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THE FOURTH BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE, 



1 The nigged forhead, that with grave foresif^ht 
Welds kingdomea causes and affaires of stale. 
My looser rimes, I wote, doth sharply wite* 
For praising lose as I have done of late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which fraiie youth is oft to follie led, 
Through false allurement of that pleasing baite. 
That better were in vertues disoipled, 

rhen with vaine poemes weetls to have their fancies 



a Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot lo 
Ne in their froscn hearts fcele kindly llan; 



~ r/w rugged foiUad.'] The Lord Treiiaurcr Burleigh is 
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Fortliy' they ought not iJiing unknowne reprove, 
Ne natural! affecfion faultlesse hiame 
For fault of few that have abusd the same : 
For it of honor and all vertue is 
The TO0t«, andhriiiga forth glorious flowres of fame, 
That crowne true lovers with immortall blis, 
The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 

3 "Which who so list looke backe to former ages, 
And call to c«unt the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the workes of those wise sages, 
And brave exploits which great heroes wonne, 

In love were either ended or begunnc : 
Witnesse the Father of Philosophie,^ 
Which to his Critias, shaded ofl from sunne, 
Of love full manie lessons did apply. 
The whiuh these Stoicke censours cannot well deny. 

4 To such therefore 1 do not sing at all; 

But to that sacred Saint my soveraigne Queenc, 
Li whose chast breast all bountie' naturall 
And treasures of true love enlocked beene, 
Eove all her sexe that ever yet was scene ; 
To her I sing of love, that loveth best, 
And best is lov'd of all alive I weene; 
To her this song most fitly is addrest, 
The Queeiie of love, and Prince of peace from heaven 
blest. 

6 Which (hat she may the better dcigno to heare. 
Do thou, dred Infant^ Vemis dearling dove, 
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From her high spirit chase imperious feare, 
And use of awfiill maiestie remove : 
la sfed thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with amhrosiiJl kisses, hy tliee gotten. 
From thy sweete smyling mother from above, 
Spmckle her heart, and haughfie courage soften, 
That she may hearke to love, and reade this lesson often. 



v. 3. ~ I«^erioii3 fiare.] Feare here niesjia timt wliieh in- 
Bplres fear in othei's. H. 

"V, 6. — JKtfi drops of meUiNff foce, &o.] Elizabeth, when fiiia 
portion of Hie poem was pnbhehEfl, ivna over eisty yesrs old. fl. 
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THE FAEEIE QUEENE. 



FayrB Britomiirt stives Amoret: 

Duessa discord breedes 
Twist Soudomour and Blardsiraoui 

Their figiit and warlike deades. 



1 Op lovers sad calamities of old 
Full many piteous stories d 
But noae more piteous ever was ytold 
Then that of Amorels hart-binding chaine, 
And this of Plorimela unworthie paine: 
The deave compassion of whose bitter tit 
My softened heart so sorely doth consti-aine, 
That I with teares fiill ofl doe pittie it, 
And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ. 

8 For, fi-om the time that Scudamour her bought* 
In perilous fight, she never ioyed day ; 
A perilous fight ! when he with force her brought 
From twentie knights that did him all assay ^ ; 
Tet fairely well he did tkem all dismay," 

1 Bougld, ransomed. 3 Dismay, oTerpowBT. 



[I, Z. — A perilous Jiljhi.'l Of tliB manner in b 

m Amoret, we are informed hereafter, in file tcntli cnnW of tiiis 

ok. H. 
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And with gi'eat glorie both ihe SMeld of Love 
And eke the Ladie selfo he brought away ; 
Whom having wedded, as did Mm behove, 
A new unknowen mischiefe did from him remove. 

3 For that same vile Enchauutour Eusjxan,. 
The very selfe same day that she was wedded, 
Amidst the bridale feast, whilest every man 
Surcharg'd with wine were heedlesse and ill-hedded, 
All bent to mii-th before the bride was bedded. 
Brought in that Mask of Love which late was 

showen ; 
Aiid there the ladie ill of friends bestedded,^ 
By way of sport, as oft m maskes ia knowen, 
Conveyed quite away to living wight unlaiowen. . 

4 Seven raoneths he so her kept in bitter smart. 
Because his sinfull lust she woiild not serve, 
UntiU such time as noble Briforaart 
lieleased her, tliat else was Uke to sterve^ 
Through cruell knife that her deai-e heart did 

And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely' wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her^ with dishonor of so faire a pray. 

3 Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and demeanure daint,^ 

1 Seskdded, assisted. * iMdy, affoctionata. 

» Slervc, die. ^ I- e- Britomart. 

a Seme, cafvo, cut. " Demeamire daint, clelicsite oondnot. 
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8 THE FAEHIE QUEBiSE. 

Tliat each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefuU was and faint, 
Lest ste with blame her honor should attmnt, 
That everie word did tremble as she spake, 
And everie looks was coy and wondrous qumnt,' 
And e¥er!e limbe that touched her^ did quake ; 
Yet could she not but curteous countenance to her 

6 For well she wist, as true it was indeed, 
That her lives lord and patrone of her health ' 
Ejght well deserved, as his duefull meed, 
Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth: 
All is his iusfly that all freely deaJih. 
NatUesse her honor dearer then her hfe 
She sought to save, as thing reserv'd from stealth ; 
Die had she lever* with Enchanters knife 
Then to be false in love, profest a virgine wife. 

1 Thereto her fem-e was made so much the greater, 
Tlu-ough fine abusion of that Briton mayd; 
Who, for to hide her fained sex the better 
And maske her wounded mind, both did and sayd 
Full many things so doubffull to be wayd, 
That well she wist not what by them to gesse : 
For olherwhiies'^ to her she purpoa' made 



h(l] Wounded, that is, 
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Of love, and otlierwliiles of luatfulnesse, 
That much she feard hia mind would grow to some 
excesse. 

8 His will she feard ; for liira she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 

And much the more, by that he lately wrought,. 
When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed, 
For which no service she too much esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt of fowle dishonor 
Mfule her not yeeld so much as due she deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her, 
As well became a knight, and did to her all honor.. 

9 It so befell one eyening that ttey came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee. 

Where many a knight, and many a lovely dame, 
Was then assembled deeds of armes to see ; 
Amongst all which, was none more faire tlien sheOr 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that hee. 
Which had no love nor lemman there in store, 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the 

10 Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, being asked for his love, avow'd 
That fairest Amoret was tis by right, 
And offred that to iustifie alowd. 
The warlike Virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And boastfull chalenge, wexed inlie wroth, 
But for the present did her anger shrowd; 
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And aayd, her love la lose she was full iofli, 
But either he should neither of tLera have, or both. 

11 So foorlh they went, and both together giusted; 
But that same yonnker soone was overthrowne. 
And made repeat that he had rashly lusted 
For thing unlawful! that was not his owne; 
Yet since he seemed valiant, tliough unknowne, 
She, that no lesse was courteous then stout, 
Cast how to salve,^ that both the custome showne ^ 
Were kept, and yet tliat Knight not locked out; 

That seem'd full hard t' accord two things so far in dout. 

13 The seneschaE was cal'd to deeme' the right 
Whom she reqaii-'d, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her aUow'd, as to a knight 
That did her win and free from chalenge set: 
Which straight to her was yeelded without let : 
Then, since that strange Knights love from him was 

quitted,* 
She eliuni'd that to herselfe, as ladies det. 
He as a knight might iustly be admitted ; 
So none should be out shut, sith all of = loves were 

fitted. 

13 With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Which doft, her golden lockes, t!iat were upbound 

i &ihe, Bflcura. i QtdUerl. taken. 

8 SJioume, publiahsd. 6 (jy; „iih. 

' Betme, Judge. 

Xn. l.~Seneich<im The household stewjnl, or mnstcf of 
the oarsmonias. H. 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



BOOK IV. CANTO I. 11 

Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night, 
What time the dayea with scorching heat abound, 
Is creasted all with fines of firie light, 
That it prodigious seeraea in common peoples sight. 

u Such when those knights and ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit, 
And every one gan grow in secret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought tliat some enchantment faygned itj 
Some, that Bellona in that warlike wise 
To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 

So divei-sely each one did sundrie doubts devise, 

u But. that young Knight, which through her gentle 

Was to that goodly fellowship reslor'd, 
Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed, 
And, doubly overcommen, her ador'd : 
So did they all their former strife accord ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 
More franke affection did to her afford ; 
And to her bed, which she was wont forbeare, 
Now freely drew, and found right safe assurance 
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12 THE FAEGIE QUEENi;;. 

16 Where all that nigbt they of tlieir loves did tresit,' 
And hard adventures, twist themselves alone. 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefuU^ pittie privately bemone. 
The morow nest, so soone as Titaa shone, 
They both uprose and to their waies them dight': 
Long wandred they, yet never met with none 
That to their willes could them direct aright, 

Or to them tydinga tell that mote their harts delight. 

n Lo thus they rode, till at the last they spide 
Two armed Knights that toward them did pace, 
And eeh of them had ryding by his side 
A Ladle, seeming in so fai-re a space ; 
But ladies none they were, albee in face 
And outward shew faire semblance they did beare ; 
For under maske of beautie and good grace 
Vile treason and fowle falshood hidden were. 

That mote to none but to the warie wise appeare. 

18 The one of them the false Dueaaa hight^ 
That now had chang'd her former wonted hew ; 
For she could d'on so roanie shapes in sight. 
As ever could cameleon colours new ; 
So could she forge all colours, save the trew : 
The other no whit better was then shee, 
But that, such aa she was, she plmne did shew; 
■Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might bee. 

And dayly more oiFensive unto each degree.* 

1 Trent, (lisooui'se. 
S Giiefvll, gi'M-fulI. 
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BOOK IV. CANTO I. 13 

19 Her name was At6, mother of deba,te 
And all disseution which doth dayly gi-ow 
Amongst frajie men, that many a puhlike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who full weJl did know 

To be most fit to trouble noble knights 
Which hunt for honor, raised from below 
Out of tlie dwellings of the damned sprighta, 
Where slie in darknes wastes her cursed daies and 
nights. 

20 Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men that waike amisse : 

It is a darksome delve' farre under ground, 
Witli thomes and barren brakes environd round, 
That none the same may easily out-win^; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found, 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord liarder is to end then to begin. 

ai And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times forepast, 
All which the sad eifecls of discord sung : 
There were rent robes and broken sceptei-s plast ; 
Altars defyl'd, and holy things defast ; 
Disshivered speares and shields ytome in t^vaine ; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast ; 
Kations captived, and huge armies slaine : 

Of all which ruines there some relicks did remains. 

1 Deke, delL ^OtiUdii, find out. 
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14 TOE FAERIE <iUEEKE. 

as There was tlie signe ^ of antique Babylon ; 
Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long , 
Of sacred Salem; and sad Eion, 
For-memorie of which on high there hong 
The Golden Apple, cause of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong; 
Of Alexander, and his princes five 

Wliich shar'd to them the spoiles that he had go! 

93 And there the relicks of the drunken fray. 
The which amongst the Lapithees befell ; 
And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Centauves drunken soules to hell, 
That under great Alcides ftirie fel! : 
And of the dreadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell, 
That'each of life sought others to deprive, 

All mindlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made tliera 



XXn. S. — Eispriiiceijive,] Cnssander, Lysimaelius, Ptolemy, 
Selenons, aod Antjgonus. Upto::). 

XXIll. l.— The dnrnkm/nn/.'] The -well-known qnnrrel at 
the mannage of Pirithous. — 3. The bloodie feast, &a.] Heroo- 
lea, while in pursuit of the Erymanthinn Iroar, was enterlained by 
Pholns, who had a cfiali of esoallent wine. This being opened, 
the frneranoo Kttnioled a graat crowd of the Centanra, nnd Heren- 
las drave them off with firebrands and nrrows. — 8. I^e dread- 
fiiU discerd, &o.] Some TPgue allusions to quarrels among tlie 
Argoniiula seem to be fha only fonndtidon for this account. C. 
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BOOK IV. CA] 



13 



94 And eke of private persons many moe, 
That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends that did tbeir faith forgoe j 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall: 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be seene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowrea despoyled all; 
The moniraents whereof there byding beene, 

As plaine as at the firet, when they were fresh and 



35 Such was her house within ; but all without, 
The barren givsuad was full of wicted weedes, 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about, 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes, 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
"Which, when to ripenesse due they growen arre, 
Bring foorth an infinite increase that breedea 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre. 

The which most often end in bloudshed and in warre, 

36 And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food: 
For life it is to her, when others sterve^ 
Through mischievous debate and deadly feood,^ 
That she may aucke their life and drinke their blood, 
With which she from her childhood had bene fed : 
For she at first was borne of hellish brood, 

And by infernall furies nourished ; 
That by her monstrous shape might easily be red.* 

1 jEienie, die. ^ -S*^, perceived. 
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16 THE FAEKIE QUl.:i(!lI!. 

ai Her face most fowie and filttiy was to see, 
"With squinted eyea contrarie wayes intended,* 
And loathly mouth, uiimeete a mouth to bee, 
That nought but gall and veniin comprehended, 
And wicked wordes that God and man offended : 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided, 
And both the parts did spealie, and hoth contended; 
And aa her tongue so was her hart diaeided,^ 

That never tlioght one thing, but doubly stil was 
guided. 

as Als as she double spake, so heai'd she double, 
With matchlesse * eares deformed and distort, 
Fild with false rumors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 
That still ai-e led with every light report: 
And aa her eares, so eke her feet were odde, 
And much unlike ; th' one long, tlie other short, 
And both mispkst; that, when th' one forward 
yode,' 

The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 

39 Likewise unequall were her handes twaine; 
That one did reach, the other pusht away ; 
That one did make, the other mard againe, 
And sought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches, gathered maaie a day, 
She in short space did often bring to nouglit, 
■ And their possessours often did dismay : 
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For all her studie ivas and all her thought 
How Bho might OYcrthrow the things that Concord 
wrought. 

so So much her malice did her might surpas, 
That even tli' Alraightie selfe she did maligne. 
Because to man so merciful! he was, 
And unto all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith sho herselfe was of his grace indigne ^ : 
For all tbis worlds laire workmanship she tride 
Unto Ms last confusion to bring, 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide. 

With which it blessed Concord hath together tide. 

ai Such was that hag which with Duessa roade, 
And, serving her in her malJtious use'^ 
To hurt good knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 
For thoogli, like withered tree that wanteth iuyce, 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the flo«re-de-luee 
She was become, by cbaunge of her estate, 

And made full goodly ioyance to her new-found mate : 

sa Her mate, he was a iollie youthful! knight. 
That bore great sway in armes and cbivalrie. 
And was indeed a man of mickle might ; 
His name was Blandamour, that did descrie * 

' Indigne, uiiwof thy. ^ ['^ pmctlce. e Denrie, denote. 

SXXII. i.~Blandnramt:'\ Upton eonjeoluves Ihnt Blanda- 
monr represents the lart of Northumberland, who was tissoeiated 
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18 THI! FAGKIE QOEliNE. 

His fickle mind full of inconslaiicie : 
And now himselfe he fitted had right well 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithlesae Duessa, and false Paridell, 
That whether^ were more false, full hard it is to tell. 

S3 Now when this gallant with his goodly crew 
From farre espide the famous Britomart, 
Like knight adventurous in outward vew, 
With his faire paragon,^ hia conquests part, 
Approcliing nigh ; eftsoones his wanton hart 
Was ticliled with delight, and iesting sayd : 
"Lo ! there, Sir Paridel, for your desart, 
Good lucke presents you with yond lovely mayd, 

For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

34 By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond . 
Whom wlien as Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee in heart he Kke affection fond,' 
Yet mindful! how he late by one was feld 
That did those armes and thatsame scutchion * weld,' 
He had small lust* to buy his Love so deare. 
But answevd : " Sir, him wise I never held, 
That, having onee escaped perill neare, 

Would afterwards afresh the sleeping eviU reare,' 

1 WUllier, whioh of the two. " Weld, wield. 



with the Earl of Westmoreland (according to the BsniB aathoriij, 
the prototype of Paridell) in a rebellion against Qneen Elizabeth. 
XXXIV.' 5. -SnmesodcfiOH.] See Book III, Canto 1. 4. 
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BOOK IV. CANTO I. 19 

36 " This Kuight too kte his manhood and hia might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost; 
Ne list 1 for revenge provoke new flght, 
Ne for light ladies love, that soone is lost" 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning fo be crost, 
"Take then lo you this dame of mine," quoth hee, 
"And I, without your perijl or your cost, 
"Will clialenge' yond same other for my fee.^" 

So forth hefiercely prick tjthatonehimscarce could see. 

as The warlike Bi-itonesse her soone addrest, 
And with such uncouth welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest, 
That, being forst his saddle soone to leave, 
Himselfe he did of his new love deceave'; 
And made himselfe th' ensample of his foUie. 
Which done, she passed forth, not taking leave, 
And left him now as sad as whilome iollie, 

Well warned to beware with whom he dar'd to dallie.* 

37 Which when his other companie beheld, 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him unable once fo weld.* 



1 Chnlesge, dnim. i DitUie, ti-ifle. 

a Fee, property. 6 wdd, turn, move. 

' DtteiBie, defraud, deprive. 

XXXV. 6 — The hot-i^mre <jou&.} Blandamour. This epi- 
thet is one of the reasons which leads Upton to think that the 
Earl of Northnmberland is mesuit by Blandainour, Hotspnr being 
(he name given to young Percy in the roign of Hemy IV., as 
every reader of Shskespeare knows. H. 
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They reared him on horse-backe and upstayd, 
Tin on hia way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, witli wondrous griefe of mynd 
And shame, he ahewd himselfe to be dismayd 
More for the Love which he had left behynd, 
Then that whicb he had to Sir Paridel resynd. 

ss Kathlease he forth did march, well as he might, 
And made good semblance to his corapanie, 
Dissembling his disease and evill plight ; • 
Till that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other Knights, that towards them did ply 
"With speedie course, as bent to charge them new 
"Whom when as Blandamour approching nie 
Perceiv'd to be sucli as they eeemd in yew, 

He was full wo,' and gan his former griefe renew. 



18 For th' one of them he perfectly descride 
To be Sir Scudamour, (by that he bore 
The God of Love with wings displayed wide,) 
Whom mortally he bated evermore, 
Both for his worth, that all men did adore, 
And eke because his Love he wonne by right: 
Which when he thought, it grieved him full serf 
That, through the bruses of his former fight, 

He now unable was to wreake his old despight. 



XSSIX 3. — The (lad qfLme.] See Book HI. Canto XI. 7. 
The fiunily of Scudamore derived this snrnime from their bearing 
the Sliisld of DivinB Love (snafo tfoniore) for their onus. 
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4D Forthy he thus to Parldel bespakc : 

" Faire Sir, of friendship let me now you pray. 
That as I late adyentured for your sake, 
The hui-ts whereof me now from hattell stay, 
Ye will me now with like good turne repay, 
And iustifie my cause on yonder knight." 
" Ah ! Sir," said Paridel, " do not dismay 
Tourselfe for this ; myselfe will for you fight, 

Asye havedoneforme: the left hand rubs the right." 

41 With that he put his spun-es unto his steed, 
With speare in. rest, and toward hliti did faxe, 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing^ speed. 
But Scudamour was shortly well aware 
-Of his approch, and gaa lumselfe prepare 
Him to receive with entertainment meete. 
So furiously they met, that either bare 
The other downe under their horses feete, 

That what of tJiem became themselves did scarsly 



is As when two billowes in the Irish sowndes, 
Forcibly driven with contririe tydes, 
Do meete togetlier, each abacfce rebowndes 
With roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides, 
That fllleth all the sea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfull current into divers wayes : 
So fell those two in spight of both their prydes 

I Presenting, coming before, surpassing. 

SL. fl. — The left hand rabi the right.'\ A provarbial ei 
aion eqnivalBut to " One good turn deserves auother." H. 
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But Scudamour lumsclfe did soone uprayse, 
And, mouating liglit, hia foe for lying long upbrayos*: 

43 Wto, rolled on an heape, lay stil! in swound, 
All carelesse of hi3 taunt and bitter rayle ^ ; 
Till that the rest, him seeing lie on ground, 
Ean hastily, to weete what did him ayle : 
Where finding that the breath gaa him to fayle, 
With busie care they strove him lo awake, 
And doft his helmet, and undid his mayle ; 

So much they did, tliat at the last they brake 
His slomber, yet so mazed that he nothing spake. 

44 Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd : 

" False faitour* Scudamour, that hast by sh'ght^ 
And foule advant^e this good kaight diamayd,* 
A knight much better then thyselfe behight,' 
Well falles it thee' tliat I am not in plight. 
This day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne! 
Such is thy wont, that Still when any knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest hira OTerronne : 
So hast thou to thyselfe false honour often wonne." 

45 He little answer'd, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in hts frouning face appeare ; 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth bearc 

' (jJjirajKM, upbmiJs. s Bimviiid, overpowered. 

3 liayle, railing. Behiijht, baspoken, reputed. 

* Fi^fititoar, faJse-doer, traitor. ' I. e. it is well for you. 

* SHj/M, sleight. 
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An liideous storrae, is by the nortlieme blast 
Quite overblowue, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 
With darknes dred, and threatens all the world to 

4G "Ah! gentle KDight," then false Duessa sayd, 
"Why do ye strive for ladies love so sore, 
Whose chiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Mongst gentle knights to nourish evermore! 
Ne be ye wroth, Sir Seudamour, therefore, 
That she your Love list love another knight, 
Ne do yourselfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led with selfe-delight, 

We will enforced be with maisterdome or might." 

41 So false Duessa : but vile Atu thus : 

"Both foolish knights, I can but laugh at both. 
That strive and storme, with stirre outrageous, 
For her, that each of you alike doth loth, 
And loves another, with whom now she goth 
In lovely* wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes; 
Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 
Swearc she is yours, and stirre up bloudie frayea, 

To win a willow bough, whilest other weares the 
bayea. 

48 " Vile hag," said Seudamour, " why dost thou lye, 
And falsly seeltst a vertuous wight to shame ? " 
" Fond knight," sayd she, " the thing that with this 
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24 THE FAtlilB QUEENE. 

I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ? " 
"Then tell," quoth Blandamour, "and feare na 

Tell what thou saw'st, maulgre whoso it heares." 
" I saw," quoth she, " a stranger kiiiglit, wliose name 
I wote not well, but in his shield he beares 
(That well I wote) the heads of many broken speares ; 

43 " I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
I saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
I saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All manie nighls j and manie by in place 
That present were to testifie the case." 
Which when as Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild with inward griefe ; aa when in chace 
The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering dart, 

The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart ; 

so So stood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to speake for great dismay, 
But lookt on Glauce grim, who woxe afeaid 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee untrue she wist them by assay .^ 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray. 
He woxe full blithe, as he had got ^ thereby, 

And gan thereat to triumph without victorie. 

31 " Lo I recreant," sayd he, " the fruitlesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten, 

1 Aaaa^, experience, knowledge. ^ Gut, gniiied. 
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25 



Whereby the name of knight-hood tlion dost 

shend,' 
And all true lovers with dishonor hlotten : 
AJl things not rooted well will soone be rotten." 
" Fy, fy, false knight," then false Duessa cryde, 
" Unworthy life, that love with guile hast got- 
ten ; 
Be thou, wherever thou do go or ryde, 
Loathed of kdies all, and of aJl knights defyde ! " 

s2 But Sciidamour, for passing great despight, 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refraine 
But that in all those knights andladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slaine : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine'' ; 
"False traitour Squire, felse squire of falsest 

knight, 
Why doth mine hand fi-om thine avenge abstaine, 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despight ! 

Why do I not it wreake on thee now in my might! 

M " Discourteous, disloyall Britomart, 
TJnlrue to God, and unto man uniust! 
What vengeance due can equall thy desart, 
That hast with shamefuU spot of sinfull lust 
Defil'd the pledge committed to thy trust! 
Let ugly'shame and endlesse infamy 
Colour tliy name with foaie reproaches rust : 
Yet thou, false Squire, his fault shalt deare aby, 

And with thy punishment his penance shalt supply." 

i Skewd, diEgcKce. ^ Amaine, -violently. 
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Si The aged dame, him seeing so enraged, 

Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede required 
His flaming furie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufferance desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred^; 
And evermore sought Eritomart fe cleare; 
But he the more with furious rage was fyred, 
And tlirise his hand to kill her did upreare, 

And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last forbeare 

1- Expired, disoovereil. 

LIV. I. — Tit aged dame, &o.] It is verj ngraeable to post 
ioitl daooram, as well as ajnat punishment for Sondamore'a jeal 
ons disposiljoa, timt Glaul^e leaves him thus in i^noriince and 
doubt, HU proper time and tiroumslanocs discover, of UiuniBelvcs, 
Ibe fidelity of Amoret. UrroM. 
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Bkndiunour winnos false Florimell 

Faridell for her strives: 
They are accordad ' : AgapS 

Doth lengthen her Sonues lives. 



1 Firebrand of hell first tynd^ in Phlegeton 
By thousand Furies, and from thence out-throwen 
Into this world to worke confusion 
And set it all on lire by force unknowen, 
Is wicked Discord; whosesmallsparkesonceblowen 
None but a god or godlike man can skdie : 
Such as was Orpheus, that, when strife was grow^i 
Amongst those famous ympes^ of Greece, did fake 

His silver harpe in hand, and shortly friends them 
make: 

3 Or such IS ti at celest ill Paolm tv.\ 
That, when the nicked feend hia lord tormented, 
With heavenly notes that did all other paa 



1.7. — Sachas'av,Or2l<.n '<. ] A[ol us R od us and 
Valerius PIbccds me tlon some qiarrel? that arose aiiongst Uie 
Argonauts ; an 1 the former mtroduees Orpheus pnc fynig them, 
playing on his harp — Joptin See Chnto I 23 
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The outrage of his furious fit relented. 
Such muBicke is wise words with tiine conceiit«d,^ 
To moderate stifFe mindes disposd to strive : 
Such as that prudent Eomane'' well invented, 
What time his people into partes did rive, 
Them reconcyld againe, and to tlieir homes did drive. 

J Such us'd wise Glance to that wrathfuU Knight, 
To calme the tempest of his troubled thought : 
Yet Blandamour, with termes of foule despight. 
And Paridell her scornd, and set at nought, 
As old and crooked and not good for ought. 
Both they unwise, and warelesse* of ihe evill 
That hy themselves unto themselves is wrought. 
Through that false witch, and that foule aged 
drevill*; 

The one a feend, the other an incarnate deviil. 

4 With whom as they thus rode accompanide, 
They were encountred of a lustio Knight 
That had a goodly Ladie hy hia side, 
To whom he made great dalliance and dehglit : 
It was to weete the bold Sir Ferraugh hight, 
He that from Braggadocchio whilome reft 
The snowy Florimell, whose bcautie bright 



1- Oincented, made harmonlons, spoken aoasondblj-. 

* I. e. Menenius Agrippa. 

' Warekise, ouoware. i Jhedll, driyeller (Atfi). 



ecAw, &o.] See Book III. 
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Made him seeme happie for so glorious theft ; 
Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft,' 

6 Which whenas Blandamour, whose fancie light 
Was alwaiea flitting aa the wavering wind 
After each beautie that, appeard in sight. 
Beheld, eftsoones it prickt his wanton mind 
With ating of lust that reasons eye did blind, 
Tliat to Sir ParideU these words he sent : 
"Sir Knight, why ride ye dompish thus behind, 
Since so good ft)rtuiie doth to you present 
So fajre a spoyle, to make you ioyous meriment ? " 

6 But Paridell, that had too late a tryall 
Of tbe bad issue of his counsell yaine. 
List not to heavke, but made this faire denyall : 
" Last turns was mine, well proved to my paine ; 
This now be yours ; Gtod send you beUer giune ! " 
Whose scoffed words he taking halfe in scorne, 
Fiercely forth prickt his steed as in disdaine 
Against that knight, ere he him well could tome , 
By meanes whereof he hath him lightly ^ overborne, 

^ Who, with the sudden stroke astonisht sore, 
Upon the ground awhile in slomber lay ; 
The whiles his Love away the other bore, 
And, shewing her, did Paridell upbray : 
" Lo ! sluggish knight, the victors happie pray 1 
So fortune friends the bold," Whom Paridell 



1 W^ waif, i. e, (here) a fhiDg uc 
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Seeing so faire itideede, as he did aay, 
Hia liart witli secret envie gan to sweil, 
And ittly grudge at liim that he had aped so well. 

6 Nathlesse proud man himselfe the other deemed, 
Having 60 peerelcsse paragon^ ygot : 
For sure the fayrest Floi-imell him seemed 
To him was fallen for his happie lot, 
Whose like alive on earth he weened not: 
Therefore he her did court, did eerve, did wooe, 
With humblest suit that he imagine mot, 
And all things did devise, and all things dooe, 
That might her love prepare, and liking win theretoo. 

9 She, ill regard thereof, him lecompcn-t 
With golden words and goodly counlenince, 
And such fond favours sparinijly dispen^t 
Sometimes him blessing with i lighl eje glance, 
And coy lookes tempring with loo=e ddhinco ; 
Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise ; 
Tbat, having east him in a fooUah trance. 
He seemed brought to bed in Paradise, 
And prov'd himselfe most foole in what be seem'd 
most wise. 

10 So great a mistresse of her art she was, 
And perfectly practiz'd m womaus craft, 
That though therein himselfe he thought to pas," 
Ajid by his false allurements wylie draft ° 
Had thousand women of their love beraft, 

I Paragnn, compmiion. ^ Pas, siirpass. 3 Di'of/, attraction. 



.^hyCOOglC 



BOOK IV. CANTO ir. 31 

Yet now he was surpriz'd ; for that faJae spright, 
Which that same Witch had in this forme engraft,^ 
Was so expert in every subtile slight, 
That it could overreach the wisest earthly wight, 

11 Tet he fo her did day]y service more, 
And dayly more deceived was thereby ; 
Tet Paridel! him envied therefore, 

As seeming plast in sole felicity : 
So blind is lust false colours to descry. 
But Ate Boone discovering his desire, 
And leading now fit opportunity 
To sttrre up strife twixt love and spight and iro, 
Did privily put coles unfo his secret fire. 

12 By sundry meanes thereto she prickt him forth , 
Now with remembrance of those spiglitfollspeaehes. 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 

Now with recounting of like former hreaches 
Made in their friendship, as that hag him teaches : 
And ever, when his passion is allayd, 
Siie it revives, and new occasion reaches : 
That, on a time ss they tc^ether way'd,^ 
He made him open chalenge, aiid thus boldly sayd : 

13 " Too boastfull Blandamour ! too long I beare 
The open wrongs thou doest me day by day : 
Well know'st thou, when we friendship first did 

The covenant was, tliat every spoyle or pray 
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Should equally be shard hetwist us tway: 
Where ia my part, then,of this ladle briglit, 
Whom to thyseife thou takest quite away ? 
Eender therefore therein to me my right, 
Or answers for thy wrong as shall fall out in fight." 

u Exceeding wroth diereat was Blandamour, 
And gan tliis bitter answere to him make : 
" Too foolish Paridell ! that fayrest floure 
Would8tgatherfaine,andyetiiopaineswouldgtlake: 
But not so easie will I, her forsake ; 
This hand her woiine, this hand shall her defend." 
With that they gan their shivering ^ speares to shake, 
And deadly points at eithers breast to bend, 

Forgetfull each lo have bene ever others frend. 

IS Their firio steedes with so untamed forse 
Did beare thera both t« fell avenges end, 
That both their speares with pitilesse remorse 
Through shield and mayle and haberieon " did wend, 
And in their flesh a griesly passage rend, 
That with the furie of their owne afFret' 
Eaf,h other horse and man to ground did send ; 
Where, lying still awhile, both did forget 

The perilous present stownd^ in which their lives 



6 As when two warlike brigandines at sea, 
With murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight. 
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Doe meete together on the watry lea, 
They stemme^ ech other with so fell despight, 
That with the shocke of their owne heedlesse might 
Their wooden ribs are shaken nigh asondev ; 
They which from shore behold the dread full sight 
Of flashing Are, and hearo the ordenance thonder, 
Do greatly stand amaz'd at such unwonted wonder. 

n At length they both upstarted in amaze, 
As men awaked rashly out of dreme, 
And round about themselves a while did gaze ; 
Till, seeing her that Florimell did seme, 
In doubt to whom she victorie should dcenie,^ 
Therewith their dulled a plights thay edgd anew, 
And, drawing both their swords with rage extreme, 
tike two mad mastiffes each on other flew, 

And shields did share," and mailes did rash,* and 
helmcs did hew. 

IS So furiously each other did assayle. 
As if their souies they would attonce have rent 
Out of their brests, that streames of bloud did rayle' 
Adowne, as if their springs of life were spent ; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was sprent,"' 
And all their armours staynd with bloudie gore ; 
Yet scarcely once to breath would they relent^ 
So morfall was their malice and so sore 

Become, of fayned friendship which they vow'd afore. 



1 Etemme, run against. 
* Share, shenr, cut 
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19 And that wliicli is for ladies most besitting,^ 
To stint all strife, and foster friendly peace, 
Was from tlioae dames so farre and so unfltti 
As that, instead of praying them si 
They did much more their cruelty e 
Bidding (hem fight for honour of their love, 
And rather die then ladies cause release ^ : 

With which v^ne termes so much they did them 

That both resolv'd the last extremities lo prove. 

20 There they, I weene, would fight untill this day. 
Had not a Squire, even he the Squire of Dames, 
By great adventure* travelled that way; 

Who seeing both bebt to so bloudy games, 
And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to weete the cause of their debate : 
And first laide on those ladies thousand blames, 
That did not seeke t' appease their deadly hate. 
But gazed on their harmea, not pittying their es- 



!i And then those Knights he humbly did beseech 
To stay their hands, till he a while had spoken ; 
Who lookt a little up at that his speech, 
Tet would not let their battcll so be broken, 
Both grcedie flers on other to be wroken.* 
Yet he to them so earnestly did call. 
And them coniur'd by some well knowcn token, 
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That fiey at last their wrathfuU hands let fall, 
Content to heare him speakc, and glad to rest witli- 



35 First he desir'd their cause of strife to see : 
They said, it was for love of FlorimeU. 
"Ah! gentle Knights," quoth he, "how may that 

bee. 
And she so farre astray, as none can tell ? " 
"Fond Squire," full angry then sayd ParideiJ, 
" Seest not the ladie there before thy face ? " 
He looked backe, and, her avizing^ well, 
Weend, as he said, by that her outward grace. 

That fayrest Florimell was present there in place. 

=3 Glad man was he to see that loyous sight. 
For none alive but ioy'd in FlorimeU, 
And iowly to her lowting,^ thus behight": 
" Fayrest of faire, that feirenesse doest exceU, 
Tills happie day I have to greete you well, 
In which you safe I see, whom thousand late 
Misdoubted lost through misehiefe that befell ; 
Long may you live in healfli and happie state !" 

She litle auswer'd him, but lightly did aggrate.* 

94 Then, turning to those Knights, he gan anew : 
"And you, Sir Blandamour, and Pa^idell, 
That for this ladie present in your vew 

1 Jiiising. oonsiilering. S BehUjU, bespoke. 

* I. e, easily pleaseil Lira, or, peiliops, fiivoreJ liim ivitli a slight 
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Haye rays'd tMa cruell warre and outrage fell, 
Certea, me seemes, bene not advised weU ; 
But ratter ouglit in friendship for ker sake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repcll 
That seeke perforce her from you botli to fake, 
And of yonr gotten spoyle their owns trifiinph tomalte." 

35 Tliereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance steme 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespake r 
"Aread,' thou Squire, that I the man may leame, 
That dare fro me thinke Florirttell to tale ! " 
"Not one," quoth he, "but many doc partake 
Herein; as tlius: — It lately so befell, 
That Satyran a ^rdle did uptake 
Well knowne to appertains to Florimoll, 

Which for her sake he wore, as him beseemed weQ. 

ifl " But, whenas she herselfe was lost and gone, 
Full many knights, that loved her Uke deare, 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That lost faire ladies ornament should weare, 
And gan therefore close spight to him to beave j 
Which he to shun, and stop yile envies sting, 
Hath lately caus'd lo be proclaiin'd each where 

XXV. -l. — A Gh-dle did iipdiifc] In Book III, Canto VIII. 
a, wB ara told that the beast, which the witeh had sent after 
Florimel, retnrnad with hor girdLa; and we ara not iuformod 
how it came into the poaaession of Sir Satyrane. The Bcoount 
given in the text, however, agrees with that contained in Book III. 
Canto VIII. iS. H. 
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e feast, witli publike turaejing, 
To which all knights with them their ladies are to 

37 " And of them all she that is fayrest found 
Shall have that goldea girdle for reward; 
And of those knights, who is most stout on ground 
Shall to that fairest ladie be prefard. 
Since tlierefore she herseFe is now your ward, 
To you that oniament of hers pertaines 
Against all tliose that dialenge it to gard, 
And save her honour with your ventrous p^nes ; 

That shall you win more glory then ye here findgaines." 

58 When they the reason of his words had hard, 
They gan abate the i-ancoiir of their rage, 
And with their honours and their loves regard 
The furious flames of malice to asswage. 

Tho each to other did his faith engage, 
Like feithfull friends thenceforth to ioyne in one 
With all their force, and battel! strong to wage 
Gainst aU those knights, as their professed fone,^ 
That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, save they alone. 

59 So, well accorded, forth they rode together 
In friendly sort, that lasted but a wliile ; 

And of all old dislikes they made faire weather: 
Yet all was forg'd and spred with golden foyle, 
That under it hidde hate and hollow giiyle. 
Ne certea can that friendship long endure, 

i Fme, toes, 
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However gay and goodly be the stjie, 
That doth ill cause or evill end enure ^ : 
For vertue is the band that bindeth harts most sure. 

30 Thus aa they marched all ia close disguise 
Of fayned love, they chaunst to overtalie 
Two Knights that lincked rode in lovely' wise, 
As if they secret counsels did partake ; 

And each not farre behiiide him had Iiia make,° 
To weet«, two Ladies of most goodly hew. 
That twist tliemaelves did gentle purpose* make, 
UnmindfuU both of fhat discordfull crew, 
The which with spccdie pace did after them pursew. 

31 TVlio, 39 they how approched nigh at hand, 
Deeming them doughtie as tliey did appeare, 
They sent that Squire afore, to understand 
What mote they be : who, viewing them more neare, 
Returned readie newes, that those same weare 
Two of the prowest' knights in Faery Lond ; 
And those two ladies their two lovers deare ; 
Couragious Cambell, and stout Triamond, 

"With Canacee and Cambine linckt in lovely bond. 

31! "Whylome, a^ antique stories tellen ks. 

Those two were foes the fellonest* on ground, 



' Lmeb), loTing. ^ Prowest, brayest. 

s Makt, mate. « F,iUanesl, fellest. 

XXXII. 1. ~ Wliylome, aa aviifjue simes tdlen «s.] In Chaa- 
cer's Squire's Tala, a kiiiglit fights in th« lists witli tlie two brothera 
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And battell made the dreddest daungerous 
That ever shrilling trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts he no where to be fouud, 
As that renowmed poet them compyled 
With warlike numbers and heroicke souud, 
Dan Chaucer, well of English undefyled, 
On Fames eternall headroll^ worthie to he fyled. 

33 But wicked Time, that all good thoughts dotli waste, 
And workes of noblest wils to nought outweare, 
That famous moniment hath quite defast*. 
And robd the world of threasure endlesse deare, 
The which mote have enriched all us heare. 

cursed Eld,^ the canker-worme of writs ! 
How may these rimes, so rude as doth appeare, 
Hope to endui-e, sith workes of heavenly wits 

Are qui te devourd, and brought to nought by little bits ! 

31 Then pardon, most sacred happie Spirit, 
That I tliy labours lost may thus revive, 
And steale from thee the meede of thy due merit. 
That none durst ever whilest thou wast aJive, 
And, being dead, in vaine yet many strive : 
Ke dare I like ; but, through infusion sweete 
or thine owne spirit which doth in me survive, 

1 follow here the footing of thy feete, 

That with thy meaning so I may the rather meete.. 

I BatdrdO, Ust of immeB. = Ekl. siiitiauity- 

ofCaiisicetowinherforhis wife. Ths-'virtuonsring" wassent 
Canace by the king of Aniby mill Ind, and ennliled her to understand 
boththeliingnageofbirdBRndtlisliealingquiJilies of herbs. C. 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



40 THE EAERUi QUBEKE. 

35 Camliclloes sister was fayre Canacee, 
Tliat was the leamedst ladie in her dajes, 
Well seene^ in everie science that mote bee, 
And every secret worke of natures wayes ; 
In wittie riddles, and in wise soothsayes ; 
In power of iierbes, and tunes of beasts and 

And, that augmented all her other prayse, 
She modest was in all her deedes and words, 
And wondrous chast of life, yet lov'd of knights and 

86 Full many lords and many knights her loved. 
Yet she to none of them her liking lent, 
No ever was with fond affection moved. 
But rul'd her thoughts with goodly govemement, 
'For dread of blame and honours bSemishment ; 
And eke unto her lookes a law she made, 
That none of them onc« out of order went, 
But, like to wane cenlonels well atayd, 

Slill watchl on every side, of seoret foes affrayd, 

»i So mucli the more as she refusd to love, 
So much the more she loved was aad sought. 
That oftentimes unquiet strife did move 
Among.-it her lovers, and great quarrels wrought ; 
That oft for her in bloudie annes ttiey fought. 
Which whenas Cambell, that was stout and wise, 
Perceiv'd would breede great mischiefe, he be- 
thought 

' fleens, skilled. 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



How to prevent tbe perill tliat mote rise, 
And turne both him and lier tfl honour in this wise. 

3S One day, when all that troupe of warhlie wooers 
Assembled were, to weet whose she should bee, 
All mightie men and dreadfull derring-doocrs,^ 
(The harder it to make them well agree,) 
Amongst them all this end Be did decree ; 
That, of them all which love to her did make, 
They by consent should chose the stoutest three 
That with hhnselfe should combat for her sake, 

And of them all the victour should his sister take. 

39 Bold was the ehalenge, as himselfe was bold, 
And courage " full of haughtie bardiment. 
Approved oft ia perils manifold, 

Which he afcliiev'd tohis great ornament: 
But yet his sisters skill unto him lent 
Most confidence and hope of happie speed, 
Conceived by a Ring which she him sent, 
That, mongst the manie vertues which we reed, 
Had power to staunch al wounds tliat morlally did 
bleed. 

40 Well was that rings great vertue knowen to all ; 
That dread thereof, and his redoubted might. 
Did all that youthly rout so much appall. 
That none of them durst undertake the fight : 
More wise they weend to make of love delight, 
Then Ufe to hazard for faire ladies looke ; 
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And yet uncertaine by such outward sight, 
Though for her sake they all that perill tooke, 
Whether she would them love, or in her liking broolie. 

41 Amongst those kniglita there were three brethren 
bold, 
Three bolder brethren never were yborne, 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold, 
Borne at one burden in one happie morae ; 
Thrise happie mother, and thrise happie morne, 
That bore three sueh, three such not to be fond ! 
Her name was AgapS, whose children weme ^ 
All three as one ; the iirst hight Priamond, 

The second Djamond, the youngest Triamoud. 

4a Stout ^ Priamond, but not so strong to strike ; 
Strong Diamond, but not so stout a knight; 
But Triamond was stout and strong alike; 
On horsebacke used Triamond to fight, 
And Priamond on foote had more delight j 
But horse and foote knew Diamond to wield ; 
With curtaxe ' used Diamond to smite, 
And Triamond to handle speare and shield, 

But speare and curtase both usd Priamond in field. 

IS These three did love each other dearely well, 
And with so flrme affection were allyde, 
As if but one soule in them all did dwell. 
Which did her powre into three parts divyde ; 
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BOOK IV. O4HT0 11. 4d 

Like three ftiire branches budding farro and wide, 
That fi-om one roote deriv'd their vitall sap : 
And, like that roote that doth her life divide, 
Their mother was ; and had full blessed hap 
These three so noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 

41 Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Of secret things, and all the powrea of nature, 
Which she by art could use unlo her will, 
And to her service bind each living creature, 
Through secret understanding of their feature.' 
Thereto she was right faire, whenso her face 
She list discover, and of goodly stature ; 
But she, as Fayes axe wont, in privie place 

Did spend her dayes, and lov'd in forests wyld to 
space.^ 

IS There on a day a noble youthly Knight, 
Seeking adventures in the salvage wood, 
Did by great fortune get of her the sight, 
As she sate carelesse by a cristall flood. 
Combing her golden loekes, as seemd her good ; 
And unawares upon her laying hold, 
That strove in vaine him long to have withstood, 
Oppressed her, and there {as it is told) 

Got these three lovely babes, that proy'd three cham- 



pions 



bold: 



48 liVTiich she with her long fostrcd in that wood, 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew ; 
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44 THE FiEEIE QUEENE. 

Then, sliewing fortli signes of their fathers b!oo3, 
They loved armes, and knighthood did etisew,'- 
Seeking adventures where they anie knew. 
Which when tlieir mother saw, she gan to dout* 
Tiieir safetie ; least by searching daungers new, 
And rash provoking perils all about. 
Their days mote be abridged through tlieir corage 

47 Therefore desirous th' end of all their dayes 
To know, and them t' enlarge with long extent, 
By wondrous skill and many hidden wayes 

To the Three Fatall Sisters bouse she went. 
Farre under ground from tract of living went,' 
Downe in the bottome of the deepe abysse. 
Where Demogorgon, in dull darknesse pent, 
Farre from the view of gods and heavens blis 
The hideous Chaos keepes, their drcadfnll dwelling is. 

48 There she them found all sitting round about 
The direfull distaife standing in the mid, 
And with unwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Ciotbo held the rocke,' the whiles the thrid 
By griesly Lachesis was spun with paine, 
That cruel] Atropos eflsoones undid, 

' With cursed knife cutting the twist in twaine ; 
Most wretched men, whose dayes depend on thrids so 
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BOOK IV. CANTO II. 45 

49 She, them saluting, there by them sate still 
Beholding how the thrids of !lfe they span : 
And wheo ot last she had beheld her fill, 
Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan, 
Her cause of comming she to tell began. 
To whom fierce Atropos : " Bold Fay, that durst 
Come see the secret of the life of man, 
Well worthie thou to be of love accurst, 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be asunder burst ! " 

so Whereat she, sore alFrayd, yet her besought 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to aljate. 
That she might see her childrens thrids forth 

brought, 
And know the measure of their utmost date 
Tp them ordained by eternal! Fate; 
Which Ootho graunting shewed her the same. 
That when she saw, it did her much amate^ 
To see their thrids so thin as spiders frame. 

And eko so short, that seemd their ends out shortly 



ai She then began them humbly to intreate 
To draw them longer out, and better twine, 
That so their lives might be prolonged late: 
But Irfichesis thereat gan to repine,^ 
And sayd : " Fond damo ! that deem'st of thin; 

As of humane, that they may altred bee. 
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4G THE PAEKIE QUEBNE. 

And chaung'd at pleasure for those impes' of 

thine: 
Not BO! for what the Fates do once decree, 
Not all the gods can chaunge, nor love himself can 

free ! " 

sj " Then since," quotli slie, " the terrae of each mans 
life 
For nought may lessoned nor enlarged bee, 
Graunt this; that when ye shred with fatall knife 
His line, which is the eldest of the three. 
Which is of them the shortest, as I see, 

- Eftsoones his life may passe into the next; 
And, when the next shall likewise ended hee, 
That both their lives may hkewise he annext 

Unto the third, that his may be so trebly wext,'"' 

53 They graunted it ; and then that careful! Fay 
Departed tlience with full contented mynd ; 
And, comming home, in warlike fresh aray 
Them found all three, according to their kynd ' ; 
But unto them what destinie was assynd. 
Or how their lives were eekt, she did rot tell ; 
But evermore, when she fit time could fynd. 
She warned them to tend their safeties well. 

And love each other deare, wliatever them hefelL 

SI So did they surely during all their dayes. 
And never discord did amongst them fall ; 
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■Which much augmented all their other praise ; 
And now, t' increase aifectlon naturall, 
In love of Canacee they ioyned all : 
Upon which ground this same great battell gren 
(Great matter growing of beginning small,) 
The which, for length, I will not here pursew, 
But rather will reserve it for a canto new. 
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CANTO III. 

The Batlall twixl three Brethren with 

Cambell for Canaoee : 
Carabiiia with true friendships tond 

Doth their long strife agree. 

1 0, WHY doe wretclied men so much desire 
To draw thpir dayes unto the utmost date, 
And doe not rather wish them soone expire ; 
Knowing the miserie of their estate, 
And thousand perills which them still awate, 
Tossuig them like a boate amid the mayne, 
That every houre they knoclte at Deathes gate ! 
And he that happie seemes, and least in payne, 
Yet is as nigh his end as he that most doth playne. 

1 Therefore this Fay I hold but fond and vaine, 
The which, in seeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine ; 
Yet whilest they lived, none did ever see 
More happie creatures then they seem'd to bee ; 
Nor more ennobled for their courtesic, 
That made them dearely lov'd of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their chevalrie. 

That made them dreaded much of all men farre and nie 

s These three that hardie chalenge tooke in hand. 
For Canacee with Cambell for to fight : 
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BOOK IV. CANTO III. 4» 

The day was set, tlint all might understand, 
And pledges pawnd the same ti> keepe aright : 
Tiiat day, (the dreddest day that living wight 
Did ever see upott this worid to shine,) 
So soone as heavens window shewed hght. 
These warlike champions, ail in armour shine,' 
Assembled were in field the chaleage to define.^ 

4 Tlie field with listes was all about enclos'd. 
To barre the prease ° of people farre away ; 
And at th' one side sixe iudges were dispos'd, 
To view and deeme the deedes of armes that day ; 
And on the other side in fresh aray 
Fayi'e Canacee upon a, stalely stage 
Was set, to see the fortune of that fray 
And to be seene, as bis most worthie wage * 
Thatcouldher purchase with his lives adventur'd gaga. 

3 Then entred Cambell first into the list. 
With stately steps and fearelesse countenance. 
As if the conquest his he surely wist. 
Soone after did the Brethren three advance 
lu brave aray and goodly amenance,' 
With scutchins* gilt and banners iiroad d 
And, marching thi-ise in warlike ordinance, 
Thrise lowted' lowly to the noble niayd; 

The whiles shvil trompcts and loud clarions ai 
playd. 



"8 Dejine, decide. 
> Prease, press. 
* Wage, reward. 
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a "Which doeiij the doughty chalenger came forth, 
All arm'd to point, his chalenge to abet' ; 
Gainst whom Sir Priamond, with equall wortli 
And equall a fines, himselfe did forward set. 
A trompet blew ; they both together met 
"With dreadfull force and furious intent, 
Carelesse of perill in their fiera affret,^ 
As if that life to losse they had forelent," 

And cared not to spare that should be slioi-tly 

7 Eight practicke ' was Sir Priamond in fight, 
And throughly skild in use of shield and f-peare ; 
Ne lesse approved was Cambelloes miglit, 
Ne lesse bis skill in weapons did appeare ; 
That hard it was to weene which harder were. 
Full many mightie strokes on either side 
Were sent, that seemed death in them to beare; 
But they were both so watchfull and well eyde, 
That they avoyded were, and vaiuely by did slyde. 

s Tet one, of many, was so strongly bent 
By Priamond, that with unluckie glaunce 
Through Cambels shoulder it unwavely went, 
That forced him his shield to disadvaunce^: 
Much was he grieved with that gracelesse chaunce ; 
Yet from the woimd no drop of bloud there fell, 
But wondrous paine that did the more enhaunce 



1 AUi, maintain.. ^ Fracticlce, practisci], skilful. 

2 Afret, encounler. * Diai-duaiiace, di-aw h;n;k ov lov 
* I. e. ttlreiwly abandoned, given over for lost. 
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His liaughtie & 
Smart daunta not mighty barts, but makes tliem more 
■ to swell. 

e With that, liis piiynaiit* speare he fierce aveiitred^ 
With doubled force, close undertieath his shield, 
Tliat through the maylea into his thigh it entred, 
And, there ai-resting, readie way did yield 
For bloud to gusih forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for paine bimselfe n'ot* right upreare, 
But to and fro in great amazement reel'd ; 
Like an old oke, whose pith and sap is seare, 
AtpufFe of eveiy storme dot!i stagger here and tjieare. 

10 Whom so dismayd when Cambell had espide, 
Againe he drove at him with double might, 
That nought mote stay the Steele, Ijli in his side 
The mortall point most cruelly empight* ; 
Where fast infixed, whilest he sought by slight 
It foi'th to wrest, the staffe asunder brake, 
And left the head behind : with which despight 
He, all enrag'd, his sliivering* speare did shake, 

And, charging him afresh, thus feily hun bespake : 

11 "Lol faitour,* there thy meede unto thee take, 
The meede of thy mischalenge and abet : 

1 PoipuaO, pievcliig, ' Eiitixghl., fixed itself, 

a Atestifd, tlinisl forwsird. 6 SMmriag, quivering, 

e N'ot, could not. » Failoui; villain. 

XI. ^,— Thjmh>:lialense and abut.-), Thy malicious clmllcnge, 
and tliy ronintnining iC 
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Not for tliiiie owne, but for thy Sisters sake, 
Have I thus long tby life unto thee let ; 
But to forbeare doth not forgive the det," 
The wicked weapon heard bis wrathfull vow ; 
And, passing forth with furious aifret, 
Pierst through his bever quite into his brow, 
That with the force it backwanJ forced him to bow. 

13 Therewith asunder in the midst it brast,^ 
And in his band nought but the troncheon left; 
The other halfe beliind yet sticking fast 
Out of his head-peece Cambell fiercely refi. 
And with such furie backe at him it beft,'^ 
That, making way unto his dearest life, 
His weasand-pipe it through his gorget deft : 
Thence streames of purple bloud issuing rife 

Let forth his wearie ghost, and made an end of 

IB His wearie ghost assoyld ^ fi-om lieshly band 
Did not, as others wont, directly fly 
Unto her rest in Plutoes griesly land ; 
Ne into ayre did vanish pi-esently ; 
Ne chaunged was into a starre in aky j 
But through traduction * was efisoonea derived,* 
Like as his mother prayd the Destinie, 
Into his other brethren that survived, 

lu whom be liv'd anew, of former life deprived. 



^ 30, tlirew. 
■ Atso^ld, freed. 
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14 Whom when on ground Itia brother next^ beheld, 
Though sad and sorie for so heavy sight, 
Yet leave unto his sorrow did not yeeld ^ ; 
But rather stird to vengeance and despight, 
Through secret feeling of his generous spright, 
Eusht fiercely forth, the battell to renew, 
As in reversion of his brothers right; 
And chalenging the Virgin aa his dew. 

His foe was soone addrest^: the trompefs freshly 

IS With that they both together fiercely met, 
As if that each rtient other to devoure ; 
And with their axes both so sorely bet, 
That neither plate nor raayle, where as their powre 
They felt, could once suslaine the hideous stowre,* 
But rived were, like rotten wood, asunder ; 
Whilest through their rifta the rnddie bloud did 

showre. 
And fii^e did flash, like lightning after thunder, 

That fild Hie lookers on attonce with ruth = and wonder. 

10 As when two tygers prickt with hungers rage 
Have by good fortune found some beasts fresh 

spoyle, 
On which they weene their famine to asswage, 
And gaine a feastfull guerdon of their toyle ; 
Both falling out doe- stirre up strifefull broylc. 
And crueU battell twixt themselves doe make, 

1 1, e. his jeiwJiJbvothBr, Diamona. * Slowe, aaaoult. 

s I. B. he did not yield laave, give way. ^ ■Kb''', pitj"' 
B Addred, taady. 
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Whiles neidier lets the other touch the soyh, 
But either sdeignes with other to partake : 
So cruelly these knights strove for that Ladies sake. 

17 Full many strokes, that mortally were ment, 
The whiles were enterohaunged twixt iheai two ; 
Yet they were all with so good wariment 
Or warded, or avoyded and let goe, 
That still the life stood fearelesae of her foe ; 
Till Diamond, disdeigniiig long delay 
Of doubtfuil fortune wavering to and fro, 
Kesolv'd to end it one or other way ; 

And heav'd his mm-drous axe at him with mighty 
sway. 

IS The di-eadfull stroke, in case it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (so deadly it was ment,) 
The soule had sure out of his bodie rived, 
And stinted' all the strife incontinent; 
But Cambels fate that fortune did prevent : 
For, seeing it at hand, he swarv'd asyde, 
And so gave way unto his fell iutent; 
Who, missing of the marke which he had eyde, 

Was with the force nigh feld whilst his right loot did 

19 As when a vulture grcedie of his pray. 
Through hunger long that hart' to him doth lend, 



XVI. 7. — To take soil was a limiting term for tut 
■when game is driven to that refuge (Fr. souille). Speiii 
veiy fiingularly, for tlie prey itself, ^^aielis- 
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65 



strikes at «ii toon will •!! !»» M" "™r. 
That from hb force seeme. nought may it defend i 
The ivarie fowle, tiat spiee Mm toward bond 
Hi. dieadfoH eouffi, a.ojdes it, Binnniog liglit, 
And maltetlt him Us wing in vaine to spend: ^ 
Tlrnt with tlie weight of hi. owne weeldlesse mglit 
He falleth nigh to gmnnd, and sea,se recoveteth 
flight. 

so "Which faire adventoio' when Cambello spide, 
Fnll BAtlj, ere Itimselfe he conld recower ■ 
From daangem dread to ward his nalted side, 
He can ' let driie at him with all his power, 
And with his axe him smote in eTill hower, 
Thai from his shoulders qnite hi. head he reft : 
The hoadlesse tronke, a. heedlesse of that slower. 
Stood .till » while, and his fa.t tooting kept i 

Till, feeling life to fajle, it fell, and deadly slepU 

„ Thev which that piteous .peclacle beheld 
Were much ama^'d the headlcse tronke to see 
Stand up .o long and wenpon vaine to weld, 
Enweoting of the Fates divine decree 
For life, succession in thoM brethren three. 
For notwith.t«nding that one sonle was reft. 
Yet had the bodie not dismemhred bee,= 
It would have lived, and revived eft • i 
But, tnding no fit seat, the llfelcssc corse .1 Ml. 



1 WeelMtstt, unwieldy. 

a Ateenture, chance, opportunity. 

a Recmier, i^covec. 



4am,gsn 



6 Eft, egain. 
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as It left ; but timt same soule, which therein dwell, 
Streight entriiig into Trimnond, him flld 
With double life and griefe ; which when he felt, 
As one whose inner parts had bene ytlirild' 
With point of Steele that close ^ his Lai-tbloud spild, 
He lightly iept out of his place of rest. 
And, rushing forth into the eroptie field, 
Against CainbeDo fiercely him addrest ; 

Who, him affronting," soone to fight was readie prest.^ 

23 Well mote ye wonder how that noble knight, 
After he had so often wounded beene, 
Could stand on foot now to renew the light : 
But had ye then him forth advauncing scene, 
Some newhorae wight ye would him surely weene ; 
So fresh he seemed and so fierce in sight; 
Like as a snate, whom wearie winters teene' 
Hath worne to nought, now feeling aommers might, 

Casta off' his ragged skin and ireshly doth him 
dight. 

24 All was, through vertue of the ring he wore ; 
The which not onely did not from him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did restore 
His weakned powers, and dulled spirits whet. 
Through working of the stone fherein yset. 
Else how could one of equal] ' might with most, 
Against so many no lesse mightie met, 
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Ythrild, pierced. 




* Fresl, pi-epared. 


■' <Mt, seoreUy. 




S 7'ecBf, rigor. 


■ Affi-oiilitifi, confro 


ntiiig. 


a I. e.™,™™ lira 



Once tliinke to match tliree such on equall cost,' 
Three euch as able were to match a puissant 

as Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 
Ne desperate of glorious victorie; 



But sharpely him assayld, and sore b 
With heapea of strokes, which he at Lira let flie 
As thicke as hayle forth poured fi-om the skie : 
He stroke, he soust, he fojnd,° he hewd, he 

lasht, 
And did his yron brond so fast apphe, 
That from the same the fierie sparkles flasht. 
As fast as water-sprinkles giunst a rocke are dasht. 

26 Much was Cambello daunted with his blowes ; 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were sent, 
That he was forst from daunger of the throwes* 
liacke to i-etire, and somewhat to relent, 
Till th' heat of his fierce furie he had spent : 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate. 
He then afresh with new encouragement 
Did him assayle, and mightily amate,* 

As fast, as forward erat^ now backward to retrate : 

21 Like as the tide, tliat comes fro th' ocean mayne, 
Plowes up the Shenan* with coiitrafie forse, 
And, overruling him in his owne rayne. 



3 Beitedde, tre[LtQd 
1 Fi^nd, thrust. 
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Di'ives backe tlie current of his kindly ' noiirse, 
And makes it seeme to have some otiier sourse ; 
But wlien the floud is spent, then backe againe, 
His bon'owed waters forst to re-disbouvse, 
He sends the sea his owne with double gaine, 
And tribute eke withall, as to his si 



2s Thus did the battell varie to and fro, 

With diverse fortune doubtfull to be deemed : 
Now this the bett«r had, now had his fo; 
Then he halfe yanquislit, then the other seemed; 
Yet victors both themselves alwayes esteemed : 
And all the while the disentrajled' blood 
Adowne their sides likelitle rivers streraed. 
That with the wasting of his vitall flood 

Sir Triamoad at last full faint and feeble stood. 

ag But Cambeli stii! more strong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to wast, ne powres emperisht, 
Through that Rings vertue, that ■with vigour new. 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherisht. 
And all liis wounds and all his brusea guarisht ' : 
Like as a withered tree, through husbands* toyle. 
Is often seene full freshly to have florisht. 
And fruitfull apples to have borne awhile, 

As fresh as when it first was planted in the soyle. 

30 Through which advantage, in his strength he rose 
And smote the other with so wondrous might, 

I Ks/Mffj, natural. ' ffmbande, husbandman's. 

S Diieni'ivyted, let out (fi-^m the cntruJls). 
* Gaarisld, healed. 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK IT. cAKTo III. oy 

That througli the seame whict did Iiis hauberk' 

close 
Into his tiroate and life it pierced quiglit, 
That dowiie he fell as dead in all mena sight ; 
Tet dead he was not ; yet he sure did die, 
As all men do that lose the living spright : 
So did one soule out of his bodie die 
Unto her native home from morlaJl miserie. 

31 But nailielesse whilst all the lookers-on 
Him dead behight,' as he to all appeaid, 
Ail unawares he started op anon, 
As one that had out of a dreame bene reard, 
And fresh assayld his foe ; who halfe afFeard 
Of th' uncouth * sight, aa he some ghost had seene. 
Stood slJU amaz'd, holding his idle sweard * ; 
Till, having often by him stricken beene, 

He forced was to strike and save himselfe from tecne.^ 

33 Tet from thenceforth more warily he fought. 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t' offend, 
Ne foUowd on so fast, but rather sought 
Himselfe to save, and daunger to defend," 
Then life and labour both in vaine to spend. 
Which Triamond perceiving, weened sure 
He gan to faint toward the battels end, 
And that he should not long on foole endure ; 

A signe which did to him the victorie assure. 

1 JJiaiwJt, a coat witli a hood of the same piece. 
3 Behij/ht, ilenominated, pronounced, 

3 Uacouth, strauga. ^ Teene, harm. 

4 Sweard, Bword. * Dtfead, keep off. 
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B3 "Whereof full blith eftsoones his mightie haiid 
He heav'd on high, ia mind with that same blow- 
To make an end of all that did withsfaiid : 
Which Cambell seeing come was nothing slow 
Ilimselfe to save from that so deadly throw ; 
And M that instant reaching forth hia sweard 
Close underneath his shield, that scarce did show, 
Stroke him, as he his hand to strike uprcard, 

In th' arm-pit full, that through both sides the wound 
appeard. 

34 Tet stil! that direfull stroke kept on his ivay, 
And, falling heavie on Cambelloes crest, 
Slrooke him so hugely that in swowiie he lay, 
And in his head an hideous wound imprest; 
And sure, had it not happily found rest 
Upon the brim of Lis brode plated shield, 
It would have cleft his braine downe to his brest : 
So both at once fell dead upon the field, 

And each to other seemd the vicforie to yield. 

aa Which when as all the lookera-on beheld. 
They weened sure the wan-e was at an end ; 
And iudges rose ; and marshals of the field 
Broke up the listes, their armes away to rend' ; 
And Canacce gaa wayJe her dearest frend. 
All suddenly they both upstarted light, 
Tha one out of the swownd which him did blend,' 
The other bi-cathing now another spright; 

And fiercely each assayling gan afresh to fight. 

1 Rend, lake. 2 Blend, bliiid, stupefy. 
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se Long while they then continued in that wize, 
As if but then the battell had begonne : 
Strokes, wounds, wards,* weapons, all they did 

despise ; 
Ne either car'd to ward, or periU shonne, 
Desirous both to have the battell donne ; 
Ne eitlier cared life to save or spill, 
Ne which of them did ■ winne, ne which were wonne ; 
So wearie both of fighting had their fit], 

That Ufe itselfe seemd loathsome, and long safetie ilL 

3j Whilst thus the case in doubtful! baliance hoDg, 
Unsure to whether side it would incline, 
And all mens eyes and hearts, wJiich there among 
Stood gazing, filled were with rufull tine^ 
And secret feare, to see their fatall fine,^ 
All suddenly they heard a ti'oublous noyes. 
That seemd some perilous tumult to desine,* 
Confusd with woraens cries and shouts of boyes. 

Such aa the troubled theaters oftimes annoj'ea. 

as Tliereat the champions both stood still a space, 
To weeten what that sudden clamour ment : 
Lol where they spyde with speedie whirling pace 
One in charet of straunge furniment* 
Towards them driving like a storme out sent. 
The charet decked was in wondrous wize 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament, 
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After the Persian monarka antique guize, 
Such as tlie maker selfe could best by art devize. 

39 And di-awne it was (that ivoiider is to t«li) 
Of two grim lyons, taken from the wood, 
In which their powre all othere did excell, 
Kow made forget their former cruell mood, 
'f obey their riders best, as seemed good : 
And tiierein sate a Ladle passing faire 

And bright, that seemed home of tingels brood ; 

And, with her beautie, hountie ^ did compare, 

Whether of them in her should have the greater 

40 Thereto she learned waa in niagicke leare,' 
And all the artes that subtill wits discover. 
Having therein bene trained many a yeare, 
And well instructed by the Fay ber mother, 
That in the same she farre exceld all other : 
Who, understanding by her mightie art 

Of th' evill plight in which her dearest brother 

Now stood, came forth in hast to take his part, 

And pacifle the strife which causd so deadly smart. 

41 And, as she passed through th' unruly preace° 
Of people thronging thicke her to behold. 

Her angrie teame breaking their bonds of peaee, 
Great heapes of them, like sheepe in narrow fold, 
For hast did over-tunne in dust enrould ; 
That, thorough rude confusion of the rout, 

1 BnmiUe, goodness. ^ Freiicc, press. 
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Some fearing shrlekt, some being harmed houM,^ 
Some laught for sport, some did for wonder sbout, 
And some, Liiat would aeeme wise, their wonder turnd 
l<) dout. 

43 In her right hand a rod of peace shee bore, 
About the which two serpents weren wound, 
Entrayied* mutualty in lovely lore,^ 
And by the tailes together firmely bound, 
And both were with one olive garland crownd ; 
(Like to the rod which Maias sonne dofh wield. 
Wherewith the hellish fiends he doth confound ;) 
And ill lier other hand a cup she hi!d,* 

The which was with Nepenthe to the brim upfild. 



a drinck of soverayne grace, 
Devized by the gods for to asswage ^ 

Harts grief, and bitter gall away to chace 
Which aUra up anguish and contentious rage : 
Instead thereof sweet peace and quietage * 
It doth establish in the troubled mynd. 
Few men, but such as sober are and sage. 
Are by the gods to drinck thereof assynd ; 
But such as drinck, etemall happinesse do fyad. 

44 Such famous men, such worthies of the earth, 
As love will have advaunced to the skie, 
And there made gods, though borne of mortall berth, 



* The old eilition? have qidet n; 
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64 THE PAEKIE QUEENE. 

For their high merits and great dignitie, 
Are wont, before they may to heaven flie, 
To drincke hereof; whereby all cares forepast 
Are wasbt awaj quite fi'om their memorie : 
So did those olde heroes hereof taste, 
Before that tbey in btiase amongst the gods were plaste. 

4s Mu«h more of price and of more gratious powre 
Is this, then tliat same water of Ardenne, 
The which Rinaldo drunck tn liappie howre, 

■ Described by that famous Tuscane penne : 
For that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro love to hale, a change of evill choise : 
But this doth hatred make in love to brenne,^ 
And heavy heart with comfort doth rcioyce. 

Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his voice I 

4a At last arriving by the listes side, 

Shee with her rod did softly smite the raile, 
Which strdght flew ope and gave her way to ride. 
:S out of her coch she gan availe,^ 



XLV. 2.— Thai inmt. wnler of At-denae, &c.] " Rinnldo, in 
pursuit of the faJr Angelica, came to the forest of Ardenne, where 
he fonnil the enchimted fonntain, mnde by the magicn) m'C of 
Merlin for Sir Tristriim de Leonnnis, who was in love with Isotta. 
If Sir Tristrum had drank of this fountain, says the poet, he had 
been cured of his love; bat the Fates ordained it otherwise. The 
fonnloin, however, still preserved its virtues! for whoever drank 
of it^ his love vfas turned into aversion. See Boiardo, or Bern!, 
Orlando Innamorato, Boolt I. Canto III. 36, Book II. Canto XV. 
28." — UpIOh, 



.^hyCOOglC 



liooiv IV. cAKTo III. 6y 

And pacing fairely forth did bid all litule 
First to her brotlier whom she loved deare, 
That so to see him made her heart to qumle ; 
And next to Cambell, whose sad niefull clieare^ 
Made her to change her hew, and hidden love t' ap- 
peare. 

47 They lightly Iier requit,^ (for small delight 
They had as then her long to entertaine,) 
And eft ^ them turned both againe to fight : 
Which when she saw, downe on the bloudy plaine 
Herselfe she threw, and teares gan shed amfune 5 
Amongst her teares immixing prayers raeeke, 
And with her prayers reasons, to restraine 
From blouddy strife ; and, blessed peace to aeeke, 

By all that unto them was dears did them beseeke.* 

43 But when, as all might nought'with them prevaile, 
Shee smote tliem lightly with her powrefult 

Then suddenly, as if their hearts did faile, 
Their wrathful! blades downe fell out of fheir hand. 
And they, like men astonisht, still did stand. 
Thus ft'hilest their minds were doubtfully distraught, 
And mighty spirites bound wilt mightier band, 
Her golden cup to them for drinke she raught, 
"Whereof, full glad for thirst, ecli drunk an harty 
draught: 
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jD Of wliioli HO soone as they once fasted had, 
Wonder it is that sudden change to see : 
Instead of strokes, eaeh other kissed glad, 
And lovely ^ haulst,^ from feare of treason free. 
And plighted hands, for ever friends to be. 
When all men saw this sudden change of tilings. 
So mortal! foes so friendly to agree, 
For passing ioy, wliioh so great marvaile brings, 

They all gan shout aloud, that all the heaven ring?. 

60 All which when gentle Canacee beheld, 
In hast she from her lofty chaire descended. 
To weet what sudden tidings was befeld': 
Where when she saw that cruell war so ended. 
And deadly foes so faithfuEy affrended,* 
In lovely wise she gan that lady greet, 
Which had so great dismay so well amended ; 
And, entej-taiaing her with curt'sies meet, 

Profest to her true friendship and affection sweet. 

M Thus when they all accorded goodly were, 
Tte trumpets sounded, and tJiey all arose, 
Tlience to depart with glee and gladsome cliere. 
Those warlike champions both together chose 
Homeward t« mai'ch, themselves there to repose : 
And wise Cambina, fating by her side 
Faire Canacee as fresh as morning rose, 
Unto her coch remounting, home did ride, 

Admii-'d of all the people and much gloriHde. 
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33 Wtere making ioyoua feast flieire daies they spent 
In perfect love, devoide of liatefuU stiife, 
Allide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triamond bad Canacee to wif^, 
With wliora he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere,^ 
Tlie which as life were each to other liefe.* 
So all alike did love, and loved were, 

That since their days such lovers wei-e not fcund 



.^hyGooglc 



Satyrans makes a Turneyraent 

ForloveofFlorimell: 
Britomart winnes the prize from ftU, 

And ArtBgall dotli qnall. 

1 It often Ms, (as here it earst befell,) 
That moi-fall foes doe turne to faithful! frends, 
And friends profest are chaungd to foemen fell : 
The cause of both, of both theiv minds depends ; 
And th' end of bofh, hkewise of both theiv ends : 
For enmitie, that of no ill proceeds, 
But of occasion, with th' occasion ends ; 
And friendship, which a faint affection breeds 

Without regard of good, dyes like ill-grounded seeds. 

s That ivel! {me seemes) appeai-es by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamocd befell ; 
As els^ by this : tliat now a new debate 
Stird lip twixt Blaudamour and Pai-idell, 
The which by course befals me here to tell. 

1 Ele, also. 

n. 2.— Tmixl CtcmbeS ond Sir Triamoid, &c.! Cambell aiid 
Sir Trlamond are instances of " enmitle tliat of no ill pruEeadB " ; 
Blandanionr and Paridall, of fi-iandsllip " wittiont regai-d of good," 

II. 6.— The rftcft, &o.] The atoiy is now resumed from 
Canto II. 31. 
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WTio, having those two other knights espide 
Mareliiag afore,' as ye remember well, 
Sent forth fteir squire to have them both descride, 
And eke those masked ladies riding theiu beside. 

3 Who backe returning told, as he had seene, 
That they were doughtie knights of dreaded name. 
And those two ladies their two loves unseene ; 
And therefore wisht them without blot or blame 
To let them passe at will, for ijread of shame. 
But Blandamour, full of vain-glorious sprighf, 
And rather stii'd by his digcpfdfull dame, 

Upon them gladly would have prov'd his might, 
But that he yet was sore of his lale luctlesse light. 

4 Yel^ nigh approching, he them fowle hespake, 
Disgracing ^ them, himgelfe thereby to grace, 
As was his wont ; so weening way to make 
To ladies love, whereso he came in pla«e. 
And with lewd termes their lovers to deface. 
"Whose sharpe provokement them incenst so sore, 
That bofh were bent t' avenge his usage base, 
And gan tlieir shields addresse themselves afore : 

For evill deedes may better then bad words be 
bore. 

3 But faire Cambina with pei-swasions myld 
Did mitigate the flercenesse of their mode. 



HI. 3 Miscinc] Tbe ladiej iveie nicisked. Stan.-,a 11, B. 
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That ibr tlie present they were reconcyld, 
And gan to treats of deeds of armes abrode, 
And sti'ange adventures, all the way they rode ; 
Amongst the which they told, as then befell, 
Of tliat great Tumey which was blazed brode, 
For that rich girdle of faire Florimell, 
The prize of her which did in beautie most excell, 

a To which folke-mote ' they ail with one consent, 
Sith eacb of them his ladie had him by, 
Whose beautie each of them thought excellent. 
Agreed to traveU, and their fortunes try. 
So as they passed fprth, tliey did espy 
One in bright armes with ready epeare in rest, 
That toward them his course seem'd to apply ; 
Gainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest, 
Ilini weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have re- 

7 Which th' oEher seeing gan his course relent, 
And vaunted^ speare eftsoones to disadvaunce,' 
As if lie naught but peace and pleasure ment, 
Now falne into their fellowship by chance ; 
Whereat they shewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide, 
His roving eie did on the lady gUiunce 
Which Blandamour Iiad riding by his side : 
Whom sui-e he wecnd tliat he eomwhere tofore* had 



ike-mole, meeting of people. s Bisadvowice, di 
loited, thrust fonvnrf. 4 lb/ore, before. 
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s It was to weete that snowy Floi'imell, 
Wliich Ferrau late from liraggadocliio wonne; 
"Whom he now seeing, her remembered well, 
How, having reft her from tJie Witches sonne, 
He soone her lost: wherefore he now begunne 
To challenge her anew, as liis owne prize, 
Whom formerly he had in ba,tlell wonne, 
And proffer made by force ber to reprize ^ : 
WMch scomefuU offer Blandamour gaa aoone despize ; 

9 And said : " Sir Knight, sith ye this lady clame, 
Whom he that hath were loth to lose so light,^ 
(For so to lose a lady were gi-eat shame,) 
Yee sliall her winne, as I have done, in light : 
And lo I shee shall be placed here in sight 
Together with this Hag beside her set, 
That who so winnes iier may her have by right; 
But he shaU have the hag that is ybet,' 
And wilh her alwwes ride, till he another get." 

w That offer pleased all the eompany : 
So Florimell witb At& forth was hrouglit, 
At which they all gan laugh fiill merrily : 
Bat Bi'aggadoehio said, he never thought 
For such an hag, that seemed woi-se then nought, 
His pea-son to emperill so in fight : 
But if to match that lady they had sought 
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Another like, that were like faire and hright, 
His hfe he then would spend to iustifie his right. 

u At which hm vaine excuse they all gan smile, 
As seoraing hia unmanly cowardize ; 
And Florimell him fowly gan revile, 
That for her salie refus'd to enterprize 
The battell, ofFred ia so knightly wize; 
And At& eke provokt him privily 
With iove of her, and shame of such mespriae.' 
But naught he car'cl for friend or enemy ; 

For in base mind nor friendship dwels nor enmity. 

13 But Cambell tiius did shut up all in iest: 
" Bi-ave Kniglits and Ladies, certes ye doe wi-ong 
To stin-e up strife, when most us aeedeth rest, 
That we may us reserve both fresh and strong 
Against tlie Turneiment, which is not long,* 
When who so list to fight may fight his flU : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong^ ; 
And then it shall be tried, if ye will, 

Whetber shall have the Hag, or hold the Lady still." 

13 They all agreed ; so, turning all to game 
And plcasaunt bord,* they past forth on their way, 
And all tliat while, whereso they rode or came. 
That masked mock -knight waa their sport andplay. 
Till that at length upon th' appointed day 
"Unto the place of turneyment they came ; 
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Wliere they before them found in fresh aray 
Manie a hrave knight and maaie a d^ntie dame 
Assembled for to get the honour of that game. 

14 There this faire crewe arriving did divide 
Themselves asunder : Blandaniour with those 
Of his on th' one, the rest on th' other side. 
But boastfuil Bra^adocchio rather chose, 
For glorie vsune, their fellowship fo lose, 
That men on him. the more might gaze alone. 
The rest tliemselves in troupes did else dispose, 
Like as it seemed best to every one ; 

The knighls in couples marcht with ladies linckt 
attone.' 

15 Then first of all forth came Sir Satyrane, 
Beoi'ing that precious relicke in an arke 

Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane ; 
Wliich drawing softly forth out of the dai-ke, 
He open shewd, that all men it mote mai-ke ; 
A gorgeous Girdle, curiously embost 
"With pearle and precious stone, worth many a 

marke ; 
Yet did the workmanship farre passe the cost : 
It was the siane which lately Florimel had lost, 

18 Tliat same alofl he hong in open vew, 
To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 
The which, eftaoones discovered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with close delight, 
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And liearts quife robbed witli so glorious sight, 
That all men threw out vowes and wishes vaine. 
Thrise happie Ia<3ie, and thritse happie knight, 
Them seemd, that could so goodly riches gaine, 
So worthie of the perill, worthy of the painc. 

n Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 
An huge great speare, SMch as he wont to wield, 
And, vaunciug^ forth fixjin all the other band 
Of knights, addrest his maiden-headed shield, 
Shewing himselfe all ready for the field : 
Gainst whom there singled from the otlier side 
A Painim Knight that well in armes was skild, 
And had in many a battell oft bene tride, 

Hight Brimcheval the bold, who ficrsly forth did 

IS So furiously they both togefter met. 

That neither could the others force sustaine : 
As two fierce buls, that strive the rule to get 
01^ all the heard, meete with so hideous niiune,^ 
ThaJ both rebutted tumble on the plaine ; 
So these two champions to the ground were feld; 
"Where in a maze they both did long remaine, 
And in their hands tlieir idle troncheons held, 

Which neither able were to wag,* or ouce to weld. 



XVn. 4, — Sir S.ityrane's devies iviis a Satyr's head. (Boole 
in. Cfluto VII. SO.) It is Gnyon that has a " msklea-heailod 
shield." C. 
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19 Which when the noble FeiTamont espide, 
He pricked forth in ayd of Satjraii ; 
And him agsiiast Sir Blanclamour did ride 
"With all the strength and sfifnesse that he can : 
But tJie more strong and stifTely that he ran, 
So much more sorely to the ground he fell, 
Tliat on an heape were tumbled horse and man : 
Unto whose rescue forth rwle Paridell ; 

But liim likewise with that same speare he eke did 
quell. 

30 Wliicli Braggatlocehio seeing had no will 
To hasten greatly to his parties ayd, 
Albee his tume were next; but stood there sliU, 
As one that seemed doubtful] or dismayd : 
But Triamond, haife wroth to see him staid, 
Sternly stept forth and raught^ away his spearo. 
With which so sore lie Ferramoiit assaid, 
That horse and man to ground he quite did beare. 

That neither eould in hast ihemselves againe upreare, 

91 Which to avenge Sir Devon him did dight, 

But with no better fortune then the rest; 

For him likewise he quickly downe did smight: 

And after him Sir Douglas hini addrest ; 

And after iiim Sir Palimord forth prest ; 

But none of tliem against his strokes could stand ; 

But, all ihe more,^ the more his praise increst : 

For either they were left upon the land, 
Or went away sore wounded of his haplesse baud, 

l Umiglil, readied, tools, 3 I. e, tiiir more llioy ivei-e. 
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53 And noiv by iJiis Sir Satyrano abraid^ 

Out of the swowne, in which, too long he lay ; 
And looking round about, iike one dismaid, 
When as he saw the mercilesse affray 
Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day 
Unto the noble Knights of Maidenhead, 
His mighty heart did almost rend in tway 
For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

Himselfe he wishthave be«ne then ia so bad a stead.' 

as Eftsoones.he gan to gather up around 
His weapons which lay scattei-ed all abrode, 
And, aa it fell, his steed he ready found : 
On whom remounting, fiercely forth he rode. 
Like sparke of fire that from the andvile glode,* 
There where he saw the valiant Triamond 
Chasing, and laying on them heavy lode. 
That none his force were able to vvithstond ; 

So dreadfuJl were his strokes, so deadly was his bond. 

84 With that, at him his beanilike speare he aimed, 
And thereto all his power and might applide : 
The wicked Steele for mischiefe flret ordained. 
And having now misfortune got for guide. 
Staid not till it amved ia his side. 
And therein made a very gciesly wound, 
That streames of bloud hia armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfull stoiind,* 

That seai-se he him upheld fi-om falling in a swound. 

1 AJn-aid, awoke. a CWe, glided, gliinfed. 
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sa Yet, as he migbt, timselfe he soft withcLrew 
Out of the field, that none perceiv'd it plaine. 
Then gstn the part^ of chalengers anew 
To range the field, and victorlike io rsune,'' 
That none against them hatteli durst maiafaine. 
By that the gloomy evening on them fell, 
That forced them from fighting to refi-aine, 
And trumpets sound to cease did them compell : 

So Satyrane that day was iudg'd to beai'e the bell. 



as The morrow next the tumey gan anew ; 
And with the first the hardy Satyrane 
Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew : 
Oa th' other side full many a warhke awaJEe 
Assembled were, that glorious prize to gaine. 
But mongst them all was not Sir Triamond ; 
Unable he new hatteli to darraine,* 
Through grievaunce of his late received wound, 

That doubly did him grieve when so himsclfe he 



n Which Cambell seeing, though he could not salve,^ 
Me done undoe, yet, for to salve his name 
And purchase honour in his friends behalve. 
This goodly countevfesaunce he did frame: 
The shield and armes, well kuowne to be the same 
Which Triamond had worne, unwares to wight* 
And to his friend unwist, for doubt^ of blame 



1 Part, party. 

2 Same, reign. 

B Barraijie, cont 
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If lie misdid, lie on Idmselfe did dighf, 
That none could liim discerne ; and so went fovUi to 
fight. 

3s Tliere Satyrane lord of the field he found, 
Triumphing iu great ioy and lolity ; 
Gainst whom none able waa to stand on ground. 
That much he gan hia glorie to env^, 
And east t' avenge hia friendis indignity: 
A raightie speare eftsoones at him he bent; 
Who, seeing him come on so furiously, 
Met liim mid-way with equall hardiment, 

That forcibly to ground they both together went. 

29 They up againe themselves can lightly reare, 
And to their tryed swords themaelvea betake ; 
With which they wrought such wondroua marvels 

That all the rest it did amazed make, 
We any dayd their perlU to partake ; 
Now cufUng' close, now chacing to and fi'o, 
Now hurtling* round advant^e for to take : 
As two wild boai-es together grapling go, 
Chaufing, and foming choler each against his fo. 

BO So as they coursf, and turneyd here and theare. 
It chaunst Sir Satyrane his steed at last, 
Whether through foundring or through sodcin feare, 
To stumble, that his rider nigh he cast ; 



1 Cuffing, Btrildng. Tlio old etiitii 
3 E'SiiHtig, Eklrmisbidg. 
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Wiiicb vaunts^e Cambell did pursue so fast, 
That, ere himselfe he had recovered well, 
So Bore he sowst' him on thecorapast'' creast, 
That forced him to leave his loftie sell,^ 
And rudely tumbling doivne under his horse feete fell. 

ai Lightly Carabello leapt dowiie from his st«ed. 
For to Iiave rent his shield and armes away, 
That whylorae wont to be the victors meed ; 
When all unwarea he felt aa hideous sway 
Of many swords that lode on him did lay : 
An hundred knights liad him enclosed I'ound, 
To rescue Satyrane out of his pray ; 
All which at once huge strokes on him did pound. 

In hope to take him prisoaer, where he stood on ground. 

Bi He with their multitude was nought dismayd, 
But with stout courage turad upon them all. 
And with bis brond-iron round about him layd; 
Of which he dealt large almea, as did befall : 
Like as a lion, that by chaunce doth fall 
lato the hunters toile, doth rage and rore, 
la royall heart disdaining to be thrall : 
But all in value : for what might one do more ? 

They have him taken captive, though it grieve him sore. 

aj Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought 
There as he lay, his wound he soone forgot. 
And starting up streight for his armour sought: 
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; he souglit ; for there he found it not ; 

o it away before had got: 
Cambelloes armes therefore he on him threw, 
And hghtly issewd forth to tate his lot. 
There he in troupe found aU that wai-like ci-ew 
Leading his friend away, full sorie to his vew. 

31 Into the thickest of that knightly preasse'^ 

He thrust, and smote downe all that was hetweene, 
Caried with fervent zeale ; ne did he ceasse, 
Till that he came where he had Cambell seece 
Lite captive tjiral two other luiights atweene : 
There he amongst them cruell havocke makeiS, 
That they which lead him soone enforced beene 
To let him loose to save their proper stakes ; 

Who, being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes. 

E8 With tjiat he drives at them with dreadfidl might, 
Both in remembrance of his friends late hai-me. 
And in revengement of his owne despight : 
So both together give a new allarme, 
As if bnt now the batfell wexed warme. 
As when two greedy wolves doe breake by force 
Into an heard, farre from the husband faime,^ 
They spoile and ravine without all remorse ; * 

So did these two through all the field their foes enforce 

36 Fiercely they foUowd on theii' bolde emprize, 
Till trumpets sound did wanie them all to rest : 

' Preasis, press. 2 1, e. tKo husbandnmn's farm. 
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Then all with one consent did yeuld the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the best : 
Bnt Triamond to Cambell it relest, 
And Cambeil it to Triamond transferd ; 
Each labouring t' advance the otiiei-s gest,' 
And make his praise before his owne preferd: 
So that the doonie' was to another day differd. 

3T The last day came ; when all those knightes againe 
Assembled were their deedes of armes to shew. 
Full many deedes that day were shewed plaine : 
But Satyrane, bove all the other crew, 
His wondrous worth declared in all mens view; 
For from the first he to the last endured : 
And though some while Fortune from him with- 

Yet evermore his honour he recured,' 
And with unwearied powre his party still assured. 

3S Ne was there knight that ever thought of armes, 
But that his utmost prowesse there made knowen : 
That, by their many wounds and earelesse ' harmes, 
By shivered speares and swords all under strowen, 
By scattered shields, was eusie to be showen. 
There might ye see' loose steeds at randon ronne, 
Whose luckelesse riders hue were overthrowen ; 
And squiei-s make hast to helpe their lords for- 
donne' ; 

But still die Knights of Blaidenhead the better wonne. 

^ Oestf iLchievcmeiit- 
" Bmme, decision. 
8 Secured, recovered. 
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39 Till that there eiitred on tte other side 

A straunger Knigit, from whence no man could 

In qujent disguise, full hard to be descride * : 
For ail his armour was like salvage weed^ 
WitJi woody mosse bedight, and all his steed 
With oaken leaves attrapt, that seemed fit 
For salvage wight, and thereto well i^reed 
His word,^ which oa his ragged shield was writ, 
Sahagesse samjinesse, shewing secret wit, 

40 He, at his fii-st iucomming, charg'd Ms spere 
At him that first appeared in liis sight; 
That was to weet the stout Sir Saiigliere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant knight, 
Approved oft in many a perlous fight: 

Him at the first encounter downe he smole, 

And over-bore beyond his crouper qiiight; 

And after him another knight, tliat bote* 

Sir Brianor, so sore, that none him life behote.' 

41 Then, ere bis hand he reard, he overthrew 
Seven knights, one after other, as they came : 
And, when his speare was hrust,* bis sword he drew, 
The instrument. of wrath, and with the same 
Far'd' like a lyon in his bloodie game. 

Hewing and slashing shields and helmets bright, 

3 DacriU, made out, nndCTtook. » BeUle. promised, 

a Sriwije weed, wild dress. ' Srmt, broken. 

» Wrn-d, motto. ' Far'd, went. 
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And beating dowae wliatever nigh him came, 

That every oae gan shun his dreadful! sight 

No lease then death itselfe, in daungeroua affl'ight. 

4-j Much wondred all men what or whence he came,. 
That did amongst die troupes so tyrannize ; 
And each of other gan inquire his name : 
But, when they could not learne it by no wize, 
Most answerable to his wyld disguize 
It seemed, him to lerme the Salvage Knight: 
But certes his right name was otherwize, 
Though knowne to few that Arthegal! he bight. 

The doughtiest knight that hv'd that day, and most 
of might. 

43 Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 
By his sole manhood and atcbievement stout 
Dismayd,^ that none of them in field durst stand, 
But beaten were and chased all about. 
So be continued all that day throughout, 
Till evening that the sunne gan downwai-d bend: 
Then ruslied forth out of the thickest rout 
A Bti^mger Knight, that did his glorie shend = : 

So nought may be esteemed happie till the end ! 

44 He at his entrance eharg'd his powrcfull speare 
At Artegall, in middest of his pryde, 
And tlierewith smote him on hia umbricre^ 
So sore, that, tombhng backe, he downe did slyde' 
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Over his horses faile above a stryde ; 
"Whence Iitle lust^ lie had to rise againe. 
Wliich Carabell seeing, much the same eiivyde,'' 
And ran at him with all his might and mtune ; 
But shortly was likewise seene lying on the plaine. 

i5 yVhereat full inly wroth was Ti-iamond, 

And cast t' avenge the shame doen to his freead : 

■ But by Ilia friend himselt'e eke soone he fond' 
In no lesse neede of heipe then him he weend.* 
All which when Blandamour from end to end 
Beheld, ha woxe therewith displeased sore, 
And thought in mind it shortly to amend : 
His speare he feutred,* and at him it bore ; 

But with no better fortune then the rest afore. 

46 Full many others at him likewise ran ; 
But a!i of them likewise dismounted were : 
Ne certes wonder ; for no po^vre of man 
Could bide the force of that enchaunted speare, 
The which tliis famous Britomart did beare ; 
With which she wondrous deeds of arms atchieved, 
And overthrew whatever came her neare, 
That all those stranger knights full sore agrieved, 

And that late weaker band of chalengers relieved. 



a day, when raging heat 
Doth burne the earth and boylcd rivers drie, 



a EnmjdB, begrudged. 
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Tiiat all brute beasfs, forst to refraine fro meat, 
Doe hunt for shade whei'e shrowded they may lie. 
And, missing ii, faine' from themselves to flie ; 
All ti-avellers tormented are with paine : 
A watry cloud dotli overcast the skie, 
And poureth forth a sudden shoure of raine, 
That all the wretched world recomforteth agaJue : 

48 So did the warlike Britomart restore 

The priae to Knights of Maydenhead that day, 
Which, else was like to have bene lost, and bore 
The prayse of prow&sse from them aJl away. 
Then shrilling trompets loudly gan to bray. 
And bad tliem leave their labours and long toyle 
To ioyous feast and other gentle play. 
Where beauties prize shold win that pretious 
spoyle'' : 

Where I with sound of trompe will also rest awhyie. 

i L e. act as if thoy would ( ?). a I. e. Flotimell'a eirdlc. 
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The Ladies for the Gicdls Etrivo 

OffemonsFioi-imell: 
Scndnmour, oomming to Cares house, 

Doth eleepe from him • expell. 



1 It hath bene tlirough all ages ever seeue, 
That with the praise of ai-mes and chevalric 
The prize of beautie still hath ioyned beene ; 
And that for reasons spepiall privitie ; 
For either doth on other much relie : 
For he me seemes most fit die faire to serve, 
That can her best defend from villcnie ; 
And she most fit his service doth deserve, 
That fiurest is, and from her fiiitli will never swerve. 

a So fitly now here commeth next in place, 
Aiier the pi-oofe of Prowesse ended well, 
The controverse of Beauties sover^ne grace ; 
In which, to her that doth the most exceli, 
Shall fall the girdle of faire FlorimeU ; 
That many wish to win for glorie vaine, 
And not for vertnous nee, which some doe tell 
Tliat glorious belt did in itselfe containe, 
■Which ladies ought to love, and seeke for to obtaiue. 
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3 That girdle gave the vertue of chost love 
And wivehood true to all that did it ijeare ; 
But whosoever cflntrarie dotli prove 
Might not the same about her middle weare, 
But it would loose, or else asunder teare. 
Whilome it was (as Faeries wont report) 
Dame Venus girdle, by her steemed deare 
What lame she usd W live in wively sort, 

But iayd aside whenso she usd^ her looser sport. 

4 Her husband Vuleaa whylome for her sake, 
"When first he loved her with heart entire. 
This preiious ornament, they say, did make, 
And wrought in Lemno with unquenched fire : 
And aflerwai'ds did for her loves first hire 
Give it to her, for ever to remaine, 
Therewith to bind lascivious desire, 

And loose affections streightly ' to restraiae ; 
Which vertue it for ever after did retaine. 

3 The same one day, when she herselfe disposd 
To visite her beloved paramoure, 
The God of Warre, she fi-om her middle looad. 
And left behind her in her secret bowro 
On Acidalian mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleasant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimell in her first ages fioivre 

•IM, pvaoUsed, a Streishtly, strictly. 
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Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say,) 
And brought with her from thence that goodly belt 

6 That goodly belt was Cestus hight hy name, 
And as her Ufe by her esteemed deare : 
No wonder then, if tliat to winne the same 
So many ladies sought, as shall appeare ; 
For pearelesse she was thought that did it beare. 
And now by this their feast all being ended. 
The iudges, which tliereto selected were, 
Info the Martian field' adowne descended 
To deeme^ this doutfull case, for which tbey all con- 
tended. 

^ But first was question made, which of those knights 
That lately tumeyd had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged, by those worthie wights. 
That Satyraoe tlie first day best bad donne: 
For he last ended, having fii-st begonne. 
The second was to Triamond belli ght,' 
For that be sav'd the victour from fordonne^: 
For Carabell victour was, in all mens sight. 
Till by misliap he in his foemens hand did light. 

6 The third dayes piize vinto that straunger knight, 
Whom all men term'd Kniglit of the Hebcnc^ 
Speare, 



> I. e.tha field of battle [Campus Mnrtius). 

2 Dsenie, judge. * Fm-doime, being i-uinad. 

X BMghi, tt^iidg^- ' Htbene, ebony. 
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To Britomart, was given liy good right ; 
For that with puissant stroke she downc did be are 
The Salvage Knight that victour was whilearo,' 
And all the rest which had the best afore, 
And, to the last, unconquer'd did appeare ; 
For last is deemed best: to her therefore 
The feyrest ladle was adiudgd for pararaore. 

9 But thei-eat greatly grudged Arthegall, 
And much repynd, that both of victors meede 
And eke of honour she did him forestall; 
Yet mote he not withstand what was decreedc ; 
But inly thought of that despightfull deede 
Fit time t' awaite avenged for to bee. 
This being ended thus, and all agreed, 
Then next ensew'd tlie paragon to see 
Of beauties praise, and yeeld the fayrest her due fee. 

10 Then first Caiubello brought «n(o their view 
His faire Cambina covered with a veale ; 
Which, being once withdrawne, most perfect hew 
And passing beautie did eftsoones reveale. 

That able was weake harts away to steale. 
Nest did Sir Ti-iamond unto their sight 
The face of his deare Canacee unheale^; 
"Whose beauties beanie eftsoones did shine so bright, 
That daz'd the eyes of all, as with exceeding light. 

11 And after her did Paridell produce 

His false Duessa, that she might be scene; 
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Who with her forged beautie did seduce 
The hearts of some that fairest lier did weane , 
Aa diverse wits affected divers beene. 
Then did Sir Ferramont unto them shew 
His Lucida, that was full faire and sheene : 
And after these an hundred ladies moe 
Appear'd in place, the which each other did outgoe. 

la All which who so dare thinke for to enchace,'- 
Him needeth sure a golden pen I weene 
To tell the feature of each goodly face. 
For, since the day that they created Iieene, 
So many heavenly faces were not seene 
Assembled in one place: ne he that thought 
For Cliiaii folks to pourtraict beauties queeue, 
By view of all the fairest to him brought, 

So many faire did see, as here he might have sought. 

la At last, tlie most redoubted Britonesse 

Her lovely Amoret did open shew ; 

Whose face, discovered, plain ely did expresse 

The heavenly pourtraict of bright angels hew. 

Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 

That she should surely beare the bell away; 

Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 

And very Florimel!, did her display: 
The sight of whom once seene did all the rest dismay.* 



.^hyCOOglC 



BOOK IV. C'AKTO V. 91 

11 For all afore that secraod fayre and briglit, 
How base and contemptible did appeare, 
Compar'd to her that shone as Phebes light 
Amongst the lesser stavres in evening cleare. 
All tliat her saw with wonder ravislit weare, 
And weend no mortall creature she should bee, 
But some celestiall shape that flesh did beare : 
Yet all were glad there Fiorimell to see ; 

Yet thought that Fiorimell was not so faire as shee. 

Id Aa guilefull goldsmith that by secret skill 
With golden foyle doth finel/ oTer-spred 
Some baser raelall, which commend he will 
Unto the vulgar for good gold lasted, 
He much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed 
To hide his felshood, then if it were trcw : 
So hard this idole ^ was to be ared,* 
Tliat Fiorimell herselfe in all mens vew 

She seem'd t* passe': so forged things do fairest shew. 

ifl Then was that golden belt by doome of all 
Graunted to her, as ta the fayrest dame; 
Which being brought, about her middle small 
They thought to gird, as best it her became ; 
But by no meanes they could it thereto frame : 
For, ever as they fastned it, it loos'd 
And fell away, as feeling secret blame. 
Full oft about her wast she it enclos'd ; 

And it as oft was from about her wast disclos'd: 
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n That all men wondred at the uncouth ' sight, . 
And each one thought as to their fancies came . 
But she herselfe did thinke it doen for spight. 
And touched was with secret wrath and shame 
Therewith, as tiling deviz'd her to defame. 
Then many other ladies likewise tride 
About their tender lojnes to knit the same ; 
But it would not on none of them abide, 

But when they thought it fast, eftsooiiea it was un- 
tidc. 

ig Which when that scornefuU Squire of Dames did 

He lowdly gati to laugh, and thus to iest : 
" Alas for pittie, that so faire a crew, 
As like cannot be seene from east to west, 
Cannot find one this girdle to invest'^ ! 
Fie on the man that did it first invent. 
To shsune ua all with this, Ungirt unUesi! 
Let never ladie to bis love assent, 
That hath this day so many so unmanly shent." " 

10 Thereat all knights gan laugh, and ladies lowre : 
Till that at last the gentle Amoret 
Likewise assajd to prove that girdles powre ; 
And, having it about her middle set, 
Did find it fit withouten breach or let ; 
"Whereat the rest gan greatly to envie ; 
But Florimell exceedingly did fret, 

1 Diicmift, strniige. ' Sheni, difgmcEd. 
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And, snatching from her hand halfe angrily 
The belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie : 

ao Tet natbemoi'e would it her bodie fit ; 
Tet iiathelesse to her, as her dew right, 
It yeelded was by them that Judged it ; 
And she heraelfe adiudged to the knight 
That bore the hebene speare, as woiine in fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto assent, 
Ne her owne Amoret forgoe so light 
For that strange dame, whose beauties wooder- 

She lesse esteem'd then tli' othei's vertnous govem- 

31 Whom when the rest did see her to refuse, 

They were full glad, in hope themseives to get 

her: 
Tet at her choice they all did greatly muse,* 
But, after that, the iudges did arret^ her 
Unto the second best that lov'd her better ; 
That was the Salvage Knight: but he was gone 
In great displeasure, that he could not get her. 
Then Wits she iudged Triamond his one ; 

But Triamoud lov'd Canacee and other none. 

53 Tho unio Satyran she was adiudged. 
Who was right glad to gaine so goodly meed ; 
But Blandamour thereat fuU greatly grudged, 
And litle prays'd his labours eviil speed, 

1 Mus!, n-ondov. = An-d, ndjndgo. 
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Thai, for to winne the saddle, lost the etepd. 
Ne lesse thpreat did Paudell coraplaine, 
And thought t' appeale, fiom that vihirh n is de- 
creed, 
To stnitle combtt -nith Sir Satji ine 
Theieio him At6 slird, new discoid to maintiiiie 

53 And eke, with these, full many othei knighls 
She thiough hei wicked working did m^'en'-e 
Her to demaund and chalenge^ as their ughts. 
Deserved for their perils recompense. 
Amongst the rest, with boastfuU vaine pretense 
Stept Bi-aj^adochio forth, and as his thrall ^ 
Her claym'd, by him in battell wonne long sens: 
Whereto hei-selfe he did lo witnesse call ; 

Who, being askc, accordingly confessed all. 

54 Thereat exceeding wroth was Satyran ; 
And wroth with Siityran was Blaridamour; 
And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan ; 
And at them both Sir Paridell did loure. 
So all together stird up strifuU atoure,^ 
And readie were new battell to darraine*: 
Each one profeat to be her pai-amoure. 

And vow'd with speare and shield it to maintaine ; 
Ne fudges powre, ne reasons rule, mote them restraine, 
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m Whicii troublous stirre wlien Satyrane aviz'd,^ 
He ga» to cast liow to appease the same, 
And, to accord them all, this meanes deviz'd 
Firat in the midst to set that fayrest dame, 
To whom each one his chatenge should disclame, 
And he himselfe his riglit would eke releasee : 
Then, looke to whom she voluntarie came, 
He should without disturbance her possesse : 

Sweete is the love tJiat comes alone with wilKngnrase. 

an They all agreed ; and then that snowy mayd 
"Was in the middest plast among them all : 
All on her gazing wisht, and vowd, and prayd, 
And to the Queene of Beautie close' did call, 
That she unto their portion might befall. 
Then when she long had lookt upon each one, 
As tliough she wished to have pleasd them all, 
At last to Bri^adouhio selfe alone 

She came of her accord, in spight of all his fone.° 

n Which when they all beheld, they chaft, and rag'd, 
And woxe nigh mad for very harls despighf. 
That fram revenge their willes they scarse asswag'd; 
Some tliought from him her to have reft by might j 
Some proffer made with him for her to iiglit : 
But he nonght ear'd for all that they could say ; 
For he their words as wind esteemed light : 
Yet not fit place he thought it there to stay. 

But secretly from thence that night her bore away. 



1 Jrh'd, perceiTcd. 

2 C^oie, secret!)'. 
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19 They whicli i-emayntl, so soone as they perceiv'd 
That she was gone, departed Uience witli speed, 
And foUow'd them, in mind her to have reav'd^ 
Fi-om wight unworthie of so noble meed. 
In which poursuit how each one did succeede, 
Shall else'' be told in order, as it fell. 
But now of Britomart it here doth neede 
The hard adventures and strange liapa to (ell ; 

Since with the i-est she went not after Floriraell. 

39 For soone as she them saw to discord set, 
Her list no longer in that place abide ; 
Eat, taking with her lovely Amoret, 
Upon her first adventure foith did ride, 
To seeke her lov'd,' making blind Love her guide. 
tJnluckie majd, to seeke her enemie ! 
Unluclde mayd, to seeke him farre and wide, 
Wliom, when he was nnto herselfe most nie, 

She through his late disgulzement could him not dc- 



U) So much the more lier griefe, the more her toyle : 
Yet neither toyle nor griefe she once did spare. 
In seeking him that should her paine assoyle^ ; 
Whereto great comfort in her sad misfare'^ 
"Was Amoret, companion of her care : 
Who likewise sought her lover long miswent,* 
The gentle Scudamour, whose heart whileare 
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That stryfull Hag with gealous discontent 
Had fild, that he to fell reveng was fully bent; 

31 Bent to revenge on blamelesse Britomart 
The crime which cursed Ate kindled earst, 
The which like thomea did pricke Ms gealoaa hart. 
And through liis soule like poysned an-ow persi,. 
That by no reason it might be reverst,^ 
For ought that Giauc^ could or doe or say: 
For, aye the more that she the same rehersf, 
The more it gauld and griev'd him night and day, 

That nought but dire revenge his anger mote defray.^ 

31 So as they traveUed, the drouping night 

Covered with cloudie storme and bitter showre, 
That dreadful! seem'd to every living wight, 
Upon them fell, before her timely howre ; 
Tliat forced them to seeke some covert bowre. 
Where they might bide their heads in quiet rest, 
And shrowd their persons from that stormie stowre.* 
Not farre away, not meete for any guest, 

They spide a little cott^e, like some poore mans nest. 

33 Under a steepe hilles side it placed was, 

There where the mouldred earth had cav'd * the 

banke; 
And fast beside a little brooke did pas 
Of muddie water, that like puddle stanke. 
By which few crooked sallowes grew in ranke : 

1 fleceuf, ara«n out. " StowrE, attack. 

2 Defrmj, appease. * Om'd, UoUowed. 
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Whereto approaching nigli, they heai'd the sound 
Of many yvon hammers heating ranhe,^ 
And answering theiv wearie turnes around, 
That seemed some blachsmith dwelt in tliat desert 
ground, 

S4 There eiitring in, they found the goodman selfe 
Full busily unto his worke ybent ; 
"Who was to weet a wretched wearish^ ehij, 
With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes foi-speat,^ 
As if lie had in prison long hene pent: 
Full blaclte and griesly did his face appeare, 
Besmeard with smoke that nigh his eye-sight blent* , 
"With ni^ed beard, and hoarie shaded heare, 

The which he never wont to combe, or comely sheare. 

38 Eude was fiis garment, and to rags all rent, 
Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 
With bhstred hands emongst the cinders brent, 
And fingei-s filthie with long nay les unpared, 
Eight fit to rend the food on which he fared. 
His name was Care ; a blacksmith by his trade, 
That neither day nor night from working spared, 
■ But to small purpose yron wedges made : 

Those be Unquiet Thoughts that cai-efull minds invade, 

as In which his worke he had sixe servants prest,' 
About the andvile standicg evermore, 
With huge great hammers, that did never rest 

1 JJiiiiie, flBTceiy. * Slml, blindad. 

2 Weari^ Bliraakcn, wizeued. ' Fnei, remly at hand, 
s Forapenl, Tvusted. 
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From heaping sti-oakes which thereon soused sore: 
All sixe strong grooraes, hut one then other more ; 
For by degrees they all were disagreed' ; 
So likewise did the hammers which they hore 
Like belles in greatnesse orderly sncoeed, 
That he whidi was the last the first did farre esceede. 



37 He like a monsti-ous gyant seem'din sight, 
Farre passing Broiiteus or Pyracmon great, 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
Frame tlmnderbolts for loves aveugefull threate. 
So dreadfully he did the and vile beat. 
That seem'd to dust he shortly would it drive : 
So huge his hammer, and so fierce his heat, 
Th^ seem'd a iwke of diamond it could rive 

And rend asunder quite, if he thereto list strive, 

33 Sir Scudamour there entring much admired 
The manner of tlieir worke and wearie p^ne ; 
And, having long beheld, at last enquired 
The cause and end thereof ; but all in vaine ; 
For they for nought would from their worke re 

fraine, 
Ne let his speeches come unto their eare ; 
And eke the breathfull beliowes blew amaine. 
Like to the northi-en winde, tliat none could heare ; 

Those Pensifenesse did move ; and Sighes the bel- 
lows weare. 

1 Dimgr^ied, made to differ. 
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39 Whiuh whea that warriour saw, he said no more, 
But ia his annour layd him downe to rest : 

To rest he layd him downe upon the flore, 
(Whyiome for ventrous kniglits the bedding best,) 
And thought hia wearie limbs to have redrest.^ 
And that old, aged dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Her feeble iojnts layd eke adowne to rest ; 
That needed much her weake age to desire,* 
After 50 long a travell which them both did tire. 

40 There lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting 
When gentle sleepe his heavie eyes would close ; 
Oft chaunging sides, and oft new place electing, 
Where better seem'd he mote himselfe repose ; 
And oft ill wrath he thence againe uprose ; 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But, wheresoever he did himselfe dispose, 

He by no meanes couJd wished ease obtaine : 
So every place seem'd pajnefull, and ech changing 



41 And evermore, when he to sleepe did thinkc, 
The hammers sound his senses did molest ; 
And evermore, when he began to winke, 
The bellowes noyse disturb'd his quiet rest, 
Ne Euffred sleepe to settle ia his brest. 
And all the night the dogs did barke and howie 






SXXIX. «. — Jlis fatthfua Squire.] Glauca hna h 
tandance on Soadamunr since Bvllomart nndertook tl 
snoe of Amoret. Book HI. Canto XII. 44, 45. C. 
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About the house, at sent of stranger guest : 
And now the crowing eocke, and now the owlo 
Lowde shriking, him afflicted to the very sowle. 

43 And, if by fortune any litie nap 

Upon his heavie eye-lids chaunst to fall, 
Eftaoones one of those villeins him did rap 
Upon his head-peece with his yron mall ^ ; 
That he was soone awaked there withall, 
And hghtly started up as one affrayd, 
Or as if one him suddenly did call : 
So oftentimes he out of sleepe abroyd,^ 

And then lay musing long on tliat' him ill apayd.* 

43 So long he muzed, aiid so long Le lay, 
That at the last his wearie sprite opprest 
With fleshly weakuesse, which no creature may 
Long time resist, gave place to kindly rest, 
That all his senses did full soone an-est : 

Tet, in his soundest sleepe, his dayly^ feare 
His ydie braine gaii busily molest, 
And made him dreame those two ' disloyall were . 
The things that day moat minds, at night doe most 
appeare, 

44 With that the wicked carle, the majster smith, 
A paii-e of red-whot yron tongs did talie 

Out of the buraing cinders, and therewith 



1 ^aM, hammer. * lll^ayd, dissaOaSed, or distiu 

* A&rayd, awoke. 1 1, c. of the day. 

3 Tliat, that whicli. I. e. Amoret and Britomart. 
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Under his side him nipt ; that, forst to wake, 
He felt Lis hart for very paine to quake, 
And started up avenged for to be 
On him the which his quiet slomher brake : 
Yet, looking round about him, none could see ; 
Yet did the smart remaine, though he himselfe did flee, 

a In such disquiet and hart-fretting payne 

He all that night, that too long night, did passe. 
And now the day out of the ocean mayne 
Began to peepe above this earthly masse, 
With pearly dew sprinkling the morning grasae : 
Then up he rose like heavie lumpe of lead, 
That in his face, as in a looking glasse. 
The signes of anguish one mole plainely read, 

And ghesse the n;an to be dismayd' with gealoiis 
(3 read. 

48 Unto his lofty steede he clombe aiione. 
And forth upon Ida former voiage fared, 
And with him eke that aged Squire attone^; 
Who, whatsoever perill was pi'epared, 
Both equall paines and equall perill shared : 
The end whereof and daungerous event 
Shall for another canticle be spared: 
But here my wearie teeme, nigh over-spent, 

Shall breath itselfe awhile after so loug a ivent." 

' ilianwjrf^ overpowered. s IT'tn(, jourirey. 
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CAXTO VI. 



1 What equall foi-mcnt to the griefe of mind 
And pyiiing anguish hid in gentle hart, 
That inly feeds itaelfe with thoughts unkind, 
And nourisheth her owne consuming smart ! 
What medicine can any leaches art 
Teeld such a sore, that doth her grievance hide, 
And ivill to none her maladie impart ! 
Such was the wound that Scudamour did gi-ide ^ : 
For which Dan Phehus selfe cannot a salve provide. 

2 Who having left that restlesse House of Care, 
The next day, as he on his waj did ride, 
Full of melancholie and sad misfiire ^ 
Through misconceipt, all unawares espide 
An armed Knight under a forrest side 
Sitting in shade beside his gi-azing steede ; 
Who, soone as them approaching he desci-ide, 
Gan towards them to pricfce with eger speede. 
That seem'd he waa full bent to some mischievous 
deede. 
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a Which Scudamour perceiving fortli issewed 
To have rencouiitred him in equal! race ; 
But, soone as th' other nigh approaching vewed 
The armes he bore, his speare he gan abase 
And voide ^ bis course ; at which so auddain case 
He wondi'ed much : but Ih' other thus can ^ say : 
" Ah ! gentle Scudamour, unto your gi-ace 
I me submit, and you of pardon pray. 
That almost had against you trespassed this day." 

4 Whereto thus Scudamour : " Small harme It were 
For any knight upon a ventrons knight 
Without displeasance for to prove his spere. 

But reade you. Sir, sith ye my name have hight,* 
What is your owne, that I mote you requite ? " 
" Certes," sayd he, " ye mote as now excuse 
Me from discovering you my name aright: 
For time yet serves * that I the same refuse j 
But call ye me the Salvage Knight, as othei-s use." 

5 " Then this, Sir Salvage Knight," quoth he, 

" areede ^ ; 
Or doe you here within this forrest wonne,* 
That aeemeth ivel! to answere to your weede, 
Or have ye it for some occasion donne ? 
That rather seeraes, sith knowen armes ye slioune." 



1 Voide, tufn from. ' < I. e. furaishes a 

!1 Ckm, gan. ^ Arefde^ Jttlnre, 

" Sighit called, » Wmne, dwell. 
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" This other day," sayd he, " a strangev knight 
Shame and dishonour hath unto me donne ; 
On whom I waits to wreake that foule des[)ight, 
Whenever he this way shall passe by day or night." 

" Shame be hia meede," quoth he, " that meaneth 
sliame ! 
But what b be by whom ye shamed were?" 
" A stranger knight," sayd he, " unknowne by name. 
But knowne by fame, and by an hebene speare 
With which he all that met him downe did beare. 
He, in an open turney Jately held. 
Fro me the honour of that game did reare; 
And haying nie, all wearie earst, downe feld. 
The fayrest ladie reft, and ever since withheld." 

7 When Scudamora- heard mention of that speare. 
He wist right well that it was Britomavt, 
The which from him hU fairest Love did beare. 
Tho gau he swell in every inner part 
For fell despight, and gnaw his gealous hart, 
That thus he shai-ply sayd : " Now by my head. 
Yet is not this the first unknighlly part, 
Whichthatsanie knight, whom by his launcelread, 

Hath doon to noble knights, that many malies him 

s " For lately he my Love hath fro me reft, 
And eke defiled with foulo villanie 

VI. 1. ~ Tlio motto of the Knights of Miiidcniioaii : ]lii;!i soil qui 
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The sacred pledge which in his faith was left, 
Iq shame of knighthood and fidelitie ; 
The which ere long full deare he shaU ahie; 
And if to Uiat avenge hy you decreed 
Tliis hand may helpe, or succour ought snpplie, 
It shall not fayle whenso ye shivll it need." 
So both to wreake their wrathes on Britoraart agreed. 

■ 9 Whiles thus they communed, lo ! farre away 
A Knight soft rydiag towards them they spyde, 
Attyr'd in forraine armes and straunge aray : 
Whom, when they nigh approcht, they plwne de- 

scryde 
To be the saiiie for whom they did abyde. 
Sayd then Sir Scudamour, " Sir Salvage Knight, 
Let me this ci^ave, sith first I was defyde, 
That first I may that wrong to him requite: 

And, if I hap to fayle, you shall recure^ my right," 

10 Which being yeelded, he his threatfiill speare 
Gan fewtei',^ and s^inst her fiercely ran. 
Who soone as she him saw approaching neare 
With so fell rage, herselfe she lightly gan 
To dight,* to welcome him well as she can ; 
But entertaind* him in so rude a wise, 
That fo the ground she smote both hoi-se and 

Wlience neither greatly hasted te arise, 
But on their common harmes together did devise. 
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u But Artegall, beholding his mischaiince, 
Hew matter added to liis fonaer fire ; 
And, eft* aveiiti-ing^ his steele-headed launce, 
Against her rode, full of despiteoua ire, 
That noQght but spoyle and vengeance did require* : 
But to hiniselfe his felonous intent 
Returning disappointed his desire, 
Whiles unawares his saddle he forwent,* 

And found himselfe on ground in great amazement. 

IS Lightly he started up out of that stound,* 
And, snatching foilh his direfull deadly blade, 
Did leape to her, as doth an eger hound 
Thrust to an hynd within some covert glade, 
Whom without perill he cannot invade : 
With such fell greedines he her assayled, 
That though she mounted were, yet he her made 
To give him ground, (so much his force prevayled,} 

And shim his mightie strokes, gainst whith no armes 
avayled. 

13 So, as they eoursed here and there, it chaunst 
That, in her wheeling round, behind her crest 
So sorely he her strooke, that thence it glaunst 
Adowne her backe, the whieh it fairely blest* 
From foule mischance ; ne did it ever rest, 
Till on her horses hinder parts it fell ; 
Where, byting deepe, so deadly it imprest, 

1 Efl, again (In his turn). C Simni!, situation. 

2 AvetUiiag, pnshiDg forward. '' BUsi, preaei-ved. 

* Reif^re, soelt. 

* Forweai, forsook, was thrown from. 
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That quite it chyail' iiis backe beliind the seli,* 
And to alight on foote her algates " did compel! : 

u Lilte as the lightning-brond from riven skie, 
Throwne out by angry love in his vengeance, 
With dreadful! force falles on some steeple hie; 
. Which battring, downe it on tte church dotli glance, 
And teares it all with terrible mischanee. 
Yet she no whit dismayd her steed forsooke ; 
And, casting from her that enchauntod lance, 
Unto her sword and shield her soone befooke ; 

And therewithal! at him right furiously she stivjofee. 

ij So furiously she sti-ooke in her first heat, 

Whiles with long fight on foot he breathlesse was, 
That she hiip forced backward fo retreat. 
And yeeld unto her weapon way to pas ; 
Whose raging rigour neither Steele nor bras 
Could stay, but to the tender flesh it went, 
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the gras ; 
That all his mayle yriv'd,* and plates yreot, 

Shew'd all his bodie bare unto the cruell dent.* 

li At length, when as he saw her hastie heat 
Ahate, and panting breath begin to fayie, 
He through long sufferance growing now more 

great, 
Rose in his strength, and gan hei- fresh assajle, 



1 Chyiid, split. 
a Sell, saddle. 
s Algates, at all 
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Heaping huge strokes as thicke as showru of bayle, 
And lashing dreadfully at every part. 
As if he tiiouglit her soule to diseotrajle.' 
Ah! crueU hand, and thrise more eruell havf. 
That wortst such wreeire on her to whom thou dear- 

n Wliat yroii courage^ ever eould endure 
To worke such outrage on so faire a creature ! 
And in his madnesse tliiake with hands impure 
To spoyle so goodly worltmanship of nature, 
The Maker selie resembling in her feature ! 
Certes some hellish furie or some feend 
This mischief*) framd, for theirfirst loves defeature,' 
To hatii their hands in bloud of dearest freend, 

Thereby to make their loves beginning their lives end. 

IS TIjus long they trac'd and ti-averst to and fro, 
Sometimes pursewin^ rsxid sometimes pui-sewed. 
Still as advantage they espyde thereto : 
But toward th' end Sir ArtbegHll renewed 
His strength still more, but she stii] more decrewed.* 
At last his lucklesse hand he heav'd on hie, 
Having his forces all in one accrewed,^ 
And therewith stroke at her so bideouslie. 

That seamed nought but death mote be her destinie. 

ifl The wicked strake upon her helmet chauust, 
And with the force, which in itselfe it bore, 

1 I. e. dislodge. 
3 (burage, heart, 
s Sefeatm-e, defeat. 
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Her veiitajle^ shard away, and thenceforth glaunst 
Adowne in vaine, ne harm'd hev any more. 
With that, her angeis face, unseene afore, 
Lilte to the ruddie morae appeai'd in sight, 
Deawed with silver drops through sweating sore ; 
But somewhat redder then beseem'd aright. 
Through toylesome lieate and labour of her iveaiy 
light: 

so And round about the same her yellow heare, 
Having dirough stiiTing loosd their wonted band, 
Like to a golden border did appeare, 
Framed in goldsmithes forge with cunning hand : 
Tet goldsmithes cunning eould not understand 
To frame such subtile wire, so shiaie cleare ; 
For it did glister like the golden sand. 
The whicli Pactolus with his waters shere^ 

Throvves forth upon the rlvago^ round about him 



ai And as his hand he wp agsune did reare. 
Thinking to worke on her his utmost wracke. 
His powrelesse arme benumbd with secret feare 
From his revenge.foll purpose shronhe abacke, 
And ci-uell sword out of his fingers slacke 
Fell downe to ground, as if the Steele had scnce 
And felt some ruth,^ or sence his hand did Lacke, 
Or both of them did tliinke obedience 

To doe to so divine a beauties excellence. 
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22 And he Iiimselfe, long gazing tliereiipon, 
At last fell humbly downe upon his kuee, 
And of hia wonder made religion, 
Weening some heavenly goddesse he did see, 
Or else unweeting what it else might bee ; 
And pardon her besought his errour frayle, 
That had done- outrage in so high degree : 
Whilest trembling horroor did his sense assayle, 

And made ech member quake, and manly hy,rt to 
quayle. 

J3 Hatlielesse she, full of wratli for that late stroke, 
AU that long while upheld her wi-atlifuU hsuid, 
With fell intent on Jiim to bene ywroke^ ; 
And, looking sfeme, still over him did sland, 
Threatning to strike unlesae he would witlistand" ; 
And bad him rise, or surely he should die. 
But, die or live, for nought he would upstaad ; 
But her of pardon prayd more earneatlie, 

Or wreake on him her will for so great iniurie. 

S4 Which when as Scudiimour, who now abrayd,' 
Behelcl, where as he stood not farre aside, 
He was therewith right wondrously dismayd; 
And drawing nigh, whenaa he plaine descride 
That peerelesse paterne of Dame Natures pride 
And heavenly image of perfection, 

1 Tuiroke, aTengert. a Ah-ayil, awoke. 
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He blest himselfe as one sore terrifide ; 
And, turning feare to faint devotion, 
Pid worsliip her as some celestiall vision. 

sj Bnt GlaucS, seeing all that chaunced ttere, 
Well weeting how their errour to assoyie,'- 
Full glad of so good end, to them drew nere, 
And her salewd^ with seemly beI-accoyle,° 
loyous to see her safe after long loyle : 
Then her besought, as she to her was deaie, 
To graunt unto those warrioura truce awliyle; 
Which yeelded, tliey their hevers up did reare, 

And shew'd themselves to licr such as indeed they 



28 When Eritoraart wilb sharpe avizefiill* eye 
Beheld the lovely face of Aptegall 
Tempred with sternesse and stout luaiestie, 
She gan eftsoones it to her mind to call 
To be the same which, in her fathers hall 
Long since in that enehaunted glaase she saw : 
Therewith her wratbfuU courage gan appall, 
And haughtie spirits meekely to adaw,' 

ITiat her enhaunced" hand she downe can soft with- 

37 Yet she it forst to have againe upheld, 
As iayning choler which was turn'd to cold : 
But ever, when his visage she beheld, 

1 Asaii^e, dispel. * AAefuE, obsarving. 

a SahsaBil, snlnted. ^ AilaiD, abate. 

8 Bd^acco^lt (Jct^iccutiZ), gi'eetiiig. * Eshamtc^ raised. 
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Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainst his countnance bold: 
But, when in vaine to fight she oft assayd, 
She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to scold : 
Nathlesse her tongue not to hep will obayd, 
But brought forlh speeches mjM wlion she would 
have missovd.' 

as But Scudamoiir now woxen inly glad 

ThM all his gealous feare he false had found, 

And how that Hag his Love abused had 

With breach of faith and loyaltie unsound, 

The which long time his grieved hart did wound. 

Him thus bespake : " Cei-tes, Sir Artegall, 

I ioy to see jou lout* so low on ground. 

And now become to live a ladies thrall, 

That whylome in your miude wont to despise them all." 

39 Soone as she heard the name of Ai-fegall, 
Her hart did leape, and all her hart-strings tremble, 
For sudden ioy and secret feare withali ; 
And all her vitall powres, with motion nimble 
To succour it, themselves gan there assemble ; 
That by the swiit recourse' of flushing blood 
Rigbt plaineappeard, though she it would dissemble. 
And fayned still her former angry mood, 

Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the flood. 



XSVrn. S.- Thai Bug likLoMcibimd had.] See Canto I. «. 
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so When Glauce thus gan wisely all upknit : 
" Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath 

brought 
To be spectators of this iincouth fit,^ 
Which secret fate hath in this ladie wi-ought 
Against the course of kiad,^ ne mervaile nought ; 
Ne thenceforth feara the thing that hetliertoo 
Hath troubled botli your mindea with idle thought, 
Fearing least she your loves away should woo ; 

Feared in vaine, silh meanes ye see there wants 
theretoo, 

31 " And you, Sir Artegall, tlie Salvage Knight, 
Henceforth may not disdaine that woinana hand 
Hath conquered you anew in second fight ; 
For whylome they have eonquerd sea and land, 
And heaven itselfe, that nought may them with- 
stand : 
Ife henceforth be rebellious unto love, 
That is the crawne of knighthood and the baad 
Of noble minds derived from above, 
Which, being knit with vertue, never will remove. 

3S " And you, faire Ladie Knight, my dearest dame, 
Kelent the rigour of your wrathful! will. 
Whose fii-e were better turn'd to other flame ; 
And, wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace ; but so that he fulftU 
The penance which ye shall to him empai't; 
For lovers heaven must passe by sorrowes helL" 

1 UacouOtJil, etrmge fact or elTect. 2 Kind, nature. 
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Thereat full inly blushed Britomart ; 
But Artegali, close-smyling,' ioy'd in secxet liart. 

33 Yet durst lie not make love so suddenly, 
Ne thinke th' affection of her hart to draw 
From one lo other so quite contrary: 
Besides her modest countenance he saw 
So goodly grave, and full of princely aw, 
That it his ranging fancie did refraine. 
And looser thoughts to lawfull bounds witlidraw; 
Whereby the passion grew more fierce and faine,' 

Like to a stubbome sfeede whom strong hand would 
restrain e. 

di But Scudaniour, whose hart twixt doubtfull feare 
And feeble hope hung all this while suspence,* 
Desiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfull newes aud sure intelligence, 
Her thus bespaJte : " But, Sir, without offence 
Mote I request you tydings of my Love, 
My Amoret, sith you her freed fro thence 
Where she, capti ved long, great woes did prove ; 

That where ye left I may iier seeke, as doth behove." 

38 To whom thus Britomart : " Certes, Sir Knight, 
"What is of her become, or whether * reft, 
I cannot unto you aread ' aright. 
For from that time I from cnchaunters Iheft 
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Her freed, in which ye her all hopelessc left, 
I her preserv'd from pevill and from feare, 
And evevmore from villenie her kept : 
Ne ever was there wight to me more deare 
Then she, ne unto whom I more true love did beave: 

33 " Till on a day, as through a desert ivjld 
"We travelled, both weai'ie of the way. 
We did alight, and sate in sliadow myld ; 
Where fearelefise I ,to sleepe me dowiie did lay : 
But, whenas I did out of sleepe abray,* 
I found her not where I her left whyleare, 
But thought she wandred was, or gone astray : 
I cal'd her loud, I sought her farre and neare ; 

But no where could her find, nor tydmgs of her heare." 

37 Wlien Scudamour those heavie tydings heard, 
Hia hart was thrild with point of deadly feare, 
Ne in hia face or bloud or life appeard ; 
But senseleaae stood, like to a mazed steare 
That yet of mortall stroke the stound ^ doth beare : 
Till Glauce thua : " Faire Sir, be nought dismayd 
With needelesse dread, till' certmn tie ye beare ; 
For yet she may be safe though somewhat strayd: 

lis beat to hope tlie best, though of the worat affrayd. 

3S Nathlesse he hardly of her chearefull speech 
Did comfort take, or in hia troubled sight 
Shew'd change of better cheare, so sore a breach 
That sudden newes had made into his spright, 
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Till Britomart liim fairely thus beliight ' ; 
" Great cause of sorrow certes, Sir, ye have ; 
But comfort take; for, by this heavens light, 
I vow you dead or living not to leave, 
Tilllherflttd, and ivreake on iiim that her did reave.*" 

39 Therewith he rested, and well pleased was. 
So, peace being coiifirm'd amongst them all. 
They tooke their steeds, and forward tlience did pas 
Unto some resting place, which mote befell, 
All being guided by Sir Artegall : 
Where goodly solace was unto them made, 
And dayly feasting both in bowre and hail, 
Undll that they their wounds well healed had, 

And wearie Ummes recur'd after late usage bad. 

*) In all which time Sir Artegall made way 
Unto the love of noble Britomart, 
And with meeke service and much suit did lay 
Continuall siege «ato her gentle hart ; 
Which, being whylome launcht with lovely darl,' 
More eath * was new impression to receive ; 
However she her payed witli womanish art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceive : 

Vdne is the art that seekes itaelfe for to deceive. 

41 So well he woo'd her, and so well he wrought her, 
With faire enti-eatie and sweet blandishment, 
That at the length unto a bay he brought her. 
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So as she to his speeches was content 
To lend an eare, and softly to relent. 
At last, through many vowes which forth lie pour'd 
And many othes, she yeelded her consent 
To be his Love, and take hini for her lord. 
Till they with mariage meet might finish that accord.* 

a Tho, when they had long time there taken rest. 
Sir Arcegall, who all this while was bound 
Upon an hard adventure yet in quest, 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 
To follow that which he did long propound ; 
And unto her his congee^ came to take t 
But her therewith full sore displeasd he found. 
And loth lo leave her late hetrolhed make ' ; 

Her dearest Love full loth so shortly to forsake, 

43 Tet he with strong perswasiona her asswaged. 
And wonne her will to suffer him depart ; 
For which his faith wilh her he fast engaged, 
And thousand vowes from hottome of his hart, 
That, all so sonne as he by wit or art 
Could that atchieve whereto he did aspire, 
He unto her would speedily revert*: 
No longer space thereto he did desire. 

But till the horned moone three courses did expire.^ 



3 Accord, agroeraent. 
* Omsee, leave. 
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u Witli which she for the present was 
And yeelded leave, however malcontent 
She inly were and in her mind displeased. 
So, early in the morrow next, he went 
Forth on his way to which he was ybent ; 
Ne wight him lo attend, or way lo guide, 
As whylome was the custome ancient 
Mongst knights rvhen on adventures they did ride, 

Save Ihat she aigates' him a while accompanide. 

45 And by the way she sundry purpose ^ found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay. 
And of the perils whereto he was bound, 
The feare whereof seem'd much her to affray; 
But all she did was but to weare out day.' 
Full oftentimes she leave of him did take ; 
And eft* againe deviz'd somewhat to say, 
"Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make : 

So loth she was his companie for to forsal;e. 

16 At last, when all her speeches she had spent, 
And new occasion fayld her more to find, 
She left him to his fortunes government, 
And backe returned with right heavie mind 
To Scudamour, who she had left behind ; 
With whom elie went to seeke faire Amoret, 
Her second care, tliough in another kind : 
For vertues onely ° sake, which doth beget 

True love and faithfull friendship, she by her did set.'' 

1 Algotes, to be snre. ' Eft, once raoi-a. 

^ DfLyj time. s 5t( by, esteem, value. 
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47 Backe to that desert forrest they retyred, 
Where eorie Britomart had lost her late : 
There they her sought, and every where inqui 
Where they might tydings get of her estat* ; 
Yet foQnd they none. But, by what haple-sse 1 
Or hard mbfortune she was thenee convayd, 
And stolne away from her beloved mate, 
Were long to tell ; therefore I here wi!! stay 

Uutill another tyde, that I it finish may. 
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CANTO VII. 

Anioret rapt by gieaiiie Lust 

Belphebe saves from dread; 
Tlie Squira her loves; add, being blam'd, 

Kis ilayes in dole doth iead. 

1 Great God of Love ! that with tliy cruel! darts 
Doest conquer greatest conquerors on ground, 
And aetst thy kingdome in the captive harts 
Of kings and keasars* to thy service bound. 
What glorie or what guerdon hast thou found 
In feeble ladies tyranning^ so sore, 
And adding anguish to the bitter wound 
With which their lives thou lanchedst long afore, 
By heaping sformes of trouble on tlieni daily more ? 

2 So whylome didst thou to faire Floriraell ; 
And so and so fo noble Britomart : 
So doest thou now to her of whom I tell, 
The lovely Amoret, whose gentle hart 
Thou martyrest with sorow and with smart, 
In salvage forrests and in deserts wide 
With beares and tygers taking heavie part, 
Withouten comfort and withouten guide ; 
That pittie is to heare the perils which she tride." 

I JCeatart, amperars. s Tri^e, espeiienccd. 
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J So sooiie as she with that bi-ave Eritonesse 
Had left that turneymetit for beauties prise, 
They travel'd long ; that now for weaiinesse, 
Both of the way aiid warlike exercise, 
Both through a forest ryding did devise 
T" alight, and rest their wearie limbs awhile. 
There heavie sleepe the eye-lids did surprise 
Of Britomart, after long tedious toyie, 
That did her passed paines in quiet rest assoyle.^ 

4 The whiles faire Amoret, of nought affeard, 
Walkt through the wood, for pleasure or for need, 
When suddenly behind her backe she heard 
One rushing forth out of the tliickest weed, 
That, ere she backe could turne to taken heed, 
Had unawares her snatched wp from ground : 
Feebly she shriekt, but so feebly indeed . 

That Britomart' heard not the shrilling sound, 
There where through, weary travel she lay sleeping 
sound. 

5 It was to weet a wilde and salvage man, — 
Tet was no man, but onely like in shape, 
And eke in stature higher by a span, — 

All overgrowne with haire, that could awhape * 
An hardy hart; and bis wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tusked bore : 
For he liv'd all on ravin ' and on rape 
Of mep and beasts; and fed on fleshly gore, 
The signe whereof yet stain'd his bloudy lips afore. 
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6 His neather lip was not like man nor beast, 

But like a wide deepe poke^ downe hanging low, 
In which he wont the relickes of his feast 
And cruell spoyle, which he liad spard, to stow : 
And over it his huge great nose did grow, 
Full dreadfully empurpled all witli bloud ; 
And downe both sides two wide long eares did 

glow, 
Antl raught ^ downe to his ivaste when up he stood, 
More great then the eares of elephants by Indus 

flood., 

7 His wast was with a wreath of y vie greene 
Engirt about, ne other garment wore, 

For ali his haire was like a garment seene°; 
And in his hand a tall young oake he bore, 
Whose knottie snags were sharpned aU afore. 
And beath'd* in Are for Steele to be in st«d. 
But whence be was, or of what wombe ybore, 
Of beasts, or of the earth, I have not red ; 
But certes was with milke of wolves and tygres fed. 

a This ugly creature in his annes her snatcht. 
And tlirougli tlie forrest bore her quite away, 
With briers and bushes all to-rent^ and acratcht; 
Me care he had, ne pittie of the pray, 
Which many a knight had sought so many a day : 
He stayed not, but in his armes her bearing 
lian, till he came to th' end of ali his way, 

1 Poke, poach. * BeaSt'd, dried by espoaure to lire. 
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Unto his cave farre fi-om aU peoples hearing, 
And there he threw her in, nought feeling, ne nought 
feai'ing. 

9 For she (deare ladie) all the way was dead, 
Whitest he in avmes her bore ; but, when she felt 
Herselfe downe soust,* she waked oat of dread, 
Streight into griefe, that her deai-e hart nigh swell," 
And eft gan into tender teares to melt. 
Then whea she lookt about, and nothing found 
But darlcnes,se and dread horrour where she dwelt, 
She almost fell againe ioto a swound ; 
Ne wist whether above she were, or under ground. 

10 With tliat she heard some one close by her side 
Sighing and sobbing sore, as if the paine 
Her tender hart in peeces would divide : 
Which she long listning, softly askt againe 
Wliat mister wight' it was tliat so did plaine? 

To whom thus aunswer'd was: "Ah! wretched 

wight. 
That seekes to know anothers griefe in vaine, 
Unweeting of thine owne like haplesse plight : 
Selfe to forget lo mind another is over-sight * ! " 

11 " Aye me 1 " s^d she, " where am I, or with whom ? 
Emoiig the living, or emong the dead ? 

What shall of me, unhappy maid, become ? 

Shall death be th' end, or ought else worse, aread ! " 

" Unhappy Mayd," then answerd she, " whose dread 
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Untride is lesse then when tliou slialt it try ; 

Death is to him, flat ivi-etched hfe doth lead, 

Both grace and gaine ; but he in heSJ doth lie 

That hves a loathed lile, and, wishing, cannot die. 

li " This dismall day hath thee a caytive ^ made, 
And vassall to the vilest wretch alive ; 
"Whose cursed usage and ungodly trade 
The heavens abhorre, and into darkenesse drive': 
For on the sijoile of women he doth live, 
"Whose bodies chast, whenever in his powre 
He may iliem catoli, unable to gainestrive. 
He with his sliamefuU lust dotli lirst deflowre, 

And afterwards themselves dotli cruelly devoure. 

13 "Now twenty dales, by which the sonnes of men 
Divide their works, have past through heven sheene, 
Since I was brought into this dolefull den ; 
During which space these sory eies have seen 
Seaven women by him slaine and eaten clene : 
And now no more for him but I alone. 

And (his old woman, here remaining beene, 

Till thou cam'at bither to augment our mone ; 

And of us three to morrow he will sure eate one." 

14 " Ah ! dreadfull tidings which thou do^t declare," 
Quoth she, "of all that ever hath bene Itnowen ! 
Full many great calamities and rare 

This feeble brest endured hath, but none 
Equall to this, where ever I have gone. 

1 Oi^ne, captive. 

* I. e. will not allow to be peifoi-netl excejil in diirkness. 
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But what are you, whom like unlucky lot 
Hath linekt with me in the same cliaine attone^?" 
"To tell," quoth she, "that which ye see, needs not; 
A wofull wretched msud, of God and man forgot ! 

IS " But what I was, it irkes me to reherse ; 
Daughter unto a lord of high degree, 
That ioyd in happy peace, till Fates perverse 
With guilefull Love did secretly agree 
To overthrow my state and dignitie. 
It was my lot to love a gentle swaine. 
Yet was he but a squire of low degree ; 
Yet was he meet, unlesse mine eye did faine,^ 

By any ladies side for leman to have laine. 

IS " Bui, for his meannesse" and disparagement,* 
My sire, who me too dearely well did love, 
Uiilo my choise by no meanes would assent, 
But oflen did my folly fowie reprove : 
Yet nothing could my fixed mind remove, 
But, whether willed or niiled friend or foe, 
I me resolv'd llie utmost end to pi-ove ; 
And, rather then my love abandon so, 

Both sire tmd friends and all for ever to foi-go. 

n « Thencefortli I sought by set-ret meanes to worke 
Time to my will, and from his wrathfoll sight 
To hide ih' intent which in my heart did lurke, 
Till I thereto had all things ready dight. 
So on a day, unweeting unto wight, 

1 JUnae, togsther. ' Memmeise, humUe condition. 

» ?ninc, deoeiTB. * Disparagemeia, inequtJity of blood- 
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I witli that Squire agreede away to flit, 

And in a privy place, betwixt wshiglil,* 

Within a grove appointed him to meete ; 

To which I boldly came upon my feeble feete. 

13 "But ah! unhappy Iioure me thither brought: 
For in that place where I him thought to find, 
There was I found, contrary to my thought, 
Of this accursed carle of hellish kind, 
The shame of men, and plague of womankind ; 
Who trussing me, as eagle doth his pray, 
Me hether brought with him as swift as wind, 
Wliere yet, untouched till this present day, 

I rest his wretched thrall, the sad ^mylia." 

19 " Ah ! sad iEmylia," then sayd Amoret, 
« Thy ruefull plight I pitty as mine owne I 
But read' to me, by what devise or wit 
Hast thou in all this time from him unlsnowne 
Thine honor sav'd, though into thraldomethrowne?" 
"Through he]]>e," quoth ehe, "of this old womMi 

I have so done, as she (o me hath showne : 
For, ever when he burnt in lustful! tire, 
Slie in my stead supplide his bestiall desire." 

M Thus of their evils as they did discourse. 
And each did other much bewaile and mone, 
Loe! where the Villain e selfe, their sorrowes sourae, 
Came to the cave ; and, rolling thence the stcne. 
Which wont to stop the mouth thereof that none 

1 Eiffhl, Egraed npon. ^ Jtead, declare. 

iiM=^i>,G00glc 



128 THE FAEEIi; QL-EENE. 

Might issue forth, came rudely rushing in, 
And, spredding over all the flore alone, 
Gan dight himselfe unto his wonted sinne ; 
Which ended, then his bloudy banket should beginne. 

ai Which when as fearefuU Amoret perceived, 
She staid not the utmost end thereof to try, 
But, like a ghastly gelt whose wits are reaved, 
Ran forth in hast with hideous outcry, 
For hoiTOur of hb shamefuJl yillany : 
But alter her full lightly he uprose, 
And her pursu'd as fast as she did Hie : 
Full fast she flies, and fiirre afore him goes, 

Nefeeles the tliorns and thickets priekeher tender toes. 

as Nor hedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dale she stales,^ 
But over-leapes them all, like robucke light, 
And through the thickest makes her nighest waies ; 
And evermore, when with regardful! sight 
She, looking backe, espies that griesly wight 
Appvcwhing nigh, she gins to mend her pace, 
And makes her feare a spur to hast her flight ; 
More swift then Myrrh' or Daphne in her race, 

Or any of the Thracian Nimphes ^ in salvage chase. 

sg Long BO she fled, and so he follow'd long ; 
Ne living aido for her on earth appeares. 



XXI. S. — Asl'^ayffeU.] Celt is the Irisli (and Giieiic)ffB7(, 
n wild niBD or wom.Lu, .1 crazy person (Lat. Celim). Tliis word lins 
hitherto been esplained gelding. C. 
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But if the heavens helpe lo redresse her wrong, 
Moved with pity of her plenteous teares. 
It fortuned Belphebe with her peares, 
The wood/ Nimpha, and with that lovely boy, 
Was hunting then the libbards^ and the bearea 
In these wild woods, as was her wonted ioy, 
To banisli slolh that oft doth noble mindes annoy. 

24 It so befell, as oft it fals in chace, 

That each of them from olher sundred were ; 
And that same gentie Squire arriv'd in place 
Where thia same cursed caytive did appeare, 
Pursuing that faire iady full of feare. 
And now he her quite overtaken had ; 
And now he her away with Win did beare 
Under his arme, as seeming wondrous glad. 
That by hia gi-enning " laughter mote farre oiF be rad.* 

as Wliieh drery sight the gentle Squire espying 
Doth hast to crosse him by the nearest way, 
Led with that wofull ladies piteous crying, 
And him assailea wiih all the miglit he mayj 
Tet will not he the lovely spoile downe lay, 
""■■■ with his craggy club in his right hand 



Defends himselfe, and si 



is gotten pi-ay," 



let had it bene right hard him to withstand, 
But that he was full light and nimble on the land. 

1 Limyd>, leopards. 3 ji„a, iierceived. 

* Gretmmg, grinning. 

XXrn. 6 — ThiU indp boy.] TiniiaB, whom we ieft with Be 
pheba at the end of tha firth canto of Book III. c. 



.^hyGooglc 



130 THE FAERIE QDEEKE. 

28 Thereto' the viilaine used craft in fight : 
For, ever when the Squire his iavelin shoote, 
He held the Lady forth before him right, 
And with Lor body, as a buckler, broke 
The puissance of his intended stroke : 
And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight,) 
Whilest he on him was greedy to be wroke,'^ 
That any little blow on her did light. 

Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great delight. 

21 Which subtill sleight did liim encumber much, 
And made him oft, when he would strike, forbeare ; 
For hardly could he come the carle to touch, 
But that he her must hui-t, or hazard nearu : 
Yet he his hand so carefully did beare. 
That at the loitt he did himselfe attaine. 
And therein left the pike-head of his speare : 
A streame of coleblacke bloud thence gusht ammne, 

ThiUi all her silken garments did with bloud b 



IS With that he threw her rudely on the flore,* 
And, laying Vioth his hands upon his glave,* 
With dremlfull strokes let drive at him so sore, 
That tbrst him fiie abacke, himselfe to save : 
Tei he therewith so felly still did ravf^, 
That scarce the Squire his hand could once up- 

reai'e. 
But, for advanfa^, ground unto him gave. 
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Tracing and traversing, now here, now there ; 
For hootlesse thing it was to think such blowes fo 
beare. 

35 "Whilest thus in battell Ihcy embiisietl were, 
Belphebe, rfiunging in tliat forrest wide, 
The hideous noise of their liuge strokes did heare, 
And drew thereto, making her eare lier guide : 
"Whom when that theefe approching nigh espide 
With bow in hand and arrowea ready bent. 
He by his former combate would not bide, 
But fled away with ghastly dr'eriment,! 

Well knowing her to be his deaths sole inafrumcnt. 

30 Whom seeing flie, she speedily poursewed 
With winged feeCe, as nimble as the winde, 
And ever in her bow she ready shewed 
The arrow to his deadly marke desynde * : 
As when Latonaes daughter, cniell kynde, 
In vengenient of her mothers great disgrace, 
With fell despight her cruell arrowes tynde* 
Gsinst wofuU Niobes unhappy ra^e, 

That all the gods did mone her miserable case. 

31 So well she sped her and ao far she ventred,* 
That, ere unto his hellish den he raught, 

! DrerimaU, teiTOr. 3 Tynde, kindled. 

2 Seiynde, diracted. 

i Veaired, shut litventredy, perlmpa only ventured. 

XXIX. B.- WeUkmwmsher,&.c.] The co.ittat is listn-seii 
Lust and Chastity. 
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Even as lie ready was there to have entred, 
She seat aa airow forth with mighty draught, 
That in the very dore him overcaaght, 
And, ill his nape arriving, through it iJirild^ 
His greedy throte, thei-ewith in two distraught,^ 
That all his vitall spirites thereby epild. 
And all his hairy brest with gory bloud was fild. 

32 Whom wheu on ground she groveling saw to rowle, 
She ran in hast his Ut'e to have bereft ; 
But, ere she could him reach, the sinfull sowie, 
Haying his carrion corse quite sencelesae left, 
"Was fled to hell, surcharg"!! with spoile and theft : 
Tet over him she there long gaeing stood, 
And oft admir'd' his monstrous shape, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whilest all with filthy bloud 

The place there over-fiowne seemd Jike a sodmne 
flood. 

39 Thenceforth she pait inlj> his di-eadfull den. 

Where nought but darkesome drerinesse she found, 
No creature saw, but hearkneil now and then 
Some litle whispering, and soft- groning sound. 
With that she aakt, what ghosts there under ground 
Lay hid in hon'our of etemall night ; 
And bad them, if so be they were not bound. 
To come and shew themselves before the light, 

Wow freed from feare and danger of tliat dismall 
wight. 
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34 Thea forth the sad ^mjlia issewefl, 

Yet trembling every iojiit tkrougk former fcai-e ; 
And after her the hag there with her mewed, 
A foule and lothsome creature, did appearo, 
A leman fit for such a lover deare : 
That moy'd Belphebe her no leese to hate, 
Then for to rue ^ the others heavy cheare ; 
Of whom she gan enquire of her estate ; 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. 

3s Thence she them brought toward the place wlier 
late 
She leli the gentle Squire witJi Amoret: 
There she him found by that new lovely mate, 
"Who lay the whiles in swo.une, full sadly set, 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet 
Which softly stild, and kissing them atweene. 
And handling soft tlie hurts which she did get : 
For of that Carle she sorely bruz'd had beene, 

Ala of his owae rash hand one wound was to be 



36 'Wbich when she saw with sodalne glauncing eye, 
Her noble heart, with sight thereof, was lild 
With deepe disdaioe and greM indignity, 
That in her wrath she thought them both have 

thrild 
With that selfe arrow which the Carle had kild ; 
Yet held her wrathfull hand from vengeance sore, 
But dramng nigh, ere he her well beheld. 
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" Is this the faith ? " she said, — and said no mor 
Eut turnd her face, and Jied away for evermore. 

37 Ho, seeing lier depart, urose up light, 
Eiglit sore agrieved at her sharps reproofe, 
And follow'd fast : but, when he came in sight. 
He durst not nigh approcli, but kept aloofe, 
For dread of her displeasures utmost proofe : 
And evermore, when he did grace entreat. 
And framed speaches fit for his behoofe, 
Her moilall arrowes she at him did threat, 

And forst him backe with fowle dishonor to r 



36 At last, when long he follow'd had in vmne, 
Yet found no ease of griefe nor hope of grace. 
Unto those woods he turned backe againe, 
Full of sad anguish and in heavy case: 
And, finding there fit solitaiy place 
For wofall wight, chose out a gloomy glade, 
"Where hardly eye mote see bright heavens face 
For mossy trees, which covered all witli shade 

And sad melancholy ; there he his cabin made. 



XXSVT. 8.~"/sSm the failhl" £,1.] An illnnion to tlie 
nngei- of Qreen EliznbeUi, on disoovanrg nn intrigue between 
Sir Walter Euleigh ana one of her maids of honor, tlia dingh- 
ter of Sir Nicholas Tbrogmorton, whom he ifterwards mimed, 
and tha solitary Ufa which Tiroios leads in the woods hetokens 
Sir Walter Raleigh's tempomiT banishment from coHrt The 
■wounds infiioted by Timina upon Amwet, nhila in the griwp 
of sensnal passion (Stansia 26), nre to he nnlorstood as icfeiring 
to the sama ciccnmstance. H. 
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zs His wonted warlike weapons all lie broke 
And threw away, witli vow to use no more, 
Ke thenceforth ever strike in battel! stroke, 
Ne ever word to speake to woman more ; 
But in that wildemesse, of men forlore' 
And of the wicked world forgotten quight, 
His hard mishap in dolor to deplore, 
And wast his wretched daiea in wofuU plight : 

So on himaelfe to wreake his follies owne despighi 

40 And eke hia garmenl, to be thereto meet^ 
He wilfully did cut and shape anew ; 
And his faire loekes, that wont with ointment 

sweet 
To be embaulm'd, and sweat out dainty dew, 
He let to grow and griesly to concrew,'^ 
Uncomb'd, unciirl'd, and carelesly unshed*; 
That ia short lime hia face they overgrew, 
And over all his shoulders did diapred, 

That who he whilome was uneath * was to be red. 

41 There he continued in this carefull " plight. 
Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares, 
Through wilful! penury consumed quight, 
That like a pined ghost he soone appeares ; 
For other food then that wilde forrest be ares, 
IS'e other drinke there did he ever tast 
Then runnmg water fempred with his teeres. 



1 Forhre, lost. 

2 Oyncreai, grow together. 

B IM^ed, flowing, untoOEed. 
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The more liis weakened body so to wast : 
Tliat out of alJ mens knowledge he waa wonie at last. 

4S For on a day, by fortune as it fell, 

HiaownedearelordjPnnceArthm-e, came that way, 

Seekiug adventures where he mote heare tell ; 

And, a3 he through the wandring wood did stray, 

Havuig espide this cabin far away, 

He to it drew, to weet who there did wonne^; 

"Weening therein some holy hermit lay. 

That did resort of sinfull people shotine ; 

Or else some woodman shroM'ded there from scorching 



43 Arriving there, he found this wretched man 
Spending his daies in dolour and despairs, 
And, through long fasting, woxen pale and wan, 
All over-growen with rude and rugged haire; 
That albeit hia owne dear squire he were, 
Yet he him knew not, ne aviz'd^ at all ; 
But like strange wight, whom he bad seene no 

Saluting him, gan into speach to fall, 
And pitty much his plight, that liv'd like outcast thrall. 

u But to his speach he aunswered no whit. 
But stood still mute, as if he had beene dum, 
Ne signe of sence did shew, ne common wit, 
As one with griefe and anguishe overcum ; 
And unto every thing did aunswere mum : 

1 Wiyme, iwdl ^ Atis'd, reoogiiiitd, 

iiM=^i>,G00glc 
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And ever, wlien tlie Piinee unto hira spake, 
He Jouted* lowly, as did him beeum, 
And humble homage did unto him make ; 
Midst sorrow shewing iojoua semblance for Iiis sake. 

45 At which his uncouth guise and usage quaint^ 
The Prince did wonder much, yet could not ghesse 
The cause of that his aoirowfuU constraint ; 

Yet weend, by secret signes of manlinesse 
Which close appeard in that rude bi-utishnesse. 
That he whilome some gentle swain e had beene, 
Traind up in feats of armes and knighllinesse j 
Which he observ'd, by tliat He him had seene 
To weld his naked sword and try the edges keene ; 

46 And eke by iiat he saw on every tree 
How he the name of one engraven had 
Which Hkly was his liefest' Love to be, 
For whom he no v so orely wm bestad * ; 
Wliich was I j 1 n Eelphebe r „htly rad, 
Tet who wa that Eelphebe I e e wist; 
Tet saw he often how he exed glad 

When he t heard ai d ho v tl e ground he kist 
Wherein it wiitten waa, and how hamselfe he bliat.' 

4J Tho, when he long had marked his demeanor, 
And saw that all he said and did was vaine, 
Ne ought mote malse liim change his wonted tenor, 
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Ne ought mote ease or mitigate his paine, 
He left him there in languor to reraaiae, 
TiU time for him should remedy provide, 
And him restore to former grace againe : 
Which, for it is too long here to abide, 
I tvill dcfcrre the end unlill another tide. 
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CANTO YIII. 



isbjA 



i Welt, said tlie Wiseman, now pi-ov'd true by fLis 
Whtdi lo this gentle Squire did happen late, 
That the displeasure of the mighty is 
Then death iCselfe more dread and desperate; 
For naught the same may calme, ne mitigate, 
Till time the tempest doe thereof delay ^ 
With sufferaunce soft, which rigoar can abafe. 
And have the sterne remembrance wypt away 
Of bitter thoughts, which deepe therein infixed lay. 

1 Like as it fell to this unliappy boy, 
Whose tender heart the fayre Belphebe had 
With one sterne looke so daunted, that no ioy 
In all his life, which afterwards he lad, 
He ever tasted ; but with penaunce sad 
And pensive sorrow pind and wore away, 
Ne ever laught, ne once shew'd eountenaiice glad; 
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But alwaies wept and wjuled night and day, 
As Wasted bloosme^tlirough heat doth languish and 
decay : 

3 Till on a day, as in his wonted wise 
Hia doole' he made, there chaunst a turtle dove 
To come, where he his dolors did devise,* 
That liltewiae late had lost her dearest love, 
Whiph losse her made like passion also prove : 
Who, seeing his sad plight, her tender heart 
With deare compassion deeply did emmove, 
That she gan mone his undeserved smart. 
And wit!i her dolefull accent beare 'with him a part. 

i Shee sitting by him, as on ground he lay, 
Her mournefull notes full pitooualy did frame, 
And thereof made a lamentable iay, 
So sensibly* compyld that id the same 
Him seemed oft he heard his owne right name. 
With that he foith would poure so plenteous t«ares, 
And beat hia breast unworthy of such blame, 
And knocke his head, and rend hia rugged heai'es, 
That could have perst the hearts of tigres and of beares. 

Thus, long this gentle bird to him. did use 
Withouten dread of peril! to repaire 
TTnto hia wonne,^ and with her mouruefull muse 
Him to recorafort in his greatest care. 
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That mucli did ease liis mourning and misfare : 
And every day, for guerdon of her song, 
He part of his small feast to her would share ; 
That, at the last, of all his woe and wrong 
Companion she became, and so continued long. 

li Upon a day, as she him sate beside. 
By chance he cei-laine miniments ^ forth drew, 
Which yet with him as relickes did abide 
Of all the bounty which Belphehe threw 
Oa him, whilst goodly grace she did him shew : 
Amongst the rest a iewell rich he found, 
That was a ruby of right perfect hew, 
Shap'd like a heart yet bleeding of the wound, 
And with a litle golden chaiae about it bonnij. 

7 The same he toolse, and with a riband new, 
In which his ladies colours were, did bind 
About the turtles necke, that with the vew 
Did greatly solace his engrieved mind. 

All unawares ihe bird, when she did find 
Herselfe so deckt, her nimble wings displaid, 
And flew away as lightly as the wind : 
Which sodaine accident him mtfch dismaid ; 
And, looking after long, did marke wliieh way she 
atraid. 

8 But whenas long he looked had in vjune, 
Tet saw her forward still to make her flight. 
His weai7 eie returnd to him againe. 
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Full of discomfort, and disquiet plight, 
That both his iuell he had lost .so light, 
And eke his deare companion of his care. 
But that sweet bii-d departing flew foM^hright, 
Through the wide region of the wastfull mre, 
Untill she eame where wonned his Belphebe (aire. 

8 There found she Iier (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in covert shade of arbors sweet, 
After late weary toile which she had ti-ide 
In salv^^ chase, to rest as seem'd her meet. 
There she, alighting, fell before her feet, 
And gan to her her moumfull plaint to make, 
As was her wont, thinking to let her weet 
The great tormenting gi-iefe that for her sake 

Her gentle Squire thraugh her displeasure did pertakc, 

10 She, her beholding with attentive eye. 

At length did marke about Jier purple brest 
That precious iuell, which she formei-ly 
Had kiiowoe right well with colourd ribbands drest r 
Therewith she rose in hast, and her addrest 
"With ready hand it to have reft away : 
But tliB swift bird ohayd not her behest, 
But swarv'd aside, and there againe did stay ; 
She follow'd her, and thought againe it to assay. 

11 And ever, when she nigh approcht, the dove 
Would flit a litie forward, and then stay 

Till she drew neare, and then againe remove; 
So tempting her still to pursue the pray, 
And still from her escaping soft away : 
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Till that at length into Hiat forreat wide 
She drew her far, and led with slow delay : 
In th' end she her unte that place did guide, 
IVhcreas that wofull man in languor did abide. 

la Eflsoones she flew unto his fearelesse liand, 
And there a piteous ditty new deviz-'d, 
Afl if she would have made her* understaad 
His sof rowes cause, to be of her despis'd : 
Whom when she saw in wretched weedes disguiz'd, 
With heary glib deform'd, and meiger face. 
Like ghost late risen from his grave agryz'd,* 
She knew him nol, but pittied much his case, 

And wisht it were in her to doe Iiim any gi-ace. 

13 He, her beholding, at her feet downe fell, 
And kist the ground on which her sole did tread, 
And washt the same with water which did well 
From his moist eies, and like two streames pro- 

Tet spalse no word, whereby she might aread 
What miafer wight^ he was, br what he raent; 
But, as one daunted with her presence dread, 
Onely few ruefull lookes unto her sent. 
As messengers of his true meaning and intent. 

1 Agrys'd, dlsflgured. 2 Miatsr un^M, maniier of person. 

* All tha adicions hUTe him. 

Sir. 6.- Ca.] Tills Bord is explained ty Spenser himself 
inhis" View of tlia State of Ireland";— "Long gliLibe9,wliichb 
athioke curled bnsh of baire honging downe over tholr ejea, and 
BonBtransly disguising them." H. 
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14 Yet natliemore his meaning she ared,^ 
But wondred much at his so selconth^ case; 
And by his persons secret seemlyhed ' 

Well weend that he had beene some man of place,^ 
Before misfortune did his hew deface ; 
That, being mov'd with ruth, she thus bespake : 
"Ah ! wot^ill man, what Heavens hard disgrace, 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee y wrake, 
Or seFe-disliked life, doth thee thus wretched make ? 

15 "If Heaven, then none may it redresse or t>lame, 
Siih to his powre we all are subiect borne ; . 

If wrathfuil wight, then fowle rebuke and shame 
Be theirs that have so cruell thee forlorae ° ! 
But if through inward griefe or wilfull scorne 
Of life it be, then better doe advise * ; 
For he, whose daies in wilfull woe are worno. 
The grace of his Creator doth despise, , 
That will not use his gifts for thanklesse nigardise." 

16 "Wheu so he heard her say, eftsoones he brake 
His sodaine sileoce' which he long had pent, 
And, sighing inly deepe, her thus bespake: 

" Then have they all themselves i^inst me bent ! 
For Heavea, first author of my languishment. 
Envying my too great felicity, 
Did closely with a cruell one consent 
To cloud my daies in dolefull misery, 
And make me loath tliis life, still longing for to dle> 

1 Ared, peroeived. * Forlarne, deprived, robbed. 

* Beteoalli, strange. ^ AMse, consider. 

s L a. disguised seemllness. ' I, e. lie suddenly broke siieEice. 
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n " Ne any but yourselfe, O dearest Dred,' 
Hath done this wrong, to wreako on wortUesse 

wight 
Your high displesnre, through misdeeming'bred: 
That, when your pleasure ia to deeme aright, 
Ye may redresse, and me restore to light ! " 
Which sory words her mightie hart did mate' 
WitJi mild regard to see his ruefuJl plight, 
That her inhuming wrath she gan abate, 
And him i-eceiv'd againe to former favours stale.. 

IS In which he long time afterwards did lead 
An happie life witli grace and good accord, 
Fearlesse of fortunes chaunge or envies dread 
And eke all mindlease of his owne deare lord. 
The noble Prince, who never heard one word 
Of tydings, what did unto him betide, 
Or what good fortune did to him afford ; 
But through the endlesse world did wander wide, 
Him seeking evermore, yet no where him descride : 

19 Till on a day, as through that wood he rode, 
He chaunst to come where ihosc two Ladles late, 
^mylia and Amoret, abode, 
Biith in full sad and sorrowfull estate ; 
The one right feeble through the evill rate' 

' Dr,d, objeot of reyerBiioe. 3 M'lte. sm.t., .ubdtie-. 

^ JfiiiieeiBHij, Hiiatake. * Rue nllnmiiice 

SIX. S.—jEnyUaandAMnret, abode.] The»e liulics hnTObeen. 
patiomlj "abidiiig" ever ,i„™ Timi»s and E.l|,l,«l,e left tbsm- 
(Cmito vri. 37)i «. leg time, ■.^s ivill be seen bv rovic-vin.- the- 
oveiitB wliich liave inlorveiierl. C. ' ° 
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Of food, which in her duresse ' she had found ; 

The other almost dead aad desperate 

Tlirough her late hurls, and through that haplesse 

wound 
WitU which the Squire, in her defence, her sore 

astound.' 

20 Whom when the Prince beheld, he gan to rew 
The evil! ease in which those ladies lay ; 
But most was moved at the piteous vew, 
Of Amoret, so neare unto decay,* 
That her great daunger did him much dismay. 
Eftsoones that pretious liquor forth he drew, 
Which he in store about him kept alway, 
And wiih few drops thereof did softly dew 

licr wounds, that unlo strength restor'd hci- soone 



21 Tho, when th«y both reeovei-ed were right well, 
He gan of them inquire what evill guide 
Them thether brought, and how their harmes befell : 
To whom they told all that did them betide, 
And how from thraldome vile they we)'e unljde, 
Of ihat same wicked Carle, by virgins hond ; 
Whose bloudie corse they shew'd him ihere beside, 
And eke his cave in which they both were bond : 

At which he wondred much when all those signes he 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK IV. CANTO Vlll. 14? 

31 And evermore he greatly did desire 

To know, wliat virgin did them thence nnbiad; 

And oft of them did earnestly inquire, 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 

But, whenas nought according to his mind 

He could out-learne,he tiiem from ground did reare, 

(No service lothsome to a gentle kind,*) 

And on his warlike beast them both did beare, 

Hiraselfe by them on foot to succour them from feare. 

Hi So when that forrest they had papsed well, 
A litle cotage farre away they spide. 
To which they drew ere night upon them fell ; 
And, entring in, found none therein abide, 
But one old woman sitting there beside 
Upon (he ground, in ragged rude attyre, 
With filthy lockes about her scattered wide, 
Gnawing her nayles for felnesse and for yre, 

And there out sucking venime to her parts en tyre.' 

34 A foule and loathly creature sure in sight, 
And in conditions' to be loath'd no lesse : 
For she was stuft with rancour and despight 
Up to the thi-oiit, tJiat oft with bitternease 
It forth would breake and ^sh in great excesse, 
Pouring out streames of poyson and of gall 
Gainst all that truth or vertue doe profease ; 
Whom she witli leasings lewdly* did miscall^ 

And wickedly backbite : her name men Sclaunder call, 

adly. 



^md,imtu™, disposition. 


* Ltmibj, wic 


Jintsre. internal. 


S Mimdl, abi 


Omli&mi, qualilies. 
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23 Her natui-e is, ail goodnesse to abuse, 
And causelesse trimes continually to fi'arae, 
With which she guiltlesse persons may accuse, 
And steals away the crowiie of thtir good name : 
Me ever knight so bold, ne ever dame 
So chast and loyoll liv'd, but she would strive 
With forged cause them falsely to defame ; 
Ne ever thing so well was doen alive, 

But she with blame would blot, and of due praise de- 



50 Her words were not, as cominon words are ment, 
T' expresse the meaning of the inwai'd mind, 
But noysome breath, and poysnous spirit sent 
From inward pai'ta, with cancred malice lind, 
And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind ; 
Which passing through the earea would pierce the 

hart, 
And wound the soule itselfe with griefe unkind : 
For, like the stings of aspes tiat kill with smart. 

Her spightfull words did pricke and wound the inner 

ai Such was that hag, unmeet to host^ such guests. 
Whom greatest princes court would welcome fayne 
But neede, that answers not to all requests, 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne ; 
And eke that age despysed nicenesse vaine, 
Enur'd to hardnesse and to homely fare, 
Wliich them to warlike discipline did trayne, 
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And manly limbs enduv'd' with litle care 
Against all liard mishaps aad fortunelesae misfai-e. 

2S Then all that eveniag, welcommed with cold 
And chearelesse hunger, they iogether spent; 
Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did scold 
And rajle at them with grudgefull discontent, 
For lodging tliere wifhout her owne consent : 
Yet they endured all with patience railde, 
And unto rest tiiemselves alt onely lent,' 
Eegardlesse of that queane, so base and vilde, 

To be uniustly blamd and bitterly revilde. 

S9 Here weJI I weene, when as these rimes be red 
With misregard, that some rash-witted wight, 
Whose looser thought will lightly be misled, 
These gentle ladies will misdeeme too Ught 
For thus conversing* with this noble knight ; 
Sith now-of-dayea such temperance is rare 
And hard to finde, that heat of youthfuU spright 
For ought will from his greedie pleasure spare : 

llore hard for hungry steed t' abstaine from pleasant 
lare.* 

30 But antique Age, yet in the infancie 
Of time, did live then like an innocent. 
In simple truth and blamelesse chastitie, 
Ne then of guile had made experiment; 
But, voide of vile and treacherous intent. 



1 Midur'd, hardened. s ComwaiBj, i 

' AM oadi) lent, entirely gave up. * Lare, lair, re 
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Held vertue, for itselfe, in soveraine awe : 
Then loyall love had royaJl regiment,* 
^nd each unto his lust did make a lawe, 
From all forbidden tilings his liking to withdraw. 

31 The lyon there did with the lambe consort, 
And eke tbe dove sate by the faulcons side ; 
H^e each of other feared fraud or tort,^ 
But did in safe securitie abide, 
"Withouten periU of the stronger pride : 
But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old 
(Whereof it highf,) and, having shortly tride 
The traines * of wit, in wickednesse woxe bold. 

And dai-ed of ail sinnea the secrets to unfold. 

Si Then beautie, which was made to represent 
The great Creatours owne resemblance bright. 
Unto abuse of lawleaae lust was lent, 
And made the baite of besliall delight : 
Then fmre grew foule, and foule grew faire 

And that, which wont to vanquish God and man 
Was made the vassall of the vietors might ; 
Then did her glorious flowre wex dead and wan, 
d and troden downe of all that orer-i-an. 



SXXI. 6. — Warre old.] That is, worse old, tha older fonr 
of viorid being vioruld or weorofd. This cynlcul derivation rfr 
sembles that of man from tha Saxon man, sin, and is only £ 
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3s And now it is so utterly decayd, 

That any bud thereof doth scarse remaine, 
But if ^ few pUinta, preserv'd through heavenly ayd, 
In princes court doe hap to sprout ^aine, 
Dew'd with her drops of bountie soveraine, 
■Which from that goodly glorious flowre proceed, 
Sprung of the auncient atocke of princes straine, 
Mow th' onely remnant of that royall breed, 

Whose noble kind at first was sure of heavenly seed. — 

34 Tho, soone as day discovered heavens face 
To sinful! men with darknes overdight,' 
This gentle crew gaa from their eye-lids cliaee 
The drowzie humour of the dampish night, 
And did themselves unto their iourney dighL 
So foi'tli they yode,^ and forward softly paced, 
That them to view had bene aa uncouth' sight, — 
How all the way the Prince on footpace traced,' 

The ladies both on horse, together fast embraced. 

3* Soone aa they thence departed were afore. 
That shamefuU hag, the slawnder of her sexe. 
Them follow'd fast, and ihem reviled sore, 
Him calling theefe, them whores ; that much did: 

His noble hart: thereto she did annexe 

False crimes and facts, such as they never raent,, 

I Suf if, onless. * Uacoutli, odd. 

S Overdiylit, covered over. ' T-i-acud, walked. 



XXXin. 6.—Gl(n-iMspu>rc.'\ Glorians, or Queen Elkaletb. 
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That those two ladies much aaham'd lild wexe ; — 
The more did she pursue her lewd' intent, 
And rayl'd. and rag'd, till she had all her poyson spent. 

36 At last, when they were passed out of sight, 
Tet she did not her spightfull speach forbeuie, 
But after them did barke, and still backhite, 
Though thevewere none her hafefull words to heare; 
Like as a curre doth felly bile and teare 
The stone which passed straimger at him Ihrew ; 
So she, them seeing past the reach of eare. 
Against the atones and trees did rajle aiiew. 

Till she hadduld thesting, which in her tongs end grew. 

31 They, passing forth, kept on their readie way, 
With easie steps so soft as foot could stryde,'^ 
Both for great feeblesse which did oft assay 
Faii-e Anioret, that scarcely she could ryde. 
And eke tlirough heavie armes which sore annoyd 
The Prince on foot, not wonted so to fare, 
"Whose steadie hand was faine his steede to guyde, 
And all the way fi-om trotting hard to spare ; 

So was his toyle the more, the more that was his care. 

38 Atlengtlithcyspidewhere towards them with speed 
A Squire came gallopping, as he would flie, 
Bearing a litle Dwarfe before his steed. 
That all the way full loud for aide did crie. 
That seem'd his shrikes would rend the brasen skie : 
Whom after did a mightie man pursew, 

1 Lmd, evil. = fiirjiJe, pace. 
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Eyding upon a dromedare on liie, 
Of stature buge, and horrible of hew, 
Thiit would have maz'd a man his di'eadfull face to 



38 For from his fearefuU eyes two fierie beames, 
More sharpe then points of needles, did pixKseede, 
Shooting forth feri-e aivay two flaming stream es, 
Full of sad powre, that poysonous bale did breede 
To all that on him lookt without good heed, 
And secretly his enemies did slay: 
Like as the hasiliake, of serpents seede, 
From powrefull eyes close ^ venim doth convay 

Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away. 

40 He all the way did rage at that same squire. 
And after him full many threatnings threw, 
With curses vaine in his avengefuU ire : 
But none of them (so fast away he flew) 
Hiai overtooke before he came in vew : 

Where when he saw the Prince in ai'mour bright, 
He cald to hira aloud his case to rew,'' 
And rescue him, through succour of his might, 
From tliat his cruell foe that Mm pui-sewd in sight. 

41 Eftaoones the Prince tooke dowile tliose ladies 

From loftie steede, and, mounting in their stead. 
Came to that Squire yet trembling every vaine; 
Of whom he gan enquire his cause of dread: 
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"Who as he gan the same to him aread,^ 
Iioe ! hard behind his backe his foe was prest,' 
With dreadfull weapon aymed at his head, 
That unto death had doen him unredresi,' 
Had not the noble Prince bis readie sti-olce re- 

42 Who, thrusting boldly twixt hirn and the blow, 
The burden of tlie deadly brunt did beare 
Upon his shield, which h'ghtly he did throw 
Over his head, before the harme came iieare : 
Nathlesse it fell with so despiteoua dreare 
And heavie sway, that hard unto his CTOwne 
The shield it drove, and did the covering reare^: 
Therewith both squire and dwarfe did tomble downe 

Unto the earth, and lay long while in senselesse 



3 Whereat the Prince, full wrath, his strong i 

la full avengement heaved up on hie, 
And stroke the P^an with his steely brand 
So sore, that to hia saddle-bow thereby 
He bowed low, and so a while did lie : 

1 Aread, set forth. ^ Uaredrest, unsuecore 



XLII. 6. — DetpUeom dreare.'\ If dreare is interpretad as 
UEual, this phraae meaiia spiteful sadness, which tnny be turned 
into sad spi'e. One ia tempted to expliun dreare fall, accordiug 
to the primitive meaning of the Saxon verb dredran. C 

XLII. 7. — Cmteriaff reare.] See Book 1. Canto VII, 31. 
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And sure, had not his massie yron mace 
Betwixt bim and his hurt bene happily, 
It would have cleft him to the girding place; 
Tet, aa it was, it did astonish* him long apace. 

44 But, when he to himselfe returnd againe. 
All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare, 
And TOW by Mahoune^ that he should be slaine, 
With that his murdrous mace he up did reare, 
That seemed nought the souse ' thereof could beare. 
And therewith smote at him with all his might : 
But, ere that it to him approched neare, 

The royall child ' with readie quicte foresight 
Did shun the proofe thereof and it avoyded light. 

45 But, ere his hand he could recnre* againe 
To ward his bodie from the balefull stound,* 
He smote at him with all his might and raaine 
So furibusly, that, ere he wist, he found 

Hia head before him tombling on the ground ; 
The whiles his babling tongue did yet blaspheme 
And curse his god thai did him so confound, 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudie streame, 
His soul descended downe into the Stygian reame.' 

40 Which when tliat Squire beheld, he woxe full glad 
To see his foe breath out his Bpright in vaine : 
But that same Dwarfe right sorie seera'd and sad, 
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^stoBf-A Stun. 


6 Recure. 




e Sto.«rf,' 


■ BouBB, downward sweep. 


■r Seame, 


■ auii, jouiii. 
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And howld aloud to see his lord there slain e, 
And rent his haii-e and scratcht his face for paiue. 
Then gan the Prince at leasure fo inquire 
Of all the accident there hapned plaine, 
And what he was whose eyes did flame with fire: 
All which was thus to him declared by that Squire. 

47 " This mightie man," quoth he, " whom you have 
Elaine, 
Of an huge geauntesse whyiome was hred ; 
And by his strength rule to himselfe did gaine 
Of many nations into thraldome led, 
And mightie kingdomes of his force adred; 
Whom yet he conquei-'d not by bloudie fight, 
Ne hostes of men with banners brodfi dispred, 
But by the powi'e of his infectious sight, 

With which he killed all that came within his might. 

43 "Ne was he ever vanquished afore. 

But ever vanquisht all wiih whom he fought ; 
Ne was there man so strong, but he downe bore ; 
!Ne woman yet so faire, but he her brought 
Unto his bay, and captived her thought: 
For most of strength aod beautie his desire 
Was spoyle to make, and wast them unto nought. 
By easting secret flakes of lustfull fire 

From his false eyes into their harts and pai-ts entire. 

49 " Therefore Corflambo was he cald aright, 
TJiough namelesse there his bodie now doth lie ; 
Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 
The faire Pceana; who seemes outwardly 
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So faire as ever yet saw livin" eie ; 
And, were her vertue lUce her beautJe briglit, 
She were as faire as any under akie : 
But ah ! she given is to vaine delight, 
And eke too loose of life, and eke of love tjo light. 

60 " So, as it fell, there was a gentle squire 
That lov'd a ladie of high parentage ; 
But, for* his meane degree might not aspire 
To match so high, her friends with counsell sage 
Dissuaded her from such a dicparage ^ : 
But she, whose halt to love was wholly lent, 
Out of his hands could not redeenie her ga^e," 
But, ffrmely following her first intent, 

Eesolv'd with him to wend, gainst all liKr fiiends 



ii " So twixt themselves they pointed time aud place; 
To which when he according did repaire, 
An hard mishiip and disaventrous case * 
Him chaunst ; instead of his ^mjlia faire, 
This Gyants sonne, that lies there on the laire^ 
An headlesse heape, him unawares there caught; 
And, all diamayd through mercil&sse ° despaire. 
Him wi-etched thrali unto his dongeon brought, 

^here he remaines of all ucsuccour'd and unsought. 



1 For, beonusa. 

2 DUpai-Offe, unequnl mateli, dispoj-ngemi 
' Giiye, pledge. 

J DiiiwenliiMs case, unlucky accident. 

* Zaire, [aip [lea), pliun. 

* I. e. that liad no hope of mercy. 
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aa " This Gjanta daughter came upon a day 
Unto the prison, in her ioyous glee, 
To view the tlirals which there in bondage lay: 
Amongat the reat she chaunced there to see 
This lovely swaine, the Squire of Ihdw Degree ; 
To whom she did her liking lightly cast, 
And wooed him her paramour to bee : 
From day to day she woo'd and prayd him fast, 

And for his love liim promist libertie at iasf. 

6} " He, though aflide unfo a former Lo^e, 
To whom his faith he firraely ment to hold, 
Tet seeing not how thence he mote remove. 
But by that nieanea which fortune did unfold. 
Her grannted love, but with affection cold, 
To win her grace his libertie to get : 
Tet she him still detaines in captive hold. 
Fearing least, if she should him freely set, 

He would her shortly leave, and former love forget 

«4 " Tet so much favour she to him hath hight ^ 
Above the rest, that he sometimes may space* 
And walke about her gardens of delight, 
Having a keeper still with him in place ; 
"Which keeper is this Dwarfe, her dearling ' base, 
To whom the keyes of every prison dore 
By her committed be, of speciall grace, 
And at his will may whom he list restore,* 

And whom he list reserve to be afflicted more. 
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S5 " Whereof when tydings came unto mine care, 
Full inly sorie, for the fervent zeale 
"Which I to him aa to my soule did beare, 
1 thether went j where I did long conceals 
Myselfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reveyle,^ 
And told his dame her Squire of Low Degree 
Did secretly ont of her prison steale ; 
For me he did mistake that Squire to bee. 

For never two so like did living creatnre see. 

ss "Then was I taken and before her brought; 
Who, through the likenesse of my outward hew. 
Being likewise beguiled in her thought, 
Gan blame me much for being so untrew 
To seeke by flight her fellowship t' eschew, 
That lov'd me deare, as dearest thing alive. 
Thence she commaunded me to prison new : 
Whereof I glad did not gaine-say nor strive. 

But snffi'fid that same dwarfe me to her dongcoi 



67 " There did I finde mine onely = faithful! frend 

In heavy plight and sad perplexitie : 

Whereof I aorie, yet myselfe did bend 

Hirn to i-econifoit with my companie ; 

But him the more ^reev'd I found thereby ; 

For all his ioy, he said, in that distresse, 

Was mine and his ^mylias libertie, 

.^mylia well he iov'd, as I mote gheaae ; 
Yet greater love to me then her he did pi-ofesse. 

> Sevea/e, difcoTr.r. 2 i. e, aljovs dl otiers. 
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98 " But I with better reason him aviz'd, 

And shew'd liim how, through error nnd itiis' 

thought ' 
■Of our hke persona, ealh^ to be disguiz'd. 
Or his exchange or freedome might be wrought. 
Whereto full lotli was he, ne would for ought 
Consent that I, who stood all fearelesse free. 
Should wilfully be into thraldome brought. 
Till fortune did perforce it so decree ; 

Yet, over-rul'd at last, he did to me agree.* 

d9 " The morrow next, about the woated howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyas 
To come forthwith unto his ladies bowre : 
Insfeed of whom forth came I, Placidas, 
And undiscerned forth with him did pas. 
There with great ioyance and with gladsome glee 
Of fajre Pceana I received was, 
And oft imbrast, as if that I were bee, 

And with kind woi-ds accoyd,' vovving great love to 



a " Which I, that waa not bent to former love, 
As was my friend tiat bad her long refusd. 
Did well accept, aa well it did behove. 
And to the present neede it wisely usd. 
My former hardnesse first I faire excusd ; 
And, atier, promist large amends to make. 
With such smooth termes her error I abusd 
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To my friends good more then for mine owiie 
For whose sole libenJei I love and life did state. 

ei " Thenceforth I found more favour at her hand ; 
That to her dwarfe, which had me in his charge, 
She bad to lighten my too heavie hand, 
And graunt more srope to me to waike at large. 
So on a day, as by the flowrie marge 
Of a fresh streame I with that elfe did play. 
Finding no meanes how I might us enlarge, 
But if that dwarfe I could with me convay, 

I lightly snatoht him up and with me bore away. 

83 "Thereat he shrieltt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyi-ant selfe came forth with yelling bray, 
And me pursew'd ; but nathemore would I 
Forgoe the purchase* of my gotten pray, 
But have perforce him hether brought away," 
Thus as they talked, loe ! where nigh at band 
Those Ladies two, yet doubtfull through dismay. 
In presence caine, desirous t' understand 

Tydings of all which there had hapned on the land. 

«i Where soone as sad jEmylia did espie 
Her captive lovers friend, young Piacidas, 
All mindlesse of her wonted modestie. 
She to him ran, and, him with streight' emhras 
Enfolding, said : " And Uvea yet Amyas ? " 



lertj saone. 
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" He lives," quoth he, " and his iEinylia loves." 

"Then lesse," said she, "bj all the woe I pas,^ 

With which my weaker patience fortune proves : 

But what mishap thus long him fro myselfe removes? " 

64 Then gan he all this slorie to renew, 
And tell the course of his raptivitie ; 
That \iev deare hart full deppely made to rew 
And sigh fuli sore, to heare the miserie 
In which so long he mercilesse did lie. 
Then, after many teares and sori'owes spent, 
She deare besought the Prince of remedie : 
Who tbereto <lid with readie will consent, 

And weU perform'd ; as shall a[>peare by his event. 
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The Squire of Low Degree, relenst, 

^mylia takes to wife: 
Brftomart fightea with many knights ; 

Frince Arthar sUiits thek strife. 



I Haed is the doubt^ aiid difficult to deeme,^ 
When ail three kinds of love together meet 
And doe dispart the hart with powre extreme, 
Whether shall weigh the balance dowue ; to weet, 
The deare affection unto kindred sweet. 
Or raging fire of love to womankind, 
Or zeaie of friends combynd with vertues meet. 
But of them all, the band of vertuous mind, K 
Me seemea, the gentle hart should most assured bind. 

i For naturall affection soone doth cesse, 
And quenched is with Cupids greater flame ; 
But faitlifuU friendship doth them both supprcsse, 
And them with raaystring' discipline doth tame, 
Through, thoughts aspyriog to eternall fame. 



Arg. 2. — jEm^Jtia.] Pmatm in all the editions, but the reaaec 
will Boon see that it is not the Squire of Low Degi'ee, bnt his 
friend Plaoidos, who marriea Preana. 
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For as tbe souie dotb rule the earthly masse, 
And all the service of the bodie frame ; 
So love of soule doth love of bodie passe, 
No lesse then perfect gold surmounts the meanest 
hrasse. 

s All which who list by tryall to assay, 
Shall in this stovie find approved plains ; 
In whicli these squires true friendship more did 

Then either care of paretits could refraine, 
Or love of fairest ladie could eonstraine. 
For though P(eana were as fairs as morne, 
Yet did this trustie squire' with proud diadmne 
For !tis friends sake her offred favours scome, 
And she herselle her syre of whom she was yborae. 

4 Now, after tliat Prince Arthur graunted had 
To yeeld strong succour to that gentle swayno. 
Who now long time had lyen in prison sad; 
He gan advise ^ how best he mole daiTayne ^ 
That enterprize, for greatest glories gayne. 
That headlesse tyranfs tronke he reard from gTOund, 
And, having ympt' the head to it agayne. 
Upon his usuall beast it firmely hound, 
And made it so to ride aa it alive was found. 



111. f.-SSe ke^sel/eher sj™.] By billowing 
leave (lis plnce of confiuement- 
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i Then did he take tliat chaced squire, and layd 
Before the ryder, as he captive were; 
And made his dwaife, though with unwilling ayd, 
To guide the beast that did his maister beare, 
Till to his castle ihey approched neare : 
"Whom when the wati;h, that kept continuall ward, 
Saw eomming home, all voide of doubtfuli feare, 
He, running downe, the gate to him unbard ; 
Whom straight ilie Prince ensuing ^ in together 
far'd. 

e There did he find in her delitious boure 
The faire Pceana playing on a rote,^ 
Complayning of her cruell paramoure, 
And singing all her aori-ow to the note, 
As she had learned readily by rote ; 
That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight 
The Prince halfe rapt began on her to dote; 
Till, better him bethinking of the right, 
He her unwares attaeht,' and captive held by 
might. 

1 Whence being forth produe'd, when she perceived 
Her owne deare sire, she cald to hini for aide : 
But when of him no aunswere she received, 
But saw him sencelesse by tlie inquire upstaide, 
She weened well that then she was betraide ; 
Then gan she loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 
And that same squire of treason to upbraide : 



2 Ituie, lute (not a Imrdy-giirdy, aiirl not from rola, wheel). 
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But all in vaine ; her plaints iniglit not prevaile ; 
Ne none there was to reskue her, ne none to baile.' 

6 Then tooke he that same dwarfe, and him compeU 

To open unto him the prison dore. 

And forth to bring those thrala which there lie held. 

Thence forth were brought to him above a score 

Of knights aoi3 squires to him unknowne afore: 

All which he did from bitter bondage free, 

And unto former liberty restore. 

Amongst the rest that Squire of Low Degree 
Came forth full weake and wan, not like himselfe to 
bee. 

9 Wliom soone aa faire iEmylia beheld 
And Placidas, tliey both unto him ran, 
And, him embracing, fast betwixt them held, 
Striving to comfort him all that they can. 
And kissing oft his visage pale and wan ; 
That faire Pseana, them beholding both, 
Gan both env;^, and bitterly to ban ° ; 
Through iealous passion weeping inly wroth, 
To see the sight perfoi-ce that both her eyes were loth." 

10 But when awhile they had together beene. 
And diversly conferred of their case. 
She, though full oft she both of them had scene 
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Asunder, yet not ever in one place, 
Began to doubt, when she them saw embrace, 
Which was the captive squire she lov'd so deare, 
Deceived through great likenesse of their face : 
For they so like in person did appeare. 
That slie uneath discerned wheiher whether weare.^ 

11 Ajid eke the Prince when as he them avized,' 
Their like resembJaunce much admired ' there, 
And mazd how nature had so well disguized 
Her worke, and counferfet herseife so nere, 
As if that by one patCerne seene somewhere 
She had them made a paragone * lo be ; 
Or whether it through skill or errour were. 
Thus gazing long at theoi much wondred he ; 

So did the other knights and squires which them did 



13 Then gan they ransacke that same castle strong, 
In which he found great store of hoorded threasure, 
The which that tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortious^ powre, without respect or measure. 
Upon ail which the Briton Prince made seasure. 
And afterwards continu'd there a while 
To rest himselfe, and solace in soft pleasure 
Those weaker ladies after weary toile ; 

To whom he did divide part of his purchast" spoile. 



2 Ajtked, coqsidered. 

8 Adiaired, wondered at, 

< I. e. a match, a copy of tliis 
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13 And, for more ioy, Ihat captive lady faire, 
The faire Pseana, lie enlarged ^ free, 
And by the rest did set in sumptuous chmre 
To feast and frollieke ; nathemore would she 
Shew gladsome countenaunce nor pleasaunt glee; 
But grieved was for iosse both of her sire, 
And eke of lordship with both land and tee ' ; 
But most she touched was with griefe entire' 

For losae of her new Love, the hope of her desire. 

u But her the Prince, through his well-wonted grace, 
To better termes of myldnesse did enlreat 
From that fljwle rudenesse which did her deface ; 
And that same bitter corsive,' which did eat 
Her tender heart and made vefraine from meat, 
He with good thewes ° and speaches well applyde 
Did molliiie, and calme her raging heat: 
For though she were most faire, and goodly dyde,° 

Yet she it uU did mar with cruelty and pride. 

IS And, for to shut up ' all in friendly love, 
Sith love was first the ground of all her griefe. 
That trusly squire he wisely well did move 
Kot to despise that dame which lov'd him liefe,* 
Till he had made of her some better priefe ; 
But to accept her to his wedded wite : 
Therew he offi-ed for to make him chiefe 
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■^to-sai; net at liberty. 


6 Tbewis, miinnci-s, 1 


1 Fee, property. 


6 1, e.offlliMooomp 


' Satire, s\ucen. 


I S*«[ «,,, ooiicluJe. 


SGnsi»,.,oor,><Biv.. 


s Lkfe, dearly. 



Of all her land and lordship during life : 
He yeelded, and her tctoke ; so stinted ' all their strife. 

IS From that day forth in peace and ioyous blis 
They liv'd together long wilhout debate ^ : 
Ne private iarre, ne spite of enemis, 
Could shafee the safe assuraunee of their slate: 
And she, whom nature did so faire create 
That she rnoie raat<ih the fairest of her dales, 
Tet with lewd loves and lust interapenite 
Had it defaste, tiienceforth reformd Jier waies 

That all men much adm/rde lier change, and spake 

17 Thus when the Prince had perfectly compylde ^ 
These paires of friends in peace and setled rest ; 
Himselfe, wJiose minde did travell as with chylde 
Of his old love conceav'd in secret biest. 
Resolved to pursue his former quest; * 
And, taking leave of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amoret, whom foi'tune by bequest 
Had left in his protection wbiieare, 

Exchanged out of one iuto another feare. 

IB Feare of her safety did her not constraine ; 
For well she wist now in a mighty bond 
Her person, late in perill, did remaine, 
"Wiio able was all daungers to witlistond : 

' S(ia(aJ, ended. 8 Compylde, eomposGd, settled. 
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But now in feare of shame she more did stond, 
Seeing herselfe all soly^ succourlesae, 
Left in the victors powre, like vassall bond ; 
Whose will her weakenesse could no way represse, 
In, case his burning lust should breake into excesse. 

19 But cause of feare snre had she none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned liad of yore 
The course of loose affection to forstall,^ 
And lawlesse lust to rule with reasons lore ; 
That, all the while lie by his side her bore, 
She was as safe as in a sanctuary. 
Thus many miles they two together wore, 
To seeke tlieir loves dispersed diversly ; 

Yet neither shewed to other their hearts privity. 

so At length Ihey came whereas a troupe of kniglits 
They saw together skirmishing, as seemed ; 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell despight, 
But foure of them the battel! best beseemed," 
That which of them was best mote not be deemed. 
Those foure were they from whom false Florimell 
By Bi-aggadochio lately was redeemed ; 
To weet, Sterne Druon, and lewd Claribell, 

Love-lavish EtanJamour, and lustfull Baridell. 

ai Druona delight was all in single life. 

And unto hidies love would lend no leastire : 

1 Sdij, solaly, alone, * BeEeemei, Beemod fit for. 

2 ForstuU, intercept, check. 

XX. 7. — By Bmmjadodm.] Canto V. 26, 27, 
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The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With fei'vgnt flames, and loved out of measure : 
So eke lov'd Blandamour, but yet at pleasure 
Would change his liking, and new lemans prove : 
But Paridell of love did make no tlireaaure,^ 
But lusted after all that him did move : 
So diversly these foure disposed were to love. 

33 But those two otiier, which beside them stoode, 
Were Britomart and gentle Scudamdur ; 
Who all the while beheid their wratlifuU moode, 
And wondred at their I'mpacable^ stoure,^ 
Whose like they never saw till that same hoare : 
So dreadfuJI strokes eaeh did at other drive, 
And laid on load with all their might and powre, 
Aa if that every dint tlie ghost would rive 

Out of their wretched corses, and their lives deprive : 

33 As when Dan iEolus, in great displeasure 
For losse of his denre Love by Neptune bent,* 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden tfareasure 
Upon the sea to wreake his full intent ; 
Tliey, breaking forth with mde uaruliment 
Frora all foure parts of heaven, doe rage full sore, 
And tosae the deepea, and leare the firmament, 
And all the world confound with wide uprore; 

Aa if instead thereof they Chaos would restore. 

1 Tireimirc, yalue. 3 Stoii-e, ii'siinlt. 

a Impacable, Hint would not be appeased. ' Umi, taken. 

SXm. 2. — Sj mplune Ben!.] One of the dnnghtere of jEolus 
ie 3£jd to have been cnrriad off by Neptnne, H. 
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SI Cause of their discord and so fell debate 
Was Car the love of that same snowy maid, 
Whome they had lost io turneyment of late ; 
And, seeking long lo weet which way she straid, 
Met here together ; where, through lewd upbraide 
Of Ate and Duessa, tliey fell out ; 
And each one taking pait in others aide 
This cruell conflict raised thereabout, 

"Whose dangerous suceesse d-ipended yet in dout ; 

Si For sometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe ; 
Eftsoones the othei's did the field recoure,' 
And on their foes did worke full cruell wracke ; 
Tet neither would their fiend-like fury slacke, 

Till that uneath ' they forced wei-e, for lacke 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 
And rest themselves for to recover spirits spent. 

aa There gan they change their sides, and new parts 
take; 
For Paridell did take to Druons side. 
For old despight which now forth newly brake 
Gainst Blaiidamour, whom alwaies he envide ; 
■ And Blandamour to Claribell relide^: 
So all afresh gan former fight renew. 
As when two barkes, this caried with the tide. 
That with the wind, contrfiry courses sew,* 

If wind and tide doe change, llieir courseschange anew, 

• Secoare, recover, ^ Relule IFr, j-eKo-), joined himaelf. 

S Hjeoi/i, wifli difficulty. * Beoi, pursue. 
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31 Thencefortli they much more furiously gan fare,^ 
As if but then the battel] had begonne ; 
Ne helmets bright ne hawberks strong did spare, 
That ihrougli the clifts the vermeil bloudout-sponue, 
And all adowne their riven sides did ronne. 
Such mortal] malice wonder was to see 
In friends profest, and so great outrage donne : 
But sooth is said, and li-ide in each degree, 

Faint friends -when they fall met most cruetl f omen hee. 

38 Thus tliey long while continued in fight ; 
Till Scudamour and that same Briton Maide 
By fortune in that place did chance to light ; 
Whom soone as they with wrathful! eie bewraide,* 
They gan remember of the fowle upbraide,' 
The which that Briionesse had to them donne 
In that late tumey for the snowy mmde ; 
Where she had them both shamefully fordonne,' 

And eke the famous prize of beauty from them woune. 

S9 Eftsoones all burning with a fresh desire 
Of fell revenge, in their malicious mood 
They from themselves gan turne their furious ire, 
And cruell blades yet steeming with whot bloud 
Against those two let drive, as they were wood* : 
Who wondring murh at that so sodiune fit, 
Yet nought dismayd, them stoutly well withstood ; 
Ne yeelded foote, ne once abacke did flit. 

But, being doubly smitten, likewise doubly smit. 

1 Fare, proceod. * Fiirdmne, undone. 

2 Bemraide, discovered. ^ Wood, ftajitio. 
" UjAraide, injury, insult. 
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30 The warlike dame was on her part assaid 
Of ClaribtU and Blandamour atlone ■* ; 
And Parideli and Druon fiercely laid 

At Scudamour, both his professed fone^: 
Foure charged two, and two surcharged^ one; 
Yet did those two themselves so bravely beare, 
That the other litle gained by the lone, 
But with their owne repayed duely weare. 
And usury withall : such gaine was gotten deare. 

31 Full oftentimes did Erltomart assay 

To speake to them, and some emparlance ^ move ; 
But they for nought their cruell hands would stay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought that might behove ; 
As when an eager mastiffe once doth prove 
The last of bloud of some engored^ beast, 
No words may rate, nor rigour him remove 
From greedy hold of that his blouddy feast, — 
So litle did they hearken to her sweet beheast. 

3j Whom when the Briton Priace afarre beheld 
With ods of so unequall match opprest, 
Hia mighty heart with indignation sweld, 
And inward grudge fild his heroieke brest; 
* Eftsoones hiraselfe be to their aide addrest, 
And, thrusting fierce into the thickest preace,' 
Divided them, however loth to rest ; 



* Burchm-ged, assnulteil with bi- 

* JUmparlance, parley. 

s Exgored, piareed, wonndad. 
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And wuuld them fuine ^ from battell to surceaase, 
Wiih gentle words perswading them lo friendly peace ; 

33 But they so farve from peace or patience were, 
That all at once at him gan fierceiy flie, 

And lay on load, as they him downe would beare : 
Like to a storme which hovers under skie, 
Long here and there and round about doth slie,^ 
At length breakes downe in raine, and haiie, and 

Bleet, 
First from one coast,^ till nought thereof be drie ; 
And then another, till that Jikewise fleet * ; 
And so from side to side till all the world it weet,^ 

34 But now their forces greatly were decayd. 
The Prince yet being fresh untoucht afore ; 
Who them with speaches milde gan first disswade 
From such foule outrage, and them long forbore : 
Till, seeing them through sufFrance hartned ' more, 
Himselfe he bent their furies to abate, 

And layd at them so sharpely and so sore, 
That shortly tliera compelled to retrate, 
And being brought in daunger to relent too late. 

35 But now his courage being throughly fii-ed. 

He ment to make them know their follies prise,' 
Had not those two him instantly^ desired 

I Faitie, aesive. i Fltel, float. 

S sue. rise, go. 6 Wui, wet. 

3 Omst, side, Hartned, enooumged. 

TPrisE, price! bow deai- they must pay for it. 

S itstaaltij, nrgentlj. 
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1' asswage liis wrath, and pardon their mesprise ' ; 
At whose request he gan hlmselfe advise 
To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat 
In milder tearmea, as list them'' to devise ; 
Mongst which the cause of their so cruell heat 
He did them aslte ; who all that passed gan repeat ; 

SB And told at large how thai same eiratit knight. 
To weet, faire liritomart, them late had foyied 
In open tnrney, and by wrongfuU fight 
Both of ilieir publieke- praise had them despoyled, 
And also of their private Loves begayled ; 
Of two full hard to read ' the harder thefl. 
But she tliat wrongful] challenge * soone assoyled,* 
And shew'd that she had not that Lady reft, 

(As they supposd,) but her had to her liking left. 

37 To whom llie Prince thus goodly well replied: 
" Certes, Sir Knights, ye seemen much to biame 
To rip up wrong that battell once hath tried ; 
Wherein the honor both of armes ye shame, 
And eke the love of ladies foule defame ; 
To whom the world this franchise ° ever yeelded, 
That of their loves choise they might freedom 

clame, 
And in that right should by all knights be shielded: 

Gainst wbich, mc seemes, this war ye wrongfully 
Iiave wielded." 



Meaprise, contempt. 


' Qidlaise, charge 


LiBitfim,tlieypleftsed. 


5 Assinjcd, olenrei] herseirof. 


Read, declare. 


6 Fraiu-lme, liberty. 
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38 " And jet," quoa she, " a greater wrong remaines : 
For I thereby my fbrraer Love have lost ; 
Whom seeking ever since with endlesse painea 
Hath me much sorrow and much travel! ^ cost : 
Aye me, to see that gentle mnjde so tost ! " 
But Scudamour tlien, sighing deepe, thus saide: 
" Cei-tes lier losse ought me to sorrow most, 
Whose right she is, wherever she be straide, 

Tlirougli many perils ivoiiiie, and many fortunes 



39 " For fiom the fii-st that I her love profest, 
UnM this houre, this present lucklesse howre, 
I never ioyed happinesse nor rest ; 
But thus tiirmoild fi-om one to other stowre* 
I wast my life, and doe my dales devowre 
In wretched angnishe and incessant woe, 
Passing tlie measure of my feeble powre ; 



" Waitk, iveighed, enduiviii | ? : 



XXXVin. I. — "And get." &a.] From this nnd the fol towing 
stonis it would seem that neithRT Scudamour uor Brtwmart knew 
tliat AiiiorBt wm of tbair coiniwiiyj and yet in the third and 

in his riresBiioe. Upton Bup^-e'ts, by WRj of explBuntiou, that 
SoudHmoiir at first does not .ee Amoret, who wan left at seme 
diBlanoa wlien I'rinee Arthur ciime forward to sepiirnte the com- 
batants, and that there Is ii cha^in between tha thirty-ninth and 
fortieth stanzas, in which Spender intended to iiitraduoe, with 
some Hltenitioiis, those Btmiziis describing the luipp.y meeting 
between Suudamour and Amoi-at, which orlginiiny appeared at 
the end of die third book. H. 
VOL. IK. n 



.^hyGooglc 



That, living thus a wretch and loving bo, 
I neitlier can my love ne yet my life forgo." 



40 Tlien good Sir Claribell him thus bespake: 
"Now were it not, Sir Scudamour, to you 
Dislikefull ^ paine so sad a taske to take. 
Mote we entreat you, silh this gentle crew 
la now so well accorded all anew, 
That, as we ride tt^ether on our way, 
Te will re<»itnt to us in order dew 
Al! that adventure which ye did aaaay 

For that faire ladies love: past perils well apay.*" 

11 So gan the rest him likewise to require : 
But Britomart did him iinp6rtuite hard 
To take on him that paine ; whose great desire 
He glad to satisfie, himaelfe prepar'd 
To tell through what misfortune he had far'd 
In that atchievement, as to him befell. 
And all those daungers unto them deelar'd ; 
Which sith they cannot in this canto well 

Comprised lie, I will them in another tell, 

1 JXiUkef'ull, dlsHgreeable. 

a Apug, BUtisfy, plaiiBei it is pleasant to tell over perils past 
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CANTO X. 

Scudninour di>th his conqueEt tell 

Ofvertuou! Amoret: 
Gi-etiX Venus Temple is desotib'd; 



1 " True Le it Siiid, wliaiever man it sayd, 
That love with gull and hony doih abound ; 
But if the one be witli the otjier wayd, 
For evei'y difim oC liony, theniin found, 
A pound ofgHlJ doth over it redound* ; 
That I too true by triall have approved ; 
For since the day llmt first willi deadly wound 
. My heart was laiinclit, and leiinied to have ioved, 
I nerer ioyed howre, but still with care was moved. 

3 " And yet such grace is given tlietn from above, 
That all the cai-es and evill which (hey meet 
May nought at all their setled mindes remove, 
But seeme, gainat common sence, to them most 



As basting ^ in their marlyrdome unmeet. 
So all that ever yet I have endured 
I count as naught, and tread downe under feet, 
Since of my Love at length i rest assured, 
That to disloyalty she will not be allured. 
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3 " Long were to tell the ti-avell and long toile, 
TliTOugli which this Shield of Love I late have 

And purchased* this peerelesse Beauties spoile, 
Tlwit harder may be end<;d, then begonne : 
But since ye so desire, your will be donne. 
Then hearke, ye gentle Knights and Ladies free,^ 
My hard mishaps that ye may learne to shonne ; 
For though sweet love to conquer glorious bee, 
Yet ia the paine lliereol' much greater then the fee. 

4 " What time the fame of this renowmed prise 
Flew first abroad, and ail mens eares possest ; 
I, having ai'mes then taken, gaii avise 

To wiiine me honour by some noble gest,' 
And purehaseme some place amongst the best. 
I boldly thought, (soyoungmensChoughIa are bold,) 
That this same brave einprize for me did I'est, 
And that both shield and she * whom I behold 
Might be my iuuky lot; sith all by lot we hold. 

5 " So on that hard adventure forth I went, 
And to the place of perill shortly came : 
That was a temple faire and aunoient, 
"Which of gi-eat mother Venus bare the name, 
And farre reiiowmed through- exceeding fame ; 
Much more tlien that which was in Paphos built. 
Or that in Cyprus, both long since this same. 
Though all the pillours of the one were guilt,* 

And all the others pavement were with yvory spilt.* 

1 Purdasul, obtained. 3 Cut, eiiterpriaB. 6 CuiJf, gilt. 
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e "And it was seated in an Island strong, 
Abounding all with delices^ most rare, 
And wall'd by nature gainst invaders wrong, 
Tliat none mo(« have accesse, nor inward fare,^ 
But by one way that passage did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuilt in goodly wize 
With curious corbes° and pendants graven favre, 
And, arched all with poi-ches, did arize 
On stately paionrs fram'd after the Doricke guize : 

1 "And for defence thereof on th' other end 
There reared was a Castle fiiji-e and strong, 
That warded all which in or out did wend, 
And flanoked both the bridges sides along, 
Gainst ail that would it faine * to force or wrong : 
And therein wonned*^ twenty valiant knights ; 
All twenty tride in warrea experience long ; 
Whose office was against all manner wights 
By all meanes to mainlaine that castels ancient riifhts, 

s " Before that castle was an open plaine, 
And in the midst (hereof a piller placed ; 
On which this Shield, of many sought in vaine, 
TheShield of Love, whose guerdon me hath graced, 
Was hangd on high with golden ribbands laced ; 
And in the marble stone was written this. 
With golden letters goodly well enchaced'; 
-Blessed the man that weU can use his Mis : 

Whose ever he the Shield, f aire Amtrret be his. 

1 Selkes, deliglita. 4 Paiae, tiasire, sttempt. 

' ■^"'■^t passage. £ Wmned, dwelled. 

S Cm-bee, curves; perhaps, corbels. 8 Mdmced, sat off. 
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1S2 THE rAEniB qdeene, 

s " Whicli when I red, my heart did inly earne,* 
And pant with hope of that adventure hap : 
Ne stayed further newes thereof to leame, 

■ But with my apeare upon tlie shield did rap, 
That all the castle ringed with the clap, 
Streight forth issewd a knight all arra'd to pi-oofe. 
And bravely mounted, to his most mishap : 
Who, staying nought to question from alonfe, 

liaii fierce at me, that fire glaunst from his horses 

ju " Whom holdly 1 encountred as I could, 
And by good fortune shortly him unseated. 
Eftsoones out sprung two more of eqoall mould ; 
But I, them both with equull hap defeated: 
So all the twenty I likewise entreated,^ 
And left them groning there upon the plaine. 
Then, preacing* to the piilour, I repeated 
The read^ thereof for guerdon of my paine. 

And, taking downe the sliield, with mc did it rc- 



,1 " So forth without impediment I past. 
Till to the bridges utter' gate I came; 
The which I found sure lockt and chained fast. 
I knoekt, but no man aunswred^me by name; 
I cald, but no man aiiswred to my elaitte'i 
Yet I pers^vei-'d still to knoeke and call ; 
Till at the last I spide within the same 
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"Where one stood peeping through a crevis small, 
To whom. I cald aloud, halfe angry thefewithall. 

12 " That was to weet the porter of the place. 
Unto whose trust the charge thereof was lent' : 
His name was Doubt, that had a double face, 
Th' one forward looking, th' other backeward bent, 
Therein resembling lanus aancient, 

Which hath in charge the iugate^ of the yeare : 
AaA evermore his eyes about him went, 
As if some proved perill he did feare, 
Or did misdoubt some ill whose cause did not appeare. 

13 " On th' one side he, on th' other sate Delay, 
Behinde the gate, tliat none her might espy ; 
Whose manner was, all passengers to stay 
And entertaine with her occasions sly ; 
Through which some lost great hope unheedily, 
Which never they .recover might againe ; 
And others, quite excluded forth, did iy 

Long languishing there, in unpittied palne, 
And seeking ofbn entraunce afterwards in vaine. 

It " Me whenas he had privily espide 
Bearing the shield which I had conquerd late, 
He kend it streight, and to me opened wide : 
So in I past, and streight he cload the gate. 
But being in. Delay in close awaite 
Caught hold on me, and thought my steps to stay. 
Feigning full many a fond excuse to prate, 
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And time to steale, the thitasure of mans day, 
Whose smallest minute lost no riches render^ may, 

la " But hy no meanes my way I would for^Iow ^ 
For ouglit that ever she could doe or say ; 
But, from my lofty sleedc dismountuig low, 
Past forth on foote, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and stones of rich assay. 
Cast into sundry shapes hy wondrous skill, 
That like on earth no where I recken may ; 
And underneath, the river rolling still 

With murranre soft, that secm'd to surve the wor 



10 " Thence foi'lh I passed to the second gate, 
■\j The Gat« of Good Desert, whose goodly pride 
And costly fi'ame were long here to relate : 
Tlie same to all stoode alwaies open wide ; 
But in the porch did evermore abide 
Aa hideous Giant, dreadfuU to behold, 
That stopt the entraunee with his spacious stride, 
And with the terrour of his countenance bold 
Full many did affray, that else faine enter would ; 

\ n " His name was Daunger, dreaded over all ' ; 
Who day and nio;ht did watch and duely ward 
From feaj-efuU cowards entrance to forsfall 
And faint-heart fooles, whom shew of perill hard 
■Could terrifie from fortunes faire adward * : 



S Oner all, Everywhere. 
* Adward, awarit. 
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For oftentimes fiunt hearts, at fii-st espiall 
Of bis grim face, were from approafihiDg scard : 
Unworthy they of grace, whom one dftjiiall 
Excludes from fairest hope withouten further triall. 

J8 '■ Yet many doughty warriours, ofcn tride 
In greater perils to be stout and bold, 
Durst Dot the stemnesse of his looiie abide ; 
But, sooiie as tliey his countenance did behold. 
Began to faint, and feele their corage cold, 
Againe, some other, that in liard assaies 
Were cowards knowne, and Iit]e count did hold. 
Either through gifts, or guile, or such like waies. 

Crept in by stouping low, or stealing of the kaies.^ 

18 " But I, though meanest man of maiiy moe. 
Yet much disdaining UBto him to lout," 
Or creepe betweene his legs, so in to goe, 
Resolv'd him to assault with manhood stout. 
And either beat him in or drive him out. 
Eftaoones, advaancing that enchaunted siiield. 
With all my might 1 gan to Jay about: 
Which when he saw, the gJaive '■ which he did wield 

He gan forthwith f avale,* and way unto me yield. 

20 " So as I entred, I did baekeward looke, 

For feare of harme that might He hidden there ; 
And loe ! his hindparts, whereof heed I tooke, 
Much more defonned fearefuU ugly were, 

1 Kaiee, keys. 8 Glaive, sword. 



.^hyGooglc 



Then ail his former parts did eai-st appere ; 
For Hatred, Murlber, Treasoc, and Despight, 
Witli many moe, lay in amblkhment tliere, 
Awayting to entrap tlie wareiesse' vsigiit 
Which did not them prevent with vigilant foresight. 

31 " Thus having paat all perill, I was come 
Within the compasse of that islands space ; 
The which did seeme, unto my simple doome,* 
The onely pleasant and delightfull place 
That ever troden was of footings trace ; 
For all that Nature by her mother-wit 
Could frame in earth, and forme of substance 

Was there ; and all that Nature did omit, 
Art, playing second Natures part, supplyed it. 

3i "No ti'ee, that is of count, in grecncwood growes, 
From lowest iuniper to ceder tall : 
No flowre in field, that daintie odour throwes, 
And deckes his branch with blossomes over all,' 
But there was planted, or grew natural!; 
Nor sense of man so coy and curious nice, 
But there mote Knd lo please itselfe withall ; 
Nor hart could wish for any queint device, 

But there it present was, and did fraile sense entice. 

33 " In sush luxurious plentie of all pleasure. 
It aeem'd a second paradise to ghesse/ 
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BOOK IV, CASIO X. 187 

So lavishly enricht with natures tlireasure, 
Tbat if the happie soules, which doe p 
Til' Elyaian fields and live in lasting b 
Should happen this with living eye to see, 
They soone would loath their lesser happinesse, 
And wish to life return'd againe (o bee, 
That in this ioyous place they mote liave ioyjuice free : 

s( " Fresh- shadowes, flt to shroud from sunny ray; 

Faire lawnds, to take the sunne in season dew ; 

Sweet springs, in which a thousand nymphs did 
play; 

Soft rombling broolies, that gentle siomher drew ; 

High-i-eared mounts, tbe lands about to vew ; 

low-looking dales, disloignd * from common gaze ; 

Deiightfull bowres, to solace lovers trew ; 

False labyrintlies, fond runnei-s eyes to daze*; 
All which by Nature made did Nature selfe amaze. 

sa " And ail witliout were walkes and alleyes dight 
With divers trees enrang'd in even rankes ; 
And here and there were pleanant arhora pight,' 
And sliadie seates, and sundry* ilowring bankes. 
To sit and rest tlie walkers wearie shrikes : 
And therein thousand payres of lovers walkt, 
Praysing their god, and yeelding him great thankes, 
Ne ever ought but of their true loves talkt, 

Ne ever for rebuke or blame of any balkt.* 



* This is probably a misprint for Jiinnj, as Upton snggests. 
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188 THE FAERIE QUEEKE. 

20 " All these together by fhemselves did sport 
Their spotlesse jileasures and sweet loves content. 
But, farre away from these, another sort 
Of lovers lincked in true harts consent ; 
Which loved not as these, for like intent, 
But on chast vertue grounded their desire, 
Farre from all fraud or fayned blandishment j 
Which, in their spirits kiudling zealous fire, 

Brave thoughte and noble deedes did evemiore aspire.^ 

27 " Such were great Hercules, and Hyllus deare ; 

Trew Jonathan, and David trustie trjde ; 

Stout Theseus, and Pirithoua his feare ^ ; 

Pylades, and Orestes by liis syde ; 

Myld Titus, and Gesippus without pvyde ; 

Damon. and Pythias, whom death could not sever: 

All these, and all that ever had bene tyde 

In bands of friendship, there did live for ever; 
Whose lives although decay'd,yet loves decayed nevei". 

58 " Which when as I, that never tasted blis 
Nor happie howre, beheld wilh gazefull ej'c. 



XXVII. 6. — Geslppue becnma poor, and thought himself de- 
spised by hia friend Titua; hence, growing weary of life, lie gave 
out that lie was a murderer. But Titus, Itnowing hlra and de- 
eii'ing to ><ave the life of liis friend, cliarged liimeelf with Uie mur- 

multitude, confessed tJie deed. By which means all three were 
eaved; and Titus gave his sister in marriage to Gesippns, with 
th« most part of his goods and inharitanco. Boccaccio, Dec. 
X. 8. Uptoh. 
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BOOK IV. CAKfo X. 189 

I thought there was none other lieaven tlien this ; 
And gan their endlesse happinesse env^e, 
Tiiat being free from feare and geaJosye 
Might frankely there their loves desire possesse ; 
IVhilest I, throQgli paines and perlous ieopardie, 
Was forst to seeke my lifes d«are patronease : 
Much dearer be tlie tilings whicli come through hard 
distresse. 

29 " Yet all those sights, and all that eL=6 I saw, 
Might not my steps withhold but that fortliright 
Unto that pui-posd place I did me draw, 
Whereas my Love waa lodged day and night, 
The temple of great Venus, that is hight 
The Queene of Beautie, and of Love the niotliei-, 
There worshipped of every living wight ; 
Whose goodly workmanship farre past all other 

That ever were on earth, all were they set together. 

90 "Not that same famous temple of Diiine, 
Whose hight all Ephesus did oversee. 
And which all Asia sought with vowes prophane, 
One of the worlds Seven Wonders sayd (o bee, 
Might match with this by many a degree : 
Nor that which that wise king of lurie framed 
With endlesse cost to be tb' Almighties see^; 
Nor all that else through all the world is named 

To all the heathen gods, might liite to this be clamed. 

31 " T, much admyring that so goodly fi-ame, 
Unto the porch approcht, which open stood ; 
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190 THE FAEIilB (JUEEKE. 

But therein sate an amiable dame, 
That seem'd to be of very sober mood, 
And in her semblant* shewed great womaiiliood: 
Strange was her tyre* ; for on her head a orowne 
She wore, much hlie unto a Danisk hood, 
Poudi'ed with pearle and stone; and all her 
gowne 
Enwoven was with gold, tliat rauglit ^ full low adowne. 

a " Oil either side of her two young. men stood, 
Both strongly arm'd, as fearing one another ; 
Yet were lliey bi-ethren both ot'halfe the blood. 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother, 
Though of coiiti-firie natures each to other: 
The one of them higlit Love, the otlier Hate j v' 
Hate was the elder, Love tlie younger brotlier ; 
Yet was the younger stronger in his state 

Then tli' elder, and him maystred still in all debate. 

33 " Nalhle?sc that Dame so well them tempred 
both, . 
That she them forced hand to ioyne in haad, 
Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth, 
And tui'n'd his face away, as he did stand, 
Unwilling (o behold that lovely^ band: 
Tet she was of such grace and vertuous might, 
That her commaundment he could not withstand, 
But bit his lip for felonous despight, 

And gnasht his yroa tuskes at that displeasing sight. 
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BOOK IV. CAKTO X. 101 

34 " Concord she cleeped^ was in common i-eed,^ 
Mother of blessed Peace and Friendship trew ; i- 
They both her twins, both borne of heavenly seed. 
And she hereelfe likewise divinely grew ; 
The which right well her workes divine did skew: 
For strength and wealth and happinesse she lends, 
And strife and warre and anger does subdew ; 
Of litle much, of foes she maketh frenda, 

And to afflicted minds sweet rest and quiet sends. 

ss " By her the heaven is in his course contained, 
And all the world in elate unmoved stands, 
As their Almightie Maier first ordained. 
And bound them with inviolable bands ; 
Else would the waters overflow the lands, 
And fire devoure the ayre, and hell them quight, 
But that she holds them with her blessed hands- 
She is the noui-se of pleasure and dehght. 

And unto Venus grace the gate doth open right. 

30 " By her I, entring, halfe dismayed was ; 
But she in gentle wise me enlertayned, 
And twixt herselfe and Love did let me pas; 
But Haired would my entrance have resti-ayned. 
And with his club me thi-eatned to have brayned, 



XXXV. %. — AalhelUbcm'piliihL] If these wnrils are allowed 
to stand, tliey must be explained nrul hell rf/uitt than, that is, be 
the end of all thiiigB. By rending mtii lliem giUshl {mii;, coa- 
found them oKerly) an exccllaut sense might be obtoined. C. 
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102 THE jrAERIE QUEENE. 

Had not tli3 Ladie with lier powrefiill speach 

Him from his wicked will uneatji refi-ayned ' ; 

And th' other eke his malice did empeacli,^ 

TiU I was throughly past the pevill of his reacb. 

3T " Into the inmost temple thus I came, 

Which fuming all with frankensence I found, 

And odours rising from the aliars flame. 

Upon an hundred marble pillors round 

The roofe up high was reai-cd from the ground, 

All deckt with crownes, and chaynes, and girlands 

And thousand pretious gifts worth manj- a pound. 
The wliicli sad lovers for their vowes did pay ; 
And all the ground was strow'd with fiowrea as fresli 
as May. 

38 "An huiditd illars round ihout were set, 
AU flaming inih their aicrifites fire, 

Thu «ith the "lenre thereof the temple swet, 
Wknh lould m clouds to heaven did aspire. 
And ui them bore true lovers vowes entire : 
And eke m hundred liiasen CJiudrons bright. 
To b ith in loy wid imoioua desire, 
Every of which was to a damzell bight" ; 
For all the priests were damzels in soft linnen dight.* 

39 " Right in the midst the goddesse selfe did stand 
Upon an altar of some costly masse,' 

1 L e. VPilli difficulty restmned. * DlijIU, dvSBseil. 

s Unpmdi, prevent. ° .Wiisse, mntensil. 

* Biyht, commlttsd. 
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BOOK, IT. CANTO S, 103 

Whose substance was uneatli to understand : 
For neither pretious stone, nor durefulP brasse,. 
Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay, it was ; 
But much more rare and pretJous to eateeme,* 
Pure in aspect, and Hke fo ehristall glasse, 
Yet glasse was not, if one did rightly deeme ; 
But, being faire and brickie,* Jikest glasse did seeme. 

40 " But it in shape and beautie did excell 
All olher idoles which the heathen adore, 
Farre passing that which by surpassing skill 
Phidias did make in Paphos isle of yore, 
With which that wretclied Greeke, that life forlore, 
Did fall in love : yet this much fairer shined, 
But covered with a sleoder veile afore; 
And both her feete and legs together tivjned 

Were with a snake, whose head and tail were fast 
combyned. 

41 "The cause wJiy she was covered with a vele 
Was hard to know, for that her priests the same 
From peoples knowledge labour'd fo concele : 
But sootli it was not sure for wonianish shame, 



XL. 4. PIMoi did Bwite, &c.] It wsa with a etdtna of Venna 
at CniduB, mnda by Praxiteles, thnt a youtii foil in love, Tiiis 
was the first statue of Venus wiiich was made witliont drapery, 

XL. 7. — J slender ttUe o/ove.] In this description of the 
statae of Venus, es weil as in the cirenmslanee of her priests 
being clothed in linen, we recognize the traits of tiie Egj-ptian 
Isia, wlio, lilte Venus in the mjthoiogy of the Greeks, typifies tlw 
productive energy of Nature. H. 



.^hyGooglc 



Nor any blemish, which the worke mote blame ; 
But for (they say) she hath both kinds^ in one, 
Both male and female, both under one name : 
She syre and mother is herselfe alone, 
Begets and eke conceives, ne needeth other none. 

45 " And all about her necke and shoulders flew 
A ilocke of htle Loves, and Sports, and loyes, 
"With nimble winga of gold and purple hew. 
Whose shapes seem'd not like to t«rrestriall boyes, 
But like to angels playing heavenly toyea ; 
The whilest their eldest brotlier was away, 
Cupid, their eldest brother: he enioyes 
The wide kingdome of Love with lordly sway, 

And to his law compels all creatures to obay. 

*3 "And all about her altar scattered lay 

Great sorts ^ of lovers piteously complayning. 
Some of their losse, some of their loves delay. 
Some of their pride, some paragons disdayning,* 
Some fearing fraud, some fraudulently fayning. 
As every one had cause of good or ill. 

rest some one, through loves con- 



straynmg 
Tormented sore, could not cotitaine it still. 
But thus bndie forth, that all the temple it did flU : 
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BOOK IV. CANTO X. 195 

« " ' Great Venus ! Queene of beautie and of grace, 
The ioy of gods and men, that under skle 
Doest fayrest shine, and most adome thy place; 
That with thy smyling looke doest pacifie 
The raging seas, and niakst the stormes to flie ; 
Thee, goddesae, thee the winds, the clouds, doe feare; 
And, when thou spredst thy mantle forth on hie, 
The waters play, and pleasant lands appeiwe, 

And heavens laugh, and al tlie world shews ioyous 
cheare : 

4s "'Then doth the diedale^ eaj'th tlirow forth totliee 
Out of her fj-uitfu!l lap aboundant iJowres ; 
And then all Jiving wights, soone as they see 
The Spring breake forth out of his lusty bowres, 
They all doe learne to play the paramours : 
First doe Ihe merry birds, thy prety pages. 
Privily prieked with thy lustfuO powres, 
Cbirpe loud to thee out of their leavy cages, 
And thee their mother call to coole their kindly i-ages. 

4B "■■ Then doe the salvage beasts begin to play 
Their pleasant fi-iskes, and loath their wonted food : 
The lyons rore ; the tygres loudly bray ; 
The raging buls rebellow through the wood, 
Aod, breaking fbrlh, dare tempt the deepest tiood. 
To come where thou doest draw them with desire : 

I Zialile, fruitful (in iuTcntion). 

XLIV. 1.- Gr«,l r™«,, &c.] All Iniitsfioi, of the opening of 
the great poem of Lucretius, 
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So all things else, that nourisli vitall blood, 

Soone as with fury thou doest them inspire, 

In generation seeke to quench their inward fire. 

47 " ' So all the world by tbee at first was made, 
And dayly yet thou doest the same repajre : 
Ne ought on earth that merry b and glad, 
Ne ought on earth that lovely is and feyre, 
But thou the same for pleasure didst prepayre : 
Thou art the root of all that ioyous is. 
Great god of men and women, qneene of th' ayre, 
Mother of laughter, and wel-spring of blisse : 

graunt that of my love at last I may not mlsse ! ' 

43 "So did he say: but I with murmure soft, 
That none might heare tlie sorrow of my hart, 
Yet inly groning deepe and sighing oft. 
Besought her to graunt ease unto my smart, 
And to my wound her gratious help impart. 
Whilest thus I spake, behold ! with happy eye 
I spyde where at the idoles feet apart 
A bevie of fayre damwels dose did lye, 

Waytiug wlienas the antheme should be sung on bye. 

49 " The first of ihem did seeme of ryper yeaves 

And gravel- countenance then all the rest ; 

Yet all the rest were eke her equall peares, 

Yet unto her ohayed all the best : 
.. Her Dame was Womanhood ; that she exprest 

By her sad aemblant' and demeanure wyse : 



1 Si^J senJiUm 
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For stedfast stiU her eyes did fixed rest, 
Ne rov'd at randoti, after gazers guysc, 
Whose luring baytes oftimes doe heedlesse liarls 
entyse. 

so "And next fo her sat« goodly Shamefastnesse, 
Ne ever durst lier eyes from ground upreare, 
Ne ever once did looke up from her desse/ 
As if some blame of evill ehe did feare, 
That in her cUeekes made roses oft appeare : 
And her against sweet Cherefulnesse was placed, 
Whose eyes, like twinkling stars in evening cleare. 
Were deckt with smyles that all sad humors chaeed. 

And darted forth delights the wliich her goodly graced, 

SI "And nest to her sate sober Modestie, 

Holding her hand upon her gentle hart ; 

And her against sate comely Curtesie, 

That unto every person knew her part ; 

And her before was seated overthwart 

Soft Silence, and submisse Obedience, 

Both linckt together never to dispart ; 

Both giffe of Giod not gotten but from thence ; 
Both girlonds of his saints against their foes offence. 

63 " Thus sate they all around in seemely rate ^ : 
And in the midst of them a goodly Mayd 
(Even in the lap of Womanhood) there sate, 
The whicli was all in lilly white arayd. 
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With silver streames amongst the linnen stray'dj 
Like to the mome, when fii-st her shyning face 
Hath to the gloomy world itselfe bewray'd : 
That same was fayrest Amoret in place, ' 
Shyning with beau ties light andheavenlyvertues grace. 

S3 " Whom soone as I belieW, my hart gan throb 
And wade' in doubt what best were to be donne: 
For sacrilege me seem'd the church to rob ; 
And folly seem'd to leave the thing undonne. 
Which with so strong attempt I had begonne. 
Tho, shaking off all doubt and shamefast feare, 
Which ladies iove I heard had never wonne 
Moiigst men of worth, I to her stepped neare, 

And by the lilly hand her laboured up to reare. 

6i " Thereat that formost malrone' me did blame. 

And sharpe rebuke for being over-bold ; 

Saying it was to knight unseemely shame, 

Upon a recluse virgin to lay hold, 

Tliat unto Venus services was sold. 

To whom I thus : Nay, but it fitteth best 

For Cupids man with Venus mayd to hold ; 

For ill your goddesse services are drest* 
By virgins, and her sacrifices let to rest. 

63 "With that my shield I forth to her did show. 
Which all that while I closely had oonceld ; 
On which when Cupid with his killing bow 
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And crueli shafts emblazoud slie beheld, 
At siglit thereof she was with terror queld. 
And said no more: but I, which all that while 
The pledge of faith, her hand, engaged held, 
{Like warie hynd within the weedie eoyle,') 
For no intreatie would forgoe so glorioas spoyle. 

SB " And evermore upon the goddesse face 
Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence : 
Wliom when I saw with amiable grace 
To laugh on me, and favour my pretence, 
I was emboldned with more confidence ; 
And, nought for nicenesse nor for envy sparing, 
In presence of them all forth led her thence, 
All looking on, and like astonisht staring, 

Yet to lay hand on her not one of all thera daring. 

57 " She often prayd, and often me besought, 
Sometime with tender teares to let her goc. 
Sometime with witching smyles : but yet, for nough 
That ever she to me could say or doe, 
Could she her wished freedome fro me wooe ; 
But forth I led her through the temple gate, 
By which 1 hardly past with much adoe : 
But that same ladie,^ which me friended late 

In enti-ance, did me also friend ia my retrate. 

Bs " No lease did Daunger threaten me with dread, 
he saw me, maugre all his powre. 
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That glorious spoyle of beautie with me lead, 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure^ 
His leman from the Stygian princes boure.'^ 
But evermore my shield did me defend 
Against the storms of every dreadfull stoure": 
Thus safely with my Love I thence did wend." 
So ended he his tale ; where I this canto end. 
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CANTO XI. 

Mariiiells former ivonnd is heold ; 

He comes to Proteus ball, 
Wliere Tliaraes doth tta Medwaj wedd, 

And feasts the sea-gods all. 

1 Bttt ah 1 for pittie that I have thus long 
Left a fayre ladie languishing in payne ! 
Now well away ! that I have doen such wrong. 
To let faire Florimell in bands remayne, 

In bands of love, and in sad thraldomes chayne ; 
From, which unlease some heavenly powre her free 
By miracle, not yet appearing playne, 
She lenger yet is like capti v'd to bee ; 
That even to thinke thereof it' inly pitties mee. 

2 Here neede you to remember, how erewliile 
Unlovely Proteus, missing to his mind 
That virgins love to win by wit or wile. 
Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind. 
And there ia chaynes her cruelly did bind, 
In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 
For, when as neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her constant mind could move at all he saw, 

He thought her to compell by cruoltie and awe. 

IL 1. - ffire rKede ym, &o.] See Book III. Qinto VIII. 41. 
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3 Deepe in tlie bottome of an liuge great rocke 
The dongeon was, in which her bound lie left, 
That neither yron barres, nor brasen locke. 
Did need« to gard from force or secret theft 
Of all her levers which would her have reft : 
For wall'd it; was with waves, which rag'd and ror'd 
As tliey the cliffe in peeces would have cleft ; 
Besides, ten thousand monsters foule abhov'd 

Did waite about it, gaping, griesly all begor'd. 

4 And in the midst thereof did horror dwell, 
And darkenesse dredd that never viewed daj, 
Like to the balefull house of lowest hell, 

In which old Styx her aged bones alway 
(Old Styx the grandame of the gods) doth lay. 
There did this lucklesse mayd seven months abide, 
Ne ever evening saw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne ever from the day the night descride,^ 
But thought it all one night, that did no houres divide. 

6 And all this was for love of Mai'inell, 
Who her despysd (ah ! who would her despyse!) 
And wemens love did ft-om his hart expell. 
And all those ioyes that wealce mankind entyse. 
Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did pryse ' ; 
For of a womans hand it was ywroke,* 
That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 
Ne can be cured of that cruell stroke 
Which Britomart him gave, when he did her provoke. 
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e Yet faiTe and neare the Nymph, his mother, sought, 
And many salves did to his sore appiie, 
And many herbea did use. But when as nought 
She saw could ease his rankling maladie, 
At last to Tryphon she for helpe did hie, 
(This Tryphon is the sea-gods surgeon hight,) 
Whom she besought to find some remedie : 
And for his paines a whistle him behight,^ 

That of a fishes shell was wrought with rare delight. 

7 So well that leach did hearke fo her request, 
And did so well employ his carefuil paine, 
That in short space his hurts he had redreat, 
And him restor'd fo healthfull state againe : 
In which he long time after did remaine 
There with the nymph his mother, like her thrall ; 
Who sore against his will did liim retiune, 
For feare of perill which to him mote fall 
Through his too ventrous prowesse proved over all.^ 

a It fortun'd then, a solemne feast was there 
To all the sea-gods and their fruitfull seede, 
In honour of the spousalls which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and tlie Thames agreed. 



VI. B. — At last Id Tryplwn, &c.l Comimi-e Book HI. Canto 
IV. 43. C. 

VIII. S. — Speneer apeaks in tlie year 1580 of a pCN3m [EpiOia- 
hmian Tasnesis) whiolilie had ftlrendy written on this anbjeot, the 
mamagaof the Thames. C. 
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Long had the Tliames (aa we in records reed) 
Eefoi-o that day her wooed to hia bed ; 
But the proud nymph would for no worldly meed, 
Nor no entreatie, l« his love he led ; 
Till now at last releoting, she to him w^as wed. 

So both agreed that this their bridale feast 
Should for the gods in Proteus house be made. 
To which tliey all repayr'd, hoth most^ and least. 
As well which in the mightie ocean trade,^ 
As that in rivers swim, or brookes doe wade : 
All which, not if an hundred tongues to tell, 
And hundred moutlies, and voice of brasse I had. 
And endlesse memorie that mote cxcell, 
In order as they came could I recount them well. 

10 He3pe tlierefore, thou sacred Imp ' of love, 
The noursling of Dame Memorie his Deare, 
To whom those rolles, layd up in heaven above, 
And records of antiquitio appeare. 
To which no wit of man may comen neare ; 
Helpe me to tell the names of all those floods 
And all those nymphes, which then assembled 

To that great banquet of the watry gods, 
And all their sundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 



X. 1. — Sacred Imp of looe.] Clio, tlio Muse of History, tlia 
dnught«r of Jupiter anil Mnemosyno, at Memory. H. 
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11 Firat came great Neptune, witli his tliree-forkt 

That rules the seas and makes them rise or fall; 
Hi3 deivy lockes did drop with brine apace,^ 
Under his diademe imperial! : 
And by his side his queene with coronall, 
Faire Amphitrite, most divinely faire, 
Whose jvorie shoulders weren covered all, 
As with a robe, with her owne silver haire. 
And deckt with pearles which th' Indian seas for her 
prepaire. 

12 These marched farre afore the other crew : 
And all tJie way before them, as they went^ 
Triton his ti-ompet shrill before them blew. 
For goodly triumph and great iollymenf, 

Tliat made the rockes to I'oare as they were rent. 
And after them the royaU issue came, 
Which of them sprung by lineall descent; 
First the sea-gods, which to themselves doe clame 
The poHTC to rule the billowes, and ihe waves to tame : 

13 Phorcys, the father of that fatall brood. 

By whom those old heroes wonne such fame ; 
And Glaueus, that wise southsayea understood , 
And tragicke Inoes sonne, tlie which became 

1 AjHice, qnickly, copiously. 

XIII. 1. — Phorcijs, &c.] Phorcya was the ftitlier of llie Gor- 
goiis, the Dragon of the Heaperides, tind other monsters; in the 
conqneat of wiiom, tiie valor of Perseus, Hercules, aiiil others was 
diapiayod. H, 
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A god of seas throngb. his matl motliers blame, 
Now liiglit Palemon, and is saylers frend ; 
Great Brontes ; and Astrieus, that did shame 
Himselfe with incest of his kin unkend'^; 
And huge Orioa, tliat doth tempests still portend ; 

14 The rich Cteatus, and Enrytus long; 

Neleus and Peliaa, lovely brethren botli ; 

Mightie Chrysaor, and CaVcus strong ; 

Eurypulus, that calines the watere wroth ; 

And faire Euphcemus, that upon them goth 

As on the ground, without dismay or dread ; 

Fierce Eryx ; and Alebius, tliat know'th 

The waters deptli, and doth their bottome fread , 
And sad Asopus, comely with his hoarie head. 

19 There also some most famous founders weve 
Of puissant nations, which the world possest, 
Yet sonnes of Neptmie, now assembled here : 
Ancient Ogyges, even th' auncientest : 
And Inachus renowmd above the rest; 
PhiEnix, and Aon, and Pelasgus old ; 

1 Unkaui, unknown, 

XIII 6.— Through his mad moBiers blame.] Iiio tlitew herself, 
witti her aon Melicerta, into the eea, to eEcspe tlie inaana fnry of 
her huBbmid, Athamas. Mslioerta becama a sea-goiJ, called Pa- 
iemon. Itshouldbe "mad /oAer'ablame,"to conform to the story. 

XJII. S.-^O/his hill.] His sister Aloippa. TtiB discovery 
was made by means of a ring, and Astrceue droivned himself in a 
river, whieli recBived his nama. H. 

XIV. 9. — And sad Asopus,] Sad Aaopus, becansa Jupiter 
cai-ried away and defloured his daugbtei' jEgina ; and when he en- 
dimvored to regain her, Jupiter stmek him with thunder. Uiton. 
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Great Belus, Phceas, and Agenor best; 
And mightie Albion, father of the bold ■ 
And warlike people which the Eritaine Islands hold: 

IS For Albion the sojine of Neptune was ; 
Who, for the proofe of his great puissance, 
Out of his Albion did on dry-foot pas 
Into old Gall, that now is cleeped^ France, 
To fight with Herculea, that did advance ^ 
To vanquish all the world with matchlesse might ; 
And there his mortall part by great mischance 
"Was slaine ; but that whioh is th' iramortall spright 

Lives still, and to this feast with Neptunes seed was 
dight. 

u But what doe I their names seeke to reherse, 
"Which all tlie world have with their issue flld ? 
How can they all in this so narrow verse 
Contayned be, and in small compasse hild " ? 
Let them record them that are better skild, 
And know tlie monimenta of passed age :* 
Onely what Dcedeth shall be here fulfiid, 
T expresse some part of that great equipage 

Wliich from great Neptune do derive their parentage, 

js Next came Ihe s^cd Ocean and his dame, 
Old Tethys, th' oldest two of all the rest; 



XVI. 3, —Sea tliestorj in Holiiisliod, Book I. ( 
* Obviously reqiiii^etl for rliyme. The oLtl editi 
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For all the rest of those two parents came. 
Which afterward both sea and laud poaaest ; 
Of all which Nereus, tU' eldest and the best. 
Did first proceed ; then which none more upright, 
Ne more sincere in word and deed profest ; 
Most voide of guile, most free fromfowie despight. 
Doing himselfe and teaching others to doe right. 

19 Thereto he was expert in prophecies, 
And could the ledden of the gods unfold ; 
Through which, when Paris brought his famous 

The faire Tindarid lasse, he him fortold 
That her all Greece with many a champion hold 
Should fetch t^aine, and finally destroy 
Proud Priams towne. So wise is Nereus old, 
And so well skild : nathJesse he takes great ioy 
Oft-times amongst the wanton nymphs to sport iind 



io And after him the famous rivers came, 
Which doe the earth enrich and boautifie ; 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth frame ; 
Long Rhodanus, whose aourse springs from theakie; 
Faire Ister, flowing from the mountaines hie ; 



SIX, 2. — Ledihn of the gods.] ietfen, Anglo-Saxon for iaiin. 
Latiii,iHlhB Middle Agas, WES used for any Innguage Ihat wnarot 
undaratood, and most commonly for the noisB of birds. [Dante, 
Cnna. I- n ; Clianoer, C. T. V. 10749! Roianii de Renart, v. 13946 ; 
Gotf. V. Strafiburg, Tristan, ». 17365, Mo.) C. 

XS. 4. — Spring) fnm the iMe.] Ths source of the Khon« is 
in tiie centra] imd higliest ptirt of Sivitzcrliind, H. 
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Divine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greeks and Troians, wLicli tliei-Din did die ; 
Pactoius glistring with his golden flood ; 
And Tygris fierce, whose streames of none may be 
withstood ; 

21 Gi-eat Ganges ; an^ immortall E(iphcates ; 

Deepe Indus ; and Mfeander intricate ; 

Slow Peneus ; and tempestuous Phasides ; 

Swift Ehene ; and Alpheus still immaeulate ; 

Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate ; 

Tybria, renowmed for the Eomaines fame ; 

Eich Oranochy,' though but tnowen late ; 

And that huge river, which doth beare hia name 
Of warlike Amazons which doe possesse the same. 

23 loy on those warlike women, which bo long 
Can from all men so rich a kingdome hold ! 
And shame on you, Men, which boast your strong 
And valiant heart?, in thoughts lesse hard and bold, 
Tet quaile in conquest of that land of gold ! 



5X1. i. — AlfHie^issimimm^M^ilale.] Alludingto the dassical 
able that the river Alpheua flowad fVom reloponiiesus to Sicily 
throuf^ the sea, without any miugliiig of salt water. H. 

XXI. 5. — Ooras!et.] Cyvus orossedthe Arases wlienhe went 
upon hi! falsi eitpeilition sgninst Toniyris, queen of the Masaa- 
getat. H. 

XXI. 9.-0/ vrarlihe Amazms.] Oreilana, the discoverer of 
Uie Amazon, called it hy that name, or tlie fiver of the Amazons 
from seeing soma armed women on lla banks. H. ' 

XXII. 5 — Lando/goM.} Probahly Guiana. This part' uf 
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But this to you, Britons, most pertaines, 

To whom the right hereof itselfe hath sold ; 

The which, for sparing litle cost or paines. 

Loose so immortall glory, and so cndlesse gaines. 

ss Then was there heard a most celestiall sound 
Of dainty luusioke, wliich d\d next ensew 
Before the spouse^ ; that was Arion crownd ; 
Who, playing on his harpe, unto him drew 
The eai-es and hearts of all that goodly crew ; 
That even yet tlie dolpliin, which him bore 
Through the Agasaa seas fwrn pirates vew. 
Stood still by him, astonisht at his lore,^ 

And all the imaging seas for ioy fbi^ot to rore. 

S4 So went he playing on the watery plaine : 

Soone after whom the lovely Bridegroome came, 
The noble Thamig, with all his goodly traine. 
But him before there went, as best became. 
His auiicient parents, namely th' aoncient Tliame ; 
But much more aged was his ivife then he. 
The Ooze, whom men doe Isis rightly name ; 

3 j^wMBe, bridegroom (ancienayusecl only of tlie man). 



the poem was publifihcd soon after Sir Walter Raleigh's nnsuc- 
oesafnl expedition to that country in 16QB, and Spenser liere en- 
deavors to promote t^ie wisheB of his friend, who, was dcsirons of 
having another expedition fitted out. This continued to hfl a 
fiivoritfl Bcheme of his through iifc. H. 

XXIII. S — Arion eroumd.] Tlie crown was a part of liis 
habit as miiistvci. 
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Full weako and crooked creature seemed shee, 
And almost blind through clti,* that scarce her way 

55 Therefore on either side slie was sustained 

Of two snial grooms, which by their names were 

hight 
The Churne and Charwell, two small streames, 

whicli pained 
Themselves her footing to direct aright, 
Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight 
But Thame was stronger, and of better stay ; 
Yet seem'd full aged by his outward sight, 
With head all Loary, and his beard all gray, 

Deawed with silver drops that trickled downe alway. 

20 And eke he somewhat seem'd to sfoupe afore 
With bowed backe, by reason of the lode 
And auncient heavy burden which he bore 
Of that faire city, wherein make abode 
So many learned impes, that shoote abrode, 
And with their braunches spred all Britany, 
No lesae then do her elder sisters broode. 
loy to you both, ye double noursery 

Of arts! but, Oxford, thine doth Thame most glorify. 

57 But he their sonne full fresh and iolly was. 
All decked in a robe of watchet ' hew, 
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On which the waves, glittering like chrislall glaa, 
So cunningly enwoven were, that few 
Could weenen^ whether they were false or trew : 
And on his head like ^ to a coronet 
He wore, that seemed strange to common vew, 
In which were many towres and castels sel. 
That it encompast round as with a golden fi-et.^ 

2s Like as the mother of the gods, they say. 
In her great Iron charet wonts to ride, 
"When to loves palla«e she doth take her way, 
Old Cyhele, arayd with pompous pride, 
"Wearing a diademe embattild wide 
With hundred turrets, like a turribanL^ 
"With such an one was Thamis beaiitifide ; 
That was to weet the famous Troynovant,' 

In which her kingdoraes Ihrone is chiefly resiant.' 

99 And round about him many a pretty page 
Attended duely, ready to obay ; 
All little rivers which owe vassall^e 
To him, as to their lord, and tribute pay : 
Tlie chaulky Kenet ; and the Thetis gray ; 
The morish' Cole ; and the soft-sliding Breane; 

, The wanton Lee, that oft doth loose his way ; 

1 U^OTen, ween, judgo. ' Tronnncrmt, London. 

a Fret, band, border. ' Moiiah, moorish, maishj'. 
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And the still Darent, in wlose waters cleane 
Ten thousand fishes play and detke his pleasjmt 
streame. 

30 Then came his neighbour flouds which nigh liint 

And water all the Englisli soile throughout ; 
They all on him this day attended well, 
And with meet service waited him about; 
Ke none disdained low to him to lout': 
No, not the stately Severne grudg'd at all, 
Ne storming Humber, though he looked stout ; 
But both him Lonor'd as their principall, 
And let their swelling waters low before him fall. 

ai There was the speedy Tamai-, which devides 
The Cornish and the Devonish confines ; 
Through both whose borders swiftly downe it glides, 
And, meeting Plim, to Pliramouth thence declines : 
And Dart, nigh cliockt with sands of tinny mines : 
But Avon marched in more stately path. 
Proud of his adamants ^ witli which he shines 
And glisters wide, as als of wondrous Ealh, 

And BristowfaJre, which on his waves he builded hath. 

33 And there came Stoure with terrible aspect, 
Bearing bis sixe deformed heads on hye, 
That doth his course through Blandford plains di- 

Ajid wasketh Winbome meades in season drye. 

I Loul, baid. 2 Adamnnts, Brislol diamonds. 
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Next him went "Wyllbourne with passage slye, 
Tliat of his wylinesse his name doth take, 
And of himselfe doth name the shire thereby: 
And Mole, that like a nousling^ mole doth make 
His way still under ground tilt Thamis he overtake. 

33 Then came the Eother, decked all with woods 
Like a wood^od, and flowing fast to Eliy ; 
And Sture, that parteth with his pleasant floods 
Tiie eaatemo Saxons from the southeme ny, 
And Clare and Harwit«b both doth beautify: 
Him foUow'd Yar, soft washing Norwitch wall. 
And with him brought a pi^sent ioyfully 
Of his owne fish unto their festivall, 

Whose like none else could sliew, the which they raf- 
fina call. 

Si Next these the plenteous Ouse canio far from land. 
By many a city and by many a townc. 
And many rivers taking under-hand 
Into his waters, as he passeth downe, 
The Cle,the Were, the Grant, the Store, the Rowne, 
Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit, 
My mother Cambridge, whom as with a crowne 
He doih adorne, and is adorn'd of it 

"With many a gentle muse and many a learned wit. 

3s And after him the fatall Welland went, 

Thai, if old sawes prove true, (which God forbid!) 

' jVbujfinj, burrowing (making its way with its nozle). 
XXSV. 2— Old Baurea.] A prelendad prophecy of Merlin. 
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Shall drowne ail Holland with hia escrement. 
And shall see Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then shine in learning more then ever did 
Cambridge or Oxford, Englands goodly beanies. 
And nest to him the Nene downe softly slid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that in himselfe enseames^ 
Both thirty sorts offish and thirty sundiy streames. 

36 Nest these came Tyne, along whose stony bancke 
That Eomaine monarch built a braaen wall, 
Which mote the feebled Britons sti-ongly flancke 
Against the Picts that swarmed over all, 
Which yet thereof Gualsever^ ihey doe call : 
And Twede, the limit betwixt Logris laud* 
And Albany*: and Eden, though but small, 
Tet oft«n stainde with blond of many a band 

Of Scots and English both, that tyned^ on his strand. 

31 Then came those sixe sad brethren, like forlorne, 
That whilome were, as antique fethers tell, 
Sixe valiant knights, of one faire nymphe yboi-ne, 
Which did in noble deedes of armes excel!, 
And wonned^therewherenowYorke people dwell; 
Still Ure, swift Werfe, and Oze the most of might. 



1 Emeameg, incloseB. ' AI/hihii, Scotlanii. 

« Gimlieeei; wall of Sevei'ua, ^ Tytied, perished. 

* Logrk isad, England. * Woiate'l, dwelt. 

XXXV. Z. — Eallnad.] "The Welland rises in EuUandshire, 
and, passing by Stnmfoi'd, mns into Lincolnehire, and eiiipciea it- 
self into the aea near the sontheast part of the county, which is 
called jffijKonJ." — CiiuncH. 
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High Swale, ntiquiet Nide, and troublous Skell ; 
All whom a Scythian kiog, that Humber hight. 
Slew cruelly, and in the river drowned quight. 

38 But past not long, ere Brutus warlicke sonne 
Locrinus them aveng'd, and the same date ^ 
Which the proud Humber unto them had donne, 
By equall dome^ repayd on his owne pate : 
For in tlie selfe same river, where he late 
Had drenched* them, he drowned him againe; 
And nam'd the river of his wrelehed fate ; 
Whose bad condition* yet it dolh retaine, 

Oft tossed with his storraes which therein still n 



33 These after came the stony shallow Lone, 
That \o old Loncaster his name doth lend : 
And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call divine, that doili by Chester tend ; 
And Conway, which out of his streame doth send 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall ; 
And Lindus, that his pikes doth most commend, 
Of which the auncient Lineolne men doe call: 

All these together marched toward Pi-oteus hall. 

40 Ne thence the Irlshe rivers absent were : 
Sith no lesse famous then the rest they bee, 
And iojne in neighbourhood of kingdome nere, 
Why should they not likewise in love agree, 
And ioy likewise this solemne day to see ? 
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They saw it all, and preaeut were in pkte ; 
Though I them all, accoiiiing^ their degree, 
Cauiiot recount, nor tell their hidden race. 
Nor read the salvage cun treis thorough which they pace. 

41 Thei'e was the Liffj, rolling downe the lea; 

The sandy Slane, the stony Aubrian ; 

The spacious Shenan, spreading like a sea ; 

The pleasant Boyne; the fishy fruitfull Ban; 

Swift Awniduff, which of the English man 

Is cai'de Bhusk e- water ; and the Liliar deep; 

Sad Trowis, that once his people over-ran ; 

Strong Alio, tomhling from Slewlogher steep ; 
And Mnlla mine, whose waves I whilom, taught to 

fi And there the tlii'ce renowmed brethren weve, 
Which that great gj'ant Blomius begot 
Of the faire nimph Rheijsa wandring there : 
One day, as she to shunne the season whot 
Under Slewhloome in sJiady grove was got, 
This gyant found her and by force deflowr'd ; 
Whereof conceiving, she in time forth brought 
These three faire sons, which, being thenceforth 
powrd. 

In tliree great rivei's ran, and many countreis scomrd. 



XLL 8. ~ Sli-ang Aih.] " Sometimes Spenser eoni 
Blaokwater with ttia Alio, which last river does not 
Slieve4c^er moantiunE." Smitli, Hist, of Corit, H. i 
Mnlla is the Awbeg. C. 
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d3 The first the gentle Shure, that, making way 
By sweet Clonmell, adonies rich AVatei-foi'd ; 
The next, tlie stubboroe Newre, whose waters gi'ay 
By faire Kilkenny and Eossepont^ boord^; 
The third, the goodly Barow, which doth hoord 
Great heapes of salmons in his deepe bos5rae : 
All which, long sundred, doe at last' accord 
To ioyne in one, ere to the sea they come ; 

So, flowing all from one, all one at last become. 

44 There also was the wide emtayed Mayre ; 

The pleasaunt Bandon, crownd with many a wood ; 

The spreading Lee, that, like an island fayre, 

Encloseth Corke with his devided flood; 

And baleful! Oure, late staind with English blood ; 

With many more whose names no tongue can tell. 

All which that day in order seemly good 

Did on the Thamis attend, and waited well 
To doe their duefuU service, as to them befell 

4o Then came the Bride, the lovely Medaa came, 
Clad in a vesture of uoknowen geare^ 
And uncouth^ fashion, yet her well became. 
That seem'd like silver, sprinckied hei'e and theare 
With glittering spangs^ that did like starres aj 



^ Boord^ form ]i boundary (?j. Tha sensa spwi 13 
itwithsJuiAwue. 

2 Genre, ntjle. ^ Spangi, 5 

s UacoaA, eti'iinge. 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK rv. CANTO XI. 219 

And wav'd upon, like water cliamelot,' 
To hide llie mctall, wliich yet every ivliere 
Eewrayd itselfe, to let men plainely wot 
[t was no mortall worke, that seem'd and yet was 



4S Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 
Unto her waste, with flowres bescatiered, 
The which ambrosiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her shoulders spred 
As a new spring; and likewise on her Led 
A chapelet of sundry flowers she wore. 
From under whieh the deawy humour shed 
Did triole downe her haire, like to the hore 

Congealed litle drops wkieh doe the mome adore.' 

IT On her two pretty handmaides did attend, 
One eald the Theise, the other cald the Crane ; 
Whieh on her w^ted things amisse to mend. 
And both behind upheld her spredding traine ; 
Under the whieh her feet appeai'ed plaine. 
Her silver feel, faire washt against this day ; 
And her before tJiere paced pages twiune, 
Both clad in colours like and like array. 

The Doune and eke the Frith, both which prepard 
her way. 

43 And after tiese the Sea-nympha mai'ched all, 
A!! goodly damzels, deckt with long greene haire. 
Whom of their aire Nereides men call, 
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All which the Oceans daugliter to him bare, 
The gray-eyde Don's ; all which fifty are ; 
All which she there on her attending had ; 
Swift Proto; milde Eucrate ; Thetis faire; 
Soft Spio ; Eweete Eudore ; Sao sad ; 
Light Doto ; wanton Glaucfe ; and Galcne gliid ; 

49 Wliite-hand Eunica ; proud Dynamene ; 

loyous Thalia; goodly Amphitrite ; 

Lovely Pasitliee ; kinde Eulimene ; 

LigliUfoote Cymothoe ; and sweete Melite j 

Fairest Pherusa ; Phao lilly white ; 

Wondred Agav6 ; Poris ; and Nesjea ; 

With Erato, that doth in love delite, 

And Panopffi, and wise Protomed^a, 
And anowy-neckd Doris, and milke-white Galatha;a; 

so Speedy Hippothoe, and chaste Acfea ; 

Large Lisianassa, and Pronaa sage ; 

Evagor^, and light Pontoporea; 

And she that with her least word can asswage 

The surging seas when they do sorest rage, 

Cymodoce ; and stout Autonoe ; 

And Neso; and Eione well in age ; 

And seeming still to smile, Glauconome; 
And she that hight of many heastes ^ Polynome ; 

£1 Fresh Alimeda, deckt with girlond greene ; 
Hypnneo, with aalt-bedewed wrests ; 
Laomedia, like the cliristall sheene ; 
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Liagorfi, much pi-aisd for wise behests, 
And Psamathe, for lier brode snowy brests ; 
Cymo ; Eupompfi ; and Themistfe iust ; 
And she that vertue loves and vice detests, 
Evarna ; and Menippe true in trust ; 
And Nemertea, learned well to rule her liist.^ 

s-2 All these the daughters of old Nereus were, 
Which have the sea in charge to them assinde, 
To rule hia tides, and surges to oprere. 
To bring forth stormes, or fast them to upbinde, 
And sailers save from wreckes of wrathfull winde. 
And yet besides, three thousand more there were 
Ofth' Oceans seode, but* loves and Phrebuskinde; 
The which in floods and fountaines doe appere, 

And ail manitinde do nourish witli their waters clere. 

S3 The which, more eatb it were for mortall wight 
To tell the saiids, or count the starrea on hye, 
Or ought more hard, tlien thinke to reckon right. 
But well I wote that these, which I descry. 
Were present at this great solemnity : 
And there, amongst the rest, the mother was 

vOf luckeleas Marinell, Cymodoce; 
Which, for my Muse herselfe now tyred has, 

Unto an other canto I will overpas. 

1 L^sl, indlimti™. 
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Marin, for love of Florimoll, 
In languor wastes his life: 

The Nymph, his mother, getteth Ik 
And gives to him for wife. 



1 0, WHAT an endlesse worke have I in hanJ, 
To count the seas abundant progeny, 

_Wlioae fruitfnll seede faire passeth tliose in land, 
And also those which wonne' in th' azure sky! 
For much more eath to tell the sfarrea on hy, 
Albe tbey endlesse seeme in estimation, 
Then to recount the seas posterity : 
So fertile be the flouds in generation, 
So huge their numbers, and so numberlesse their 
nation. 

2 Therefore tlie antique wisards well invented 
That Venus of the foray sea was bred ; 

For that the seas by her are moat augmented. 
Witnesse th' exceeding fry which there are fed, 
And wondrous sholes which may of none be red.^ 
Then blame me not if I have err'd in count 
Of gods, of nymphs, of rivers, yet unred : 

1 TToims, dwell. '^ Sid, told. 
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For tliougli their numlicrs do much more sui 
mount, 
Yet all tliose same were there which erst I did re 

3 All those were there, and many othei- more, 
Whose names and nations were too long to tell, 
That Proteus house they fild even to the dore ; 
Yet were tliey all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees disposed welL 
Amongst the rest was faire Cymodoc^, 

The mother of unlucky Marinell, 
Who thither with her came, to leame and see 
The manner of the gods when they at banquet be. 

4 But for he was halfe mortall, being bred 
Ofmortall sire, though of immortall woml>e,. 
He might not with immorlall food be fed, 
Ne with ih' etemall gods to baneket come ; 
But walkt abrode, and round about did rome 
To view the building of that uncouth place, 
That seem'd unlike unto his earthly home ; 
Where, as he to and fro by chaance did trace. 

There unto him betid a dJsaventrous case.^ 

i Under the hanging of an hideous clicffe 
He heard the lamentable voice of one 
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That pileously complaind her carefull' grieife. 
Which never she before dkclosd to none, 
But to herselfe her sorrow did bemone : 
So feelingly her case she did eomplaine, 
That ruth it moved in the rocky stone. 
And made it seerae to feele her grievous paine, 
4iid oft to grone with billowes beating from tiie 



e "Though vaine I see my sorrowes to unfold 
And count my cares, when none is nigh to lieare ; 
Yet, hoping griefe may lessen, being told, 
I will them tell though unto no man neare : 
Per Heaven, that unto all lends equall eare. 
Is faiTe from hearing of my heavy plight ; 
And lowest hell, to which I lie most neare, 
Cares not what evils hap to wrelehed wight ; 
And greedy seas doe in the spoile of life delight. 

1 " Yet loe ! the seas I see by ofsen beating 
Doe peafce the roirkes ; and hardest marble 

weares ; 
But his hard rocky hart for no entreating 
Will yeeld, but, when my piteous plaints beheares. 
Is hardned more with ray aboundant teares; 
Yet though he never list to me relent, 
But let me waste in woe my wretched yeares. 
Yet will I never of my love repent. 
But ioy that for his sake I suffer prisonment. 

1 CarefuU, sovrawful. 
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8 " And when my weary ghost, with griefe out- 

By timely death shall winne lier wished rest, 
Let then this plaint «nto his earea be borne. 
That blame it is, to him that armes profest, 
To let her die whom he might have redrest ! " 
Thei'e did she pause, inforced to give place 
Unto the passion that her heart opprest; 
And after she had wept and wail'd a spa<^e, 
She gan afresh thus to renew her wretched casp : — 

9 " Te gods of seas, if any gods at all 
Have care of right or ruth of wretches wrong. 
By one or other way me, woefull thrall, 
Deliver hence out of this dungeon strong, 
In which I daily dying am too louf : 
And if ye deerae^ me death for loving one 
That loves not me, then doe it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my ddes attone,* 
And let him live unlov'd, or love himselfe alone. 

10 " But if that life ye unto me decree. 
Then let mee live as lovers ought to do, 
And of my lifes deare Love beloved be: 
And if he shall through pride your doome undo, 
Do jou by duresse him compell thereto. 
And in this prison put liim here with me ; 
One prison fittest is to hold us two : 
So had I rather to be thrall tlien free ; 

Such thraldorao, or such free dome, let it surely he. 



ne., adjudge. 
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11 " But vaine iudgement, and conditions vaine, 
The whicli the prisoner points ^ unto tlie freo ! 
Tho whiles I him condemne, and deeme his paine, 
He where he list goes loose, and laughes at me : 
So ever loose, so ever happy he ! 

But whereso loose or happy that thoa art, 
Know, Marinell, that all this is for thee ! " 
With that she wept and wail'd, as if her hart 
Would quite have burst through great abundance of 
her smart. 

12 All which complaint when Marinell had beard, 
And understood the cause of all her care ^ 

To come of him for using her so hard, 

His stubborae heart, that never felt misfare,' 

"Was toucht with soft remorse and pitty rare ; 

Tiiat even for griefe of minde he oft did grone. 

And inlj wish that in his powre it wcare 

Her to redresse: but since he mcanes found 

He co\dd no more but her great misery beraone. 

13 Tiius whilst his stony heart with tender ruth 
Was toucht, and mighty courage* mollifide, 
Daine Venus sonne, that tameth stubborne youth 
With iiyin bit, and maketh liini abide 

Till like a victor on his backe he ride. 
Into his mouth his maystring bridle (brew. 
That made hira stoupe, till he did him bestride : 
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Then gan lie make him tread his steps anew, 
And leame to love by learning lovers paines to rew.' 

14 Now gan he in his grieved mincle devise, 
How from that dungeon he might her enlarge : 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble wise 
To Proteus selfe to sue for her discharge : 
But then he fear'd his mothers former charge 
Gainst womens love, long given him in vaine : 
Then gan he thinke perforce with sword and farge 
Her forth to fetch, and Proteus to constraine : 

But soone he gan sucli folly to forthlnke ^ againe. 

19 Then did he cast to steaie her thence away, 
And with him beare where none of her might know. 
But all in vmne: for why? he found no way 
To enter in, or issue forth below ; 
For alt about that roeke the sea did flow. 
And though unto his will she ^ven were, 
Tel, without ship or bote her thence to row, 
He wist not how her thence away to bere ; 

And daunger well he wist long to continue there. 

ifl At last, whenas no meanes he could invent, 
Backe to hiraselfe he gan returns the blame, 
Tliiit was the author of her punishment ; 
And with vile curses and reprochi'uU shame 
To damne himselfe by every evill name, 
And deeme unworthy or of love or life. 
That had despisde so chast and faire a dame, 

1 Rm'., pily. ^ Fm-lKiiike, think better of, repent. 
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Which him had sought thi'ough trouble and long 
Yet had refusde a god that her had sought to wife. 

17 In this sad plight he walked here and there, 
And romed round about the rocke m vaine. 
As he had lost himselfe he wist not where ; 
Oft listening if lie mote her heare againe, 
And stilt bemoning her uriwovthy* paine: 
Like as an hynde whose calfe is fatne unwares 
Into some pit, where she him heares complaine, 
An hundred times about t!ie pit side fares, 

Right sorrowfully mourning her bereaved cares.* 

IS And now by this the feast was throughly ended, 
And every one gan homeward to resoi't; 
Which seeiTig, Marinell was sore offended 
That his departure thence should be so short,* 
And leave ins love in that sea-walied fort : 
Tet durst he not his mother disobay ; 
But, her attending in full seemly sort, 
Did mai'ch amongst the many * all the way ; 

And all the way did inly mourne, like one astray. 

i» Being returned to his mothers bowre, 
In solitary silence far from wight 
He iran record^ the lamentable stowre' 
In which Jiis wretched Love lay day and night, 

1 Uiiworlhy, uiideaei-ved. * Many, compsny. 

2 I. B. oliJBCt of liar cares. ' Recoi-d, rocall. 
» Start, quick. * Stoiore, distress. 



^hyGooglc 



For his deare sake, that ill deserv'd that phght. 
The thought whereof empierst his hart so deepe, 
That of no worldly thing he tooke delight ; 
Na dajly food did take, ne niglitly sleepe, 
But pyn'd, and moum'd, and languislit, and alone did 
weepe j 

20 That ia short space his wonted ehearefoll hew 
Gan fade, and lively spirits deaded ^ quight ; 
His oheeke-bones raw, and eie-pita hollow grew, 
And brawney armes had lost their knowen might, 
That nothing like himselfe he seem'd in sight. 
Ere long so wcake of limbe, and sicke of love 
He woxe, that ienger he note stand upright^ 
But W liis bed was brought, and layd above, 

Like niefull ghost, unable once to slirre or move. 

31 Which when his mother saw, she in her mind 
Was troubled sore, ne wist well what to weene; 
Ne could by search nor any meanes out find 
The secret cause and nature of his teene,^ 
Whereby sho migiit apply some medicine ; 
But weeping day and night did hini attend. 
And mourn'd to see her losse before her eyne. 
Which griev'd her more that she it could not mend : 

To see an helpclesse evill double griefe doth lend. 

93 Nought, could she read the roote of his disease, 
Ne weene what mister' maladie it is. 
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Whereby to seeke some meanes it to appease. 
Most did she thinhe, but most she thought amis, 
That that same former fafall wound of his 
"Whyleare by Tryphon was not throughly healed. 
But closely rankled under th' orifis : 
Least did she thinke, that which he most con- 
cealed. 
That loTe it was, which in his hart lay tmrevealec!, 

53 Therefore to Tryphon she again e doth hast, 
And him doth chyde as false and fraudulent. 
That fayld^ the trust, which she in him had plast, 
To cure her sonne, as he his fititb had lent ^ ; 
"Who DOW was falae into new languishment 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So ba<;ke he came unlo her patient; 
Where seai-ching eyery part, her well assured 

That it was no old sore which his new paine procureiJ ; 

24 But that it was some other maladie, 

Or grlefe unknowne, which he could not disccme : 

So left he her withouten remedie. 

Then gan her heart to faint, and quake, and earne,' 

And inly troubled was, the li-uth to learne. 

Unto himselfe she came, and him besought. 

Now with f^re speches, now with threaijiings 
steme. 

If ought lay hidden in his grieved thought, 
It to reveale : who still her answered, there was 
nought. 
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Hi Natbles^e she rested not so aatisfide; 
But leaving watry gods, as booting nought, 
Unto the shinie heaven in haste she hide, 
And thence Apolio, king of leaches, brought, 
Apollo came ; who, soone as he had sought 
Through his disease, did by and by '■ out find 
That he did languish of some inward thought. 
The which afflicted his engrieved mind ; 

Which love he red to be, that leads each living kind. 

as Which when he liad unto his mother told, 
She gan thereat to fret and greatly grieve; 
And, comming to her sonne, gan first fo scold 
And chyde at him that made her misbelieve : 
But afterwards she gan him soft to shrieve,^ 
And wooe with faire intreatie, to disclose 
Which ofthenymphes his heartso sore did mieve'j 
For sure she weend it was some one of those, 

Which he had lately seene, that for his Love he chose. 

37 Now lesse she feared that same falaU read,' 
That warned him of womens love beware : 
Which being ment of mortall creatures sead, 
For love of nymphes she thought she need not care. 
But promist him, whatever wight she weare, 
That she her love to him would shortly gaine : 
So he her told: but soone as she did Leare 
That Florimell it was which wrought his paine. 

She gan afresh to chafe, and grieve in every vaine. 
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BS Tet since she saw the streight extremitie, 
In which bis life unluckily was layd, 
It was no time to scan the prophecie. 
Whether old Proteus true or false had sajil. 
That his decay should happen by a Majd; 
(It's Uite, in death, of daunger to advize ^ ; 
Or love forbid liim, that is life denayd'';) 
But rather gan in troubled mind devize 

How she that ladies libertie might enterprize.' 

S8 To Proteus selfe to sew she thought it vaine. 
Who was the root and worker of her woe ; 
Nor unto any meaner to compline ; 
But unto great King Neptune selfe did goe, 
And, on her knee before him falling lowe, 
Made humble suit unto his Males tie 
To graunt to her her aonnes life, which his foe, 
A cruell tyrant, had presumpteouslie 

By wicked doome condemn'd a wretched death to die. 

30 To whom God Neptune, softly smyling, thus : 
" Daughter, me seemes of double wrong ye plaine, 
Gainst one tliat hath both wronged you and us : 
For death t' adward I ween'd did appertaine 
To none but to the seaa sole soveraine ; 
Eead, therefore, who it is which this hath wrought, 
And for what cause ; the truth discover plaine : 
For never wight so evill did or thought, 

But would some rightful! cause pretend, though 
rightly nought." 

1 Adinse, consitler. s Snterprise, niiilertake, fldiieve. 
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31 To whom she answerd : " Then it is hy name 
Proteu3, that hath ordayn'd my sonne to die ; 
For that a waift,' the which by fortune came 
Upon your seas, he claym'd as propeitie : 
And yet nor his, nor liJa in equitie, 
But yours the waift by high prerogative : 
Therefore I humbly crave your Maiestie 
It to replevie,^ and my aonne reprive': 

So shall you by one gift save all us three alive." 

sa He graunted it : and streight his warrant made, 
Under the Sea-gods seale auteaticall, 
Commaunding Proteus straight t' enlarge the mayd 
Which, wandring on his seas imperiall, 
He lately looke, and sithence kept as thrall. 
Which she receiving with moete thank efulnesse, 
Departed straight to Proteus therewithall : 
Who, reading ii; with mward loath fulnesse, 

Was grieved to restore the pledge he did posaesse. 

33 Yet durst he not the warrant to wilhsfand, 
But unto her delivered Florimell : 
Whom she receiving by the lilly hand, 
Admyr'd her beautie much, — as she mote well, 
For she all living creatures did excell, — 
And was right ioyous that she gotten had 
So faire a wife for her sonne Marinell. 
So home with her she streight the virgin lad, 

And shewed ber to him, then being sore bestad.* 
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34 Who soone as he beheld that angels face 
Adorn 'd with all divine perfection, 

His cheared heart eftsoones away gan chace 
Sad death, revived with her sweet inspection, 
And feeble spirit inly felt refection ; 
As withered weed through cruell winters tine,' 
That feeles the warmth of sunny beamea reflection, 
Liftes up his head that did before decline, 
And gins to spread his leafe before the faire sunshine- 

35 Right so iiimselfe did Marin ell uprearc, 
When he in place his dearest Love did spy ; 
And though his limbs could not his bodie beare, 
Ne former strength retume so suddenly, 

Yet chearefuU signes he shewed outwardly. 
Ne lesse was she in secret hart affected, 
But that she masked it with modestie. 
For feare she should of lightnease be detected ; 
Which to another place 1 leave to be perfected. 
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THE FAERIE QUEENE, 



1 So oft 33 I with state of present time 
The image of the antique world compare, 
Wlien as mans age was in his freshest prime, 
And the first blosaonie of faire vertue bare ; 
Such oddes I finde twixt those, and these which ar< 
As that, through long continuance of his course, 
Me seemes the world is ronoe quite out of squart 
From the first point of his appointed sourse ; 
And, being once amisse, growes daily wourse ani 



3 For from the golden age, that fii-st was named. 
It 's now at earst' become a stonio one ; 
And men themselves, the which at iirst were 

framed 
Of earthly mould, and form'd of flesh and hone, 

1 1, e. at lenslh. 
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Are now transformed into hardest slone ; 
Such aa behind their backs (so bacliward bred) 
Were tUrowne by Pyrrha and Deucalione : 
And if tlien those may any worse be red, 
They into that ere long will be dcgendered. 

s Let none then blame me, if, in discipline 
Of vertue and of civill uses lore, 
I doc not forme them to the common line 
Of present dayea, which are corrupted sore, 
But to the antique use^ which was of yore. 
When good was oiiely for itselfe desyred. 
And all men sought their owne, and none no more ; 
When lustice was not for most meed out-hyred, 
But simple Truth did rayne, aJid was of all admyred. 

4 For that which all men then did vertue call, 
Is now cald vice ; and that which vice was hight, 

' Iscow hight Yertue, and so us'd of all: 

Eight now is wrong, and wrong that was is right; 
As all things else in time are chaunged quight : 
Ne wonder ; for the heavens revolution 
Is wandred farre from where it first was pigiit,^ 
And so doe make contrarie constitution 

Of all this lower world toward his dissolution, 

(• For whoso list into the heavens looke, 
And search the courses of the rowling sphcares. 
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Shall find that from the point wkcre they first tooke 
Their setting forth, in these few thousand yeai'cs 
They all are wandred much ; tliat plaine appeares 
For that same golden fleecy Kam, which bore - 
Phrixus and Helle fi-om their stepdames feai'es, 
Hath now forgot where he was plast of yore, 
And shouldred hatli the Bull whicli fayre Europa 
bore: 

fi And eke the Bull hath with his bow-hent home 
So hardly butted those two Twinnes of love, 
That they have cmsht tJie Crab, and quite him 

borne 
Into (lie great Nemcean Lions grove. 
So now all I'ange, and doe at randon rove 
Out of their proper places farre away, 
Ajid all this world with them araisse doe move, 
And all his creatures from their course astray; 
Till they arrive at their last ruinous decay. 

7 Ne is that same great glorious lampe of light, 
Tliat dolh enlumine all these lesser fyres. 
In better case, ae keepes his coui-se more right. 
But is miscaried with the other spheres ; 
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For since the terrae of fourtLene hundred yeres, 
That learned Ptolomiee his hight did take, 
He is decIyneJ fiura that marke of theirs 
Nigli thlrtie minutts to the southerne lake; 
That makes me feiie iii time he will us quite forsake. 

a And if to those ^Egyptian wisards old 
(Which iQ star-read ^ were wont have hest insight) 
Faith may be given, it is by them told 
That since the time they first tooke the sunaes 

hight, 
Foure times his place he shifted hath in sight, 
And twice hath risen where he now doth west, 
And wested twice where be ought rise aright. 
But most is Mars amisse of all the rest; 

And next to him old Satume, that was wont be best. 

9 For during Saturnes ancient raigne it's sayd 
Tliat all the world with goodnesse did abound; 
All loved vertue, no man was affrayd 

J Star-read, knowledge of the slars. 



VU. 8. — Nigh Itdi-lie m^iiles, &0.] Tbis refare to tlie dimiiiu 
tion of the obliquity of the ecliptic, by which the sun recedes 
from the pola, and HpproncheB the eqnator. The qnanlity of Ihia 
ditainutlon, however, is Inoorreotly statfid, and it is probable that 
"thirtie" is a misprint for llurteett, which was veiy nearly the 

VIII. 6. — foareiiinea, &cj Herodotus states that the priests 
of Egypt informed him time the sun had, during the space of 
eleven thousand three hundred and forty yeara, four tiroes altered 
his regular course, having been twice observed to rise where he 
now setE, and to go down twice where he now rises. H. 
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Of force, ae fraud In wight was to lie found ; 

No warre waa knowne, no dreadful! trompets 

sound ; 
Peace universall rayn'd mongst men and beasts ; 
And all tilings freely grew out of the ground ; 
lustice sate high ador'd with fiolemne feasts, 
And (fl all people did divide her dred beheasts t 

IS Most sacred Vertue she of all the rest, 
Besembling God in his imperiall might ; 
Whose sover^ne powre is herein most esprest, 
That both to good and bad he dealetli right. 
And all his workes with iusiice hath bedight.^ 
That powre he also doth to princes lend, 
And makes them like himselfe in glorious sight 
To sit in his owne seate, his cause to end, 

And rule bis people right, as he doth reeommend. 

11 Dread soverayne Goddesse, that doest highest sit 
In seate of iudgeinent iu th' Almighties stead, 
And with magniflcke might and wondrous wit 
Doest to thy people righteous doome aread. 
That furthest nations fiUes with awfuU dread, 
Pardon the boldnesse of thy basest thrall. 
That dare discourse of so divine a read,^ 
As thy great iustice praysed over all ; 

The instrument whereof, loe here thy Artegall. 

' Sidiffld, arranged, ordered- ^ Read, subject. 
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Artegall tcayii'd in Inatice lore 
Iranaas quest pnraewed; 

He doelh avenge on SaiiRlier 
His Ladies bloud embrewetl. 



1 Though vertue then were held in highest pricsi 
In those old times of which I doe intreat,' 
Yet then likewise the wicked seede of vice 
Began to spring ; which shortly grew full great, 
And with their boughes the gentle plants did beat; 
But evermore some of the vertnoua race 
Eose up, inspired with heroicke heat, 
That cropt the branches of the sient' base, 
And with strong hand their IruitfuU rancknes did de- 

a Sueh fii-Pt was Bacchus, that with furious might 
Al! th' east, before untam'd, did over-ronne. 
And wrong repressed, and establisbt right 
Which liiwlesse men had formerly fordonne : 
There lustioe first her princely rule begonne. 
Next Hercules his like ensample shewed. 
Who all the west with equall conquest wonne, 
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And monstrous tyrants with Lis club subdewedj 
The duh of luatice dread, with kingly powre en- 
dowed. 

3 And such was he of whom I have to tell, 
The Champion of true lustiee, Artegall : 
"Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 
An hard adventure which did them befall 
Inlo redoubted perill forth did call ; 
That was, to succour a distressed dame 
Whom a strong tyrant did uniustiy thrall, 
And from the heritage which she did dame 
Did with strong hand witliliold; Grantorto' was his 



■ 4 Wliei-efore the lady, which Irena hight. 
Did to the Faery Queene her way addresse. 
To whom complayning her afBicted plight, 
She her besought of gratious redresse : 
Th^ soverajne queene, that mightie emperesae. 
Whose glorie is to aide all suppliants pore. 
And of weake princes to be patronesse, 
Chose Artegall to right her to restore ; 

For that to her he seem'd best skild in righteous 
lore. 
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i For Artegall in lustice was upbrought 
Even from the cradle of his infancie, 
And all the depth of rightfull doorae was taught 
By faire Astr^a, with great Industrie, 
Whilest here on earth she lived mortaUie ; 
For, till the world from his perfection fell, 
Into all fillh and foule iniquilie, 
Astnea here inongst earthly men did dwell. 
And in the rules of iustice theni instructed well, 

ft "Whiles through the world she walked in this sort. 
Upon a day she found this gentle ehiide 
Amongst his peres playing his childish sport ; 
Whom seeing fit, and with no crime defllde, 
She did allure with gifts and speaches milde 
To wend with her: so thence him farre she 

brought 
Into a cave from companie exiide, 
In which she nonrsled him, tiU yearea he raught, 
And all the discipline of iustice there him taught 

1 There she him taught to weigh both right and 

In eqiiail ballanoe with due recompence, 
And equitie to measure out along 
According to the line of conscience, 
"Whenso it needs with rigour to dispence : 
Of all (he which, for want there of raanUuid, 
She caused him to make experience 

VI. I.— In/on cn'ce, &c.] The allegory means tlmt medila- 
tion and pliilosopliy are requisite for a lawgiver. IIvro!i. 
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Upon wyld beasts which she in woods did find 
With wrongfull |)owre oppressing otliers of their kind. 

s Thus she him trayned, and thus she him taught 
In all the skill of deeming wrong and right, 
Untill the ripenesse of mans yeares he raught ; 
Tliat even wilde beasts did feare his awfull sight, 
And men admjr'd his over-ruling might ; 
Ne any liv'd on ground that durst withstand 
His dreadful! heast,^ much lesse him match in fight. 
Or bide the horror of his wreakfull " hand, 

WLenso he list in wrath lift up his steely brand : 

9 Which steely brand, to make him dreaded more, 
She gave onto him, gotten by her slight 
And earnest search, where it was kept in store . 
In loves eternall house, unwist of wight. 
Since be himselfe it us'd in tliat great fight 
Against the Titans, that whyloine rebelled 
Gainst highest heaven ; Chrysaor " it was hight; 
Chrysaor, that all other swords excelled, 
Well prov'd in that same day when love those gyants 
quelled : 

'lo For of most perfect raefaJl it was made, 
Tempred with adamant amongst the same, 
And garnisht all with gold upon the blade 
In goodly wise, whereof it tooke his name, 
And was of no lesse vertue then of fame : 
For there no substance was so firme and liard, 

J Fleast, heat, injunction. = 1. e. Golden Sword. 

2 Wreak/^, aveas\us- 
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But it would pierce or cleave wliereso it came ; 
Ne any aiinour could his dint out-ward; 
But wheresoever it did light, it throughly shard.' 

11 Now when the world with sinne gan to abound, 
Astriea loathing lenger here to space ^ 
Mongst wicl;ed men, in whom no truth she found, 
Eetum'd to heaven, whence she deriv'd her race ; 
"Where she. hath now aa everlasting place 
Mongst those twelvesignes which nightly we doe see 
The heavens bright-shining Imudricke to enchace ; 
And is the Virgin, sixt in her degree, 

And next hersclfe her riglileous ballauce^ hanging 
bee. 

13 But when she parted hence she left her groome,' 
An yron man," which did on her attend 
Alwayes, to execute her stedfast doome, 
And willed him with Artegall to wend, 
.And doe whatever thing he did intend: 
His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 
Immoveable, resistlesse, without end ; 
"Who in his hand an yron flale did hould, 

"With which he thresht qijt falshood and did tinth un- 
fould. "" 

1 SiiMv^, sheared, cnt. * Graame, Bervant. 

a SpiKe, walk. s I. c. Power. 

* Plunil, as often in Speiiser. 

XI. 8. — Sixt in iir degree.] From the ftrarteenth ccntnry to 
Uie mldille of the eigtiteeiith, the yenr begjvn on the 35th of 
Muroh; hence Augn^t, in ivhich Ihe sun enters the constellation 
Vii^, Wii3 the sisth mnnth. 



.^hyCOOglC 



BOOK V. CAKTO J. 245 

13 He now went with him ia lliis new inquest, 
Ilim for to aide, if aide he chaunst to neede, 
Agiunst that cruell tyrant, which opprest 
The faire Irena with Ills foule misdeede, 

And kept the crowne in which she should succeed : 
And now together on their way they bin, 
Whenas they saw a Squire in squallid weed 
Lamenting sore his soi-oivfuU sad tytic ^ 
With many bitter teares shed from his blubbred eyne. 

14 To whom as they approched, they espide 
A sorie sight as efer seene with eye, 
An headlesse Mie lying him beside, 

In her owne blood all wailow'd wofuliy. 
That her gay clothes did in discolour^ die. 
Much was he moved at that ruefull sight; 
And, fiaia'd with zeale of vengeance inwardly, 
He askt who had that dame so fouly dight,' 
Or whether his owne hand, or whether other wight ? 

15 " Ahl woe is me, and well away," quoth hee. 
Bursting forth teares like springs out of a banke, ., 
" Tiiat ever I this dismail day did see ! 

Full farre was I from thinking such a pranke * ; 
Yet lille losse it were, suid mickle thanfce. 
If I should graunt that I have doen the same, 
That I mote drinke the cup whereof she dranke, — 
But that I should die guiltie of the blame, 
The which another did, who now ia fled with shame," 

1 Tyae, wrong, misfortune. a Dlj/hl, treated. 

s Disallow, psTty-oolor. 

* Pivnifo, misobievouB oi' malicious act. 
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IB ""Who was it then," say d Artegal!, " tlsat wrought ? 
And why ? doe it dedai'e unto me trow." 
" A knight," said he, " if knight he may be thought, 
That did his hand in ladies bloud emhrew, 
And for no cause, but as 1 shall you shew. 
This day as I in solace sate hereby 
With a fayre Love whose losse I now do reiv, 
There came this knight, having in com panic 

This lucklesse ladie whith now here doth lieadlesse 
lie. 

n " He, whether mine seem'd fayrer in his ej'e, 
Or that he wesed weary of his owne, 
Would change with roe ; but I did it denye. 
So did the ladies both, as may be knowne : 
But he, whose spirit was with pride upblowne, 
Would not so rest contented with his right; 
But, having from his courser her downe throwne. 
Fro me reft mine away by lawlesse might, 

And on his steed her set to beare her out of sight. 

38 " Which when his ladie saw, she follow'd fast, 
And, on him catching hold, gan loud to crie 
Not so to leave her nor away lo cast. 
But rather of his hand besought to die: 
With that his sword he drew all wrathfolly. 
And at one stroke cropt off her head with sconie. 
In that same place whereas it now doth lie. 
So he my Love away with him hath borne. 

And left me here, both his and mine owne Love to 
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IS " Aread," aayd lie ; " wliict way then did he make ? 
And by what markes may he be Inowne i^ine ? " 
" To hope," quoth he, '■ him soone to overtake. 
That hence so long departed, is but vaine : 
But yet he pricked over yonder plajne. 
And, aa I majked, bore upon his shield, 
By which it's easie him to know againe, 
A broken sword within a bloodie field ; 

Expressing well his nature which the sstme did wield." 

30 No sooner aayd, but streight he after sent 
His yi-on page, who him pursew'd so light, 
. As that it seem'd above the ground he went ; 
For he was swift as swallow in her flight, 
And strong as fyon in his lordly might. 
It was not long before he overtooke 
Sir Sanglier, (so cleeped was that knight,) 
Whom at the first he ghesaed by his looke, 

And by the other markes which of his shield he tooke. 

Si He bad him stay and backe with him retire; 
Who, full of scorne to be commaunded so, 
The Lady to alight did eft^ require, 
Whilest he reformed that uncivill fo ; 
And streight at him with all his force did go: 
Who mov'd no more therewith, then when a rocke 
Is lightly striclten with some stones throw ; 

1 Efl, at once. 



XX. 7. ~ Sir Saaglkr.] Sir Sanglier (the Wild Boar] 
parontly meaut for tJio cruel and profligata Shan O'Neal. 
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But to him leaping lent him such a knoclie, 
That on tlie ground he lajd him like a sencelosse 
blocke. 

■2i But, ere lie could himselfe recure^ agalne, 
Him in his iron paw he seized had ; 
That when he wak't out of his warelesse^ p^ne, 
He found himselfe, unwist,* so ill bestad, 
That lim he could not wi^' : thence he him lad. 
Bound like a beast appointed lo the stall : 
The sight whei-eof the Lady sore adrad,^ 
And fain'd to fly for feare of being thrall ; 

But he her quickly stayd, and forst to wend witlialL 

21 When lo the place they came where Artegall 
By that same carefuU squire did then abide, 
He gently gau him to demaund of all 
That did betwixt him and that squire betide: 
"Who with Sterne countenance and indignant pride 
Did aunswere, that of all he guiltlesae stood, 
And his accuser thereuppon deiide ; 
For neither he did shed that ladies bloud, 

Nor tooke away his Love, but his owne proper good.* 

94 "Well did the Squire perceive htmsclfe too weake, 
To aunswere bis deliaunce in the field, 
And raflier chose his challenge off to breake 
Then to approve his right with speare and shield, 
And ratlier guilty chose himselfe to yield. 
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But Artegall by signes perceiving plaine 
That he it was not which that lady kild, 
But that strange knight, the fairer Love to gmne, 
Did cast about by sleight the truth thereout to straine j 

3s And sayd : " Now sure this doubtfull causes right 
Can liardly but by sacrament^ be tride. 
Or else by ordele, or by blooddy fight ; 
That ill perhaps mote fall to either side ; 
But if ye please that I your cause decide, 
Perhaps I may all further quarrell end, 
So ye will sweare my iudgement to abide." 
Thereto tliey both did franckly condiscend, 

And to his doome with listfull eares did both attecd. 

Id " Sith then," sayd he, " ye both the dead deny, 
And both the living lady clainie your right, 
Let both the dead and living equally 
Devided be betwixt you here in sight. 
And each of either take his share aright. 
But looke, who does dissent from this my read,' 
He for a twelve mooeths day shall id despight 
Beare for his penaunce that same ladies head ; 

To witnesse to the world that she by him is dead." 

■n "Well pleased with that doome was Sangliere, 
And offred streight the lady to be slaine : 
But that same Squire, to whom she was more dere, 

1 1, e. bj oath of pni^tion. = -B«t"f. deciaon. 

XXVII. I.— fVeU jiUasti mHi tluii doome.] A reiietition of 
tha jndfiment of Solomon. SaB 1 Kings iij. IG. 
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Whenaa he saw she should he cut in twaiiie, 
Did yield she rather should with him remaine 
Alive then to himselfe be shared dead; 
And rather then his Love should suffer paine. 
He chose with shame to beare that ladies head : 
True love despiaeth shame when life is cald in dread.* 

28 Whom when so willing Arlegall perceavcd, 

" Not so, thou Squii'e," he sayd, " but thine I deeoie 
The living lady, which from thee he reavud : 
For worthy tliou of her doest rightly seemc. 
And you, Sir Knight, that love so light esteeme, 
A3 that ye would for little leave the same, 

, Take here your owne that doth you best beseeme, 
And with it beare the burden of dufame ; 

Tour owne dead ladies head, to tell abrode your 
shame." 

M But Sangliere disdained much his doome, 
And sternly gan repine at his beheast ; 
Ne would for ought obay, as did become. 
To heare that ladies head before his breast: 
Until! that Talus had hia pride represt, 
And forced him, maulgrS,* it up to reare ; 
Who when he saw it bootelesse to resist, 
Ho toolie it up, and thence with him did beare. 

As rated spaniell takes his burden up for feare. 

30 Much did that Squire Sir Artegall adore 
For his great iiistico hold in high regard ; 
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And as his squire hlin offred evermore 
To serve, for want of other meete reward, 
And wend with him on his adventure hard: 
But he thereto would by no meaiies consent ; 
But, leaving him. forth on his iourney far'd : 
Ne wight wilh him, but onely Talus, went ; 
They two enough t' encounter an whole regiment. 
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ArtegaJl hearea of Floiiniell! 



I Nought is more lonorabk to a knight, 
Ne better dntli beseeme brave Chevalry, 
Then to defend the feeble in their right. 
And wrong redresse in such as wend awry : 
Whilome those great heroes got thereby 
Their greatest glory for their rightfnll deedes, 
And place deserved with the gods on hy; 
Herein the noblesse of this knight exceedes, 
Who now to pei'ila great for instice sake proceedes: 

a To which as he now was uppon the way, 
He chaunst to meet a Dwarfe in hasty course ; 
Whom he requir'd his forward hast to stay, 
Till he of tidings mote with him discourse. 
Loth was the Dwaife, yet did he stay perforsc, 
And gan of sundry newes his store to t«ll, 
As to his memory they had recourse^; 
But chiefely of the fiwrest Floriraell, 

How she was found againe, and spousde to Marinell. 

1 llml recf/urse, did recur. 
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» For tills was Dony, Flovimels owne dwarfe, 
Whom having lost (as ye have heard whyleare) 
And finding in the way the scattred scarfe, 
The fortune of her life long time did feare: 
But of her health when Artegall did beare, 
And safe retunie, he was full inly glad, 
And askt him where and when her bridal cheare 
Should be sol^niniz'd ; for, if time he had, 
He would be there, and honor to her spousall ad. 

4 " Within three dniea," quoth he, " as T do here, 

It wiU be at the Castle of the Strond ; 

What time, if naught me let, I will be there 

To doe her service so as I am bond. 

But in my way a little here beyond 
A cursed cruell Sarazin doth wonne,' 
That keepes a bridges passage by sti-ong bond. 
And many errant knights hath there fordonne ; 
That makes all men for feare that passage for to 
shonne." 

6 "What mister wight,^" quoth he, "and how far 

Is he, that doth to travellers such hai-raes ? " 



1- Wotaie, rtweil. 



3 Miller myM, kind of pi 



, ™,^'."~'P""' ''""'"S fo»(, fe.] That U, the Dwarf haymff 
ost FWimell. Wa lir^l hear of this dwarf in th« fifth caoto rf 
tUa tlurd booli. Artliur tiian makes a tow nerer to foreake him 
wiHl infonntttion sliall Imve been gBined of liia mlstrefis. Still the 
Ptlnce reappear, without him i„ the dghth canto of the fourth book, 
i would seem tlmt Ihe scsrf is substitnted for the famous gir- 
dle by a mere overeiglil. C. 



.^hyGooglc 



25i THE FAERIE QTjEENE. 

" He is," said he, " a man of great defence ; 
Expert ia battel! and in deedes of arraes ; 
And more emboldned by the wicked charmes, 
Witli wliich his daughter doth him still support; 
Having great lordships got and goodly farmes 
TKrougli strong oppression of his powre extort^ ; 
By which he Btil them holds, and keepes with strong 

fi " And dajly he his wrongs encreaseth more ; 
For never wight he lets to passe that way, 
Over Ilia bridge, albeo he rici or poore. 
But he him makes his passage-penny pay ; 
Else he doth hold him baoke or beat away. 
Thereto he hath a groome of evill guize, 
Whose scalp ia bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which, pols and pils * the poore in piteous wize ; 

But he liimsclfe uppon the rich doth tyrannize. 

J " His name is bight Pollente,' rightly so, 
For tliat ho is so puissant and strong, 
That with his powre he all doth over-go,* 
And makes them subiect to bis mighty wrong; 
And some by sleight he eke doth underfong': 



2 Puk niidpita, plunders and pilla; 
S iMderfons, undetlake, entmp. 



VL 7.— Whose sealp la b, 
thought wearing tlio hair lo 
bevirayed londase. Upton. 
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For on a bridge he custometh to fi'^ht, 
Wbioh ii but narrow, but oxceeduig long , 
And in llie same are many trap-fals pir-hiji 
Through whieh the riJer dow™ doth fall tl,r„„gh 
oversight. 

e "And underneath the same a river flower, 
That is both swift and dangerous deepe withall ; 
Jrito the whieh whomso he overtbrowes 
All deslltnte of helpo doth headlong fall'. 
But he himsolfe, through practise nsnall 
leap,, forth into the lloud, and there assaios' 
His foe confused through his sedaine fall, 
That horse and man he eqnallj dismaies • 
And ettbe, both them drownes, or trajt.ronslj slaie,. 

. "Then doth he take the spoil, of tbem at will. 
And to hi, daughter brings, that dwei. thereby ■ 
Who all that comes doth take, and therewith liU 
The eoifers of her wicked thrcasury ; 
Which she with wrongs hath heaped' up so hy 
That many princes she in wealth exceedes, 
And purcbast all the countrey lying ny 
With the roTenne of bor plenteous nieedos : 
Her name i. Mnn.r.,' agreeing witl, her deedes. 

to "Thereto she is full faire, and rich attired. 
With golden hands and silver feete beside, 
That mmi, lords have her to wife desired ■ 
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But she them all despisetli for great pride." 
" Now by my life," sayd he, " and God to guidu. 
None other way will I tliis day betalie. 
But by that bridge whereas he doth abide : 
Therefore me thitber lead," No more he spake, 
But thitherward fbrtbriglit liis ready way did make. 

11 Unto the place he came within a while, 
Where on the bridge he ready armed saw 
The Sarazin, awayting for some spoile; 
Who as they to the pass^e gan to draw, 
A villaine lo them came wilh scull all raw, 
That pasnage-naoney did of them require, 
Aecording to the custome of their law ; 
To whom heaunswerd wroth, ''Loe there tbyhire"; 

And with that word him strouke, that streight he 
did expire. 

la Which when the Pt^an saw, he wexed wroth, 
And streight himselfe unto the flght addrest ; 
Ne was Sir Artegall behinde : so both 
Togetlier ran with ready speares in rest. 
Right in the midst, whereas they brest to brest 
Should meete, a trap was letteTi downe to fall 
Into the floud : streight leapt the carle unblest. 
Well weening ihat his foe waa falne withall: 

But he was well aware, and leapt before his fall. 

13 There being both together in the floud, 
They each at other tyrannously flew ; 

. Ne ought the water cooled their whot bloud, 
But rather in them kindled choler new : 
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But there the Paynim, who tliat use well knew 
To fight ill water, great advantage had, 
That oftentimes him cigh he ovei'threw : 
And else the courser whereuppon he rad 
Could swim like to a fish whiles he his backe bestrad. 

14 "Which oddes whenas Sir Artegall espide, 

He saw no way bnt close with him in hast; 

And to him driving strongly downe the tide 

Uppon his iron coUer grijwd fast, 

That with the straint his wesand nigh he brast. 

There they together strove and struggled long, 

Either the other from his steede to cast; 

Ne ever Artegall his griple * strong 
For any tiling wold slacke, but still uppon. him 

15 As when a dolphin and a sele are met 

In the wide champian of the ocean plaine, 
Witli cruel! chaufe^ their courages they whet. 
The maysterdome of eadi by force to gaioe, 
And dreadfull battaile twixt them do darraiae*,- 
They snuf, they snort, they bounce, they rage, 

they rove. 
That all the sea, disturbed with their traine. 
Doth frie with fome above the surges hore: 
Such was betwixt these two the troublesome upmre. 

16 So Artegall at length him forst forsake 

His horses backe for dread of being drownd, 

' <^"p!e, gripe. s aaufe, chafe, 3 Darraine, wage. 
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And to his handy swimming him betake. 
Eftaoones himselfe he from his hold unbownd, 
And then no ods at all in him he fownd ; 
For Artegall in swimming skilfull was, 
And durst the depth of any water sownd. 
So ought each knight, that nse of perill has, 
la swimming be expert, through waters force to pas. 

IT Then very doubtful! was the warres event, 
Uneertaine whether^ had the better side : 
For both were skild in that experiment,^ 
And both in armea well traind and throng^y* 

tride. 
But Artegall was better breath'd beside. 
And towards th' end grew greater in hia might, 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puissance, ne beare himselfe upright j 

But from the water to the land betooke his flight. 

18 But Artegall pursewd him still so neare. 
With bright Chrysaor In his cruell hand, 
That, as his head he gan a litle reare 
Above the brincke to tread upon the land, 
lie smote it off, that tumbling on the strand 
It bit the earth for very fell despight, 
And gnashed with his teeth, as if he band ^ 
High God, whose goodnesse he despaired quight, 

Or curst the hand which did that vengeance on him 
dight.* 



ThraugUjh thoroughly. 
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19 His corps was carried downe along tlie le<!,' 
Whose waters with Lis filthy bloud it staytied : 
But his blasphemous head, that all might see 
He pitcht upon a pole on high ordayned ; 
Where many years it afterwards remayned, 
To be a mirrour to all mighty men. 
In whose right hands great power is contayned, 
That none of them the feeble over-ren,= 

But alwaies doe their powre within iust compasse pen. 

20 That done, unto the Castle he did wend, 
In which the Paynims daughter did abide, 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 
Of whom lie entrance sought, but was denide, 
And wilh reprochfull blasphemy deftde, 
Beaten with stones downe from the battihaent, 
That he was forc«d to witlidraw aside ; 
And bad his servant Talus to invent 
Which way he enter might without endangermont. 

ai Eftsoones his page drew to the castle gate, 
And with his iron ilale at it let flie, 
That all the warders it did sore amate," 
The which ere-while spake so reprochfully. 
And made them stoupe, that looked earst so hie. 
Yet still he bet and bounst uppon the dore, 
And thundred strokes thereon so hideouslie, 
That all the peece* he shaked from the florc, 

And filled all the house with feare and great uprore. 



J JWce, structure, fortrt^s. 
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3j Witb noiso whereof the Lady forth appeared 
TJppon the castle wall ; and, when she saw 
The daungerous state in which she stood, she feaied 
The sad effect of her neare overthrow ; 
And gan entreat that iron man below 
To cease his outrage, and him fiure besought; 
Sith neither force of stones which thej did throw. 
Hot powr of charms, which she against him wrought. 

Might otherwise prevaile, or make liini cease foi- 
ought. 

as But, whonas yet she saw him to proceede 
"Unmov'd with praiers or with piteous thought. 
She ment him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 
And causde great sackes with cndlesse riches 

fraught, 
Unto the battilment to he upbroiight. 
And powred forth over the castle wall. 
That she might win some lime, though dearly 

bought, 
Whileat he to gathering of the gold did fall ; 

But he was nothing mov'd nor tempted therewiUiall : 

S4 But still coiitinu'd his assault the more. 
And layd on load with his huge jron flaije. 
That at the length he has yrent^ the dore. 
And made way for his maister to ass^le : 
Who being entred, nought did then avmle 
For wight against his powre themselves to reare : 
Each one did flie ; their hearts began to faile ; 
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And hid themselves in corners hero and there ■ 
And else their dame, hiilfe dead, did hide hei'self for 

as Long they her souglil, yet no where could tliey 
finde tier, 
That sure tliey ween'd she waa escapt away: 
But Talus, that could like a lime-hound • winde her, 
And all things secrete wisely -couid bewray, 
At length found out whereas she hidden lay 
Under an heape of gold : thenee he her drew 
By the feire loekes, and fowly did array," 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 
That Artegall hrmselfe her seemelesae ' plight did rew. 

se Tet for no pitty would he change the course 
Of iustice, which in Talus hand did lye; 
Who rudely hayld her forth without remorse, 
Still holding irp her suppliant hands on hye. 
And kneeling at his feet« submissively : 
But he her suppliant hands, those hands of gold, 
And eke herfeete, those feele of silver trye,* 
Which sought unrighteousnesse, and Justice sold, 

Chopt off, and nayld on high, that all might them be- 
hold. 

27 Herselfe then tooke he by the SKlender wast, 
In vaine loud crying, and into the flood 
Over the castle wall adowne her cast, 



• Lime-hoiind, a blooilhoH 
" Arraj/, serve, treat 
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And there her drowned in the durty mud: 
But the streame washt away her guilty blood. 
Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke, 
The spoile of peoples evill-gotten good, 
The which her sire had scrap't by hooke and crooke, 
And, burning Mill to ashes, powr'd it downe the 
hvookc. 

SB And lastly all tliat castle quite he raced,* 
E\en fiom the >-ole of his foundation, 
And ill the hewen ftonea thereof defaced. 
That there mote be no hope of reparation, 
Nor memory thereof to any nation. 
All which when Talua throughly had perfourmed. 
Sir Artegall undid the c\dl fashion, 
And wicked cu-tomes of ihat bridge refounned : 

Which done, hjiCo his lotmei journey he retouraed. 

89 In which they meisui'd micfcle weary way, 
Til! that at length nigh to the sea they drew ; 
By whiLh as tht-y did traiell on a day. 
They ''aw before them, fji* as they could vew, 
Full many people gathered m a crew ; 
Whc«e greit .issembly ihey did much admire^; 
For never there the like resort they knew. 

1 Eactd, razed. ^ Admh'e, wonder at. 



XXVII. 5. — Gmity ijnd] Sir Jnmes Mnefcintosh renrariis 
npon tliis plHoe; "Tlie just execution of a bennlirnt woman, 
Munem, by Sir Artegnl, whs certainly intended to reconcile tLc 
minJ to the execution [of Qneen Mary] at Fotlieringay." See 
his Life, &o., Vol. II. p. 242. H. 



.^hyGooglc 



So towardes them they coastud,^ to enquire 
What thing so many nations met did there desiri 

M There they belield a mighty Gyant stand 
Upon a rocke, and holding forth on hie 
An huge great paire of ballance in liis hand, 
With which he boasted in his surquedrie = 
That all the world he would weigh equallie, 



If ousht he h 



o connterpoys: 



For want whereof he weighed vanity, 
And fild Mg ballaunce full of idle toys : 
Yet waa admired much of fooles, women, and boys. 

31 He sayd tliat he would all the earth uptake 
And all tlie sea, devided each from eillter i 
So would he of the fire one ballaunce make, 
And one of th' ayre, without or wind or wether : 
Then would he ballaunce heaven and hell together 
And all that did within them all containe ; 
Of all whose weight he would not misse a fether : 
And looke what surplus did of each remaine, 

He would to his owne part restore the same againe. 

3J For why, he sayd, they all unequal! were. 
And had encroched uppon others share ; 
Like as the sea (which plaine he shewed there) 
Had worne the earth ; so did the fire the aire ; 
So all the rest did others parts empaire : 
And so were realmes and nations run awry. 
All which he undertooke for to rcpairc, 
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In Bort as they were formed aunciently, 
And all things would reduce unto equality, 

S3 The efo e the \ Igar did about Mm flocke, 
At d cluster tl cl e unfo hia leasings' vaine ; 
Like fool h fl es about an hony-crocke ' ; 
In hope by 1 m g eit benefite to gaine, 
And uncontrolled freedome to obtaine. 
Ail wh ch wl en Artegall did see and heare, 
Ho v he n led the simple peoples traine, 
In te g full ze 1 e drew unto him neare, 

And th a to 1 n sptkoj without regard or feare : 

34 " Tl ou tl at p uni'st to weigh the world anew, 
And all tl "^ to in equall to restore, 
Instea 1 of i gl t me seemea great wrong dos 

And fjT abo e thy forces pitch to sore : 
For, ere thou limit what is lease or more 
In every thing, thou oughtest first to know 
What was the poyse of every part of yore : 



Eeviitution, — described to the life tivn tmndrBd yeiirB before the 
French Revolution broke out; described both in Its mngnificent 
bat liollnif ahnw. Knd Its sndden e^ploAlon or evnpomtion. 

]l Una been nupj^sted that tbere Is a close resemblniice between 
part of Arte^l'e rerutation of the ^'ntit's pretensions, and the dU- 
conrfle of the HiipelUriel, in the fourth ohftpter of the Second Book 
ofKsdras, in ex]K)snrs of the ignorance of that piMphet. Ceaik's 
Spenser nnd hia I'oetry, tl. p. 196. 
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And looke then, how much it doth overfiow 
Or faile tliereof, bo much is more then iust to trow. 

3j " For at the first they all created were 
In goodly measure by their Makers might; 
And weighed out in ballaunces so nere, 
That not a dram was missing of their right : 
The earth was ia the middle centre pight,^ 
In which it doth immoveable abide, 
Hemd in with waters like a wall in sight, 
And they with aire, that not a drop can slide: 

Al which the heavens containe, and in tiieir courses 
guide. 

38 " Such heavenly instice doth among them raine. 
That every one doe know their certaine bound ; 
In which they doe these many yeares remaine, 
And mongst them al no cliange hsith yet beene 

But if thou now shouldst weigh them new in pound,^ 
"We are not sure they would so long remaine: 
All change is perillous, and all chaunce unsound. 
Therefore leave off to weigh thera all againe, 
Till we may be assur'd they shall their course retaioe." 

37 " Thou foolishe elfe," said then the Gyant wroth, 
" Seest not how badly ail things present bee. 



a iitsl (0 trow.'\ Tiiat qiian- 
lore than wliat is right. C. 
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And each estate quite out of order goth' ? 
The sea itseife doest thou not plainely see 
Eneroch uppon the land there under thee ? 
And th' earth itseife how daily its increast 
By all that dying to it turned be ? 
Were it not good that wrong were then si 
And from the most ^ that some were given to the least ? 

33 "Therefore I will throw downe these mountaines 

And make them levell with the lowly plaine ; 
These towring rooks, which reach unto the skie, 
I will thrust downe into the deepest maine, 
And, as they were, them equalize againe. 
Tyrants, that make men subject to their law, 
I will sttppresse, that they no more may raine ; 
And lordings eurbe that commons over-aw ; 
And al! the wealth of rich men to the poore will draw." 



39 " Of things unscene how canst thou deeme aright,'' 
Then answered the righteous Artegall, 

" Sith thou misdeein'st so much of things in siglit ? 
"What though the sea witli waves continuall 
Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all ; 
Ne is the earth the lessc, or loselh ought : 
For whatsoever from one place doth fall 
Is with the tide unto another brought: 
For there is nothing lost, that may be found if sought. 

40 "Likewise the earth is not augmented more 
By all that dying into it doe fade ; 
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For of the earth they formed were of yore : 
However gay thtir blossome or their blade 
Doe flourish now, they into dust shall vade.* 
"What wrong then is jl, if that when they die 
They tume to Ihat whereof they first were made ? 
All ID the powre of their great Maker lie : 
All creatures must obey the voice of the Most Hie. 

41 " They live, they die, like as he doth ordaine, 
Ne ever any asketh reason why. 

The hils doe not l3ie lowly dales disdaine ; 
The dales doe not the lofty hils envy. 
He maketh kings to sit in aoverainty ; 
He maketh subiects to their powre obay ;' 
He pulleth downe, he setteth up on hy ; 
He gives to this, from that he takes away : 
For all we have is his ; what he list doe, he may. 

42 "Whatever thing is done, by him Is donne, 
Ne any may his mighty will withstand ; 
Ne any niay his soveraine power shonne, 

Ne loose that he hath bound with stedfast band : 
In vaine therefore doest tliou now take in hand 
To call to count, or weigh his workes anew, 
Whose counsels depth thou canst not understand ; 
Sith of things subiect to thy daily vew 
Thou doest notknow the causes nor their coni-ses dew. 

13 " For take thy hallaunce, if thou be so wise, 
And weigh thewinde that underheaven doth blow; 
Or weigh the light that in the east doth rise ; 
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Or weigh the thought Uiat from mans muid doth 

flow: 
But if tlie weight of these Ihou canst not show, 
Weigh but one word which from thy Ups doth fall : 
For how canst tiiou thosB greater secrets know, 
That doest not know the least thing of them all ? 
Ill can he rule the great that cannot reach the small." 

14 Therewith tlie Gyant much abashed sayd 
That he of little things made reckoning light ; 
Yet the least word that ever could be layd 
Within his ballaunce he could way aright. 
" Which is," sayd he, " more heavy then in weight, — 
The right or wrong, the false or eUie the trew ? " 
He answered that he would try it streight : 
So ho the words into his ballaunce threw ; 

But streight the winged words out of his ballaunce flew. 

ts Wroth wext he then, and sayd that words wei-e 
light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide : 
But he could iustly weigh the wrong or right. 
« Well tlien," sayd Artegall, " let it be tride : 
Fii-st in one ballance set the true aside." 
He did so first, and then the false he layd 
In th' other scale ; but still it downs did slide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be stayd : 

For by no meanes the false will with the truth be 

46 " Now take the right likewise," sayd Artegale, 
" And counterpeise the same with so much wrong." 
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So first the right he put into ono scale ; 
And then the Gyaiit strove with puissance stron" 
To fill ihe other scale with so much wrong ; 
But all the wrongs that he therein could lay 
Might not it peise* ; yet did he labour long, 
And swat, and chaufd, and proved^ every way; 
Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right downe 

4T Which when he an he g a ly gi w n age. 
And almost would h balan ha e b ol e i : 
But Artegall him f Ij n i. wa 
Aud said: "Be up n by baian w ken*; 
For they doe n u 1 bu h n" be- 

But in the mind the doome * of right must bee : 
And so likewise of words, tjie wliich be spoken, 
The eare must be the ballance, lo decree 

And iudge, whether with^truth or falabood they 



18 "But set the truth and set the right aside. 
For they with wrong or falsbood will not fare ; * 
And put two wrongs logether to be tride, 
Or else two falaes, of each equall share. 
And then together doe them both compare : 
For truth is one, and rijiht is ever one." 
So did lie ; and then plaine it did appeare. 



' Fehe, poise. 
2 Proned, tried. 
' Wrokm, avengeil. 
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Whether of them the greater were atlone: 
But right sate in the middest of the beame alone. 

49 But he the right from thence did thrust away; 
For it was not the right which he did sceke : 
But rather strove extremities to way, 

Th' oae to dimiuish, th' other for to eeke ; 
For of the meane he greatly did misleeke.' 
Whom when so lewdly ^ miaded Talus found, 
Approching nigh unto him, cJieeke by eheeke. 
He shouldered him from off the higher ground, 
And, down the rock him throwing, in the sea him 

50 Like as a ship, whom cruell tempest drives 
Upon a rocke with horrible dismay, 

Her shattered ribs in thousand peeccs rives, 
And, gpoyling all her geares* and goodly ray,^ 
Does make herselfe misfortunes piteous pray : 
So downe the clifFe the wretched gyant tumbled ; 
His battred ballances in peeces lay, 
His timbered' bones all broken rudely rumbled ; 

50 was the high-aspyring with huge ruine humbled : 

51 That when the people, which had there about 
Long wayted, saw his sudden desolation. 
They gan to gather m tumultuous rout. 

And mutining to stirre up civiU faction 



MJslcekt, mialike. 


<i;«S. array. 


LsmkHj, evil. 


6 Timbered, huge. 


Geai-es, equipments. 
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For certaine losse of so great expectation ; 
For well they hoped to have got great good, 
And wondrous riches hy his innovation. : 
Therefore resolving to revenge his blood 
They rose in armes, and all in battell order stood. 



53 Which lawlease multitude him c 

In warlike wise when Artegall did vew, 

lie much was troubled, ne wist wliat to doo . 

For loth he was his noble hands t' embrew 

In the base blood of such a rascall crew ; 

And otherwise, tf that be should retire, 

He fear'd least they with shame would him pursew : 

Therefore he Talus to them sent t' inquire 

The cause of their array, and truce for to desire. 

M But soone as they him nigh approching spide, 
Tliey gan with all their weapons him assay. 
And rudely stroke at him on every side ; 
Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought dismay : 
But when at them he with his ilaile gan lay, 
He like a swarme of flyes them overthrew : 
Ne any of them durst eorae in his way, 
But here and there before his presence flew, 

And hid themselves in holes and bushes from his 



H As, when a faulcon hath with nimble flight 
Flowne at a flush ^ of ducks foreby ' the brooke, 
The trembling foule, disniayd with dreadfuU sight 
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Of death, the which them almost overtooke, 
Doe hide themselves from her astonying^ looke 
Amongst the flags and covert round about. 
"When Talus saw they all the field forsooke, 
And none appear'd of all that raskatl rout, 
To Artegall he ttirn'd. aud went with hiui tlirough- 
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The Spousals of faire Florimeil, 

Wliere tnriiey many Knights: 
There Brsggadoeliio Is uncos'd 

In al! the Lddiaa sights. 

1 Attek long stoi-mes and tempests ovev-bloivne, 
The sunne at length his ioyous face doth cieare : 
So when as fortune all her spight hath showne, 
Some bhsfull honres at last must needes appeare ; 
Else should afflicted wights oftitnes despeire. 
80 comes it now to Florimeil by toume, 
After long sorrowes suffered whjleare, 
la which captiv'd she many moneths did mourne, 
To tast of ioy, and to wont pleasures to refourae: 

a Who being freed from Proteus cruell band 
By Marinell was unto him alfide, 
And by him brought againe to Faerie Land ; 
Where he her spous'd, and made his ioyous bride. 
The time and place was blazed &rre and wide. 
And solemne feastes and giusts ordain'd therefore : 
To which there did resort from every side 
Of lords and ladies infinite great store ; 
Ne any knight was absent that brave courage bore. 
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3 To tell the glorie of the feast that day, 
The goodly service, the devicefiill sights, 
The bridegromes state, the brides most rich araj 
The pride of ladies, and the worth of knights, 
The royall banquets, and iJie rare delights. 
Were worke fit for an herauld, not for me; 
But for so much as to my lot here lights. 
That with this present treatise doth agree, 
True vertue to advance, shall here recounted bee. 

-4 When all men had with full satietie 
Of meates and drinkes their appetites suffia'd, 
To deedea of arnies and proofe of chevalrie 
They gan themselves addresse, full rich aguiz'd,* 
As each one had his furnitures deviz'd. 
And first of all issu'd Sir Marinell, 
Aid with him sixe kniglits more, which enterpriz'd 
To ohalenge all in right of Florimell, 

And to maintaine that she all others did excell. 



s The first of them was hight Sir Orimont, 
A noble knight, and tride in hard asaayes ; 
The second had to name Sir Bellisont, 
But second unto none in prowesse prayse; 
The tliii'd was Brunell, famous in his dayes; 
The fijuiIJi Ecastor, of exceeding might ; 

1 Agaiz'd, dressed, adorned. 

in. 2. — D-an,-!/«ll dghU-J "By desicefuU sii/hti Spenser 
means sigliB. full of devices; that is, mRsques, b-iuvnplis, and 
otlier spectucles, usuall; exhibited in liis time, with great cost 
and splendor, at tlie niiptisls of iioljle personages." — WiKTOH. 
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The lift Araieddan, skild in lovely layos ^ ; 
The sixt was Lansack, a redoubted knight ; 
All sixe well seene^ in armes, and prov'd in many a 



e And them against came all that list to giust, 
From every coast and countrie under snnne : 
None was debard, but all had leave that lust.' 
The trompets sound ; then all together ronne. 
Full many deedes of armes that day were donne ; 
And many knights unhorsf, and many wounded, 
As fortune fell ; yet litle lost or wonne : 
But all that day the greatest prayse redounded 
To MarineU, whose name the heralds loud resounded. 

T The second day, so soone as morrow light 
Appear'd in heaven, into the field they came, 
And there all day con tine w'd cruell fight, 
With divers fortune fit for such a game. 
In which all strove with perill to winne fame; 
Tet whether side was victor note ' be ghest : 
But at the last tlie trompets did proclame 
That Marinell that day deserved best. 
So tliey dispai-ted were, and all men went to rest. 

s The third day came, that should due tryall lend 
Of all the rest ; and then this warlike crew 
Together met, of all to make an end. 
There Marineil great deeds of armes did shew; 
And through the thickest lijie a lyon flew, 
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Kasiiing* off lielraes, and ryving plates asonder ; 
That erery one his daunger did escliew: 
So terribly his dreadf'ull strokes did thonder, 
That all men stood amaz'd, and at his miglit did 
wonder. 

B But what on ewth can alwayes happie stand ? 
The greater prowesse greater perils find. 
So faiTC he past amongst his enemies baud, 
That they have him enclosed so behind, 
As by no meanes he can himselfe ontwind : 
And now perforce they have him prisoner taken ; 
And now they doe with captive bands him bind ; 
And now they lead him thence, of till forsalien, 
TJulesse some succour had in time him overtaken. 

10 It fortun'd, whylest they were thus ill beset. 
Sir Artegall into the tilt-yard came, 

With Bi-aggrtdochio, whom he lately met 
Upon the way with that his snowy dame : 
"Where, wlien he understood by common fame 
What evill hap to Marinell betid, 
He muLih was mov'd at so unworthie shame. 
And sti'eight that boaster prayd, with whom he rid. 
To change his shield with him, to be the better hid, 

11 So forth he went, and soone them overhent," 
Where they were leading Mai'inell away : 
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■Whom he assayld with dreaiJlesse hardiment. 
And forst the burden of their prize to stay. 
They were an hundred knights of that array ; 
Of which til' one halfe upon himselfe did set, 
Tte other sfayd behind to gard the pray : 
But he ei-e long the former liftie bet; 
And from Uie other fiftie soone tlie prisoner fet;' 

IS So bacte he brought Sir Marinell againe ; 
Whom having quickly arm'd agaioe anew, 
They both together ioyned might and maine. 
To set afresli on all the other crew : 
Whom with sore havocke soone they overthrew. 
And chaced quite out of the field, that none 
Against them durst his head to perill shew. 
So were tliey lea lords of the iield aione : 

So Marinell by him was rescu'd from his fone.^ 

I a Wliich when he had perform'd, then backe againe 
To Bi-aggadochio did his shield restore : 
Who all this while behind him did remains, 
Keeping there close with him in pretious store 
That his false ladie, as ye heard afore. 
Then did the trompets sound, and iudgea rose, 
And all these knights, which that day armour bore. 
Came to the open hall to listen whose 

The honour of the prize should be adiudg'd by tliose. 

14 And tbether also came in open siglit 
Fayre Florimell into the common hall, 

1 Fei, feteliod, rescued. 2 Poai, foes. 
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To greet' his guerdon unto erery knight, 
And best to him to wbom the best should fall. 
Then for that stranger knight they loud did call. 
To whom that day they should the girlond yield ; 
Who came not forth : but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadochio, and did shew his shield, 
Which bore the sunne brode blazed in a golden fieW. 

j5 The sight whereof did all with gladnesse fill : 
So unto him they did addeeme ^ the prise 
Of all that tryumph. Tlien the trompeta shrill 
Don Bra^adochios name resounded thrise : 
So courage lent a cloke to cowardise; 
And then to him came fayrest Florimell, 
And goodly gan to greet his bi-ave emprise. 
And thousand thankes him yeeld, that had bo 
well 

Approv'd Ihat day that she all others did exeell. 

16 To whom the Boaster, that all kniglits did Wot, 
With proud disdaine did scornefull answei^ make, 
That what be did that day, he did it not 
For her, but for his owne deare ladies sake, 
Whom on his perill he did undertalse* 
Both her and eke all others to exeell : 
And further did uncomely speachea crake.^ 
Much did his words the gentle ladie quell,^ 

And tiirn'd aside fur shame to Iieare what he did 
icll 

1- 1, e. to express her coiigratulatioiis foi-. 

2 Addeeme, adjudge. * Cnikt, utter boastingly. 

S Vkdeytake, rnsiintain. * Quell, disconcert. 
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n Then forth he brought his snowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had ia keeping there beside, 
Covered from peoples gazement with a vele : 
"Whom when, disuovered, they Imd throughly eide, 
With great amazement they .were stupefide ; 
And said, tliat surely Florimell it was, 
Or if it were not Florimell, so tride, 
That Florimell herselfe she then did pas. 

So feeble skill of perfect tilings the vulgar has. 

IS Which when as Mavitiell beheld likewise. 
He was therewith exceedingly dismayd ; 
Ne wist he what to thinke, or to devise : 
But, like as one whom feends had made affrayd,. 
He long astoniaht stood, ne ought he sayd, 
Ne ought he did, but with fast fixed eies 
He gazed slil! upon that snowy mayd; 
Wliom ever as he did tlie more avize,'^ 

The more to be true Florimell he did surmize.. 

i» As when two sunnes appeare in the azure skye. 
Mounted in Phosbus charet flerie bright, 
Both darting forth faire beames to each mans eye,. 
And both adoru'd with lampes of flaming light; 
All that behold so strange prodigious sight. 
Not knowing natures worke, nor what to weene,. 
Are rapt *ith wonder and with rare affright, — 
So stood Sir Marinell, when he had seene 

The semblant of this false by his faire beauties- 
queene. 
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20 All which when Arlegall, who ail this while 
Stood in the preasse close covered, well advewed, 
And saw that boasters pride and gmcelesse guile, 
He could no longer beare, but forth issewed, 
And unto all hunselfe there open shewed. 
And to the Boaster said: "Thou iosell' base, 
That hast with borrowed plumea tliyselfe endewed, 
And others worth witli leasinga* doest deface, 

When fliey are all restor'd, thou 3halt rest in disgrace. 

ai "That shield, which thou 3oest beare, was it indeed 
"Which this dayes honour sav'd to Marinell ; 
But not that ai^me, nor thou the man I reed,' 
"Which didst that service unto Florimell ; 
For proofe shew forih thy sword, and let it tell 
"What stiwkes, what dreadfull sloure,' it stird thia 

Or shew the wounds which unto thee befell ; 
Or shew the sweat with which thou diddest away ■ 
So sharpe a battell, that so many did dismay." 

9J " But this the sword which wrought those cruell 
stounds,* 
And this the arme the which that shield did beare. 
And these the signes," (so shewed forth his wounds,) 
" By which that glorie gotten doth appeare. 
As for this ladie, which he slieweth here. 
Is not (I wager) Florimell at all ; 



1 LoseU, good-for-notliiiig. * Sloure, tumult, strife. 
2Zen»u(j8, lies. ^ Di^mo^, deprive of might, disaLle. 

> Seed, caaceive. B SlMaids, times, scenes. 
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But some fayre franion,i fit for sucK a fere, 
That by misfortune in his hand did fall." 
Fpr proofe whereof he bad them Florimell forth call. 

33 So forth the noble ladie was ybrought, 
Adorn'd with honor and all comely grace ; 
Whereto her basbfull ahamefastaesse ywivDuglit 
A great increase in her fairs blushing face, 
As roses did with Ullies interlace; 
For of tliose words, the which that boaster threw, 
She inly yet conceived great disgrace : 
Whom whenas all flie people such did vew, 

They shouted loud, and signes of gladnesse all did 

ai Then did he set her by that snowy one, 
Like the true saint beside the image set. 
Of both their beauties to make paragone,^ 
And triall whether should the honor get. 
Streightway, so soone as both together met, 
Th' enchaunted damzell vaniaht into nought : 
Her snowy substance melted as with heal, 
Ne of that goodly hew remayned ought, 

But th' emptie gii-dle whkh about her wast was 
wrought. 

53 As when the daughter^ of Thaumantes faire 
Hath in a watry cloud displayed wide 
Her goodly bow, which paints the liquid ayre, 
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That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 
All suddenly, ere one can looke aside, 
The glorious picture vanishetii away, 
Ne any token doth, thereof abide ; 
So did this ladies goodly forme decay, 
And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 

aa Whicli whenas all that present were beheld, 
They stricken were with great astonishment, 
And theirfe,intharUwithsenselessehorronrC[ueld,' 
To see the thing, that seem'd so excellent, 
So stolen from their fancies wonderment, 

. That what of it became none understood : 
And Braggadochio selfe with dreriment 
So daunted was, in his despeyring inoo3, 

That like a Ufelesse corse immoveable iie stood. 

37 But Artegall tliat golden belt uptooke. 
The which of all her spoyle was oaely left ,- 
Which was not hers, as many it mistooke, 
But Florimells owne girdle, from her reft 
While she was flying, like a weary weft,^ 
From that foule monster which did her compell 
To perils great ; which he unbuckling eft^ 
Presented to the fayrest FlorimeU; 

Who i-ound about her tender wast it fitted well. 

I Qxeld, aubdned. 8 EJ^ (like eflsooaea), flt onca. 

' Weft, waif, 

XXVII. 1, — Tliat goUm leU, &o.] See Book IV. Canto 
V. 16. 
XXVII. r>. — While s/ie was Jli^ff, &c,] See Book [!I. Ciiiito 



.^hyCOOglC 



BOOK V. CAKTO III. 283 

53 Full many ladies often had assayd 

About their middles tliat faii'c belt to knit ; 

And many a one suppoa'd to be a mayd: 

Yet it to none of all tbeir lojnes would fit. 

Till Florimell about her i'astned it. 

Such power it had, that to no woraana wast 

By any skill or labour it would sit, 

Unlesse that she were continent and chast ;''' 

But it would lose or breake, that many had disgi'ast. 

B9 Whilest thus they busied were bout Florimell, 
And boastfull Braggadochio to defame, 
Sir Guyon, as by fortune then befell, 
Forth from the thickest preasse of people came. 
His owne good steed, which he had stolne, to clame ; 
And, til' one hand seizing on his golden bit, 
With Ih' other drew his sword ; for with the same 
He ment the thiefe there deadly to have smit : 

And, had he not bene held, he nought had fayld of it. 

ao Thereof great hurly-burly moved was 

Throughout the hall for that same warlike horse i 
For Braggadochio would not let him pas ; 
And Guyon would hun algates have perforse, 
Or it approve upon his carrioa corse. 
Which troublous stjrre when Artegall perceived. 
He nigh them drew to stay th' avengers forse ; 
And gan inquire how was that steed bereaved, 

"Whether by might extort,* or else by slight deceaved.' 

^ Extorij extorted. ^ 2>ec*flHe(^ taten slealthiTy. 

XXIX. B. — Which Uhad iMae.} See Book H. Canto 111. i. 
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31 Who all tiiat piteous storie which befell 
About that wofull couple which were slaine, 
And their young bloodie babe, to him gan tell ; 
With whom whiles he did in the wood remaiiie. 
His horse pwrlojTied was by subtill traine' ; 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight : 
But he for nought could him thereto constraine ; 
For as the death he hated such despight, 

And rather had to lose then trie in arinRs his 
right. 

a Which Artegall well hearing, (though no more 
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie, 
As was the wont of warlike knights of yore, 
Then that his foe should him the field denie,) 
Yet further right by tokens to deserie, 
He aski, what privte tokens he did beare. 
" If tJiat," said Guyon, " may you satisfie, 
Within his mouth a blacke spot doth appeare, 

Shapt like a horses shoe, who list to seeke it there." 

it Whereof to make due tryall, one did take 
The horse in hand witiiin his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles so sorely he him strake, 
That all his ribs he quite iq peeces broke, 
That never word from that day forth he spoke. 
Another, that would seeme to have more wit, 
Ilim by tlic briglit embrodercd hedstall tooke : 
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But by the shoulder him so sore he bit, 
That he hira maymed quite, and all his shoulder split. 

34 Ne he his mouth would open unto wiglit, 
Uiitill that Guyon selfe unto him spake, 
And called Brigadore'; (so was he hight;) 
Whose voice so soone as he did underlake,^ 
Efisoones he stood as stiU as any slake, 
And suifred all his secret marke to see j ' 
And when as he him nam'd, for ioy he brake 
His bands, and follow'd him with gladfull glee. 

And friskt, and flong aloft, and louted low on knee. 

as Thereby Sir Artegall did plaiiie areed, 
That unto him the horse belong'd ; and sayd, 
"Lo there. Sir Guyon, take to you the steed. 
As he with golden saddle is arayd; 
And let that loseli," plainely now displayd,* 
Hence fare on foot, till he an horse have gayaed." 
But the proud Boaster gan his doome upbvayd, 
And him revil'd, aud rated, and disdayned. 

That iudgement so uniust agiiinst liim had ordayned. 

36 Much was the kniglit incenst with his lend ^ word. 
To have revenged that his villeny; 
And thrise did lay his hand upon his sword, 
To have him slaine, or deartily doen aby : 
But Gayon did his choler pai:ify. 



1 Bngaiwe, Goltl-Iiridle. 

2 Utidertake, pereajve. 

' Losell, good-for nothing. 
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Saying, " Sir Kniglit, it would dialionour bee 
To you, that are our iudge of equity, 
To wreake your wvath on such a carle as hee : 
It's punishment enougli that all his shame doe see." 

s7 So did he midgate Sir Artegall ; 

But Taius by the backe the Boaster lient,^ 
And, drawing him out of the open hall, 
Upon him did inflict this punishment : 
First he his beard did shave, and fowly shent*; 
Then from him reft his shield, and it renverst, 
And blotted out his armes with falshood blent,' 
And himselfe baffuld,* and his avmes unherst,^ 

And broke his sword in twaine, and all his armour 
sperst.° 

38 The whiles Lis guilefuJl groome' was fled away; 
But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie: 
Who, overtaking him, did disaray, 
And all his face deform'd with infamie. 
And out of court him scourged openly. 
So ought all faytours,' that true laiighthood shame, 
And armes dishonour with base villanic. 



1 Hent, took. ^ Sjicrsl, dispevsed, 

* Shent, (liKflgiii'ed. ' [. e. Tiampml. 

* Blr«U, BtiiiiiBci. 8 Faijtows, evil-tloe 
4 S"^/, hung up by the lieels. 

s Utikeritj took off pie<» by piece. 



XXSVn. 5-9.— These verses (lescriba the process by which a 
recresint knight was degraded fhim tlie rank of Chivaliy. Tur- 
pin is eerved in tha snins way, Bool; VI. Canto VII. 27. C. 
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From all brave knights be banisht with defame ^ ; 
For oft their lewdiies ^ blotteth good deserts with 
blame, 

?.s Now when tliese counterfeits H-ere thus uncased 
Out of the foreside ° of tbeir forgerie, 
And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced, 
AH gan to iest aad gibe full mei'ilie 
At the remembrajice of their knaverie : 
Ladies can* laugh at ladies, knights at knights. 
To thinke with how great vaunt of braverie 
He them abused through his aiibtill slights, 

And what a glorious shew he made in all their siglits. 

40 There leave we them in pleasure and repast 
Spending their ioyous dayea and gladfull nights, 
And taking usurie of time forepast, 
With all deare delices'' and rare delights 
Fit for such ladies and such lovely knii^hts : 
And turne we here to tliis fiiire furrowes end / 
Our wearie yokes, to gather fresher sprights, 
That, when as time to Arfegall shall tend," 

"We on his first adventure may him forward send. 

J Defamt, disgrace. i o«i^ gan. 

^ iemfeci, wickednBsE. 6 Delkes, pleasures. 

» Forettde, outside, txternnl covering. « Tend, attend, wait upon. 
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Two brethren tlint doe sdive. 
avas Terpine from the gaJlow tree, 
And doth from death reprWe. 



1 Whoso upon himselfe ■will take the skill 
True iustice unto people to divide, 

Had neede have mightie hands for to fulfiU 
That. which he doth with righteous doome decide, 
And for to mmster wrong, and puissant pride : 
For vaine it is to deeme ^ of things aright, 
And makes^ wrong-doers iustice to deride, 
TJnlesse it be perform'd with dreadlesae might : 
For Powre is the right hand of Iustice Iruely hight. 

2 Therefore whylome to knights of great emprise 
The charge of Iustice give.n was in trust. 
That they might execute her iudgements wise. 
And with their might beat downe licentious lust^ 
Which proudly did impugne her sentence iust: 
Whereof no braver president' this day 

II earth, preserv'd from yroa rust 
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Of rude oblivion and long times decay, 
Then this of ArtegaU, which here we have to say. 

3 Who having lately left that lovely payre, 
Enlincked fast in wedloekes loyall bond, 
Bold Marinell with Florimell the fayre, 

With whom great feast and goodly glee he fond, 
Departed from the Castle of the Strond 
To follow his adventures first intent, 
Which long agoe he taken had in bond : 
Ne wight with him for his assistance went. 
But that great yron groome, his gard and goverii- 

4 With whom, as he did passe by the sea-shore, 
He chaunst to come whereas two comely Squires, 
Both brethren whom one wombe together bore, 
But stiiTed up with different desires, 
Together strove, and kindled wratbfuil fires : 
And them beside two seemely Damzels stood, 
By all itteanes seeking to asswage tlieir ires, 
Now with fkire words ; but words did little good ; 

Now with sharpe threats ; but threats the more in- 
creast their mood. 

6 And there before them stood a coffer strong 
Fast bound on every side with iron bands, 
But seeming to have suffred mickle wrong, 
Either by being wreckt uppon the sands. 
Or being carried farre from forraine lands : 
Seem'd that for it these squires at ods did fall, 
And bent against themselves their cruell hands ; 
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But evermore those damzels did forestall 
Their furious encounter, and their fiercenesse palL' 

e But firmely ilst they were with dint of sword 
And battailes doubtfull proofe their rights to try, 
Ne other end their fury would afTord, 
But what to them fortune would iustify : 
So stood ihey both in readinesse thereby 
To ioyne the combate with criieU intent : 
AVhen Artegall arriving happily 
Did stay awliile their greedy bickerment, 
Till he had questioned the cause of their dissent. 



7 To whom the elder did tMs aunswere frame : 
" Then weete ye, Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our sire, Milesio by name, 
Did equally bequeath his lands in fee. 
Two ilands, which ye there before you see 
Not farre in sea ; of which the one appeares 
But like a little mount of small degree ; 
Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares, 
As that same other isle, that greater bredth now 

B " But tract of time, tliat all things doth decay. 
And this devouring sea, that naught doth spare, 
The most part of my land hath washt away, 
And throwne it up unto my brothers share: 
So his encreased, but mine did empaire.^ 
Before which time T lov'd, as was my lot, 



2 Empaire, diminish. 
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Thitt further mayd, higlit Philtcra the Mre, 
With whom a goodly doure I should have got, 
And should have ioyned bene lo her in wedlocks knot. 

9 "Then did my younger brother Amidas 
Lore that same otlier damzell, Lucy bright, 
To whom but little dowre allotted was : 
Her vertue was the dowre that did delight : 
What better dowre can to a dame be hight ^ ? 
Eut now, whea Philtra saw my lands decay 
And former livelod ^ fayle, she left me quight, 
And to my brother did eilope streightway; 
Who, taking her from me, his owne Love left astray. 

ID " She, seeing then herselfe forsaken so, 
Through dolorous despaire whieh she conceyved, 
Into the sea herselfe did headlong throw, 
Thinking to have h«r giiefe by death bereaved ; 
But see how much her purpose was deeeaved ! 
Whiiest thus amidst the billowes beating of her, 
Twixt life and death long to and fro she weaved,* 
She chaunst unwares to light uppon this coffer, 

Whiuh to her in that daunger hope of life did offer. 

11 "The wretched mayd, that earst desir'd to die, 
When as the paiiie of death she tasted had, 
And but halfe seene his ugly visnomie,* 
Gan to repent that she had beene so mad 
For any deatli to chaunge life, though most bad : 

> Mahi, assigned. a tTfOBet^ waved, floated. 

' Livtlod, livBlihDod. * VittMnde, physiognomy, vispge. 
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And catching hoid of this sea-beaten chest, 
(Tbe lucky pylot of her passage sad,) 
After long tossing in the seas distrest, 
Her weary barke at last uppon mine isle did rest. 

13 " Where I by chaunce then wandring on the shore 
Did her espy, and through my good endevour 
From dreadtuU mouili of death, wliich threatned 

Her to have swallow'd up, did helpe to save her. 
She then, in recompence of that great favour 
Which I on her bestowed, bestowed on me 
The portion of that good which fortune gave her. 
Together with heraelfe in dowry free ; 
Both goodly portions, but of both the better she. 

la " Yet in tliis coffer which she with her brought 
Great threasui-e sithence^ we did finde contained; 
Which as our owne we tooke, and so it thought: 
But this same other damzeU since hath fained 
That to herselfe that threasure appertained; 
And that she did transport the same by sea, 
To bring it to her husband new ordained,^ 
But suffred cruell shipwracke by t!ie way : 

But, whether it be so or no, I cannot say. 

14 " Bui, whetlier it indeede be so or no. 
This doe I say, that whatso good or ill 
Or God or Fortune unto me did throw, 
(Not wronghig any other by my will,) 

1 Sillicncc, siiioe, nfterwarili. ^Oi-dained, iippoiiitcd, selected, 
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I hold mine owue, aud so will liold it still. 

And thougb my land he first did wiiine away, 
■ And then my Love, (though now it little skill,^) 

Yet my good lucke he shall not likewise pray^ ; 
But I will it defend whilst ever that I may." 

15 So having sajd, the you»ger did ensew : 
" Full true it is whatso about our land 
My brother here declared hath to you : 
But not for it this ods twixt us doth stand. 

But for this threasure throwne uppon his strand; 
■\VTiich well I prove, as shall appeare by triall, 
To be this maides with whom I fastned hand,' 
Known by good markes and perfect good espiall' : 
Therefore it ought be rendred her without deniall." 

16 When they thus ended had, the Knight began : 
" Certes your strife were easie to accord, 
Would ye remit it to some righteous man." 

" Unto yourselfe," said they, " we give our word. 
To bide that iudgement ye shall us afford." 
"Then for assuraunce to my doome to stand, 
Under my foot« let each lay downe his sword ; 
And then you shall my sentence understand." 
So tach of them layd downe his sword out of his 

n Thea Artegall thus to the younger sayd : 
" Now tell me, Amidaa, if that ye may, 
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Your brothers land the which the sea hath layd 
Unto your part, and pluckt from hia away, 
By what good right doe you withhold this day ?" 
"What other right," quoth he, "should you esteenie. 
But that the sea it to my sliare did lay?" 
" Your right is good," sayd he, " and so I deeme, 
That what the sea unto you sent your own should 
seeme." 

IB Then, turning to the elder, thus he sayd : 
" Now, Bracidaa, let this likewise be showne; 
Your brothers threasure, which from htui is strayd. 
Being the dowry of hia wife well knowne, 
By what right doe you claime to be your owne ? " 
"What other right," quoth he, "should yon es- 

But that the sea hath it unto me throwne? " 
" Your right is good," sayd he, " and so I deeme. 
That what the sea unto you sent your own should 
seeme. 

19 " For equall right in equall things doth stand 
For what the mighty sea hath once possest, 
And plucked quite from all possessors hand. 
Whether by rage of waves that never rest. 
Or else by wraclie that wretches hath distrest. 
He may dispose by his imperiall might, 
As thing at randon left, to whom he list. 
So, Amidas, the land was yours first hight* ; 

And so the threasure yours is, Braeidas, by right," 

I IlisJil, nninefl, deelnred. 
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so When he his sentence thus pronounced had, 
Both Araldas and Philtra were displeased ; 
But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad, 
And on the threasure by that ludgement seased. 
So was their discord by this doome appeased, 
And each one had hia right. Then Artegall, 
When as their sharpe contention he had ceased, 
Departed on his way, as did befiill, 

To follow his old quest, the which him. forth did 
call. 

SI Soas he travelled uppon the way. 

He chaunst to come, where happily ' he spide 
A rout of many people farre away ; 
To whom his eoiii-se he hastily applide, 
To weete the cause of their assemblaunce wide : 
To whom when he approched neare in sight, 
(An uncouth sight,) he phxinely then descride 
. To be a troupe of women, warlike dight, 

With weapons in their hands, as ready for to fight: 

SI And in the midst of them he saw a Knight, 
With both his hands behinde him pinnoed ^ hard, 
And round about his necke an halter tight, 
As ready for the gallow tree prepard: 
His face was covered, and hia head was bai-'d. 
That who he was uneath was to descry ; 
And with full heavy heart with them he far'd, 
Griev'd to the aoule, and groning inwardly. 

That he of womens hands so base a death sliould dy. 

> Ilajipihj, liaiilj, by oliaiiue. 2 Pinnoei, pinloneil, 
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33 But they, like tyranta mercilesse, the more 
Eeioyced at his miserable case, 
And him reviled, and reproched sore 
With hitler taunts and terraes of vile disgrace. 
Now when as Artegall, ari'iv'd in place, 
Did aske what cause brought that man to decay,^ 
They round about him gan to swarme apace, 
Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay. 

And to have wi'ought unwai'es some villanous assay.* 

04 But be was soone aware of their iil minde, 
And, drawing backe, deceived their intent : 
Yet, though blmselfe did shame on womankinde 
His mighty hand to abend,* he Talus sent 
To wrecke on them iheir follies hai'dyment* ; 
Who with few sowces ° of his yron fiale 
Dispersed all their troupe incontinent, 
And sent them home to tell a piteous tale 

Of their vaine prowesse turned to their proper bale. 



33 But that same wretched man, ordaynd to die, 
They left beiiind tliem, glad to be so quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie. 
And horror of fowle death for knight unfit, , 
Who more then losse of life ydreaded it ; 
And, .him restoring unto living light. 
So brought unto his lord, where he did sit 
Beholding all that womanish weake fight ; 

Whom soone as he beheld he knew, and thus behight": 

1 Decay, destruction. * Bardffment, boldness, vasUtiess. 

2 Assof, assault, violence. ^ Soiuees, hlowa. 

8 Sheiid, ilisgrttoe. ^ Sehiglil, addressed. 
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2s " Sir Tui'piQe, hajilesse man, what make you here ? 
Or have jou lost jourselfe and your discretion, 
Tliat ever iu this wretclied case ye were ? 
Or have ye yeelded you to proude oppression 
Of womens powre, that boast of mens suhiection ? 
Or else what other deadly dismall day 
Is falae on you by heavens hard direction, 
That ye were runne so fondly far astray. 

As for to lead youraelfe unto your owne decay ? " 

37 Much was the man confounded m his miniJ, 
Partly with shame, and partly with dismay. 
That all aatonislit he himselfe did find. 
And little had for his excuse to say, 
But onely thus : "Most haplesse well ye may 
Me iuslly ferme, that to this shame am brought, 
And made the scome of ImighUiood this same day : 
But who can scape what his owne fate hath wrought? 

The worke of heavens will surpasseth huraaine 
thought." 

as " Eight ti-ue : but faulty men use oftentimes *"" 
To attribute their folly unto fate, 
And lay on heaven the guilt of their owne 

But tell. Sir Terpin, ne let you amate^ 
Tour misery, how fell ye in this state? " 
"Then sith ye needs," quoth he, " will know my 

shame, 
And all the ill which chaunst to me of late, 
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I shortly will to you rehearse the same. 
In hope ye will not tume misfortune to my blame. 

20 " Being desirous (as all knighls are woont) 
Through hard adventures deedes of armea to try. 
And after fame and honour for to hunt, 
I heard report tliat farre abrode did fly, 
That a proud Amazon did late defy 
All the brave knights that hold of Maidenhead,' 
And unto them wrought all the villany 
That she could forge in her malicious head, 

"Which some hath put to shame, and many done be 

30 " The cause, they say, of this her cruell hate, 
Is for the sake of Bellodant the bold. 
To whom she bore most fervent love of late, 
And wooed him by all the waies she could : 
But, when she saw at last that he ne would 
For ought or nought be wonne unto her will, 
She tura'd her love to hatred manifold, 
And for his sake vow'd to doe all the ill 

Which she could doe to knights ; which now she doth 
fulfiU. 

1 " For all those knighta, the which by force or guile 
She doth subdue, she fowly doth entreate ' : 
First, she doth them of warlike armes despoile, 
And cloth in women weedes ; and then with threat 
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Doth tliem compell to worke, to eaj-nc theii- raoat. 
To spill, to card, to sew, to wash, to wring ; 
Ne doth she give them other thing to eat 
But bread and water, or like feeble thing; 
Them to disable from revenge advecturing. 

3i " But if througb stout disdaiue of manly mind 
Any her proud observaunce will withstand, 
Uppon that ^bbet, which is there behind, 
She eauseih them be haug'd up out of hand ^ ; 
In which condition I right now did stand : 
For, being overcome by her in fight, 
And put to that base service of her band, 
I rather ehose to die in lives despight,^ 

Then lead that shamefuli life, unwonhy of a knighL' 

S3 " How hlght that Amazon," sayd Artegall, 
"And where and how far hence does she abide?" 
" Her name," quoth he, " they Sadigund doe call, 
A princesse of great powre and greater pride, 
And qaeene of Amazons, in armea well tride 
And sundry battels, which she hath atehieved 
With great successe, that her hath glwilide. 
And made her famous, more then is believed ; 

Ke would I it have ween'd had I not late it prieved." 

34 "Now sure," said he, " and by the faith that 1 
To Maydenhead and noble Knighthood owe, 
I will not rest till I her might doe trie, 
And venge the shame that she to knights doth show, 

1 Out of hand, forihwilh. 2 !. a. despising life. 
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Therefoi-e, Sir Terpin, fi-om you ligttly throw 
This squalid weede, the patterne of dispaire. 
And wend witji me, tliat ye may see and know 
How fortune will your ruin'd name repaire 
And knights of Maidenhead, wLoae praise sbe would 

3i ^Vith tliat, like one that hopelesse was repryv'd 
From deathes dore at which, he lately lay, 
Those yrott fetters wherewith lie was gyv'd, 
The badges of reproch, he threw away. 
And nimbly did him dight to guide the way 
ITnto the dwelling of that Amazone : 
Which was from thence not past a mile or tway, 
A goodly citty and a mighty one, 

The wliich, of her owne name, she ealld Uadegone. 

3G Where they arriving by the watchman were 
Descried sfreight; who all the citty warned 
How that three warlike persons did appeare, 
Of which Hie one hira seem'd a knight aU armed, 
And th' other two well likely to have harmed. 
Eftsoones the people all to harnesse ran, 
And hke a sort^of bees in clusters swarmed: 
Ere long their queene hei-selfe, halfe like a man. 

Came fortli into the rout, and them t' array began. 

n And now tlie knights, bemg arrived neare. 
Did beat uppon the gates to enter in ; 
And at the porter, skoming them so few, 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK V. CAKTO IV. 301 

Tiirew many tlireats, if thej tlia towiie did win. 
To teare his flesh in peeces for his sin ; 
"Whicli when as Badigund there commiiig hewd, 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teetli did grin^ : 
She bad that streight the gates should be unbard, 
And to them way to malce with weapons well pi'epard, 

as Soone as the gates were open to them set, 
They pressed forward, entraunce to have made: 
But ill the middle way they were ymet 
With a sharpe showre of an-owes, which them 

And better bad advise, ere they assaid 
Untnowen perill of bold womeiis pride. 
Then ail that rout uppon them rudely laid, 
And heaped strokes so fast on every aide, 
And arrawes hdld so thicke, that they could not abide. 

S3 But Eadigund herselfe, when she espide 
Sir Terpin, from her direfull doorae acquit. 
So cruell doale amongst her Maides divide, 
T' avenge tliflt shame they did on liim commit. 
All sodainely enflam'd with furious fit, 
Lite a fell lionesse at him she flew, 
And oil liis head-peece him so fiercely smit. 
That to the ground him quite she overthrew, 

Dismayd so with the stroke that he no colours knew.^ 

40 Soone as she saw him on tlie gi-oimd to groveli. 
She lightly to him leapt ; and, in his necke 
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Her proud foot« setting, at his head did level!, 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake, 
And his contempt, that did her iudg'ment breake : 
As when a beare hath seiz'cl' her cruel! clawea 
Uppon the carkasse of some beast too weake, 
Pi-oudly stands over, and awhile doth pause ■ 
To heare the piteous beast pleading her plaintiffe^ 



4L "Whom when as Aitegall in that distresse 

By chaunce beheld, he left the bloudy slaughter 
In which lie swam, and ranne to his redresse : 
TThere her assayling fiercely fresh, he raught her 
Such an huge stroke, tliat it of sence distraught* her; 
And, had she not it warded warily, 
It liad depriv'd her mother of a daughter : 
Nathlesse for all the powre she did apply 

It made her stagger oft, and stare wilh ghastly eye. 

45 Like to an eagle, in his kingly pride 

Soring thi-ough his wide empire of the aire, 
To weather* his brode sailes, by chaunce hath spide 
A goshauke, which hath seized for her shai-e 
Uppon some fowle, that should her feast puepare ; 
With dreadfull force he flies at her bylive,^ 
That with his souce, which none enduren dai-e, 
Her from the quarrey he away doth drive. 

And from her griping pounce the greedy prey doili 



1 Sas'd, fastened. * Weiilker, air. 

S Plainliffe, pliuntive. * Bylke, quickly. 

* i)i»(rHujJiJ, depriyed. 
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13 But, soone as she her sence recover'd had, 
She fiercely towards him herselfe gaa dight, 
Through vengeful wrath and sdeignfiiU^ pride 

half mad ; 
For never liad she suffred such deapight; 
But, ere she could iojne hand with him to fight, 
Her warlike maides about her flockt so fast, 
That they disparted them, maugi'e their might, 
And with their troupes did far asunder cast: 

But mongst the rest the fight did undll evening last. 

fli And every while that mighty yron man 
With his strange weapon, never wont'' in warre. 
Them sorely vext, and courst,^ and over-ran, 
And broke their bowes, and did their shooting 

marre, 
That none of all the many once did darre 
Him to assault, nor once approach him nie ; 
But like a sort of sheepe dispersed farre, 
For dread of their devouring enemie, 
Through all the fields and vailies did before him flie, 

45 But when aa daies faire shinie bearae, yclowded 
With fearefull shadowes of deformed nigjit, 
Warn'd man and beast in quiet rest be shrowded, 
Bold Eadigund, with sound of trumpe on hight,' 
Causd a\l her people to surcease from fight ; 
And, gathering them unto her citties gate, 
Made them all enter in before her sight ; 
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And all the wounded, and the weake in state, 
To be convayed in, ere she would once retrate. 

as When thus the field was voided • all away, 
And all things quieted, the Elfin Knight, 
Weary of toile and travel! of that day, 
Causd his pavilion to be richly pight^ 
Before the Rity gate, in open sight ; 
Where he bimselfe did rest in safotyj' 
Together with Sir Terpin, al! that night : 
But Talua usde, in times of ieopardy. 

To keepe a nightly watch for dread of treachery. 

47 But Radigand, fuU of heart-gnawing griefe 
For the rebuke which she sustain'd that day. 
Could take no rest, ne would receive reliefe ; 
But tossed in her troublous minde wliat way 
She mote revenge that blot which on her lay. 
There she resolv'd herselfe in single fight 
To try her fortune, and his force assay. 
Rather then see her people spoUed quight. 

As she had seetie that day, a disaventerous' sight 

46 She called forth to her a trusty mayd. 
Whom she thought fittest for that businesse, 
(Her name was Clarin,) and thus to her sayd : 
" Goe, Damzell, quickly, doe thyselfe addresse 
To doe the message which I shall esjiresse. 
Goe thou unto that stranger Faery Knight, 
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Who ycoster day drove us to such distresse ; 
Tell, that to morrow I with him wil fight, 
And try in equall field whether hath greater might. 

48 " But these conditions doe to him propound ; 
That, if I vanqHishe him, he shall obay 
My law, and ever to my lore ' be bound ; 
And so will I, if me he vanquish may. 
Whatever he shall like to doe or say : 
Goe streight, and fake with thee to witnesae it 
Sixe of thy fellowes of the best array, 
And bears with you both wine and iuncates fit, 

And bid him eate r henceforth he oft shall hungry sit." 

60 The darazell streight obayd ; and, putting all 
In readinesae, forth to the towne gate went; 
Where, sounding loud a trumpet from the wall, 
Unto those warlike knights she warning sent. 
Then Talus, fortli issuing from the tent, 
Unto the wail his way did fearelesse talte. 
To weeten what that trumpets sounding meat : 
Where that same damzell lowdly him bespake, 

Andshew'd that with his lord she would em parlaunce* 
make. 

£1 So he them streight conducted to his lord ; 
Who, as he could, them goodly well did greete, 
Till they had told their message word by word : 

1 Lore, instruction, command. 2 SJmparlimnce, parley. 

XLIX. ^. — HmcifmlkUoftsUlUmngnjdf] Sea Stanza SI. 



.^hyCOOglC 



306 THE FAERIE QTJEENE. 

■VFLich lie accepting well, as lie coulil weete,^ 
Them fairely entertaynd with curt'sies meete, 
And gave tliem gifts and things of deare delight. 
Bo backe againe they homeward turnd their feete ; 
But Artegall himselfe to rest did dight. 
That he mole fresher be against the nest diiies light. 
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CANTO V. 

ArtegiOl fights witli Bndisund, 



I So soone as daj forth dawning from the east 
Nights humid curtaine from the heavens withdrew. 
And earely calling forth both man and beast, 
Comaunded them their daily workes renew ; 
These noble warriors, mindefull to pursew 
The last daies purpose of their vowed fight, 
Themselves thereto preparde in order dew ; 
The KJiight, as best was seeming for a knight^ 
And th' Amazon, as best it !ikt herselfe to diglit ; 

s All in a eamb ^ light of purple silke 
Woven uppon with silver, subtly wrought. 
And quilted uppon sattin white as milke ; 
Trayied with ribbands dtversly distraught,^ 
Like as the workemaa had their courses taught ; 
Which was short tucked for light motion 
Up to her ham ; but, when she list, it raught 



1 I, e. bnt Siii 13 ivraught. 
" OiiB!3, a light, looae roLo. 
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Downe to her lowest heele, and tliereuppoii 
She wore for her defence % majled habergeon,^ 

B And on her legs she painted buskins wore, 
Basted with bends ^ of gold on every side, 
And raailes betiveeue, and laced dose afore ; 
Uppon her thigh her cemitare was tide 
With an embrodered belt of mitkell pride ; 
And on her shoulder hung her shield, bedeckt 
Uppoji the bosse with stenes that shined wide, 
As the feire moone in her moat full aspect ; 
That to the moone it mote be like in each respecL 

i So forth she came out of the citty gate 
With stately port and proud magnificence, 
Guarded with many damzels that did waito 
Uppon her person for her sure defence, 
Playing on shanraes" and trumpets, that from hence 
Their sound did reach unto the heavens hight : 
So forth into the field she marched thence, 
Where was a rich pavilion ready pight* 
Her fo receive, till time they should begin the fight. 

5 Then forth came Artegall out of hia tent, 
All arm'd bs point, and first the lists did enter ; 
Soone after eke came she with fell intent 
And countenaunee fierce, as having fully bent lier 
That battels utmost triall te adventer. 

1 SaAergeoa, Eleeveleas coat of mail. 
2 1, e. trimmed with iawfe sewn on. 
' Bhamiee, pipes like hautboys. 
* Fi'jU, pitched. 
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Tlie lists were dosed fast, fo barre the rout 
From rudely pressing to the middle center ; 
Which in great Iieapes them circled all about, 
Wayting how fortune would resolve that daungerous 
dout. 

e The trumpets sounded, and the field began ; 
With bitter strokes it both began and ended. 
She at the first encounter on him ran 
With furious rage, as if she had intended 
Out of his breast the very heart have rended : 
But he, that had like tempests often tride. 
From that first flaw himselfe right well defended. 
The more she I'ag'd, the more he did abide ; 
She hewd, she foynd,' she lasht, she Itud on every side. 

7 Tet still her blowes he bore, and her forbore, 
Weening at last to win advantage new ; 
Yet still her crueltie increased more. 

And, though powre fai!d,her courage did accrew ^ ; 
Which fayling, he gan fiercely her pursew : 
Like as a smith that to his cunning feat 
The stubbome mettall seeketh to subdew, 
Soone as he feeles it mollifide with heat. 
With his great yrun sledge doth strongly on it beat. 

8 So did Sir Artegall upon her lay, 
As if she had an yron andvile beene. 
That flakes of fire, bright as the sunny ray, 
Out of her steely armes were flashing scene. 



' Fo'jad, pnabud. 
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That all oa fii-e ye would her Kurely weene: 
But with her shield so well herselfe she warded 
From the dread daunger of his weapon keene, 
That all that while her life she safely garded; 
But he that helpe from her againat her will discarded : 

9 For with his trencliant blade at the next blow 
Halfe of her shield he shared quite away, 
That halfe her side itselfe did naked show, 
And thenceforth unto daunger opened way. 
Much was she moved with the mightie sway 
Of that sad stroke, tliat halfe enrag'd she grew ; 
And like a greedie beare unto her pray 
With her sharpe cemitare at him she flew, 

That glauncing downe his thigh the purple blond 
forth drew. 

10 Thereat she gan to triumph with great boast, 
And to upbrayd that chaunce which him misfell, 
As if the prize she gotten had almost, 

"With spightfuU speaches, fitting with her well ; 
That his great hart gan inwardly to swell 
With indignation at her vaunting vaine, 
And at her strooke with puissance fearefull fell ; 
Yet with her shield she warded it againe, 
That shattered all lo peeces round about the plaine. 

11 Having her thus disarmed of her shield, 
Upon her helmet he againe her strooke, 
That downe she fell upon the grassie field 
In sencelesse swoune, as if her hfe forsooke, 
And pangs of death her spirit overtooke : 
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Whom when he saw before his foote prostrated, 
He to her lept with deadly dreadful! looke, 
And her sun-sbynie helmet soone unlaced, 
Thinking at once both head and helmet to have raced.^ 

12 But, when as he discovered had her face, 
He saw, his seases strauDge astonishment, 
A miracle of natures goodly grac« 

In her faire visage voide of ornament. 
But bath'd in bloud and sweat together ment*; 
Which, in the rudenesse of that evill plight, 
Bewrayd the signes of feature excellent; 
Like as the moone, in foggie winters night, 
Doth seeme to be herselfe, though darkned be hei 
light. 

13 At sight thereof his cruell minded hart 
Empierced was with pittifuH regai-d, 

That hia sharpe sword he tlirew from him apart, 
Cursing his hand that had that visage mard ; 
No hand eo cruell, nor no hart so hard,' 
But ruth* of beautie will it mollifie. 
By this, upstarting from her swoiine she star'd 
A while about her with confused eye ; 
Like one that from his dreame is walsed suddenlye. 

14 Soone as the Knight she there by her did spy 
Standing with emptie hands all weaponlesse, 
With fresh assault upon him she did fly. 
And gan renew her former cruelnesse : 

1 Raced, razed, cut off. > JiuSi, pit}-. 

I' Ment, mingled. 
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And though he still retyr'd, yet natheles'ie 
With huge redoubled strokes she on him la} d , 
And more increast her outrage mercilesse, 
The moi-e that he witli meeke nitieatte pi aid 
Her wrathful hand from greedy \engeance to Inve 

is Like as a puttoeke' having spyde in sight 
A gentle faulcon sitting on an hill, 
Whose other wing, dow made unmeete for flight, 
Was lately broken by some fortune ill ; 
The foolish kyte, led with licentious will, 
Doth heat upon the gentle bird in vaine, 

' With many idle stoups her troubling still : 
Even 80 did Eadigund with bootlesse paine 

Annoy this noble knight, and sorely him constraine.^ 

le Nought could he do but shun the dred despight 
Of her fierce wrath, and backward still retyre ; 
And with his single shield,' well as he might, 
Eeare off the burden of her raging yre ; 
And evermore he gently did desyre 
To slay her stroks, and he himselfe would yield : 
Yet iiould ' she hearke, ne let him once respyre, 
Till he lo her delivered had his shield, 

And to her mercie him submitted in plaJae field. 

n So was he 



1 Pulfocie, kite (considered n base kind of hawk). 

* Cmitrnins, bring into a slrait. 

* I. e. bie Bhield aJone. * Nauld, would not. 
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Tet was he iustly damned'- by the doorac 
Of his owne mouth, that spahe so warelesse^ word, 
To be her thrall and service her aiFord: 
For though that he first victorie obtained, 
Yet after, by abandoning his sword, 
He wilfuil lost that he before attayned : 
1^0 fayrer conquest then that with goodwill is gayned.- 

is Tho with her swovd on him she fiatling* sti-ooke, 
In signe of true subiection to her powre, 
And as her vassall him to thraldome fooke : 
But Terpine, borne to' a more unhappy howre, 
As he on whom the lucklesse starres did lowre. 
She causd to be attacht and forthwith led 
0nto the crooke,* t' abide the balefull stowre* 
From which he lately had through reskew fled : 

Where he full shamefully was hanged by the hed. 

19 But, when they thought on Talus hands to lay. 
He with his yron flaile amongst thera thondred, 
Tliat they were fayne to let him scape away. 
Glad fi'om his companie to be so sondred ; 
"Whose presence all their troups so much eneom- 

bred. 
That th' heapes of those wliich he did ivoimd and 

Besides the rest disraayd,' might not be nombred ; 
Tet all that while he would not once assay 
To reskew his owne lord, but thought it iust t' obay. 

1 Damned, condemnad. * Crooke ici-ax), gibbet. 

3 Warekne, unwary. S Simore, peril. 

s FhlSny, with the flat side. « D'lsmu'j'l, disabled. 
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w Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilful! blame. 
And caused him to be disanned quight 
'Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 
With which whylome he gotten had great fame 
Instead whereof she made him to be dight 
In womiina weedes, that is to manhood slianie, 
And put before his lap a napron* white, 

In stead of curiets' and bases fit for fight. 

SI So being clad, she brought him fi-om the field, 
In which he had bene trayned many a day. 
Into a long lai^e chamber, which was sield* 
With monimenls of many knights decay 
By her subdewed in victorious fray : 
Amongst the which she causd his warlike armes 
Be liang'd on high, that mote his shame bewray ; 
And broke hia sword for feare of further barmes. 

With which he wont to stirre up battailous alarmes. 

Si There entred in, 5ie round about Iiim saw 

Many brave knights whose names right well lie knew, 
Thf.re hound t' obay that Amazons proud law. 
Spinning and carding ali in comely rew,'' 
That his bigge hart loth'd so uncomely vew : 
But they were forst, through penurie ^ and pyne, 

2 Qaiels, cuirnss. 6 I. g, fg,. ^ant of food. 

= Skill, ceilstl, 

XX. 0. — Sflses.] Called also twiAM/s, a Itina of petUooat 
worn by kiiishia on horaebaok. For a (iiia specimen, sea Mey- 
riofc's Ancient Amour, Vol. U. Plate 5B. 0. 
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To doe those workes to tliera appointed dew ; 
For nought was given them to sup or djne, 
But what their hands could earae by twisting linnen 

23 Amongst them all she placed hira most low, 
And in his hand a dislaffe to him gave. 
That he thereon should spin both flax and towj 
A sordid office for a mind so brave ; 
So hard it is to be a womans slave I 
Tet he it tooke in his owne selfes despight, 
And thereto did hiraselfe right well behave' 
Her to obay, silh he his fa,ith had pliglit 

Her viissall to become, if she him wonne in fight. 

9* Who had him seene, imagine mote thereby 
That whylorae hath of Hercules bene told, 
How for lolas sake he did apply 
His miglitie hands the dislaffe vile to hold 
For his huge club, which had subdew'd of old 
So many monsters which the world nnnoyed ; 
His lyons skin chaungd to a pall ^ of gold, 
In which, forgetting warres, he onely ioyed 

la combats of sweet love, and with his mistresse toyed. 

Bj Such is the crueltie of wonieufcynd, 

When they have shaken otFthe sham efast band. 
With which wise nature did them strongly bynd 
T" obay the beasts * of mans well-ruling hand, 

1 Behaw, apply. 3 paS, mantle. 8 ffeosis, beliBsls. 

XXIV. 8. — Mo sake.] This ehoald be Omphflle's. H. 
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That then all rule and reason they withstand 
To purchase a licentioas libertie : 
But vertuous women wisely undei-stand, 
That they were borne to base humilitie,* 
Unlesse the heavens them lift to lawfull soveraintie, 

36 Thus there long while continu'd Artegall, 
Serving proud Radigund with true subiection ; 
However it his noble heart did gall 
T" ohay a wonians tyrannous direction, 
That might have had of life or death election : 
But, having clioaen, now he might not chaunge. 
During which time the warlike Amazon, 
Whose waitdring fancie after lust did ramige, 

Gaa cast a secret liking to this captive straunge. 

gj Which long concealing in her covert brest, 
Slie chaw'd the cud of lovers earefull plight ; 
Yet could it not so thoroughly digest. 
Being fast fixed in her wounded sprighl. 
But it tormented her both day and night : 
Yet would she not thereto yeeld free accord 
To serve the lowly vassall of her might, 
And of her servant make her soverayne lord : 

So great her pride, that she such basenesse much 
abhord. 

38 So much the greater still her anguish grew, 
Through stubbome handling' of herlove-siekehart; 
, And still the more she strove it to subdew, 

' I. e. liuml)!o suljordijiHtiou. 2 EancUing, treatmeut. 
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The more slie still angmenf^d her owne smail, 
And wyder made tlie wound of th' hidden darf. 
At last, when long she struggled had in vaine, 
She gan to stoupe, and her proud mind convert 
To meeke obeysance of Loves mightie raine, 
And him entreat for grace that had procnr'd^ he 



, 30 Unto herselfe in secret she did call 

Her nearest handmajd, whom she most did trust, 
And to her said: "Clarinda, wliom of all 
I trust alive, sith I thee fostred first; 
Now is the tune that I untimely must 
Thereof make tryall, in my greatest need! 
It is so hapned that the heavens uniust, 
Spighting my happie freedome, have agreed 
To thrall my looser life,= or my last bale^ to breed." 

30 With that she tum'd her head, as halfe abashed, 
To hide the blush which in her visage rose 
And through hei- eyes like sudden lightning flashed, 
Decking her cheeke with a vei-milion rose : 
But soone she did her countenance compose, 
And, to her turning, thus began againe : 
"This griefes deepe wound I would to thee dis- 

, Thereto compelled through hart-murdring paine ; 
But dread of shame my doubtfull lips doth still re- 
fitraine." 



1 Fmcjir'd, ocoflsioiied. 

= J. e. life free thiin tlie tlu-aMom of love. 
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31 "All! my dcare Dread"'said then the fitiilirull 

" Can dread of ought your dveadlesse iiart withhold, 
That many hath with dread of death dismayd, 
And dare even deathes most dreadfull face behold ? 
Say on, my soverayne Ladle, and be hold : 
Doth not your handmayds life at your foot lie ? " 
Therewith much comforted she gan unfold 
The cause of her conceived makdie ; 
As one that would ctinfesse, yet fiune would it deme. 

32 " Clarin," sayd she, " thou seestyond Fayry Knight, 
Whom not my valour, but his oivne brave mind 
Subiected hath to my unequall might! 

What right is it, that he should thraldome find 
For lending life to me, a wretch unkind, 
That for such good him recompence with ill I 
Therefore I cast" how I may him uabind. 
And by his freedome get hia free goodwill ; 
Yet so, as bound to me he may continue still : 

33 " Bound unto me ; but not with such hard bands 
Of strong compulsion and streight " violence, 
As now in miserable state he stands; 

But with sweet love and sure benevolence, 
Voide of malitioua mind or foule offence : 
To which if tliou canst win him any way 
Without discoverie of my thoughts pretence. 
Both goodly meede of him it pui-chase may, 
And eke with gratefull service me right well apay. 

1 Dread, revered miab'ess. » SlreiijU, rigorouB. 

2 Call, consider. 
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34 " Which that thou mayst the better bring to pas, 
Loe ! here this ring, which shall thy wareant bee 
And token true to old Eumenias, 
From time to time, when thou it best shalt see, 
That in and out thou mayst haye passage free. 
Goe now, Clarinda; well thy wits advise, 
And all thy forces gather unto liee, 
Armies of lovely lookes, and speeches wise, 

With which thou canst even love himselfe to love 
entise." 

ss The trustie mayd, conceiving her intent, 
Did with sure promise of her good indevour 
Give her great comfort and some harls content: 
So from lier parling she thenceforth did labour, 
By all the meanes she might, to curry favour 
With th' Elfin Knight, her ladies best beloved : 
With daily shew of courteous kind behaviour, 
Even at the marke-white of his hart she roved, 

And with wide-glauneing words one day she thus him 
proved : 

38 " Unhappie Knight, upon whose hopelesse state 
Fortune, envying good, hath I'elly frowned. 
And cruel) heavens have heapt an heavy fate ; 
I rew that thus thy better dayes are drowned 
In sad despaire, and all thy senses swowned 



XXXV. 8. — JiSien Hi I'le marhB^whUe of his hnrt she rOBed,] 
TliB batt for arcliery was pi^nt«d withoonoeiitricrings, theinner 
circle being white. Sarmg ia eliooting arcoHa willi an oisvation, 
not point-blaitk. C. 
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In stupid sorow, sith thy iuster merit 
Miglit else have witii felicitie bene crowned : 
Looke up at last, and wake thy dulled spirit 
To thinlie how this long death thou mightest disin- 
herit ' ! " 

31 Much did he marveil at her uncouth^ speadi, 
Whose hidden drift he cm\lA not well perceive ; 
And gan to doubt least she him sought t' appeach 
Of treason, or some guileful! traine * did weave, 
Through which she might his wretched life bereave ; 
Both wliich lo barre, be with this answere met her : 
" Faire Damzell, that with ruth, as I pereeave, 
■ Of my mishaps art mov'd to wish me better, 
For such your Mnd regard I can but rest your det- 



38 " Yet weet ye well, tliat to a courage ' great 
It is no lesse beseeming well to beare 
The storme of fortunes frowne or heavens threat. 
Then in the sunshine of her countenance cleare 
Timely to ioy and carrie comely cheare : 
For though this cloud have now me overc-ast. 
Yet doe I not of better times despeyre ; 
And though (unlike) they should for ever last, 

Yet in my ti-uthes assurance I rest fixed fast." 
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39 " But what so stoiiie mind," she tLen replyde, 
" But if in his owne powre occasion lay, 
Would to his hope a windowe open wjde, 
And to his fortunes heipe make readie way?" 
" TJnwortliy sure," quoth he, « of better day, 
That will not take the offer of good hope, 
And eke pursew, if he atUtine it may." 
Which speaches she applying to the scope 

Of her intent, this further purpose to him shops': 

M " Then why doest not, thou ill-advized man, 
Make meanes to win thy libertie forlorne,^ 
And try if thoa by faire entreatie can 
Move Eadigund ? who though she sliU have worne ° 
Her dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not borne 
Of beares and tygres, nor so salvage mynded 
As that, albe all love of men she scorne, 
She yet forgets that she of men was kynded * : 

And sooth oft scene* that proudest harts base love 
hath blynded." 

41 "Certes, Clarinda, not of cancred will," 
Sayd he, " nor obstinate disdainefull mind, 
I have forbore this duetie io fulfill ; 
For well I may this weene, by that I fynd. 
That she, a queeae and come of princely kyod, 
Both worthie is for to be sewd unto, 
(Chiefely ' by liim whose life her law doth bynd.) 

>■ I. e. shapoa or framed fhis further discourse. 

3 Forloiiie, lost. fi I. e. it is ott seen. 

S Wome, spent. 6 ahfels, especiaUy. 

* Kyiidcd, begotten. 
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And eke of powre her owne doorae to undo, 
And aJs' of princely grace to be inclyn'd thereto. 

45 " But want of meanes hath bene nune oiielj let 
From seeking favour where it doth abound ; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to yourselfe should rest for ever bound, 
And readte to deserve what grace I found." 
She feeling him thus bite upon the bayt, 
Yet doubting least his hold was but unsound 
And not well lastened, would not strike him strayt, 

But drew him on with hope, fit leasure to awayt. 

43 But foolish mayd, whjles heedlesse of the hooke 
She thus oft-times was beating oft' and on, 
Through slippene footing fell into the brooke, 
And there was caught to her confusion : 
For, seeking thus to salve' the Amazon, 
She wounded was with her deeeipts owne dar^ 
And gan thenceforth to cast affeotjon, 
Conceived close in her beguiled hart, 

To Artegall, tlirough pittie of hb causelesse smart. 

M Tet durst she not disclose her fancies wound, 
Ke to himselfe, for doubt of being sdayned,^ 
Ne yet to any other wight on ground,* 
For feare her mistresse shold have knowledge 

gayned ; 
But to herselfe it secretly relay ned 
Within the closet of her covert brest : 

1 5'rfne, lieal- ^ q^ groundy in tli© world. 
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The more thereby her tender hart was pajncd ; 
Yet to awayt fit time she weened best, 
And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts unrest. 

49 One day her ladie, caJling her apart, 
Gan to demaund of her some tydings good 
Touching her loves successe, her lingring smart: 
Therewith she gan at first to change her mood, 
As one adaw'd,' and halfe confused stood ; 
But quickly she it overpast, so soone 
As she her face had wypt to fresh her blood ; 
Tho gan she tell her all that she had donne, 

And all the wayes she sought his love for to have 



4S But sayd, that he was obstinate and sterne. 

Scorning her offers and conditions vaine; 

We would be taught with any termes to lerae 

So food a lesson as to love againe : 

Die rather would he in penurious palne, 

And his abridged dayea in dolour wast, 

Then his foes love or liking entertaine : 

His resolution was, both first and last, 
Ms bodie was her thrall, his hart was freely plast. 

4; Which when the cruell Amazon perceived. 
She gan to storme, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For very fell despight, which she conceived, 
To be so scorned of a base-borne thrall. 
Whose life did lie in her least eye-lids fall ; 

' Athm'd, daunlea. 
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Of which she vow'd with many a cursed threat, 

That she therefore would him ere long forstalL* 

Katlilease, when calmed was her furious heat, 

She chang'd that threatfull mood, and mildly gaii en 



46 " What now is left, Qavinda ? what n 
That we may compasse this our enterprize ? 
Great shame to lose so long employed paines, 
And greater sliame t' abide so great misprize,* 
"With which he dares our offers thus despize : 
Tet that his guilt the greater may appeare, 
And move my gratious mercie by this wize, 
I will a while with his first folly beare, 

Till thou have ti-ide againe, and tempted liim m 



49 " Say and dn all. that may thereto prevaile ; 
Leave nought unpromist that may him perswade, — 
Life, freedoTne, grace, and gifla of great avmle, 
"With whi(;h ihe gods themselves are mylder made: 
Thereto adde art, even womens witty trade, 

The art of mightie words that men can charme, 
With which in case thou canst him not invade, 
Let him feele hardnesse of ihy heavie arme ; 
Who will not stoupe with good shall be made sfoupe 
with harme. 

50 '■ Some of his diet doe from him withdraw ; 
For I him find to be too proudly fed : 



2 Msprisi, contempt. 
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Give ])im more labour, and with streigliter law, 
That he with worke may be forwearied^ ; 
Let him lodge hard, and he iu strawen bed, 
That may pull downe the courage of his pride ; 
And lay upon him, for his greater dread. 
Cold yron cliaioes, with which let him be tide ; 
And let whatever lie desires be him denide. 

51 "When thou hastallthiadoen,thenbringraenen-e8 
Of his demeaae ; thenceforth not like a loTcr, 
But like a, rebell stout, I will him use : 
For I i-esolve this siege not to give over; 
Till I the conquest of my will recover." 
So she departed full of griefe and sdaine. 
Which inly did to great impatience move her ; 
But the faJse mayden shortly tum'd againe 

Unto tie prison, where hey hart did firall ri 



n There ail her subtill nets she did unfold. 
And all the engins of her wit display j 
In which she meant him warelesse^ to enfold. 
And of his innocence to make her pray. 
So cunningly she wrought her crafts assay, 
That both her ladie, and herselfe withall. 
And eko the Knight attonce she did betray ; 
But most the ICnight, whom she with guileful! call 

Did cast" for to allure, into her trap to fall. 

S3 As a bad nurse, which, fayning to receive 
In ber owne mouth the food meet for her chyld, 

■ FrmuBaried, wearieil out, ^ Cmt, devise. 

^ WareUsse, unwary. 
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■Withtoldes it to herselfe, and doetii deceive 
The infant, so for want of nourture spojld ; 
Even so Clarinda her owne dame beguj-id. 
And tum'd the trust which was ia her affyde' 
To feeding of her private fire, which bojld 
Her inward brest and in her eotrajles fijde 
The more that she it sought to cover and to Iijde. 

S4 For, coroming to this huight, she purpose^ iayiied. 
How earnest suit she earst for him had made 
Unto her queene, liis freedoms to have gayned ; 
But by no meanes could her thereto perewade. 
But that instead thereof she sternely bade 
His miserie to be augmented more, 
And many yron bands on him to lade*; 
All which nathlesse she for his love forbora : 

So praying him t' accept her ser 



ss And, more (hen that, she promisE that she 
would, 
In case she might iinde favour in bis eye. 
Devize how to enlarge him out of hould. 
The Fayrie, glad to gaine his hbertie, 
Can* yeeld great thankes for such her curtesie; 
And, with f^re words, fit for the time and place. 
To feede the humour of her maladie, 
Promist, if she would free him from that case. 

He wold, by all good means he might, deserve such 
grace. 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK Y. CANTO V. 327 

es So daily he faire semblant did lier shew, 
Tet never meant he in hia noble mind 
To his owne absent Love to be untrew r 
Ne ever did deceiptfull Clarin find 
In her fiilae hart liis bondage to unbind ; 
But rather how she mote him faster tye. 
Therefore unto her mistresse, most unkind, 
She daiiy (old, her love he did defye ; 

And him she told her dame hia freedome did denye. 

ST Tet thus much friendship she to him did show. 
That his scarse diet somewhat was amended. 
And his worKe lessened, that his love mote grow 
Tet to her dame him still she discommended, 
That she witti him mo(« be the more offended. 
Thus he long while in thraldome there remayned. 
Of both beloved well, but litle frended, 
Until! his owne true Love his freedome gayned: 

Which in an other canto will be best eonlayned. 
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CAKTO VI. 



Of Artegals mishftp ; 
She goes to seeke him; Dolon meaWs, 
Who seekes her to eiitmp. 

1 Some men, I wote, will deemo in Artegal! 
Great weakiiesse, and report of him much i!l. 
For yeelding so himaelfe a wretciied thrall 
To ih' insolent commaund of womens will ; 
That all his former praise doth fowly spill' : 
But he, the man that saj or doe so dare, 
Be well adviz'd Ihat he stand stedfast still ; 
For never yet was wight so well aware, 
But he at first or last was trapt in womens snare. 

2 Tet in the streightnesse of that captive state 
This gentle knight himselfe so well behaved, 
That notwithstanding all the sabtill bait, 
With which those Amazons his love still craved, 
To his owne Love his loiaMe he saved : 
Whose character' in th' adamantine mould 
Of his true hart so firmely was engraved. 
That no new Loves impression ever could 
Bereave it tlience : such blot his honour blemish 
should. 

1 ^iS, Bp(»l. 2 Character, image. 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



3 Yet his owne Love, the noble Britomart, 
Scarse so conceived in her iealous tliouglit, 
"What time sad tydings of liis balefull smart 
In womans bondage Talus to her brought ; 
Brought in untimely houre, ere it was sought : 
For, after that the utmost date assjnde 
For his returne she waited had for nought, 
She gan to cast in her misdoubtfuU mjnde 
A thousand feares, that love-sicko fancies faine^ to 
fynde. 

A Sometime she feared least some hard mishap 
Had him misfalne in his adventurous quest ; 
Sometime least his false foe did him entrap 
In traytrous traine,' or had unwares opprest; 
But most she did her troubled mynd molest, 
And secretly alHict with iealous feare. 
Least some new Love had him from her possest; 
Yet loth she w;is, since she no ill did heare, 
To fhinke of him so ill ; yet could she not forboare. 

3 One whiie she blam'd herselfe ; another whyle 
She him condemn'd as trustlesse and untrew : 
And then, her griefe with errour l» beguyle, 
She fayn'd to count the time againe anew, 
As if before she had not counted trew: 
For houres, but dayes j for weetes that passed were, 

1- Faine, pretend. 2 Ti-aine, snaro. 

Ill, 6. — The trfwKJSI date ossjiiite,] Three months. See Book 
IV. Canto VI. 43. 
V. 6. — For lioiirea, te.] So all the editions. Jlnures and 
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She told but moneths, to make them aeeme moi'e 

kw: 
Yet, when she reokned them still drawing neare, 
Each hour did seeme a monetli, and every moneth a 

yeare. 

6 But, when as yet she saw him. not returne. 

She thought to send some one to seeke him out ; 
But none she found so fit to serve that turne, 
As her owne selfe, to ease herselfe of dout. 
Now she deviz'd, amongst the warlike rout 
Of errant knights, to seeke her errant knight ; 
And then againe j-esolv'd to hunt him out 
Amongst loose ladies lapped in delight ; 
And then both knights envide, and kdics eke did 
spight. 

7 One day whenas she long had sought for ease 
In eveiy place, and every place thought best, 
Tet found no place that could her liking please, 
She to a window came, that opened west, 
Towards which coast her Love his way addrest ; 
There looking forth shee in her heart did find 
Many vaine fancies working her unrest ; 

And sent lier winged thoughts more s^vift then wind 
To beare unto her Love the messt^e of her mind. 

mme/Iis in th«!0 two lines appenr to hBve olianged places bj mis- 
take of llie printer. Wa should probably rend; 

" For cionetts, but dayes ; for weekas that passed were 
She Duld but Iwures." C. 
Vn. E. - Towards u'hkh conil.} That is, as Cliuich suggests, 
towards Irolaad. C, 



.^hyGooglc 



8 There as slie looked long, at last she spide 
One comming towards her wiLk hasty speede ; 
"Well weend she then, ere him she plaine descride, 
That it was one sent from her Love indeede : 
Who when he nigh approcht, shee mote arede ^ 
That it was Talus, ArtegaU his^ groome : 
Whei'eat her heart was lild witli hope and dvede ; 
Ne would she stay till he in place could come, 

But ran to meete him forth to know his tidings somme. 

9 Eyen in the dore hira meeting, she begun : 
"And where is he thy lord, and how far hence ? 
Declare at once ; and hath he lost or wun ?" 
The yron man, albe he wanted senoe 

And sorrowes feeling, yet, with conscience^ 
Of his il! newes, did inly chill and quake. 
And stood still mute, as one in great suspence ; 
As if that by his silence he would make 
Her rather reade his meaning then hhnselfe it spake. 

m Tdi she againe thus sayd : " Talus, be bold, 
And tell whatever it be, good or bad. 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent dotli hold.*" 
To whom he thus at length : "The tidings sad. 
That I would hide, will needs, 1 see, be rad,* 
My Lord, your Love, by hard mishap doth lie 
In wretched bondage, wofully bestad." 
" Ay me," quoth she, " what wicked destinie 1 

And is he vanquisUt by hb tyrant enemy ? " 
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11 "Not by that tyrant, his intended foe; 
But by a tymnnease," he then replide, 
" That him eaptived hath in haplesse woe." 
" Cease, thou bad newes-man ; badly doest thou hide 
Thy meters shame, in harlots bondage tide ; 
The rest luyselfe too readily can spell.'- " 
With that in rage she turn'd from him aside, 
Forcing in vaine the rest to her to tell ; 

And to her eliamber went like soliUry cell. 

13 There she began to niaJte her monefull plaint 
Against her knight for being 30 imtreiv ; 
And him to touch with falshoods fowle attwnt, 
That all his other honour overthrew. 
Oft did she blame herselfe, and often rew, 
For yeelding to a straungers iove so light, 
Whose life and mannei-s straunge she never knew , 
And eyermore she did him sharpely twight* 

For breach of faith to her, which he had flrmely plight. 

E3 And then she in her wrathfull will did cast 
How to revenge that blot of honour blent,' 
To fight with him, and goodly die her last : 
And then s^ine she did herselfe torment. 
Inflicting on herselfe his punishment. 
A while she walkt, and chauft'; awhile she threw 
Herselfe uppon her bed, and did lament : 



XI. l. — Xiitiyth<U Ti/mnL] Grantorto. 
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Yet did she not lament with loude alew, 
43 women wont, but with lieepe sighes an 



14 Like as a wayward cliilJe, wliose sounder slcope 
la broken witli some fearefuU dreames affriglit, 
With ftoward will doth set himselfe to weepe, 
!Ne can be stild for all hia nuraea might. 

But kicks, and squak, and shriekes for fell despight; 
Now scratching her, and her loose locks misusing, 
M^ow seeking darkenease, and now seeking light, 
Then craving aucke, and then the sucke refusing: 
Such waa thia ladies fit in her Loves fond accusing. 

15 But when she had with such unquiet fits 
Herselfe there close' aflicted long in vaine, 
Tet found no easement in her troubled wita, 
She unto Talus forth return-'d agmne, 

By change of place seeking to ease her paine ; 
And gan enquire of him with mylder mood 
The certiMne cause of Artegals detaine, 
And what he did, and in what slate he stood. 
And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo'd. 

16 " Ah weil-away ! " sayd then the yron man, 
" That he is not the while in siate to woo ; 

But lies in wretched ihraldome, weake and wan. 
Wot by strong hand compelled thereunto. 
But his owne doome, that none can now nndoo." 
" Sayd I not then," quoth shee, " erwhile aright, 

1 AleiB, halloo, outcry. s Close, sacrallj. 

* Siayalfi (smguUm), sobs. 
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That this is things compacte betwixt you two, 
Me to deceive of faith unW me plight, 
^ince lliat he was not forst, nor overcome in fight? 



17 With that he gaii at large to her dilate 
The whole discourse of his captivance sad, 
In sort as ye have heard the same of late : 
All which when she with hard enduraunce bad 
Heard to the end, she was right sore bestad, 
With sodainestounds* of wrath and griefeatfone^; 
Ne would abide, till she had aunswere made; 
But streight herselfe did dight, and armor don. 

And mounting to her steede bad Talus guide her on. 

IS So forth she rode uppon her ready way. 
To seeke her knight, as Talus her did guide : 
Sadly she rode, and never word did say 
Nor good nor bad, ne ever lookt aside, 
But still right downe ; and in her thoiiglit did hide 
The felnesse of her heart, right fully bent 
To fierce avengement of that womans pride, 
Which had her lord in her base prison pent. 

And so great honour with so fowie reproch had blent, 

19 So as she thus maJancholicke did ride, 

Chawing the cud of griefe and inward paine. 
She chaunst to meete toward the even-tide 
A Knight, that softly paced on the plaine, 
As if himselfe to solace he were fwne ; 
Well shot^ in yeares he seem'd, and rather hent 

1 SloKndi, paroxysms, ' STtul, shot up, grown up. 



.^hyGooglc 



To peace then needlesae trouble lo constraiae ; 
As well by view of that hU vestiment, 
As by his modest semblant, that no evill merit. 

so He comming neare gaa gently her salute 
"With eurleous words, in the most comely wize , 
"Who though desirous rather to rest mute, 
Then termes to entertaine of common guize, 
Yet rather then she kindnesse would despize, 
She would herselie displease, So him requite,^ 
Then gan the other further to devize 
Of things abrode, as next to hand did ligjit, 

And many tilings demaund, to which she answer'd 
hght: 

SI For little lust ^ had she to ta,lke of ought, 
Or ought to heare that mote delightfull bee ; 
Her minde was whole possessed of one tliought, 
That gave none other place. Which when as hee 
By outward signes (as weU he might) did see, 
He list no lenger to use lothfuU speaeh, 
But her besought to lake it well in gree," 
Sith shady dampe had dirad the heavens reach,* 

To lodge with him that niglit, unles good cause em- 
peach.^ 

33 The Champiouesse, now seeing nigiit at dore. 
Was glad lo yeeld unto his good request; 
And with him went without g^ne-saying more. 

t Raitdte, forrejoif, requited. * Reach, extent ( Ger. hlmmdrekJi). 
2 LaO, inclinaljon. e Empeach, prerent, 

s 7b gree, ia liking. 
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Not farre away, but little wide ' by west, 
His dwelling was, to whick lie him addrest ; 
"Where soone arriving, they received were 
In seemely wise, as them beseemed best ; 
For he their host them goodly well did cheare. 
And lalk't of pleasant tilings the night away to weare, 

5i Thus passing th' evening well, till time of rest. 
Then Bi-itomart uQto a bowre* was brought; 
Where groomes awayted her Ki have undrest . 
But she ne would undressed be for ought, 
Ne doffe her armes, though he her much besought 
For she had vow'd, she sayd, not to forgo 
Those warlike weedes, till she revenge had wrought 
Of a late wrong uppon a mortall foe ; 

Which she would sure peiforme, betide her wele or 



ai Which when their host perceiv'd, right discontent 
In minde he grew, for feare least by that ail,' 
He should his purpose misae, which close* hement: 
Yet, taking leave of her, he did depart : 
There all that night remained Britomart, 
Restlesce, recomfbrtlesse, with heart deepe grieved, 
Not suffering the least twinckling sleepe to start 
Into her eye, which th' heart mote have relieved j 

But if the least appear'd, her eyes she atreight * re- 
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3s " Te guilty eyes," sayd she, " the which with guyle 
My heart at first hetrayd, will ye betray 
My life now to, for which a httle whyle 
Ye will not watch ? False watches, well-away ! 
I wot« when ye did watch both night and day 
Unto your losse; and now needes will ye sleepe ? 
Now ye have made my heart to wake alway. 
Now will ye sleepe ? ah ! wake, and rather weepe 

To tbinke of your nights want, that should yee wak- 
ing kecpe. 

26 Thus did she watch, and weare the weary night 
In waylfuU plaints, that none was to appease ; 
Now walking soft, now sitting still nprighf, 
As sundry chaunge her seemed best to ease. 
Ne lesse did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze 
His eye-lids sad, but watcht continually, 
Lying without her dore in great disease ' ; 
Like to a spaniel] wayting carefully 

Least any should betray his Lady treacherously. 

27 What time the native belman of the night, 
The bird that warned Peter of his fall. 
First rings bis silver bell t' each sleepy wight. 
That should their mindes up to devotion call, 
She heard a wondrous noise below the hall : 
All sodainely the bed, where she should lie, 
By a false trap was let adowne to fall 
Into a lower roome, and by and by 

The loft* was raysd againe, that no man could it soie. 
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29 With sight whereof sho was djsmayd right sore, 
Perceiving well the treason whieli was jnent ; 
Tet aiirred not at aU for doubt of more, 
But kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what wonid ensue of that event. 
It was not long before she heard the sound 
Of armed men comming with close intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadful! stound ' 

She quickly caught her sword, and shield about her 
bound. 

aa With that there came outo her chamber dore 
Two knights all armed ready for to fight ; 
And after them full many other more, 
A. raakall raut,^ with weapons rudely dight' : 
Whom soone as Talus apide by glims ' of night, 
He started up, there where on ground he lay, 
And in iiis hand his thresher ready keight^ : 
They, seeing tliat, let drive at him streightway. 

And round about him preace* in riotous aray. 

80 But, soone as he began to lay about 

Whh his rode yron flaile, they gan to file, 
Both armed knights and eke unarmed rout : 
Tet Talus after them apace did pUe, 
"Wlierever in ihe darke he could them spie ; 
Tliat iiere and there like scattred sheepe they 

Then, backe returning where his dame did lie, 



Stomil, exigency. 


1 Glimt, gleams. 


■■ Rmlaia tvul. bnae multitnde. 


S Kfiykl, caught. 


■ Dlyld, furjiiahed. 


e Preace, press. 
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He to her told the story of that fray, 
Aud all that treason tliere intended did bewray. 

31 "Wherewitli tliougli wondrous wroth, and inly burn- 
ing 
To be avenged for so fowie a deede, 
Yet, being tbrst to abide the daiea returning, 
She there remain'd ; but with right wary heede, 
Least any more such practise sliould proceede. 
Now mole ye know (that which to Britomart 
Unknowen was) whence all this did proceede ; 
And for what cause so great mischievous smai't 

Was ment to Jier that never evill ment in hart. 

)S The goodman' of this house was Dolon^ hight; 
A man of subtill wit and wicked minde, 
Tliat vsliiiome in his youth had bene a knight. 
And armes Imd borne, but little good could finde, 
And much lesse honour by that warlike kinde 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous, 
But with slie shiftes and wiles did* onderminde 
All noble knighia which were adveuturpus, 

And many brought to shame by treason treacherous. 

SI He had three sonnes, all three hke fathers sonnes, 
Like treacherous, iike full of fraud and guile, 
01' all that on tills earthly compasse wonnes* : 
The eldest of the which was slaine erewhile 
By Ai-tegal!, through his owne guilty wile ; 
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Hia name was Guizor ; whose untimely fate 
For to avenge, full many treasons vUe 
His father Dolon had deviz'd of late 
With these hia wicked sons, and shewd Iiia cankred 
hate. 

3j For sure he weend that this his present guest 
Was Artegall, hy many tokens plaine ; 
But chiefly by that yron p^e he ghesf. 
Which still was wont with Artegall remains ; 
And tlierefore ment him surely to have slaiue : 
But by Gods grace, and her good heedinesse, 
She was preserved from their traytroua tr^ne.* 
Thus she ail night wore out in watehfulnesse, 

Ne suffi-ed slolhfull sleepe her eyelids to oppressc- 

S5 The morrow next, so sopne as dawning houre 
Discovered had the light to living eye. 
She forth yasew'd out of her loathed bowre," 
With full intent t' avenge that villany 
On tliat vilde' man and ali his family : 
And,comming down toseeke them where they wond, 
!Nor sire, nor sonnes, nor any could she spie ; 
Each rowme she sought, but them all empty fond : 

They all were fledibr feare ; but whether, netlier kond 

36 She saw it vaine to make there lenger stay. 

But tooke ber steedo ; and, thereon mounting light, 



XXXIII. 6. — ffisnomeiuns Guisor] This 
eyiU guize," slniii by Avtegal in tlie second cai 



.^hyGooglc 



BOOK. V. CANTO TI. 341 

Gan her addresse unto iier former way. 
She had not rid the mountenance of a flight,' 
But that she saw there present ia her sight 
Those two false brethren on that perillous bridge, 
On which Pollente with Artegall did fight. 
Streiglit^ was the passage, like a ploughed ridge, 
Thai, if two met, the one mote needes fall over the 
lidge.* 

m There they did thinke themselves on her to wrealte ; 
Who as she nigh unto them drew, the one 
These vile reproches gan unto her speake : 
" Thou recreant faJse trajtor, that with lone* 
Of armes hast knighthood stolne, yet knight art 

No more shall now the darbenesse of the night 
Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone: 
But with thy bloud thou shalt appease tlie spright 
Of Guizor, by thee slaine and murdred by thy 
slight." 

33 Strange were the woi-ds in Brilomartis eare ; 
Yet stayd she not for them, but forward fared,= 
Till to the perillous bridge she came ; and there 
Talus desu-'d that he might have prepared 
The way to her, and those two losels* scared : 
Bat she therealt was wroth, that for despight 
The glauncing sparkles through her bever glared. 



' Loae, lotin, boiTOwing. 

6 Vared, went. 

* Losili, good-for-nothinga. 
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And from her eies did flash out flery light, 
Like coles that through a, silver censer sparkle briglit. 

39 She sfajd not to advise which way to take ; 
But, patting spurres unto her fiery beast, 
Thorough the midst of them she way did make. 
The one of them, which most her wratli increast, 
tJppon her speare she bore before her breast, 
Till to the bridges further end she past ; 
Where falling downe his challenge he releast ; 
The other overside the bridge she cast 

Into tlie river, where he drunke his deadly last. 

io Aa when the flashing levin* haps to light 

Uppon two stubborne oakts, which stand so neare 
That way betwixt thera none appeares in sight ; 
The engin, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 
Th' one from the earth, and through the aire doth 

The other it with force doth overthrow 
Uppon one side, and from his rootes doih reare : 
So did tbe Championesse those two there strow. 
And to their sire their carcasses left to bestow. 
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BritDDiart comes to Isia Church, 
Where shee strange visions sees : 

She HgUts with Badigund, her siaies, 
And Artegitii thence tiees. 



I NouailT is on earth more sa<:red or divine, 
That gods and mea doe equally adore, 
Then this same vertue that doth right define . 
For th' lievens theraseiet'es, whence mortal men 

Eight ia their wrongs, are rul'd by righteous lore 
Of highest love, who doth true iustice deale 
To hia inferiour gods, and evermore 
Therewith containes '■ his heavenly commonweale : 
The skill whereof to princes hearts he doth reveale. 

s Well therefore did the antique world invent 
That lustice was a god of soveraine grace, 
And altars unto him and templed lent, 
And heavenly honours in the highest place ; 
Calling him great Osyris, of the race 
Of th' old iEgyptian kings that whylome were ; 
"With fayned colours shading^ a true case ; 
For that Osyris, whileat he lived here. 
The iustest man alive and truest did appeare. 
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3 His wife was Isis; whom they likewise made 
A goddesse of great powre and soverainty, 
And in her person cunningly did shade 
That part of iustice which is equity, 
Whereof I have to treat here presently : 
Unto whose temple when -as Bi-itomart 
Arrived, slice with great humihty 

Did enter in, ne would that night depart ; 
But Talus mote not be admitted to her part. 

4 There she received was in goodly wize 
Of many priests, which ducly did attend 
Uppon the rites and daily sacrifize, 

All clad in linneii i^bea with silver hemd ; 
And on their heads with long locks comely kemd* 
They wore rich mitres shaped liise the moone, 
To shew that Isia doth the moone portend ; 
Like as Osyris signifies the sunne : 
For that they both like race in equall iustice^ runne. 

a The Championesse them greeting, as she could/ 
"Was thence by them into the temple led ; 
Whose goodly building when she did behould 
Borne uppon stately pillours, all dispved 
With shining gold, and arched over bed, 
She wondred at flic workemans passing skill, 

' Keiad, combad. a I. e. as slie well knew how. 



IV. 6.— Tl^ffi long fccts.] The EgypUaii 
"wIiIIb tlie Jtmsh pi-iasta, as Upton remarks, 
shave thdr heads. C. 
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"Whcee like before ste never saw nor red ; 
And thereuppon long while stood gaaing still. 
But thought that she thereon could never gaze her fill. 

6 Thenceforlh unto the idoU' tliey her brought; 
The which was framed all of silver fine, 

So welJ as could with cunning hand be wrought, 
And clothed all in gai-ments made of line,^ 
Hemd all about with fringe of silver twine : 
Uppon her head she wore a crowne of gold ; 
To shew that she had powre in thinga divine : 
Aad at hei" feete a crocodile was rold, 
That with her wreathed taile her middle did enfold. 

7 One foote was set uppon the crocodile, 
And on the ground the other fest did stand ; 
So meaning to supprease both forged guile 
And open force : and in her other Iiand^ 

She stretched forth a long white sclender wand. 
Such was the goddesse : whom when Bi-itoniai^; 
Had long beheld, herselfe uppon (he land' 
She did prostrate, and with right humble hart 
Unfo herselfe her silent prayers did impai-t. 

s To which the idoll as it were inclining. 
Her wand did move with amiable looke, 
By outward shew her mward sence desining^r 
Who weU perceiving how her wand she sliooke, 
It as a token of good fortune fooke. 
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By this the day with dampe was overcast, 
And ioyous light the house of love forsooke : 
Which when she saw, her helmet she unlaste, 
And by the allai-s side herselfe to slumber plaste. 

9 For other beds the priests there used none, 
But on their mother Earths deare lap did lie, 
And bake'- their sides uppon the cold hard stone, 
T" enure themselves to sutferaunce thereby, 
And proud rebellious flesh to mortify : 
For, by the vow of their religion, 
They tied were to stedfaat chastity 
And continence of life ; that, all forgon, 
They mote the better tend lo their devotion, 

10 Therefore they mote not taste of fleshly food, 
Ne feed on ought the which doth bloud con 

Ne drinke of wine ; for wine they say is blood, 
Even the bloud of gyanis, which were slaine 
By thundring love in the Phlegrean pliune : 
For which the Earth, (as they the story tell,) 
Wroth with the gods, which to perpetuall paine 



X. 1. — Not Insleo/feilihj fond.} The priesla of Isis aliatained 
(mm the Uesh of sheep and swine, and frnm fisli. Thej- t^sed 
wine but eparhiglj', and evan their kings (who were also priests) 
were not used to drink it nt all before Peummitichus, or to employ 
it in the way of oblatJon, regarding it as the blood of those who 
Imd in ancient times waged war against the gods. FluCarcIi, Isis 
and Osiris (oiled by Jortin). C. 
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Had damn'd'^ her sonnos wliicli gainst theia did 
rebell, 
With inward gnefe and malice did against tliem swell; 

11 And of tbeir vitall bloud, the which was shed 
Into her pregnant txisome, fortli she brought 
The fruitfuil vine ; whose liquor blouddy red, 
Having the mindes of men with fury fraught, 
Mote in them stirre up old rebellious thought 
To make new warre against the gods againe : 
Such is the powre of that same fruit, that nought 
The fell contagion may thereof reatraine, 

Ne within reasons rule her madding mood contdne. 

13 There did the warlike maide herselfe repose. 
Under the wings of Isis all that night ; 
And with svveete rest her heavy eyes did close. 
After that long daies toile and weaiy plight : 
Where whilest her earthly parts with soft delight 
Of sencelcpse sleepe did deeply drowned lie, 
There did appeare unto her heavenly spright 
A wondrous vision, which did close implie^ 

The course of all her fortune and posteritie. 

u Her seem'd, as she was doing saciifize 
To Isis, deckt Hitli mitre on her hed 
And linnen stole, aftei Ihose priestes ^uize. 
All sodainely she saw transfigured 
Her linnen stole to robe of scailet red 

1 Dainii'd, oondemned. ^ CUae iii^ie, eocretlj infold. 
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And mooue-lifee mitre to a crowne of gold ; 
That even she herselfe much wondered 
At such a chaunge, and ioyed to behold 
Herselfe adom'd with gems and iewels manifold. 

14 And, in tlie midst of her felicity, 

An hideous tempest seemed from below 
To I'ise through all the temple sodainely, 
Tliat from the altar all ahout did h!ow 
The holy fire, and all the embers strow 
Uppon the ground j which, kindled privilj'. 
Into outragious flames unwares did grow. 
That all the temple put in ieopardy 
Of flaming, and heraelfe in great perplexity. 

15 "With that the crocodile, which sleeping lay 
Under the idols feel« in fearelesse bowre," 
Seem'd to awake in horrible dismay. 

As being troubled with that stormy stowre^ ; 
And, gaping greedy wide, did streight devoure 
Both flames and tempests with which groiven great, 
And swolne willi pride of his owne peerelesse 

powre, 
He gan to threaten her likewise to eat ; 
But that the goddesse with her rod him bat^ke did 

beat. 

IS Tho, turning all his pride to huniblesse mecke, 
Himselfe before her feete he lowly threw, 
And gan for grace and love of her to seeke : 
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"Which slie acceptmg, he so neare lier drew 
That of hia game she soone enwombed grow, 
Aiid fortli did bring a lion of great might, 
That shortly did all other beasts subdew : 
"With that she waited full of fearefuU friglit, 
And doubtfully dismajd Ihrougk that so uncouth* 



17 So thereuppon long while she musing lay. 
With thousand thoughts feeding her fanlasie ; 
TTntili she spide the lampe of lightsome day 
Up-lifted in the porch of heaven hie : 
Then up she rose, fraught with melancholy, 
And forth into the lower parts did pas, 
Whereas the priestes she found full busily 
Abont their holy things for morrow mas ; 

Whom she saluting faire, faire re'^aluted was : 

13 But, by the change of her uucheaietul! looke, 
They might perceive she was not wfll m plight. 
Or that some pensivenesse to heart she tooke ; 
Therefore thus one of them, who seem'd in sight 
To be the greatest and the gravest wight, 
To her bespake : " Sir Knight, it seemes to me 
That, thorough evill rest of this last night, 
Or ill apayd'' or much dismayd ye be ; 

That by your change of cheare is easie for to see." 

39 " Certes," sayd she, " sith ye so well have spide 
The troublous passion of my pensive mind, 
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I will not seeke the same from you to hide ; 
But will my cares unfolde, in hope to find 
Your aide to guide me out of errour blind." 
" Say on," quoth he, " the secret of your hart : 
For, by the holy vow which me dolh bind, 
I am adiur'd best counsel! to impart 
To all that shall require my comfort in their smart." 

30 Then gan she to declare the whole discourse 
Of all that vii*ion which to her appeard, 
As well as to her minde it had recourse.^ 
All which when he unto the end had heard. 
Like to a wealte, faint-hearted man he fai-ed,* 
Through great astonishment of that strange sight ; 
And, with long locks up-standing, stiily stared 
Like one adawed' with some dreadfuil spright : 

50 fild with heavenly fury, thus he her behigbt' : 

51 "Magnificke Virgin, that in queint disguise 
Of British arraes doest maske thy i-oyall blood. 
So to pursue a perillous emprize; 

How couldst thou weene, through that disguized 

To hide thy state from being understood ? 
Can from th' immortall gods ought hidden bee ? 
They doe thy linage, and thy lordly brood, 
They doe thy sire lamenting sore for thee, 
They doe thy Love forlorne in womens thraldome see. 
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aa " The end whereof, and all the long event, 
They doe to thee in this same dreaaie discover: 
For that same crocodile doth represent 
The righteous knight that is thy faithfuU lover, 
Like to Osyris in all iust endever ; 
For that same crocodile Osyris is, 
That under Isis feete doth sleepe for ever ; 
To shew that elemenee oft, in things amis, 

Eestraines those sterne beliests and eriieli doomes of 

33 " That tnight shal! all tlie troublous stormes aa 
swage 
And raging flames, that many foes shall reare^ 
To hinder thee from the iust heritage 
Of thy sires crowne, and from thy countrey deare: 
Then shalt thou take him (o thy loved fere, 
And ioyne in equall portion of thy realme : 
And afterwards a sonne to him shait beare, 
That lion-like shall shew his powre extreame. 

So blesse thee God, and give thee ioyance of tliy 
dream e ! " 

21 All which when slie unto the end had heard, 
■ She much was eased in her ti'oublous, thought. 
And on those priests bestowed rich reward ; 
And royall gifts of gold and silver wrought 
She for a present to their goddesse brought. 
Then taking leave of them, she forward went, 
To seeke her Love, where he was to be sought. 
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Ne i-ested till she came without relent^ 
TTnto the land of Amazons, as she was bciit- 

35 Wliereof when newes to Eadiguud was brought, 
Not with amaze, aa women wonted bee, 
Sie was confused in her troubloua thought. 
But tild with courage and with ioyous glee. 
As glad to heare of arraes, the which now she 
Had long surceaat, she bad to open^ bold. 
That she the face of her new foe might see : 
But when they of that yron man had told, 

Whicli late her folke had slaine, she bad them forth 
to hold.* 

M So there without the gate, as seemed best, 
She caused her pavilion be pight'; 
In which stout Britomart herselfe did rest. 
Whiles Talus watched ^ the dore all night 
All night likewise they of the towne in fright 
Uppon their wall good watch and ward did keepe. 
The moiTOW next, so soone as dawning liglit 
Bad doe away the dampe of drouzie sleepe, 

The wai-like Amazon out of her bowre^ did peepe; 

21 And caused streight a trumpet loud to shrill, 
To warne her foe to battell soone be prest^; 
"Who, long before awoke, (for she ful iU 
Could sleepe all night, that in unquiet brest 
Did closely harbour such a iealous guest,} 

1 jielinl, (lelaj-. * Pight, pitched. 

*I. «, tliB gates. 5 imjrc, chamber. 

8 IMl, march. 6 Presl, rendy. 
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Was to the battell whilome ^ ready dight. 
Eftsoonea that warriouresse with liaughty crest 
Did forth issue, all ready for the fight ; 
On th' other side her foe appeared soone in sight. 

3S But, ere they reared hand, the Amazone 
Began the streight conditions to prox>ound, 
With wbich she used still to tye her fone,^ 
To serve her so, as she the rest had bound : 
Which when the other heard, she sternly frownd 
For high disdaine of such indignity, 
And would no lenger treat, but bad them sound : ' 
For her no other termes should ever tie 

Then what prescribed were by lawes of chevalrie. 

29 The trumpefs sound, and they together run 
With greedy rage, and with their faulchins sraot; 
Ne either sought the others strokes to shun. 
But through great fury both their skill forgot, 
And praclicke ° use in armes ; ne spared not 
Their daiaty parts, which nature had created 

So faire and tender without stmne or spot 
For other uses then they them translated ; 
Which they now hackt and hewd as if such use they 

30 As when a tygre and a lionesse 

Are met at spoyling of some hungry pray. 
Both challenge ' it with equal! greedinesse : 
But first the tygre clawed thereoa did lay ; 
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35i THE rABKIB QUEENE. 

And tlierefore, lott to loose her right away, 
Doth in defence thereof full stoutly stond : 
To which the lion strongly doth gainesay, 
That she to hunt the beast first tooke in hond, 
And therefore ought it have where ever she it fond. 

ai Full fiercely layde the Amazon about, 
And dealt her blowes unmercifully sore ; 
Which Britomart withstood with courage stout, 
And them repaide againe with double more. 
■So long they fought, that all Ihe grassie flore 
Was fiid with bioud which from their sides did flow, 
And gushed through their armes, that all in gore 
They trode, and on the ground their lives did strow, 

Like fruitles seede, of which untimely deatii should 

85 At last proud Eadigund, with fell despight. 
Having by chaunce espide advantage neare, 
Let drive at her with all her dreadfull might, 
And thus upbrayding said : " This token beare 
Unto the man whom thou doest love so deare ; 
And tell him for his sake thy life thou gavest," 
■\Vliich Bpitefull words she sore engriev'd to heore, 
Thusanawer'd: " Lewdly-^ thou my love depravest,* 

Who shoi'tly must repent that now so vmnely bravest" 

3s Nath'lesse that stroke so cruel! passage found, 
That, glauncing on her shoulder-plate, it bit 
Unto the bone, and made a griesly wound, 

1 Lacdhj, imiiiideritly. " Depraveil, defiimest. 
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That she hei- shield through ra^ng smart of it 
Could scarse uphold ; yet soone she it requit : 
For, having force increast through furious paine, 
She her so rudely on tiie helmet smit, 
That it empierced to the veiy hraine, 
And her proud person low prostrated on the plaine. 

34 Wliere being layd, the wrothfull Britonesse 
Stajd not till she came to herselfe againe ; 
But in revenge both of her Loves distresse 
And her late vile reproch, though vaunted vaine, 
And also of her wound, which sore did paine, 
She with one stroke both head and helmet cleft: 
Which di-eadfull sight when all her warlike traine 
There present saw, each one, of sence bereft, 

Fled fast into the towne, and her sole victor left. 

is But yet so fast they could not home retrate, 
But that swift Talus did the formost win ; 
And, pressing through the preace' unto the gate, 
Pelmeli with them attonee did enter in : 
There then a piteous slaughter did begin ; 
For ail that ever came within his reach 
He with his yron dale did thresh so thin, 
That he no worke at ail left for the leach ; 

Like to an hideous sCorme, which nothing may em ■ 

36 And now by this the noble conqueresse 
Herselfe came in, her glory to partake ; 

■ Freaee, press. a £mpea.S, liinder. 
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35G inii FAERIE QUEENE. 

■\Vhere, tliougli revengefull vow slie did professe, 
Yet, when she saw the heapes which he did make 
Of slaaghtred carliaases, her heart did quake 
For very ruth, which did it ahnost rive, 
That she his fury willed him lo slake: 
For else he sure had leh not one alive; 
But all, ia his revenge, of spirits '■ would deprive, 

87 Tho, when she had his execution stayd, 
She for that yron prisoo did enquire, 
In which her wretched Love was captive layd: 
"Which breaking open with indignant ire. 
She entred into all the partes entire^ ; 
Where when she saw that lothly uncouth sight 
Of men disguiz'd in womanishe attire, 
Her heart gan grudge' for very deepe despight 

Of so unmanly maske in misery miadight.^ 

S8 At last when as to her owne Love she came, 
Whom hke disguize no lease deformed had, 
At sight thereof abash t with secrete shame, 
She turnd her head aside, as nothing glad 
To have beheld a spectacle so bad ; 
And then too well beleev'd that which tofore 
lealous suspect as true untruely drad*: 
Which vaine coneeipt now nourishing no more, 

She sought with ruth to salve his sad misfortunes 



1 ^rite, breath. 

3 Gmdije, grow iiiaignant. 
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BOOK V. CANTO VII. 357 

39 Not SO great wonder and astonishment 
Did tlie most cliast Penelope possesse, 
To see her lord, that was reported drent* 
And deail long since in dolorous distresse, 
Come home to her in piteous wretchednesae, 
After long travell of full twenty yeares ; 
That she knew not his favours likelynesse,' 
For many scarrea and many hoary hearea ; 

But stood longstaringon him mongst uncertaine leares. 

JO "Ah! my dearelord, what sight iathia?" quoth she; 

"What May-game' hath misfortune made of you? 

"Where is that dreadful] manly looke ? where be 

Those mighty palmes, the which ye wont t' embrew 

In bloud of kings, and great hoastes to subdew? 

Could ought OR earth so wondroua change have 
wrought, 

As to have robde you of that manly hew ? 

Could so great courage stouped have to ought ? 
Tlien farewell, fleshly force ; I see thy pride is nought I " 

41 Theucefoi'tlishestreight intoabowre* liim brought, 
And causd him those uncomely weedes undight; 
And in their ateede for other payment aoaght, 
Whei-eof there was gi-eat store, and armors bright, 
Which had bene reft from many a noble knight, 
Whom that proud AmaEon aubdewed had, 
Whilest fortune favourd her auccesse in fight ; 
In which when as she him anew had clad, 

She was reviv'd, and ioyd much in his semblance glad. 
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ii So there a while they afterwards remiUDeiJ, 
Him to refresh, and her late wounds lo heale : 
During which space she there as princess i-ained ; 
And, changing all that forme of commoii-weale, 
The liberty of women did repeale. 
Which they had long iiaurpt ; and, them restoring 
To mens stibiection, did true iustice dealt! : 
That all they, as a goddesse her adoring, 

Her wisedome did admire, and hearkned to her lor- 



i3 For all those knights, which long in captive shad* 
Had shrowded bene, she did from thraldtane free ; 
And magistrates of all tliat city made, 
And gave to them great living and large fee*: 
And, Ihat they should for ever faithfuU bee, 
Made them sweare feaity to Artegall : 
Who when himselfe now well recar'd did see. 
He purposd to proceed, whatpo befall, 

Uppoti his first adventure which him forth did calL 

44 Full sad and aorrowfull was Biitoroart 
For hia departure, her new cause of griefe ; 
Tet wisely moderated her owne smart, 
Seeing his honor, which she tendred chiefe, 
Consisted much in that adventures priefe * : 
The care whereof, and hope of his successe. 
Gave unto her great comfort and reliefe, 
That womanish complaints she did represse. 

And tempred for the time her present heavinesse. 



,iefi, proof, iidiioTcmcnt. 
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11 There she continu'd for a certaine space, 
Till through his want^ her woe did more 
Then, hoping that the change of aire and place 
Would change her paine, and sorrow somewhat ei 
She parted thence, her anguish to appease, 
Meane while her noble lord, Sir Artegall, 
Went on his way, ne ever howre did cease, 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 

That for another canto will more fitly fall. 
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CANTO VIII. 

I'l'inoc Arflima nnil Sii- Artegnll 

Free SHiiiient from feare: 
They sLiy tha Soudan ; drive Ills ■wifo 

Adicin to deep^re. 

1 Nought under heavea eo strongly doth allure 
The sence of man, and all his miade possesse, 
As beauties lovely baite, that doth procure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to represse. 
And mighty hands forget their manUnesse ; 
Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye, 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden tresse, 

That can with melting pleasauiice mollifye 
Their hai-dued hearts enur'd to hloud and cruelty. 

2 So wbylome leamd that mighty lewish swaine, 
Eaob of whose lockes did match a man in might, 
To lay his spoiles before his lemans traine' : 

So aJEO did that great Oetean knight 

For his Loves sake his lions skin undight ^ : 

And so did warhke Antony neglect 

The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras sight. 

I Traiae, nrtifiee. ' tHidiglti, put off. 
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BOOK T. CANTO VIH. SGI 

Such woiidvous powre liath Tremens faire aspect 
To captive men, and make ttem all the world reiect. 

3 Tet could it not stenie Artegall retaine, 
Nor hold from suite of his avowed quest, 
Which he had undei-taao to Gloriane ; 

But left his Love, (albe^ her stroog request,) 
Faire Britomart, in languor and unrest, 
And rode himselfe uppon his first intent : 
I{e day nor night did ever idly rest ; 
Ne wight but onely Talus with him went^ 
The true guide of liis way and vertuous government. 

4 So Iravelling, he chaunat far off to heed^ 
A Damzell flying on a palfrey fast 
Before two knights that after her did speed 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chast 
In hope to have her overhent ' at last : 

Yet fled she fast, and both them farre outwent. 

Carried with wings of feare, like fowle f^Iiast, 

With locks all loose, and rayment all to-rent'; 

And ever as she rode her eye was backewai-d bent. 

6 Soono after tliese he saw another knighl. 
That after those two former rode apace, 
With epeare in rest, and prickt with all his might : 
So raa they all, as they had bene at bace. 
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S62 THE FAEEIE QTIEENE. 

They being chased thai, did others chase. 
At length he saw tlie hindmost overtake 
One of those two, and force him tume his face ; 
However loth he were his way to slake,^ 
Yet mot« he algates ^ now abide, and answere make. 

6 But til' other slJIl pursu'd the fearefull mayd ; 
Wlio still from him as fast away did file, 

Ne once for ought her speedy passage stayd, 
Till that at length she did before her spie 
Sir Artegall, to whom she streight did hie 
With gladfull hast, in hope of him to get 
Succour against her greedy enimy : 
Wto, seeing her approch, gan forward set 
To save her from her feare, and liim from force to let. 

7 But he. like hound full greedy of his pray. 
Being impatient of impediment, 
Continu'd still iiis course, and by the way 
Thought with his speare him quight have overwent.^ 
So both together, ylike felly bent. 

Like fiercely met : but Artegall was stronger, 
And better skild in tilt and tumament. 
And bore him quite out of his saddle, longer 
Then two speares length : so raischiefe over-matcht 
the wronger ; 

s And in his fall misfortune hira mistaoke * ; 
For on his head unliappily he pight," 

1 Slake, Blacli. 

' Algaies, at all evei 

8 Oveiieerii, oTarcoii 
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That his owne waigM his necke asunder broke, 
And left there dead. Meane while the other kuight 
Defeated had the other faytour^ quight, 
And all liis bowels in his hody brast^ : 
"Whom leaving there in that dispiteous ' plight. 
He ran sfili on, thinking to follow fast 
His other fellow Pagau which before him past. 

9 Instead of whom finding there ready prest* 
Sir Artegall, without discretion 
He at him ran with ready speare in rest ; 
Who, seeing him come still so fiercely on, 
Agdust him made agdne : so both anon 
Together met, and strongly either strooke 
And broke their speares ; yet neither has forgon 
His horses backe, yet to and fro long shooke 
And Kittred, like two towres which thi-ough a tempest 
quooke. 

10 But, when agaiae they had recovered sence, 
They drew their swords, in mind to make amends 
For what their speares had fayld of their pretence ^ : 
"Which when the Damzell, who those deadly ends 
Of both her foes had scene, and now her frenda 
For her beginning a more fearefuU fray, 
She to them runnes io hast, and her haire rends. 
Crying to them their crtiell hands to Stay, 

Untill they both doe hearc what she to them will say. 
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11 Tliey Stayd their !ia,nds; wlicn slic thus gaa to 

epeaie : 
" Ah ! geiide Kuiglits, what meaiie ye thus unwise 
Upon yourselves aoothers wrong to wreake ? 
I am the wroag'd, whom ye did enterprise 
Both to redresse, and both redrest likewise : 
Witiiesse the Paynims both, whom ye may see ■ 
There dead on grounti : what doe ye tlen devise 
Of more revenge ? if more, fhen I am shee 
Which was the roote of all ; end your revenge on mee." 

12 Wliom wbeti they heard so say, they lookt about 
To weet« if it were true as she had told ; 
Where when they saw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftsooiies they gan their wrothfuU hands to hold. 
And ventailes ' reare, each other fo behold. 

Tho, when as Artegall did Arthure vew. 
So faire a creature and so wondrous bold, 
He much admired both his heart and hew,^ 
And touched with intire affection nigh him drew ; 

la Saying, " Sir Knighf, of pardon 1 you pray, 
That all unweeting have you wrong'd thus sore, 
Saffring my hand against my heart to sti'ay ; 
Which if ye please forgive, I will therefore 
Yeeld for amends myselfe yours evermore. 
Or whatso penaunce shall by you be red.' " 
To whom the Prince : " Certes, me needeth more 
To crave the same ; whom errour so misled. 

As that I did mistake the living for tho ded. 

1 Veiaailu, visors. a Jted, proiioiuioed. 

S Sete, shape, person. 
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u " But, sitii ye please that botli our blames shall (3ie, 
Amends may for the trespasse soone be made, 
Since neither is endamadg'd much thereby." 
So cau^ they both themselves full eatli'' perswade 
To foire aceordaoace, and both faults to shade,' 
Eithar embracing other lovingly, 
And swearing faith to either on his blade, 
Never thenceforili to nourish enmity. 

But either otters cause to raaintaine mutually. 

15 Then Artegall gaii of the Prince enquire. 

What were those knights which there on ground 

were layd, 
And had receiv'd their follies worthy hire, 
And for what cause they chased so that mayd. 
" Certes, I wote not well," the Prince then sayd, 
" But by adventure found them faring * so, 
As by the way imweetingly I stray d. 
And lo ! the damzell selfe, whence all did grow. 

Of whom we may at will the whole occasion know." 



IG Then they that damzell called to them nie, 
And asked her, what were those two her fone, 
From whom alie earst so fast away did flie ; 
And what was she herselfe so woe-begone. 
And for what cause pursu'd of them attone.^ 
To whom she thus : " Then wote ye well, that I 
Doe serve a queene that not far hence dotli wone,' 



1 CSin, gan. J Faring, piijoeediiig. 

« Eath, easy. e Attane, both at oiiCB. 

' 1. e. conceal. « Wane, dwell. 
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e of great powre and miuestie, 
Famous thi-ougli all the world, andhonor'd fiu- andnie. 

n " Her name Mei-cilla moat men use to call, 
That is a mayden queeae of high renowne, 
For her great bounty ' knoweo over all, 
And soveraine grace, with which her royall crowne 
She doth support, and strongly beateth downe 
The malice of her foes, which her envy 
And at her happinesse do fi-et and frowne ; 
Yet she hei-selfe the more dolh magnify. 

And even to her foes her mercies multiply. 

ig " Mongst many which maligue her happy state. 
There is a mighty man, which wonnes here by, 
That .with most fell despight aud deadly hate 
Seekes to subvert her crowne and dignity. 
And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 
And her good knights (of which so brave a band 
Serves her as any princesse under sky) 
He either spoiles, if they against him stand, 

Or to his part allures, aad bribeth under hand. 

i» " Ne him sufficeth all the wrong and ill, 
"Which he unto her people does each day ; 
But that he seekes by traytroua traines to spilP 
Her pereon, and her sacred selfe to slay : 

1 Bounty, goodnes?. ' SpiH, destroy. 
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BOOK V. CAKTo viir. 3e 

That, O ye heaveus, defend ' ! and tume away 
From her unto the miscreant himselfe ; 
That neither hath religion nor fay,' 
But makes hia God of his ungodly pelfe. 
And idoles servs : so let Ma idols serve the Elfe ! 

20 " To all which cruell tyranny, they say, 
He is proYokt, and stird up day and night, 
By his bad wife that hight Adida ; 
Who counsels him, through confidence of might, 
To breake all bonds of law and rules of right : 
For she hereelfe professeth mortall foe 
To lustice, and agtunat her stiil doth light. 
Working, to all that lore her, deadly woe, 

And making all her knights and people to doe so 

31 " Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it best 
With that his wife in friendly wise to deale, 
For stint of strife and stabhshment of rest 
Both to herselfe and to her common-weale, 
And all forepast displeasures to repeale. 
So me in message unto her she sent, 
To treat with her, by way of enterdeale,' 
Of finall peace and faire attonement 

Which might concluded be by mutuall consent, 

1 Defend, ward olF. J Enlerdeah, mediation. 



JX.S. — Ad!d<i.] ii 
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2i "All times have wont safe passage lo afford 
To messengers that come for causes iust : 
But this jiroude dame, disdayning all accord, 
Not onely into hitter termes forth bmst, 
Eeviling me and rayling as she lust,^ 
But lastly, to make proofe of utmost siiame, 
Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust. 
Miscalling me by many a bitter name, 

That never did her ill, ne once deserved blame. 

as "And lastly, tliat no shame might wanting he. 
When I was gone, soone after me she sent 
Tliese two false knights, whom there ye lying see. 
To be by them dishonoured and shent'; 
But, thankt be Grod, and your good hardiraent'! 
They have the puce of then owns folly fayd." 
So said lliis damzell, th'it hii^ht Samient ; 
And to those Lmghts for Ifieir so noble ayd 

Herselfe most giitetuH shp« d, and heaped thanks 
repajd 

31 But they now having throughly heard and seene 
Al those great wrongs, the which that mayd com- 
plained 
To have bene done against her lady queene 
By that proud dame, which her so much disdained. 
Were moved much thereat, and twixt them fain.ed'' 



.^hyGooglc 



With all their force to worke avengement stron" 
Uppon the Souldan selfe, which it mayntained, 
And on his lady, th' author of that wrong, 
And uppon all those knights that did to her helong, 

35 But, thinking best hy eounterfet disguise 
To their deseigne to malce the easier way, 
They did this eoraplot twixt themselves devise : 
Firet, that Sir Artegall should him array 

Like one of those two knights which dead there lay ;. 
And then that damzell, the sad Samient, 
Should as his purchast^ prize with him eonyay 
Unto the Souldans court, her to present 
Unto his scornefull lady that for her had sent. 

36 So as they had deviz'd, Sir Artegail 

Him clad m th' armour of a Pagan knight, 
And taking with him, as his vanquisht thrall. 
That damzell, led her to the Souldans right ^: 
Whei-e soone as his proud wife of her had sight, 
Forlh of her window as she looking lay, 
She weened streight it was her Paynim knight, 
Which brought that damaell as his purchast pray; 
And sent to him a page that mote direct his way : 

a? Who, bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offred his service to disarme the knight; 
But he, refusing him to let unlace, 
For doubt to be discovered by his sight, 
Kept himselfe still in his straunge* armour dight: 

' Parchnsl, won. 3 I. c. not his own, 

2 Right, directly. 
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Soone after whom the Prince arriyed there, 
And, sending to the Souldan in despight 
A bold defjance, did of him requere 
That damzell whom he held as wrongfull prisoners 

29 Wherewith the Souldan all with furie fcaught. 
Swearing and banning^ most blasphemously, 
Commaunded straight his armour to be brought; 
And, mounting straight upon a charret hytt, 
(With yron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfully. 
And di'awiie of cruell sfeedes which he had fed 
"With flesh of men, whom through fell tyranny 
He slaughtred had, and ere they were halfe ded 

Their bodies to his beaata for provender did spred,) 



XXVUI. — ne Soiddrm, ^c] This whole episode seems to have 
reforenoe to the dafaat of the Arnrnda. The Souldan is the king of 
■SpiJn : his aiiKia-mg CBfl batadng mast iioipietnauaft/ may be sup- 
posed to hint at those pious ourses and papistical eKCommnnica- 
tions eo liberally tliuddered out against Queen Ellzabath nnd her 
feithfiil Buhjecta. Next, the Sonldan is described as inounA'nff upon 
mAarrei ftga. Camden more Hian once mentions the great height 
of the Spanish ships, built with lofty turrets on their decks like 
castles. The Pcince of Parma likewise hnllt ships, eaya Camden, 
and preparaii piles sharpened at the nather end, armed jcift iron 
vAkh iiKihsd on the lidn. Moreover, it was reported that the Arma- 
da carried various instruments of torture, and thus literally was so 
armed. — JBrfrfraicHe of cmeU iteedei, widck he had fed with fiesh 
of mm. What were the captains and soldiers of this Armada 
but perseoutora, or those who acted under the commands of per- 
seontors. Inqnisitors, davonrers of men ? Uptom. The combat 
takes place on the green (Stanza 29. 2], which, as Mr. Cralk 
oliBerveK, apptoprialaly indicates the sea, the pki;e of the real 
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HOOK V. CAMTo VIII. 371 

as So forth he came, all in a cote of plate 

Buraisht with bloudie rust; whiles on tlie greene 
The Bi'ilon Prince him readie did awayte 
In glistering armes right goodly well heseene,^ 
That shone as bright as doth the heaven sheene ; 
And hy his stirrup Talus did attend. 
Playing his pages part, as he had beene 
Before directed by his lord ; to th' end 

He should his flale to finall execution bend. 

30 Thus goe they bolJi logeUier to their geare ^ 
With like fierce minds, but meanings different: 
For the proud Souldan, with presurapteous cheare 
And countenance sublime* and insolent, 
Sought onely slaughter and avengement; 
But the brave Prince, for honour and for right, 
Gainst tortious * powre and lawlesse regiment, 
In the behalfe of wronged weake, did fight : 

More in his causes truth he trusted then in might. 

81 Like to the Thraeian tyrant,^, who, they say, 
Unto his horses gave his guests for meat, 
Till he himselfe was made their greedie pray, 
And torne in peeces by Alcides great ; 
So (hought the Souldan, in his follies thi-eat, 
Either the Prince in peeces to have tome 
With his sharpe wheeles in his fii-st rages heat, 
Or under his fierce horses feet have boi-ne. 

And trampled downe in dust his thoughts disdaineu 



I Heseme, appearing. i Tortiim, wrongful. 

« Geare, nffiiir, business. s L e. Diumod. 

3 Sublime, hnuglity. 
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32 But the bold child/ tliat perill well espying. 
If he too rashly to Lis charret drew, 
Gave way unto hia horses speedie flying. 
And their resistlesse i-igour did eschew : 
Tet, as he passed by, the P^an threw 

A shivering^ dart with so impetuous force, 
That, had he not it shun'd with heedfuU vew, 
It had himselfe transfixed or his horse, 
Or made themhotli onemasse withoutcn more remorse. 

33 Oft drew the Prince onto his charret nigh, 
In hope some stroke to fasten on him neare; 
E«t he was mounted in his seat so high, 
And his wing-footed coursers him did beare 
So fast away, that, ere his readie speare 

He could advance, he farre was gone and past: 
Tet slJU he him did follow every where. 
And followed was of him hkewise foil fast, 
So long as in his ateedes the flaming breath did last. 

34 Againe the Pagan threw another dart, 

Of which he had with him ahuadant store 
On every side of his embatteld cart, 
And of all other weapons, lesse or more,* 
Which warlike uses had deviz'd of yoi-e : 
The wicked shaft, guyded through th' ayrie wyde 
By some bad spirit that it to mischiefe bore, 
Stayd not, till through his curat* it did glyde. 
And made a griesly wound in his enriven side. 

1 Odld, ynuth. « Lesse or more, smnner or greater. 
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35 Much was lie grieved witli that haplesse tliroc,' 
That opened had the welapring of his blood ; 
But much the more that to his hatefull foe 

He mote not come to wreake hia wrathfuil mood : 
That made hint rave, like to a lyon wood,^ 
Which being wounded of the huntsmans hand 
Can not come neare him ia the covert wood, 
"Where he with boughes hath built hia shady stand, 
And fenst himselfc about with many a flaming brand. 

36 Still when he sought t' approch unto him ny, 
Hia charret wheeles about him whirled round, 
And made him bacbe againe as fast to fly; 
And eke Lis steedes, like to an hungry hound 
That hunting after game hath carrion found, 
So cruelly did hira pursew and chace, 

That his good steed, all ' were he much renound 
For Eoble courage and for liardie race, 
Durst not endure their sight, but fled from place to 



n Thus long they trast* and traverst to and fro, 
Seeking by every way to make some breach; 
Yet could the Prince not nigh unto him goe. 
That one sure stroke he might unto him reach, 
Whereby his strengthes assay ° he might him teach : 
At last, from his vietonous shield he drew 
The vaile, which did his powrefull light empeach^ ; 



1 Triat, tf nued, shift' 
8 Eat^eadi, iioder. 
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And coraming full before his horaea veir, 
As they upon him prest, it plaine to them did shew. 

SB Like lightening flash that hatli the gaaer burnefl. 
So did the sight thereof tlieir sense dismay, 
That bac.ke againe upon themselves they turnoti. 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 
Isfe could the Souldan them from flying stay 
With raynes or wonted rule, as well he knew : 
Nought feared they what he eould do or say, 
But th' onely feare* that was before their vew; 

From which like mazed deare dismayfuily they flew. 

39 Fast did they fly as them their feete could l>ear«, 
High over hilles, and lowly over dales, 

As they were follow'd of their former feare : 

In vaine the Pagan bannes,^ and sweares, and 

And backe with both his hands unio him hayles 
The resty^ raynes, regarded now no more : 
Ho to them calles and speakea, yet nought avayles ; 
They hoare him not, they have forgot his lore,* 
But go which way they list ; their guide they have 
forlore,^ 

40 As when the flrie-mout]>ed steeds, which drew 
The sunnes bright wayne to Phaetons decay, 
Soono as they did the monstrous Scorpion vew 
With ugly craples" crawling ia ihcir way, 

1 1, e. that fearful object alone. * Lore, teaching, coramaiiil. 
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Tlie dreadful! sight did Ihem so sore affray, 
That their well-ltnowen courses they forwent,' 
And, leading th' ever burning lainpe astray, 
This lower world nigh all to ashes breni,^ 
And left (lieir scorclied path' yet in the firmament 

41 Such was the furie of these head-strong steeds, 
Soone as the infanta sunlike shield they saw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and scornd all former law : 
Through woods, and rocka, and mountainea they did 

The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare, 
And tost the Paynim without feare or awe ; 
From side to side they tost him here and there. 
Crying to them in v^ne thatnould* his crying heare. 

,48 Yet still the Prince pursew'd him close behind. 
Oft making offer him to smite, but found 
No easie meanes according to his mind : 
At last they have all overthrowne to ground. 
Quite topside turvey, and the Pagan hound 
Amongst the yron hookes and graples keene 
Torae all to raga, and rent with many a wound ;, 
That no whole peeee of him was lo be seene. 
But scattred all about, and strow'd upon the gi'eene. 



* Nould, would rot. 



XLII. 9.— Tha conquest of tha 
aohieTed only by snpernatural mean 
art acknowledgment that the defeat 
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43 Like as lie cursed sonne of Tlieseua, 
That, following his chace in dewy niorne. 
To fly his stepdames loves outrageous, 

Of his owne steedea was all to peeces tome, 
And his faive limbs left in the woods forlome ; 
That for his sake Diana did lament, 
And all the wooddy nymphes did wayleand moume: 
So was this Souldan rapt^ and all to-rent,'' 
Tliat of his shape appear'd no litle monimeiit.' 

44 Onely his shield and armour, which there lay, 
Though nothing whole, but all to-brusd and broken. 
He up did take, and with him brought away, 
That mote remaine for an eternall token 

To all, mongst whom this stone should be spoken, 
How worthily, by Heavens high decree, 
lustice that day of wrong herselfe had wroken * j 
That aJl men, which that spectacle did see, 
By hke ensample mote for ever warned bee. 

46 So on a tree, before the tyrants dore. 
He caused them be hung in all mens siglit. 
To be a moniment for evermore. 



the work rather of the tempest Uiau of any hnmao exartioii, — as it 
WHS espressed on the medal strnck at the time, with the inscrip- 
tion, Flacit Jekomh et dissipali siaii, Jehoyah blew and ihey were 
aeattered? Chaik. 

XLIII. 1.— Curseilsimm of nesens.] Hippolytus, cursed by 
his rather. H. 
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Which when his ladie from the castles hight 
Beheld, it much appald her trouhled spright 
Yet not, as women wont, in doleful! fit 
She was dismayd, or fajnted through affi-ight, 
But gathered unto her her troubled wit. 
And gan eflsoones devize to be aveng'd for it. 

IS Streight downe she ranne, like an enraged cow 
That is berobbed of her youngling dere, 
"With knife in hand, and fatally did vow 
To wreake her on that mayden messengere, 
"Whom she had causd be kept as priaonere 
By Artegall, miaween'd^ for her owne knight, 
That brought her backe: and, comming presen 

She at her ran with all her force and might, 
All flaming with revenge and furious despight. 

i^ Like raging Ino, when with knife in Land 
She threw her husbands murdred infant out; 
Or feH Medea, when on Colchicine strand 
Her brothers bones she scattered all about ; 



SLVIl. 1. — Like raging Ino, &c.] Spenser oomparea tlie frantic 
wife of tha furious Soldmi, first, to /no, who, flying from her lius- 
bsnd, amthadmurtleredoneofliercliildren, milt knife m hand, 
threiB oai into the SBa hec other aon, named Melicertn, whom she 
first murdered. Secondly, to cruel Medea, who, flying from her 
father's wrath, cut in pieces het brother Absyrtus, that her father 
might he stopped In Ills pursuit hy gathering up the mangled 
hmbs. Thirdly, to Agave, the madding mother of Panlheus, who, 
with the rest of the Uaechanalian crew, tore Iter son to pieces for 
Blighting the orgies of Bacchus. DrTON. 
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Or as that madding^ mother, mongst the rout 
Of Bacchus priests, her owno dcare flesh did teare , 
Yet neither Ino, aor Medea stout, 
Nor all the Mosnades so furious were, 
Aa this bold woman wlien she saw that dainzcll there, 

4B But Artegall being thereof aware 

Bid stay her cruell hand ere she her raught'^ ; 
And, as she did herselfe (o strike prepai'e, 
Out of her fist the wicked weapon caught : 
With that, like one enfelon'd^ or distraught, 
She forth did ronie whether her rage her bore, 
With franticke passion and with furie fraught j 
And, bvealting forth out at a posterne dore, 

Unto the wjld wood ranne, her dolours * to deplore : 

M As a mad bytch, when as the franticke fit 
Her burning tongue wilh rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and, with furious bit 
Snatching at every thing, doth wreake her wratli 
On man and beast that commeth in her path. 
There they doe say that she transformed was 
Into a tygre, and that tygres scath' 
In erueltie and outrage she did pas. 

To prove her surname ° true, tiiat she imposed has. 

50 Then Artegall, himselfe discovering plaine, 
Did issue forth gainst all tliat warhke rout 

1 Maiding, being mad (as often in old poetry). 

2 RrmgU, readied. -'^ Scalh, dastraotiTeness, 

3 Enfebn-d, made fleree or frantio. » I. B. Adicia, IiyuslJOB, 
* Dolours, griefs. 
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Of knighta and armed men, which did maintaine 
That ladies part and to tha Souldan lout :^ 
All which he did assault with courage stout, 
All ^ were they nigh an hundred knights of name, 
And like wyld goates them chaeed all about, 
Flying from place to place with cowheard shame 
So that with finall force them all he overcame. 

£1 Then caused he the gates he opened wyde ; 
And there the Prince, as victour of that day, 
"With tryumph entertayn'd and glorifyde, 
Presenting him with all the rich array 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Purchast ' through lawlesse powre and tortious * 

wrong 
Of tha p oud Souldan, whom he earst did slay. 
So ho 1 for est, there having stayd not long, 

Ma ht w b 1 mayd ; lit matter for another song. 
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CANTO IX. 



And see her I'icli acmy. 



1 What tjgre, or what other salvage wight, 
Is so exceeding furious and fell 
As Wrong, when it hatli arm'd ifselfe witli miglit? 
Not fit mongst men that doe with reason raeJl/ 
But mongst wyld beasts, and salvage woods, to dwell, 
WJiere still the stronger doth the weaJte devoure. 
And they (hat most in boldnesse doe excell 
Are dreadded most, and feared for their powre ; 
Fit for Adicia there to build her wicked bowre.' 

3 There let her wonne, farre from resort of men, 
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled ; 
There let her ever keepe her damned den. 
Where none may be with her lewd parts defyled, 
Nor none but beasts may be of her despoyled ; 
And turne we to the noble Prince, where late 
We did him leave, after that he liad fojled 
The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfull fate 

Had utterly subverted hia unrighteous state. 

1 Mdl, medille, have to do. ^ Boisi-e, dwelling. 

iiM=^i>,G00glc 



s Wlieve having with Sir Aitegall a space 
"Well Bolast ia that Souldans late dehght, 
They both, resolving now to leave the place, 
Both it and all the wealth therein hehight^ 
Unto that damzell in her ladies right, 
And so would have departed on their way : 
But she them woo'd, by all the meanes she might, 
And earnestly besought to wend that day 

"With her, to see her ladle thence not farre away. 

4 By whose entreatie both they overcommea 
Agree to goe with her; and by the way. 
As often falles, of sundry things did commeii °; 
Mongst which that damzeU did to them bewray 
A straonge adventure which not farre thence lay. 
To weef, a wicked villaine, bold and stout, 
Which wonned in a rocke not farre away, 
That robbed all the countrie there about, 
And brought the pillage home, whence none could get 

B Thereto both his owne wylie wit, she sayd. 
And eke the fastnesse of his dwelling place. 
Both uaassaylable, gave him great ayde : 
For he so crafty was to forge and face,* 
So light of hand, and nymble of his pace, 
So smooth of tongue, and subtile in hia tale, 
That could deceive one looking in his face: 
Therefore by name Malengin ^ they him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous over all.^ 

1 BMgkt, iiitnisted. * I. e. Wioked Iiigeniiit;'. 

2 Qmaaen, commune. ^ Over aU, eveiywherc. 
* Face, (here) put on r Talse oppearance. 



=^i>,Goot^lc 



3Stl THE Ji-AEBIB QDEENB, 

« Through these his slights ' he many doth confound : 
And eJte the rocke, in which he woqCs to dwell, 
Is wondrous strong and hewen farre under ground, 
A dreadfull depth, how deepe no man can tell ; 
But some doe say it goeth downe to hell; 
And, all within, it full of wyndings is 
And hidden wayes, that scarse an hound by smell 
Can follow out those false footsteps of his, 
Ne none can backe returne tliat once are gone amis. 

7 "Which when Ihose Knights had heard, their harts 

To understand that villeins dwelling place. 
And greatly it desir'd of her to learne, 
And by which way they towards it should trace. 
"Were not," sayd she, "that it should let* your pace 
Towards my Ladies presence by you ment, 
I would you guyde directly to the place." 
"Then let not that," said they, "stay your intent; 
For neither will one foot, fill we that carle* have 
hent-^" 

e So forth they past, till they approched ny 
Unto the rocke where was the villains won*: 
Which when the Damnell ncare at liand did spy. 
She warn'd the knights thereof: who thereupon 
Gan to advize what best were to be done. 
So hoth agreed to send that mayd afore, 
Where she might sit nigh to the den alone, 

1 Bligliis, artifices. * Carle, chnrl. 

s HiTtic, yeara. s ffeni, taken. 

* Let, hinder. 8 Won, dwelling. 
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"Wayling, and raysing pittifull uprore, 
As if she did some great oalamilie deplore. 

9 With noyse whereof when as the caytive carle 
Should issue forth, in hope to find some spoyle, 
They in awayt would closely him ensnarle,^ 
Ere fo hia den he backward could recoyle^; 
And so would hope him easily to foyle. 
The Damzell straight went, as she was directed, 
Unto the i-ocke ; and there, upon the soyle 
Having herselfe in wrelched wize abiected," 

Gan weepe and wayle as if great griefe had her 
affected. 

10 The cry whereof entring the hollow cave 
Efcoones brought forth the viilaine, as they ment, 
Witli hope of her some wishfull boot* to have : 
Full dreadfull wight he was as ever went 

Upon the eai-th, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 
And long curld locks that downe his shoulders 

shagged, 
And on his backe an uncouth vestiment 
Made of straunge Btuffe, but all to-worne^ and 

ragged. 
And underneath, his breecli* was all to-torne and 

11 And in his hand an huge long stafie he held. 
Whose top was arm'd with many an yron hooke, 

' Ikimrln, entangle. * Bool, booty. 

" Secoyk, tstreat. 5 TVuwjwc, worn to pleura. 

' Aiiected, thrown down. B SreMh, breeches. 
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Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld,* 
. Or in the compasse of his douches tooke ; 
Aiid ever round about he cast his looke: 
Als^ at his hacke a great wjde net he boi'e, 
With which he seldome fished at the brooke, 
But usd to flsh for fooles on the dry shore, 
Of which he ill faire weather wont to take gi-eai 

11 Him when the Damaell saw fast by her side, 
So ugly creature, she was nigh dismayd; 
And now for helpe aloud iu earnest cride : 
But, when the villaine saw her so affrayd, 
He gan with guileful! words her to perswade 
To banish feare; and with Sardonian smyle 
Laughing on her, his false intent to shade, 
Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beguyle, 

That from, herself unwares he might her stcale the 
whylc. 

13 Like as the fouler on his guilefuU pype 

Charmes to the birds full many a pleasant lay. 
That they the whiles may take lesse heedie keepe" 
How he his nets doth for their ruine lay : 
So did the villaine fo her prate and play. 
And many pleasant ti'ickes before her show, 
To turne her eyes from his intent away; 
For he in slights and lugling feates did flow,^ 

And of legierdemayne the mysteries did know. 

1 Weld, wielJ, maiinge, carry. ' Keepe, care, notice. 
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u To which whileat she lent her intentive mind, 
He suddenly his net upon her threw, 
That overaprad her like a puffe of wind; 
And snatching her soone up, ere well she knew, 
Ran with her fast away unto his mew,^ 
Crying for helpe aloud: but when as ny 
He came unio his cave, and there did vew 
The arraed knights stopping his passage by. 

He threw his burden downe and fast away did fly. 

IS But Artegall him after did pursew ; 

The whiles the Prince there kept the entrance 

still : 
Up to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyid gote, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncJDg on Uie craggy cliffes at will; 
That deadly daunger seem'd in all mens sight 
To tempt such steps, where footing was so ill: 
Ne ought avayled for the armed knight 

To thinke to follow him that was so switV and light. 

18 Which when he saw, his yron man he sent 
To follow him ; for he was swift in chace: 
He liim pursewd where ever that he went; 
Both over rockes, and hilles, and every place 
"Whereso he fled, he followd him apace: 
So thai he shortly forst him fo forsake 
The hight, and downe descend unto the base^r 
There he him courst afresh, and soone did malte 

To leave his proper forme, and other shape to take. 

1 3few, rotraat, prison. 2 Bose, low ground. 
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n Inlfl a fbse himselfe he first did lourne ; 
But lie him hunted like a foxe full fast : 
Then to a bush himselfe he did transforme ; 
But he the bush did beat, till that at last 
Into a bird it ctauag'd, aiid from him past. 
Flying from tree to tree, from wand' to wand; 
But he then stones at it so long did cast, 
That like a stone it fell upon the land ; 

But he then tooke it up, and held fast in his hand. 

IB So he it brought with him unto the knights, 
And to his lord. Sir Artegall, it lent,'' 
■Warning him hold it fast for feare of slights^. 
Who whitest in hand it gryping hard he hent,* 
Into a hedgehogge all unwarea it went, 
And prickt him so that he away it threw ; 
Then gan it runoe away incontinent, 
Beiag returned to his former hew ^ ; 

But Talus soone him oyertooke, and backward 
drew. 

i» But, when as he would to a snake againe 
Have turn'd himselfe, he with his yron flayle 
Gan drive at him with so huge might and maine. 
That all his bones as small aa sandy grayle * 
He broke, and did his bowels disentrayle, 
Crying in vaine for heipe, when helpe was past; 
So did deceipt the selfe deceiver' -fay le : 
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There they him left a carrion outcast, 
For beasts and foules to fecde upon for tlieir repast, 

so Thence forth they passed with that gentle mayd 
To see her ladie, as Ihey did agree : 
To which when she approched, thus slie sayd: 
" Loe now, right noble Knights, arriv'd ye bee 
Nigh ia the place which ye desir'd to see : 
There shall ye see my soverayne Lady Queene, 
Most sacred wight, most debonayre and free,* 
That ever yet upon this earth was scene, 

Or that witli diademe hath ever crowned beene." 

SI The gentle knights reioyced much io heare 
The prayses of that prince so manifold ; 
And, passing htle further, commen were 
Where they a stately Palla«e did behold 
Of pompous show, much more then she had told. 
With many towres and tarras ' mounted hye. 
And all their tops bright glistering with gold, 
That seemed to out-shine the dimmed skye. 

And with their brightnesse daz'd the straunge be- 
holders eye. 

31 There they alighting, by that damzcll were 
Directed in, and shewed all the sight; 
Whose porch, that most magnificke did appcare. 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night ; 



! of QucHi EHzflbelli. 
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Yet warded well hy one of mickie miglit 
That sate thereby, with gjant-like resemblance, 
To keepe out guyle, and malice, and despight, 
That under shew oftimes of fayned semblance 
Are wont in princes courts to worke great scath' and 
hindrance ; 

23 His name was Awe ; by whom they passing in 
Went up the hall, that was a large wyde roome. 
All full of people mating troublous din 
And wondrous ooyse, as if that there were some ^ 
"Which unto them was dealing righteous doome. 
By whom they passing through tlie thickest preasse. 
The marshall of the hall (o them did come. 
His name hight Order; who, commaunding peace, 

Them guyded through the throng, tliat did their 
clamors ceasse, 

84 They ceast tlieir clamors upon them to gaze ; 
Whom seeing all in armour bright as day, 
Siraunge there to see, it did them much amaze, 

■ And with unwonted terror halfe irffray: 
For never saw they there the IJke array ; 
Ne ever was the name of wai-re there spoken, 
Bur ioyous peace and quietnesse alway 
Dealing iust iudgeraents, that mote not be broken 

For any brybes, or threates of any to be wroken.^ 

35 There, as they entred at the scriene,* they saw 
Some one, whose tOQgue was foe his trespasso vyle 

1 ScalS, injury. = Wrohm, HTOngetL 

2 Some, one. * Sn-ieae, screen, entrance of the bail. 
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Bajld to a post, adiudged so hj law ; 
For that therewith ho falsely did revylo 
And foule blaspheme that queene for forged guyle, 
Both with bold apeaches which he blazed had. 
And with lewd poems which he did compyle ' ; 
For the bold title of a poet bad 
lie on himaelfe had ta'en, and rayling rymes had sprad. 

2fl Thus there he atood, whylest high over his head 
There written was the purport of his sin, 
In cyphei-s strange, tliat few could rightly read, 
Bon font ; but Bon, that onee had written bin. 
Was raced out, and McJ. was now put in : 
So now Malfont was pkinely to be red ; 
Eyther for th' evill which he did therein. 
Or that he likened was to a wellied 

Of evill words, and wicked sclaunders by him shed. 

37 They, passing by, were guyded by degree 
Unto the presence of that gratious Queene ; 
Who sate on high, that she might all men see, 
And might of all men royally be seene, 
Upon a throne of gold full bright and sheene, 
. Adorned all with gemmes of endlesse price. 
As either might for wealth bare gotten bene. 
Or could be fram'd by workmans rare device ; 

And all embost with lyons and with flourdelice. 

28 All over her a cloth of state was spred, 
Not of rich tissew, nor of cloth of gold. 



.^hyGooglc 



Nor of ought elso that may bo richest red,^ 
But lite a cloud, as likest may be told, 
That her brode spreading wings did wyde unfold ; 
Whose skirts were bordred with bright sunny 

beams, 
Glistring like gold amongst the plights ^ enrold, 
And here and there shooting forth silver streames, 
Mongst which crept litle angels through the glitter- 
ing gleamea. 

s» Seemed those litle angels did uphold 
The cloth of state, and on their purpled wings 
Did beare the pendants through their nimblesae'' 

bold; 
Besides, a thousand more of such as sings 
Hymaes to high God, and carols heavenly things, 
Encompassed the throne on which she sate, — 
She, angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings 
And mightie conquerors, in royall state ; 

Whylest kings and kesavs* at her feet did them 
prosti'ate. 

30 Thus she did sit in sovez'ayne raaieatie. 
Holding a scepter in her royali hand, 
The sacred pledge of peace and elemencie, 
With which High God had blest her happie laiid, 
Maugre so many foes which did withstand : 
But at her feet her sword was likewise kyde, 
Whose long rest rusted tie bright steely brand ; 
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Yet when as foes eaforst, or friends sought ayde, 
She could it sternely draw, that all the world dis- 

31 And round about before her feet tiiera sate 
A bevie of faire Virgins clad in white, 
That goodly seem'd t' adorne her royall state ; 
All lovely daughters of high love, tliat hight 
Lit^,* by him begot in lores delight 
Upon the righteous Themis ; those they say 
Upon loves iudgement-seat wayt day and night; 
And, when in wrath he thi-eats the worlds decay,* 

They doe his anger calme and cruell vengeance stay. 

us They also doe, by his divine permission, 
Upon the thrones of mortall princes tend, 
And often treat for pardon and remission 
To suppliants, through frajltie which oifend ; 
Those did upon MerciHaes throne attend, 
lust Dice, wise Eunomie, myld Eirene'; 
And them amongst, her glorie to commendj. 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clone, 

Atid sacred Reverence yborne of heavenly strene.* 

33 Thus did she sit in royall rich estate, 
Admyr'd of many, honoured of all ; 
Whylest underneath her feote, there as she sate, 
An huge great lyon lay, that mote appall 
An bardie courage,'' like captivcd thralJ, 

1 LiliB, Prayers, Petitions. ^ Siretie, sti'iun, race.. 

2 Decay, destrnotion. ' Caarage, heai-t. 
» I. B. JuslJcB, Wise Eule, Peace. 
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With a strong yron ehaine and coller bound, 
That once he could not move, nor quioh^ at all; 
Tet did he murmure with rehelUous sound. 
And softly royne,^ when salvage choler gan redound. 

34 So sitlJng high in dreaded soverayntie, 

Those two strange kEights were to her presence 

hrought ; 
Who, bowing low before her Maiestie, 
Did to her myld obeysance, as they ought, 
And meekest boone' that they imagine mought: 
To whom she eke inciyning her withall, 
Aa a fwre stoupe of her high-soaring thought, 
A chearefuU countenance on them let fall, 

Tet tempred with some maiestie imperiall. 

3a As the briglit sunne, what time hia fierie teme 
Towards the westerne brim ^ begins to draw. 
Gins to abate the brighfnesse of hia beme. 
And fervour of his flames somewhat adaw ^ ; 
So did this mightie ladie, when she saw 
Those two strange knights such homage to her 

Bate somewhat of that maiestie and awe 
That whylome wont to doe so many quake. 
And with more myld aspect those two to entortake.* 



\a Now at that instant, as occasion fell, 
When these two stranger knights afriy'd in place, 

1 Quick, Etir. 1 Brim, margin of tlie hockon. 

> Saynt, gnaw, grind hia teeth. ^ Adam, tDddemte. 

s Soone, service, homaga. ( ?) * ErUdiBke, entertaiiii receive. 
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BOOK V. CANTO IX. 393 

She was about affaires of coramoa-wele, 
Dealing of iustice with indifferent' grace. 
And hearing pleas of people nieaae and base^: 
Moagst which, as then, there was for to be heard 
The trjall of a great and weightie case. 
Which on both sides was then debating hard : 
But^ at the sight of these, those were awhile debard. 

37 But, after all her princely enterlayne, 

To th' hearing of that former cause in hand 
Herselfe eftsoones she gan convert' againe ; 
Which that those knights likewise mote understand. 
And witnesse forth aright in forrain land, 
Taking them up unto her stately throne, 
Where they mote heai'e the matter throughly scand 
On either part, she placed th' one on th' one, 
The other on the other side, and neare them none. 

38 Then was there brought, as prisoner to the barre, 
A Ladie of great countenance and place. 

But that she it with foule abuse did marre ; 
Tet did appeai-e rare beautie in her face, 
But blotted with condition * vile and base, 
That all her other honour did obscure, 
And titles of nobilitie deface : 
Yet, in that wretched semblant,^ she did sure 
The peoples great compassion unto her allure, 

1 In£feretit, imptirtial. * Omdilim, quality. 

s Base, humble. ' Semhbinl, appenraiiee. 

8 Qmnerlj turn. 

XXXVIir. 2. — A LodU.] Mnry, Queen of Scots. 
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3i Then up arose a person of deepe reach. 
And rare in-sight, hard matters to revele ; 
That well could charme his toagiie, and lime his 

apeach 
To all assayes ' ; his name was called Zele : 
He gau that ladie strongly to appele ^ 
Of miuiy haynous crymes hy her enured,' 
And with sharpe reasons rang her such a pele, 
That those, whom she to pitie had allured. 

He now t' abhorre and loath her person had procured. 

40 First gan he tell how this, tliat seem'd so faire 
And royally arayd, Dueasa hight; 

That false Duessa, which had wrought groat care * 
And mickle mischiefe unto many a knight 
By her beguyied and confounded quight : 
But not for those she now in question came. 
Though also those mote question'd be aright. 
But for vyld' treasons and outrageous shame, 
Which she against the dred MercilJa oft did frame. 

41 For she whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counsels false conspyred 
With faithiesse Elandamour and Paridell, 
(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred, 
And botit with hope of shadowes vaiue inspyrcd,) 

t Asmyes, undaitakmgs. < Care, trouble. 

2 Appele, eoouse. 6 7jM, vile. 

' Enai'ed, praotiaed. 

SLI. 8.— With faimesse Blimdamnur and Panddl.] The 
Eai'ls of Horthumlicrlimd and Westmoreland. Uptok. Sao 
Book IV. Canto I. 33. 
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BOOK y. CANTO IX, 393 

And with them practiz'd, how for to depryve 
Mereilla of her crowne, by her aspyred, 
That she might it unto herselfe deryve, 
And trjnmpli in their blood whom ahe to death did 
dryve. 

13 But through Ligh heavens grace, which^ favournot 
Tte wicked driftes of trajterous desyaes 
Gainst loiall princes, all this cursed plot 
Ere pvoofe it looke* discovered was betymes. 
And th' actoors won the meede meet for their 

crymes ; 
Such be the meede of all that by such mene 
Unto the type ° of kingdomes title clyraes I 
But false Duessa, now untitled queene, 

Was brought to her sad doome, as here was lobe secne. 

A3 Strongly did Zele her haynous fact' enforce, 
And many other crimes of foule defame 
Against her brought, to banish all remorse,* 
And aggravate the horror of her blame : 
And with him, to make part against her, came 
Many grave persons that against her pled. 
First was a sage old syre, that had to name 
The Kingdomes Care, with a white silver hed, 

That many high regards and reasons gmnst her red,* 

1 1, fl. tliB haavans. * Fact, deed, guilty deed. 

S L e. before it was tiiad. = Eemarse, pity. 

' Ttipe, mark, rank, dignity. * ^«^ ntteted. 
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41 Then gan Authority her to appose '■ 

With peremptorie powi-e, that made all mute ; 
And then the Law of Nations gainst her rose, 
And reasons brought, that no man could refute ; 
Next gan Religion gainst her to impute 
High (Jods beheastj and powro of holy lawes ; 
Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons sute 
Importune care of iheir owne publioke cause ; 

And lastly Justice charged her with breach of lawes. 

4s But then, for her,on the contririe part, 
Rose many advocates for her to plead : 
First there came Pittie with full tender hart, 
And with her ioyn'd Regard of Womanhead ; 
And then came Daunger, threatning hidden dread 
And high alliance unio forren powre ; 
Then came Nobilitie of Birth, that bread 
Great ruth* through her misfortunes tragicke 

fitowre'; 
And lastly Griefe did plead, and many teares forth 

powre. 

M With the neare touch whereof in tender hai't 
The Briton Prince was sore empassionate. 
And woxe inclined much unto her part. 
Througli the sad terror of so dreadfuil fate, 

> Aj^ie, put to trial, &c. » Slomre, trotiWo. 



XLVr. 2. — The Sribm Prince, &(;.] Tha Earl of LelcMter 
{hora intended by Princa Arthur) was thought to be inclined to 
the party of the Queen of Soots. Uptob. 
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And wretched ruine of bo high estate, 
That for great rath his courage ^ gan relent : 
Which when as Zele perceived to abat«, 
He gan his earnest fervour to augment, 
And many fearefull obiecfs to them to present. 

4T He gan t' efforce^ the evidence anew, 
And new accusements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old hag of hellish hew. 
The cursed At6, brought her face to face. 
Who privie was and parlie in the case : 
She, glad of spoyie and ruinoug decaj, 
Did her appeach ' ; and, to her more di^'ace. 
The plot of all her practise did display. 

And all her traynes * and all her treasons forth did lay. 

4a Then brought he forth with griesly grim aspect 
Abhorred Murder, who, with bloudie knyfe 
Yet dropping fresh in hand, did her detect,' 
And tliei-e wilh guiltie bloudshed charged ryfe°: 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding stryfe 
In troublous wi(3 and mutinous uprore: 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of Lyfe, 
Even foule Adulterie her face before, 

And lewd Impietie, that her aJ3Cused sore. 



«iJuiTe, enforce. 
A^ipeach, impescli. 
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4s All which when as the Prince !iad heard and seene, 
His former fancies ruth he gau repent, 
And from her partie eftsooties was drawen deene: 
But Artegall, with constant firme intent 
For zeale of lustioe, was against her bent : 
So was she guiltie deemed of them all. 
Then Zele began to urge her punishment. 
And to their Queene for iudgement loudly call, 

Unto Mercilla myld, foe lustice gainst the thrall. 

50 But she, whose princely breast was touched nere 
With piteous ruth of her so wretched plight, 
Though plajne she saw, by a!! that she did heare, 
That she of death was guiltie^ found by right, 

. Tet would not let iust vengeance on her light; 
But rather let, instead thereof, to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which she covering with her purple pall 

Would have the passion hid, and up arose wifball. 

1 L e. liaLls to, dGserviog of, death (as in llQttliew sxvi. CO). 
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CANTO X. 

Prince Arthur takaa the enterr 



1 Some clurkes* doe doubt in their devjcefull art 
Whether this heavenly ihing whereof I treat, 
To weeten,' Mercie, be of Justice part, 
Or drawne forth from her hy divine extreate': 
This well I wote, that sure she ia as great, 
And meriteth to have as high a place, 
Sith in th' Almighti^ everlasting seat 
She first was bred, and borne of heavenly race ; 
From thence pour'd down on men by influence of 
grace. 

1 For if that vertue be of so great might 
Which from iust verdict will for nothing start, 
But, to preserve inviolated right, 
Oft Bpilles * the prindpaJl to save the part ; 
So much more then is that of powre and art 
That seekes to save the subiect of her skill, 



Arg. l—Prmce Arikm:] PrincB Arthur, in tliis Ki 
OBBding onntoa, represeiita the Earl of Leicester. 
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Yet never doth from doome ^ of right depart ; 
As it is greater prayse to save then spill, 
And better to reforme then to cut off the ill. 

3 "Who then can thee, Mercilla, throughly prayse, 
That herein doest all earthly princes pas ? 
What heavenly muse shall thy great honour rayse 
Up to the skies, whence first deriv'd it was. 
And now on earth itselfe enlarged has, 
From th' utratBt brinke of the Armericke shore. 
Unto the mavgent of the Molucas ? 
Those nations farre thy iustiee doe adore ; 
But thine owne people do thy mercy prayse much 



* Much more it praysed was of those two knights, 
The noble Prince and righteous Artega!!, 
When they had seene and heard her doome arlghts ' 
Against Duessa, damned* by them all; 
But by her tempred without griefe or gall. 
Till strong constraint did her thereto enforce : 
And yet even then ruing her wilfull fall 
With more then needfull naturall remorse. 
And yeelding the last honour to her wretched corse. 

s During all which, those knights contitiu'd there 
Both doing and receiving curtesies 
Of that great ladie, who with goodly chere 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignities. 
Approving dayly to their noble eyes 

3 Dmmwl, conrtcinnod. 
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Royall examples of her mercies rare 
And worthie patenis of lier clemencies ; 
Whicli till this day mongst many living are, 
Wlio them to their posferilies doe still declare. 

Amongst the rest, whicli in that space befell, 
There came two springals ' of full tender yeares, 
Farre thence from forrein land where they did' 

To seefce for succour of her and of her peares, 
"With humble prayers and intreatfull teares ; 
Sent by their mother, who a widow was 
Wrapt in great dolours and in deadly feares 
By a strong tyrant, who invaded has 
Her land, and slaine her children ruefully, alas I 

7 Her name was Belgje ; who in former ^e 
A ladie of great worth and wealth had beene, 
And mother of a frutefull heritage, 
Even seventeene goodly sonnes ; which who had 

In tlieir first flowre, before this fetall teene^ 
Them overtooke and their faire blossomes blasted,. 
More happie mother would her surely weene 

1 Sprlntjals, youths. ^ Itene, iijjury, 

VI. 2. — TUn came Urn sprinpoia.] Tha depntiea of the States 
of Holland, sent to solicit the nssiBtanca of Elizabeth in the year 
16 8B. C 

VI. 8. —By a strong tyrant.] Philip II. of Spnin. 

Vn. i. — Ecea seeentefjfte ffoodlg smaes-l The seventeen pror- 
inoea of the Netherlands. H, 
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Tlien famous Niobe, before she tasted 
Latonaes childrens wrath that all her issue wasleiL 

■ s But this fell tyrant, through his tortious^ powre, 
Had left her now but five of all that brood : 
For twelve of them he did by times devoure, 
And to his idols sacrifice their blood, 
Wiiylest he of none was stopped nor withstood : 
For soothly he was one of matchlease might, 
Of horrible aspect and dreadfull mood, 
And had three bodies in one wast empight,^ 

And th' armes and legs of three to succour him in 
fight. 

9 And sooth thej say that he was borne and bred 
Of gyanCa race, the sonne of Geryon ; 
He that whylome in Spaine so sore was dred 
For his huge powre and great oppression, 
Wiiich brought that land to his subiection, 
Through his three bodies powre in one combynd ; 
And eke all strangers, in that region 



VIII 2 —Su/ JiB of alUkathood] The iiioiini.es Hoi 
land, Gueliler<, Zealand, Ulrecht, and Groningcn, uliicli, in 
167<>, entered into the compact 'tyled tlie Uiiion of Dtreclit, 
by wliioh they virtually deolured themselieB independent ol 
Spain C 

Vin 8 —And had tlireeloAeiui one wail empijU] An allu- 
sion to the vanous dominions of Philip who was it ones king of 
Spain, of Nnplea, of Portugal, &o. In the next si^inza his 
fether Gaiyon (Chailes V.) is for the same i-enfon described 
as hining "three bodies powTe in one combynd." C. 
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Arryyiiig, to Lis kyne for food assynd. ; 
The fayrest kyne aJive, but of the fiercest kjnd : 

10 For tliey were all, they say, of purple hew, 
Kept by a cowheard, hight Eurytioii, 
A cruell carle, the which all strangers slew, 
Ne day nor night did sleeps, t' attend them on. 
But walkt about them ever and anone 
With his two-headed do^e that Orthrus hight ; 
Orthrus hegotten by great 'Tj'phaon 
And foule Echidna in tlie house of Night : 

But Hercules them all did o 



11 His Sonne was this GJeryoneo hight ; 
Who, after that bis monstrous father fell 
Under Alcides etub, streight tooke his flight 
From that sad land, where he iiis syre did quell, 
And came to this, where Beige tlien did dwell 
And flourish in all wealth and happinesse, 
Being then new made widow, as befell, 
After her noble husbands late decease ^ ; 

Which gave beginning to her woe and wretched nesse. 

i Deceiae, deeefiae. 

XI. 8 Afler her noMe husbands lale decesse,] That is, m 

cording to Upton, lifter tlie assHssinatinn of tlie Prince of Oranp 
— wliioh ooourreS in I5S4. But this interpretalJQQ ia not eonBisI 
ent either with ths Imignage hsre empio^ed, or 'witli tlie oontei: . 
" Beige's noble hnsband," sajs Mr. Craiic, " must be Charles tb 
iloid, the last Duke of Burgundy, slain in 147T, tha marriagB of 
whose daughter with Mnximilian of Austria brought tlie NeBier- 
iondsinlo tlie possession of that foreign house"; and in this case 
Geryoiieo must be understood in the eleventh and twelfth stan 
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ij Then this bold tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking advantage and her yet fresh woes, 
Hiraselfe and service to her offered, 
Her to defend agmnst aH forrein foes 
That should their powre against her right oppose : 
WLereof she glad, now needing strong defence. 
Him entertayn'd' and did her champion chose ; 
Which long he usd with careful! diligence. 

The better to confirme her feai'elesse confidence. 

13 By meanes whereof she did at last commit 
All to his hands, and gave Mm soveraine powre 
To doe whatever he thought good or fit : 
Which having got, he gan forth from that howre 
To stirre np strife and many a tragicke stowve'' ; 
Giving her dearest children one by one 
Unto a dreadfull monster to devoure, 
And setting up an idole of his owne, 

The image of his monstrous parent Geryone, 

u So tyrannising and oppressing all, 

The woefuU widow had no meanes now leil, 
But unto gratious great Mercilla call 

1 EiitcrtTyti'd, nscaptBil, " Slniore, trouble. 

zaalo signify the Houae of Anstriii generaHy, of wliom cartainly 
no great oomplamt oould lie made before the eocessioii of Philip 
of Spain, C. 

SIII. T-9. The monster that deToured Hie children of Beige 
Is obviously the Inquisition, iotroduoed by Philip in 1666, and i-e- 
estttbliahed by Alva in 1667. The idol set up by the tyrant is the 
Eonum Catholic reHs™i the triple arown of the Pope being the 
parttoulnr in -which this idol i-BEembles Geryon. C. 
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BOOK V. CAKTO X. 405 

For ayde against that crucll tyrants theff, 
Ere ali her ciiildren lie from her had reft: 
Therefore those two, her eldest sonnes, she sent 
To seeke for succour of this ladies gieft^ : 
To whom their sut« they humbly did present 
In th' hearing of full many knights and ladies gent.^ 

16 Amongst the which then fortuned to bee 
The noble Briton Prince with his brave peare ; 
Who when he none of all those knights did see 
Hastily bent that enterprise to heare, 
Nor undei'take the same for cowheard feare, 
He stepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the rest in presence there, 
And humbly gan that mightie queene entreat 

To graunt him that adventure for hia former feat.' 

IS She gladly graunted it: then he straightway 
Himselfe unto his ioumey gan prepare, 
And all his armours readie dight that day, 
That nought the morrow next mote stay his fare.* 
The morrow next appear'd with purple hayre 
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fbunt, 
And bringing light into the heavens fayre, 
When he was readie to his steede lo mount 

Unto his way, which now was all his care and count. 



XVL 1 — She gbidiy gramited if,] The Qneen, in the year 
1585, appointed the Entl of Leicester to the oommnnd of the Eng- 
lish Bxpsdidon in aid of ttie NetherlwidB. C. 



.^hyGooglc 



IT Then taking humble leave of that great queene, 
Vfho gave him roiaU giftea and riclies rare. 
As tokens of her thankefuU mind heseene,' 
And leaving Artegall to his owne care. 
Upon his voy^e fortli he gan to fare 
With those two gentle j-outhes, which him did guide 
And all his way before him still prepare : 
Ne after him did Artegall abide, 

But on his first advenlure forward forth did ride. 

18 It was not long tiU that the Princo airived 
■Within the land where dwelt that ladie sad; 
Whereof that tyrant had her now deprived. 
And into moores and marshes banislit had. 
Out of the pleasant soyle and citties glad, 
In which she wont to harbour happily: 
But now his cruelty so sore she drad. 

That lo those fennes for fastnesse she did fly, 
And there herselfo did hyde from his hard ty- 

19 Ttere he her found in sorrow and dismay, 
All solitarie without living wight; 

For all her other children, through affray,^ 
Had hid themselves, or taken further flight: 
And eke herselfe thi-ough sudden strwige aifright. 
When one in armes she saw, began to tij; 
But, when her owne two sonnes she had ia sight, 
Sbe gMi fake hart and looke up ioyfuUy ; 
For well she wist this knight came succour to supply. 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



BOOK V. CANTO X. 407 

M And, rmining unto them with greedy iojes, 

Fell straight about their neckcs as they did kneele, 
AncI, hursting forth in teares, "Ah.! my sweet 

boyes," 
Sayd she, " yet now I gin new life to foele ; 
And feeble spirits, that gan faint and reele. 
Now rise againe at this your ioyous sight, 
Alreadie seemea that fortunes headlong wlieele 
Begins to turne, and sunne to shine more bright 

Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble 
knight." 

ai Then turning unto liim, " And you, Sir Knight," 
Said she, that taken have this toylesome paine 
For wretched woman, miserable wight, 
May you ia heaven immortall guerdon gaine 
For so great travell ' as you doe sustaine ! 
For oilier meede may hope for notie^ of mee. 
To whom nought else hut bare life doth remaine ; 
And that so wretched one, as ye do see 

Is liker lingring death then loathed life to bee.'' 

m Much was he moved with her piteous plight; 
And, low dismounting from his loftie steede, 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might, 
Seeking to drive away deepe-rooted dreede 
"With hope of helpe in that her greatest neede. 
So thence he wished her with him to wend 
Unto some place where they mote rest and feed^. 
And she fake comfort which God now did send : 

Good hart in evils doth the evils much amend. 

1 Travel!, travail, labor. ^ I. e. none may hope for. 
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ta "Ay me!" sayd she, "and whether shall I goe? 
Are not all places full of forraine powres ? 
My pallaces possessed of my foe, 
My cities sackt, and their slty-thveating toivres 
Raced ^ and made smooth fields now full of Howref 
Onely these inarishes ^ and myrie bogs, 
In wliich die fearefuU ewftes ' do build their bowre 
Teeld me au hostry ' mongst the croking frogs, 

And haj'bour here in safety from those ri 



21 "NatHesse," said he, "deare Ladie, with me goe; 
Some pla«e shall us receive and harbour yield ; 
If not, we will it force, maugre your foe, 
And purchase ' it to us with speare and shield : 
And if all fayle, yet farewell open field !^ 
The Earlh to all her creatures lodging lends." 
With such his chearefull speaohes he doili wield'' 
Her mind so well, tliat to his will she bends ; 

And, bynding up her locks and weeds,^ forth with him 

fis They came unto a cilie farre up land, 

The which whylome that ladies owne had bene ; 

1 Raced, razed. ^ Picrchaie, procure. 

a Jforis/iea, raarshss. ' ' I. e. may the open field go well with us. 

8 Hcftei, afts. T Wield, sway. 

' Joairj, lodging. B (Feafe, clothes. 

XXV. 1. — ^ ciUe, &c] This city would on the whole appear 
fi-om the description to be Antwerp; hut (it in hardly necessary 
to cemark) Hie narrative which follows has not the slightest fonn- 
dation in historical fact. If Leioestec is really intended by Prince 
Arthnr iu thia canto, the flattering representation liera givan of 
that noblemaa'a contemptible career in tlie Netherlands is quite 
unworthy of the poet. C. 
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But now by force extort ^ out of lier hand 
By her strong foe, who had defaced cleene 
Her stately fowres and buildings sunny sheene, 
Shut up her haven, mard her jnarchants trade, 
Robbed her people that full ricJi had beene. 
And in her necfce a caslle huge had made, 
The which did her commaund without needing per- 



is That castle was the sti-ength of all that slate, 
Untill that state by strength was pulled downe ; 
And that same citie, so now ruinate. 
Had bene the teye of all that kingdomes crowne ; 
Both goodly castle, and both goodly towae, 
Till that th' offended heavens list to lowre 
Upon their bliase, and balefull fortune frowne. 
When those gainststates and kingdomes do coniure,' 

Who then can tliinke their hedlong mine to recure ' 1 

27 But he had brought it now in servile bond. 
And made it beare the yoke of Inquisition, 
Sfryving long time in vwne it to withstond ; 
Yet glad at last to make most base submission, 



XXVI. 3. — Cilie, so lusi) rw.nale.'] Antwerp, whieli, in the 
reign of Chariea V., was tiie first commercial city in Europa, 
suffered greatly in the war waged by the States of Holloiid agninst 
bis successor. It was sacked by the Spaniards in 1678, and en- 
dui'ed a siege of fiim-taen montlis by thau' forces under the Prince 
of Parma, ending in ita capture in 1566. H. 
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And life enioy for any composition : 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Imposd on it with many a hard condition, 
And forced it the honour that is dew 
To God to doe unto his idole most untrew. 

ss To him he hath before this castle greene ^ 
Built a faire chappell, and an altar framed 
Of costly ivory full rich beseene, 
Oa which that cursed idole, farre proclamed, 
He hath set up, and him his god hath named ; 
Offring to him in sinful! sacrifice 
The flesh of men, to Gods owne likenesse framed. 
And powring forth their bloud in brutishe wize, 
That any yron eyes to see it would agrize.'' 

29 And, for more horror and more crueltie, 
Under that cursed idols alfar-stone 
An hideous monster doth in darknesse lie, 
"Whose dreadful! shape was never scene of none 
That lives on earth but unto those alone 
The which unto him sacrificed bee ■. 
Those he devoures, they say, both flesh and bone , 
What else they have is all the tyrants fee ^ : 

So that no wliit of them rcmayning one may see. 

1 1, e. this oastla's gi-aen. s Fee, property. 



XXIX. S. — An hideona monslv 3oth in darknesse lie.] The 
proceedings of the Inquisition ia the Netherlivnife, botli trials aad 
pniiishments, were conducted in secrecy. C. 
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BOOK V. CASIO X. 411 

30 There oke he placed a strong garrisone, 
And set a Scneschall of dreiidecl might. 
That by his powre oppressed every one, 
And vanquislied al! vontroiis knights in fight; 
To whom he wont shew all the shame he might. 
After that them in battell he had wonnc ; 

To which when now they gan approch in sight, 

The Ladie eounseld him the place to shonne, 

Whereas so many knights had fouly bene fordonne.' 

SI Her feai-efuU speaches nought he did regard ; 
But, ryding Btreight under the castle wall, 
Called aloud unto the watchfull ward 
Which there did waytc, willing them forth to call 
Into the field their tyrants seneschall ; 
To whom when tydings thereof came, he streight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withftll 
Eftsoones forth pricked proudly in his might, 

And gan with courage fierce addresse him to the fight. 

31 They both encounter in the middle plaine,* 
And their sharpe speares doe both together smite 
Amid their shields, with so huge might and mame, 
That seem'd their soules they wold have ryven 

quight 
Out of their breasts with furious deapight : 
Yet could the Seneschals no entrance find 

I Fardotaie, unilone, ^ I. 6. Id the middle of the plain, 

XXS. 2. — A SmesduM of beaded mighty The riince of 
Paiinii, the greatest soldier of hia day. C. 
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Into the Princes shield, where it empight,^ 

(So pui-e the metall was and well refynd,) 

But sliivered all about, and scattered in the wynd. 

33 Not so tie Princes j but with restlesse force 
Into his shield it readie passage found. 
Both through his haberieon ^ and eke his corse ; 
"Which tombling downe upon the senselesse gi-onnd 
Gave leave unto his ghost from thraldome bound 
To wander in the grieslj shades of night. 
There did the Prinee him leave in deadly swound, 
And thence (into the Castle marched right. 

To see if entrance there as yet obtaine he might. 

3-! But, as he nigher drew, three Knights he spyde, 
All arm'd to point, issuing forth apace, 
Which towards him with all their powre did ryde, 
And, meeting him right in the middle race, 
Did all their speares attonce on him enchace.' 
As three great culverings for batfrie bent. 
And leveld all against one certaine place, 
Doe all ationce their thunders rage forth renl,^ 

Tliat makes the wals to stagger with astonishment : 

3s So all attonce they on the Prince did thonder ; 
Who from his saddle swarved nought asyde, 
Ne to their force gave way, that was great wonder ; 
But like a bulwarke firmcly did ahyde, 
Eebutting him, which in the midst did ryde. 



.^hyGooglc 
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"With so huge rigour, that his inortan speare 
Past through his shield and pierst through either 

sydes 
That downe he fell uppon his mothei' deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreare.^ 

se Whom when hia other fellowes saw, they fled 
As fast as feefe could carry them away ; 
And alter them the Prince as swiftly sped, 
To be aveng'd of their unknightly play. 
There, whilest they, entring, th' one did th' othei 

The hindmost in the gale he overhent,* 
And, as he pressed in, him there did slay : 
His carkasse, tumbling on the threshold, sent 
His grotiing soule unto her place of punishment. 

87 The other which wsis entred laboured fast 
To spen-e' the gate ; but that same lumpe of clay. 
Whose grudging ghost was thereout fled and past. 
Eight in the middest of the threshold lay. 
That it the posterne did from closing stay : 
The whiles the Prince hard preased in betweerie, 
And entraunce wonne : streight th' other fled away. 
And ran into the hall, where he did weene 

Hiaiselfe to save ; but he there slew him at the skreene.* 

3S Then all the rest which in that castle were, 
Seeing that sad enaample them hefore, 
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Durst Bot abide, but fled away for feare, 

And them convayd out at a posterne dore. 

Long sought the Prince ; but, when ho found no 

T* oppose against his powre, he forth issued 
Unto that lady, where he her had lore,' 
And her gan cheare with what she there had vewed, 
And, what she had not seene within, unto her shewed : 

}i Who with right humble thankea him goodly greeting 
For so great prowesse as he there had proved, 
Much greater then was ever in her weeting,^ 
With great admiraunce inwardly was moved. 
And honourd him with all that her behoved. 
Thenceforth into that castle he her led 
With her two sonnes right deare of her beloved ; 
Where all tluit night themselves they cherished. 

And fi'om her balefull minde all cai'c he banished. 

1 Znre, left. 2 lT^e!inj(, kiiowledga. 
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CANTO XI. 

Prince AMhure overeomes tha grent 

Gerioneoin fight: 
Doth slay the Monster, and KStora 

Eelge unto her right. 

I It often fals, in course of common !if«, 
That right long time is overborne of wrong 
Through avarice, or powre, or guile, or strife, 
That weakens her, and makes her party strono-: 
But Justice, though her dome^ she doe prolong, 
Yet at the last she will her owne cause right : 
As by sad Beige seemes ; whose wrongs though 

long 
She suffred, yet at length she did requight, 
And sent redresse thereofby this brave Briton knight. 

J Whereof when newes was to that tyrant brought, 
How that the Lady BeJge now had found 
A champion, that had with his champion fought, 
And laid his Seneschall low on the ground, 
And eke himselfe did threaten to confound ; 
He gan to burne in rage, and friese in feare. 
Doubting sad end of principle^ unsound : 
Yet, sith he heard but one that did appeai-e, 
He did himselfe encourage and take better clieare. 
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e himselfe he armed all in hast, 
And forth he far'd with all his many ■* bad, 
Ne stayed step, till that he came at last 
Unto the Castle which they conquerd had. 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad,' 
He sternely marcht before the castle gate, 
And, with bold vaunts and ydSe threatning, bad 
Deliver him his owne, ere yet too late, 
To which they had no right, nor any wrongfull 

4 The Prince staid not his aunswere to devize, 
But, opening streight the sparre,' forth fo him came, 
Full nobly mounted in right warlike wize 5 
And asked him, if that he were the same, 
Wlio all that wrong unto that wofull dame 
So long bad done, and from her native land 
Exiled her, that all the world spake shame. 
He boldly aunswerd him, He there did stand 
That would his doings iu stifle with his owne hand. 

6 With that so furiously at him he flew. 
As if he would have over-run him streight ; 
And with his huge great yron axe gan hew 
So hideously uppon his armour bright. 
As be to peeees would have chopt it quight ; 
That tlie bold Prince was forced foote to give 
To Ms first rage, and yeeld to his despight ; 



1 Many, company. « Sj)arrf, fiislening. 

1 Ydrad, dreaded. 

s I. B. not even ii wrongful eatalB or title. 
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The whilest at Mm so dreadfully he drive,' 
That seem'd a marble rocke asunder could have rive.^ 

6 Thereto ^ a great advauntage eke he has 
Through his three double hands thrise multlplyde,. 
Besides the double strength which in thent was: 
For stil, when fit occ^ion did hetjde, 

He could his weapon shift from side to sjde, 
From hand to hand ; and with such nimblesse sly 
Could wield about, that, ere it were espide, 
The wicked stroke did wound his enemy 
Behinde, beside, before, aa he it list apply. 

7 Which uncouth use ^ when aa the Prince perceivedi. 
He gan fo watch the wielding of his hand, 

Least by such slight he were unwares deceived ; 
And ever, ere he saw the stroke to land, 
He would it mecte and warily withstand. 
One time, when he his weapon faynd fo shift, 
As he was wont, and chang'd from hand to hand. 
He met him with a counter-stroke so swift. 
That qaile smit off his arme as he it up did lift. 

8 Therewith all fraught with fury and disdaine, 
He brayd aloud for very fell despight ; 

And sodainely, t' avenge himselfe againe,. 
Gan inW one assemble all the might 
Of all his hands, and heaved them on hight,. 
Thinking to pay him with that one for all ;. 



.^hyGooglc 



But the sad^ Steele seizd not, where it was hight,^ 

Uppon the childe,' but somewhat short did fah, 

And, lighting on his horses head, him quite did mall.* 

9 Downe streight to ground fell his astonisht steed, 
And ,eke to th' earth his burden with him bare ; 
But he himselfe full lightly from him freed. 
And gan himselfe to fight on foote prepare ; 
Whereof when as the Gyant was aware. 
He wox right blyth, as he had got^ thereby, 
And lauglit so loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might have seene enranag'd disorderly. 
Like to a rancke of piles that pitched are awry. 

!» Eftsoones againe his axe he raught' on hie, 
Ere he were throughly buckled to his geare,' 
And can ° let drive at him so dreadfuUie, 
That liad he chaunced not his shield to reare, 
Ere that huge stroke arrived on him neare, 
He had liim surely cloven quite in twaine : 
But th' adamantine shield which he did beare 
So well was terapred, that, for all his maine,^ 

It would no passage yeeld unto his purpose vsune. 

11 Yet was the stroke so forcibly applide, 
That made him stagger with uncertaine sway, 
As if he would have tottered to one side : 



Sad, heavy. 


e Ra«shi, reiiRlied. 


! Btghl, directed. 


' I. c. ready for his 


' Childe, youth. 


s Om, gaii. 


1 Mall, mnul, eruBh. 


S Maine, strength. 


' Got, gainad. 
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■\Vherewilli full wroth he fiercely gioi asaay 
That curt'sie with like kindnesse to repay. 
And smote at him with so importune might, 
That two more of his armes did fall away. 
Like fi-oitlesse bramiches, which tlie hatchets slight^ 
Hath pruned fi-om tlie native tree and cropped quight, 

1-2 With that alt mad and furious he grew, 
Like a fell mastiffe Uirough enraging heat, 
And curst, and band,' and blasphemies forth threw 
Against his gods, and fire to them did threat, 
And hell unto hiraselfe with horrour great: 
Thenceforth he car'd no more wliich way he 

strooke, 
Nor where it light ' ; but gan to eliaufe and sweat. 
And gnasht his teeth, and his head at him shooke, 

And aternely him beheld with grim and ghastly looke. 

13 Nought fear'd the childe liis lookes, no j'ct his 
threuts ; 
But onely wexed now the more aware 
To save himselfe from those his furious heats, 
And watch advauntage how to worke his eai-e,'' 
The which good fortune to him oflred faire : 
For as he in his n^e him overstrooke. 
He, ere he could his weapon backe repfure,* 
His side all bare and naked ovcrtooke, 

And with liis mortal st«el quite through the bod 



l(,skilfui stroke; or, simply, sK(. * Care, ti-ouli 
1 Jiepnire, ve 
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14 Through all three bodies he him atrooke atfonce, 
That all the tliree attonce fell oa the plaine, 
Else should he thiise have needed for the nonce* 
Them to have stricken, and thrise to have sl^ne. 
So now all three one sencelesse lumpe remaine, 
EnwaUow'd in his owns blacke bloudy gore, 
And byting th' earth for very deaths disd^ne ; 
Who, with a cloud of night him covering, bore 

Downe to the house of dole,^ his dales there to deplore. 

16 Which when the Lady from the castle saw. 
Where she wilh her two sonnes did looking stand. 
She towards him in hast herselfe did draw 
To greet him ' the good fortune of his hand ; 
Ani. all the people, both of towne and land, 
Which there stood gazing from the citties wall 
Uppon tliese warrioura, greedy t' undoi'stand 
To whether ' should the victory befall. 

Now when they saw it felne, they eke him greeted all. 

iH But Beige, with her sonnes, prostrated low 
Before his feete in all that peoples sight, 
Mongst ioyes mixing some tears, mongst wele some 

Him thus bespate : " most redoubted Knight, 
The which hast me, of all, most wretched wight, 
That earst was dead, restor'd to life againe. 
And these wcake impes^ replanted by thy might; 

1 For the nonce, for tlie occasion. * WhelJier, wlijcli of the two. 
i* JMe, sonov. ^ Ibij,(s, sliootB. 

* L 6. to congratulate him upon. 
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"What guerdon can I give thee for tliy paiiic, 
But even that which thou savedst thine still to re- 



n He fooke her up forby ^ tiie lilly hand, 
And her recomforted the best he might, 
Saying ; " Deare Lady, deedes ought not be swmd 
By th' authors manhood, nor the doers might, 
But by their traeth and by the causes right : < 
That same is it which fought for yo« this day. 
"What other meed then need me to requight, 
But that -which yeeldeth vertues meed alway? 

That is, the Tertue selfe, which her reward doth pay." 

IS She humbly thankt him for that wondrous grace, 
And further sayd : "Ah ! Sir, but mote ye please, 
Sith ye thus farre have tendred my poore case, 
As fi-om my chiefest foe me to release. 
That your victorious arme ivill not yet cease, 
Till ye have rooted all the relickes out 
Of that vilde ^ race, and stahlished my peace." 
" What is there else," sayd he, " left of their rout ? 

Declare it boldly. Dame, and doe not stand in dout." ' 

19 « Then wole yon. Sir, that in Ihis church hereby 
There stands an Idole. of great note and name. 
The which this gyant reared first on hie, 



XVI. S. - But 6PCT that, &c.] Does not this plainly allude t( 
the States' offer, and to the Queen's rofnsnl, of Hie sorei-eignty ol 
the Netherlimils? Uptok. 
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And of his owiie yaine fancies thought did frame ; 
To whom, for endlesse horrour of his shame, 
He offred up for daily sacriiize 
My children and my people, biinit in Same 
With all the tortures that he could devize, 
The more t' aggrate^ his god with such Iiis blouddy 

5( " And underneath this idoll there doth lie 
An hideous Monster, that doth it defend. 
And feedes on all the earkasses that die 
In sacrifize unto that cursed feend: 

. Whose ugly shape none ever saw nor kend,'^ 
That ever scap'd : for of a man they say 
It has the voice, that speaches forth doth send, 
Even blasphemous words, which she doth bray 

Out of her poysnous entrails fraught with dire cle 

31 'Wliich when the Prince heard tell, his iieart gan 
earne* 
For great desiro that monster to assay ; 
And prayd the place of her abode to learne : 
Which being shew'd, he gan himselfe streightway 
Thereto addresse, and his bright shield display. 
So to the church he came, where it was told 
The monster underneath the altar lay ; 
There he that idol! saw, of massy gold 

Most richly made, but there no monster did behold. 
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33 Upon the image with his naked blade 

Three times, as in defiance, there he strooke ; 
And, the third time, out of an hidden shade 
There forth issewd from under th' aJtai-s smooke 
A dreadfull Feend, with fowle deformed looke. 
That stretcht itselfe as it had long lyen still ; 
And her long taile and fethers strongly shooke, 
That all the temple did with terronr till ; 

Yet him nought terriiide that feared nothing ill. 

aa An huge great beast it was, when it in length 
Was stretched forth that nigh fild alJ the place. 
And seem'd to be of infinite great strength ; 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellish race, 
Borne of the brooding of Echidna base. 
Or other like inferaall Furies kinde : 
For of a ma jd she had the outward face. 
To hide the horrouv which did lui-ke behinde. 

The bett«r to beguile whom she so fond' did' 

n Thereto the body of a dog she had. 
Full of fell ravin and fierce greedinesse ; 
A lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad. 
To rend and teare whatso she can oppresse ; 
A dragons faile, whose sting without redresse 
Full deadly wounds whereso it is empight^ ; 
And eagles wings, for scope and speedinesse, 
That nothing may escape her reaching might, 

Whereto she ever list to make her hardy fiight. 

1 Fond, foolish. " EmpigU, lisoJ. 
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as Muct like in foulnesse and deformity 

Unto tlial monster, whom tlie Theban knighf, 

The father of that fataJI progeny, 

Made kill herselfe for very hearts despight 

That he had red her riddle, which no wight 

Could ever loose ' but suffred deadly doole ^ : 

So also did this monster use like slight 

To many a one which came unto her schoole, 

Whom she did put to death, deceived like a foole. 

S6 She comming forth, when as she first beiield 
The armed Prince with shield so blazing bright 
Her ready to assaile, was greatly queld, 
And much dlsmayd with that diamayfull sight, 
That backe she would have tumd for gi'eat affright : 
But he gan her with courage fierce assiiy. 
That forst her turoe againe in her despigbt 
To save hei'selfe, least that he did her slay ; 

And sure he liad her slaine, had she not turnd her way. 

ai Tho, when she saw that she was forst to fight. 
She flew at him like to an hellish feend, 
And on his sliield tooke hold with all her mighty 
As if that it she wonld in peeces rend, 
Or reave ° out of the hand that did it hend * ; 
■Strongly he strove out of her greedy gripe 
To loose his shield, and long while did contend ; 



M-.] The Sphinx. The TliGhaii 
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But, when he eouM not quit* it, with one stripe 
Her lions clawes he from her feet« away did wipe. 

28 With that aloude she gan to bray and yell, 
And fowle hlasph^moua speaehes forth did cast, 
And bitl«r curses, horrible to tell ; 
That even the temple, wherein she was plasi, 
Did qualie to heare, aad nigh asunder brast ^ ; 
Tho with her huge long taile slie at him strooke. 
That made him stagger and stand halfe agast 
With trembling ioynts, as he fpr terrour shooke ; 

Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 

SB As when the mast of some well-timbred hulke ^ 
Is with the blast of some outragious storme 
Biowne downe, it shakes the bottome of the hulke, 
And makes her ribs to cracke as they were tome, 
Whilest still she stands as stonisht and forlome ; 
So waa he stound° with stroke of her huge taile : 
But, ere that it she backe againe had borne, 
He with his sword it strooke, that without faile 

He ioynted it, and raard the swinging of her flaije. 

30 Then gan she cry much louder then afore, 
That all the people, there without, it heard, 
And Beige selfe was therewith stonied* sore, 
As if the onely ^ sound thereof she feard. 
But then tlie Feend herselfe more fiercely reard 
Uppon her wide great wings, and strongly flew 
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With all her hocly at his head aiid beai'J, 
That had he not foreseene, with heedftill vew, 
And tln'ovvn his shield atvveen, sho had iiirn done' 



31 But, as alie preat on him with heavy sway, 
Under her wombe his fatall sword he thrust, 
And for her entrailea made an open way 

To issue forth ; the which, once being brust,' 
Like to a great mill-damb forth fiercely gusht, 
And powred out of her infernaJl siiike 
Most ugly filth ; and poyson therewith rusht, 
Tliat him nigh choked with the deadly stlnte : 
Such loathly matter were small lust* to speake or 
think e. 

32 Then downe to ground fell that deformed masse, 
Breatliiug out clouds of sulphure fowle and blacke, 
In which a puddle of contagion was, 

More loathd then Lerna, or then Stygian lake. 
That any man would nigh awhaped * make : 
WTiom when he saw on ground, he was full glad, 
And streight went forth his gladnesse (o partake 
With Beige, who watcht all this while full sad, 
Wayting what end would he of that same daunger 

33 Whom when she saw so ioyously come forth, 
She gan reioyce and shew triumphant cliere, 
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Lauding and praysing liis renowmetl worth 
By all the names that honorable were. 
Then in he brought her, and her shewed there 
The present of his painea, that monsters spoyle, 
And eke that idoll deem'd so costly dere ; 
Whom he did all to peeces breake, and foyle ' 
In flltliy durt, and left so in the loathely soyle. 

31 Then all the people whieh beheld that day 
Gan shout aloud, that unto heaven it rong ; 
And all the damzela of that fowne in ray'^ 
Came dauneing forth, and ioyous cairols song : 
So him they led through all their streetes along 
Crownedwitli gh-Ionds of immortall bales ; 
And all lie vulgar did about them throng 
To see tlie man, whose everlasting prtuse 

They all were bound to all posterities to raise. 



3s There he with Beigas did a while n 
Making gi-eat feast and ioyous merriment, 
TJntill he had her settled ia her raine* 
With safe assuraunce and esta,blishment. 
Then to his first emprize his mind he lent, 
Full loath to Belgse and to all the rest ; 
Of whom yet taking leave thenceforth he we 



XXXni. 7. — A^dele Siat idoll, &c.] Menning thathe tibol- 
islied tiie Popish rallgion and established the Protestant, t jton. 

XXXV. B. — Hisjirsl Enipme.] His searoli after Gloriaiia, the 
Faerie Queene. H, 
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And to his former iouniey him addrest ; 
On which long way he ro<3e> ne ever day did rest. 

aa But turne we aow fo nohle Artegall ; 

Who, having left Mercillo, streightway went 
On his fii-st quest, the which him forth did call, 
To weet, to worke Irenaes frauchisement, 
And eke (xrantortoes worthy punishment. 
So forth he fared, as his manner was, 
With onely Talus wayting diligent, 
Thi-ough many perils ; and much way did pasj 

Till nigh unto the place at length approcht he has. 

a: There as he traveld by the way, he met 
An aged wiglit wayfaring all alone, 
Who thixjugh his yeares long since aside had set 
Tlie use of amies, and battell quite forgone^ : 
To whom as he approcht, he knew anone 
That it ivas he wliich ivhilome did attend 
On faire Irene in her aSliition, 
When first to Faery Court he saw her wend, 
Unto his Soveraine Queene her suite for to com- 
as Whom by his name saluting, thus he gau ; 
" Hiiile, good Sir Ser^s, truest knight alive, 
Well fi'ide in all tliy ladies troubles tlian^ ■ 
When her that tyrant did of crowns deprive ; 
Wiiat new occasion doth tlie« hither drive, 
Whiles she alone is left, and thou here found ? 

1 Fui'jfflie, alniiilonetl. * Ihm, then. 
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Or is she thrall, or doth she not survive ?" 
To whora he thus : " She liveth sure and sound ; 
But by that tyrant is in lyi-etched thi-aldome hound: 

39 " For she presuming on th' appointed tyde,' 
la which ye proroist, as ye were a knight, 
To meete her at the Salvias Hands syde, 
And then and there for trial! of her right 
With her unrighteous enemy to fight, 

Did thither eome ; where she, afrayd of nought, 
By guilefull treason and by subtill alight 
Surprized was, and to Grantorto brought, 
Who her imprisond hath, and her life often sought. 

40 " And now he hath to her prefixt a day. 
By which if that no champion doe appeare, 
Which will her cause in battailous array 
Against him iustifle, and prove her cleai'e 

Of all those crimes that he gainst her doth reare, 
She death shall sure aby." ^ Those tidings sad 
Did much abash Sir Artegall to heare. 
And gi-ieved sore, that tlirough his fault she had 
Fallen into that tyrants hand and usage bad. 

41 Then thus replide: "Now sure and by my life, 
Too much am I too blame ' for that faire maide, 
That have her draivne to all tliis troublous strife. 
Through promise to afford her timely aide. 
Which, by default, I have not yet defraide: 
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But witnesse unto me, ye iieavens ! that know 
How tleare I am from blame of this uphraide; 
For ye into like thraldome me did throw, 
And kept from compSishiog the faith which I did owe. 

42 " But now aread,* Sir Sergis, how long space 
Hath he her lent a champion to provide." 
« Ten d^es," quoth he, " he graunted hath of grace, 
For that he weeneth well before that tide 
None can have tidings to assist her side : 
For all the shores, which to llie sea aceoste,^ 
He day aud night doth ward " both far and wide. 
That none can there arrive without an hoste ! 

So her he deeniea ah'eady but a damned ghoste." 

4a "Kow turns agsune," Sir Artegall then sayd ; 
" For, if I live till tliose ten dales luve ead, 
Assure yourselfe, Sir Knight, she shall have ayd, 
Though I this dearest life for her doe spend." 
So backeward he attone* with him did wend. 
Tho, as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend,' 
Flocking together in confusde array ; 

As if that there were some tumultuous affray. 

44 To which as they approcht the cause to know, 
They saw a Knight in daungei-ous distresse 

1 Aread, say, * Allone, at oijcc, tosctliec. 

3 Acaaie, adjoin. ^ STenrf, saw. 

* Ward, guard. 
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Of a rude rout him chasing to and fro, 
That sought with lawlesse powre him to oppresse, 
And bring in bonclage of their brutjshnesse : 
And faire away, amid their rakehell ' bands, 
They spide a Lady left all succourlesse. 
Crying, and holding up her wretched hands 
To him for aide, who long in vaine their rage witii- 
stands. 

46 Yet still he stripes, ne any perill spares. 
To reskue her from their rude violence ; 
And like a lion wood ^ amongst them fares, 
Dealing his dreadful! bbwes with lai^e dispenoe, 
Gainst which the pallid death findea no defence ; 
But all in vaine ; their numbers are so great, 
That naught may boot to banishe them from thence ; 
For, soone as he their outrage baeke doth beat, 

They tame afresh, and oft renew their former threat. 

46 And now they doe so shavpely him assay. 
That they his shield in peeces battred have. 
And forced hira to throw it quile away, 
Fro dangers dread his douhtfull life to save ; 
Alhe that it most safety to him gave. 
And much did magnifie his noble name : 

1 RiMiett, wUa, disordarly. « Wood, mad. 



NavMre; tha ™(fe iwrf, hig rsbdiious subjeola; the Lndy, France, 
orthfl Genius of Franca, called Flourdelia. Upton. 

XL VI. 3. — To tlii-ow a qsite away.} That is, to i-enonnce his 
Protestant fnitU; in allusion to Ephes. t1. 10, "Above oil, taking 
the shield of fsiith." Upton. 
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For, from the day that te thus did it leave, 
Amongst all knights he hlotted was with blame, 
And counted but a recreant knight with endles shame. 

47 Whom when they tius distressed did behold, 
They drew unto his aide ; but that rude rout 
Them iJso gaii assaile with outrage bold. 
And forced them, however strong and stout 
They were, as well approv'd in many a doubt,* 
Backe to recule'; untill tlat yron man 
"With his huge fl^le began to lay about; 
Fi-om whose steme presence they diffused' ran. 

Like scattred chaffe, the which tlie wind away doth fan. 

4B So when tliat knight from perill cleare was freed, 
He drawing neare began to greete them faire. 
And yeeld great thonkes for their so goodly deed, 
la saving him from daungerous despaire 
Of those which sought his life for to empmre*: 
Of whom Sir Artegall gan then enquire 
The whole occasion of his late misfare," 
And who he was, and what those villaines were. 

The which with mortall malice him pursu'd so nere. 

49 To whom he thus : " My name is Eurbon hight, 
Well knowne, and ftir renowmecl heretofore, 
Unfjll late mischiefe did uppon me light, 
That all my former praise hath blemisht sore: 
And that feire lady, which in that uprore 

1 Doaht, crisis. * Empiare, injure, destroy, 

a Recale, recoil. = MhfaM, misfortune. 
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Ye with those cajtives saw, Flourdelis hight, 
la mine owne Love, though me she have forlore*^ 
Whether withiield from me bj wrongful! might. 
Or with lier owne good will, I cannot read ^ aright. 

so "But sure to me her faith she first did plight 
To be my Love, and take me for her loi-d ; 
Till that a tyrant, which Grandtorto higlit^ 
With golden gitles and many a guiiefuU word 
Entyced her to him. for to accord. 
O, who may not with gifts and words be tempted I 
Sith which alie hath me ever since abhord. 
And to my foe hath guilefully consented : 

Ay me, that ever guyle in wemen was invented 1" 

61 "And now he hath this troupe of villains sent 
By open force to fctcli her quite away; 
Gainst whom myselfe I long in vaine have bent 
To rescue her, and dmiy meanes assay, 
Tet rescue her thence by no meanes I may ; 
For they doe me with multitude oppresse, 
And with unequall might dofe overlay, 

J Foj&j-e, abandoned. ' Jiivenlal, found. 



L. S. — Grmdlmio.] Tha king of Spain, wbose liostility to 
Henry IV. and leal for the Catholic faith led liira to take an 
active part in the rali^ons wara of Fraase. H, 

LI. 1. — And now he hath this troupe of vHIaiiii seni.] After 
Hanty IV. had defeated the Leoguera in ths battla of I™, he wa? 
oonipelied to nuse the siege of Paris by the Ikike of Tai-miv and n. 
Spanish army. H. 
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That oft I i3rivea am to great distrease, 
And forc«d to foi-goe th' attempt remedilesse." 

M "But why have ye," said Artegall, "forhorne 
Tour owne good shield in dauagerops dismay? 
That is the greatest shame and foulest scome, 
"Which unto any knight behappen may, 
To loose the badge that should his deedes display." 
To whom Sir Burbon, blushing halfe for shame : 
"Tliat shall I unto you," quoth he, "bewray,* 
Least ye therefore mot« happily ^ me blame, 

And dccrae it doen of will, that through iiiforcement 



53 "True is that I at first was dubbed knight 

By a good knight, the Knight of the Eed-erosse 
Who, when he gave me armes in field to light, 
Gave me a shield, in which he did endosse' 
His deare Redeemers badge upon the bosse : 
The same long while I bore, and therewitliall 
Fought maity battels without wound or loase ; 
Therewith Graodtorto selfe I did appall, 
And made him oftentimes in field before me fall. 

54 "But for that many did that shield envie, 
And cruell enemies increased more ; 

To stint all strife and troublous enmilie. 
That bloudie scutchin ^ being battered sore 
I layd aside, and have of late forbore ; 
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Hoping thereby to have my Love obiajned : 
Yet can I not my Love have nattemore ; 
For she by foi-ce la still fvo me detayned, 
And with corruptfull brybes is fo untruth mistrayned,* " 

6a To whom thus Ai'tegall : " Certes, Sir Kaight, 
Hard is the case the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not so hard (for nought so hard may IJght^ 
Tliat it to such a streight mote you constraine) 
As to abandon that wliich doth contajne 
Your honours stile, that is, your warlike shield. 
All perill ought be lesse, and lesse all paiae. 
Then losse of fame in disaventrous ' field : 

Dye rather, then doe ought that mote dislionoiir yield ! " 

5B " Not so," quoth he ; " for yet, when time doth serve, 
My former shield I may resume againe ; 
To temporize is not from truth to swerve, 
Ne for advantage terme to entertaine, 
Wheuas uecessitie doth it constraine." 
" Fie on such forgerie," said Artegall, 
" Under one hood to shadow faces twaine : 
Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all; 

Of all things, fo dissemble, fouly may befall.^ 

M " Yet let me you of eourtesie request," 
Said Burbon, "to assist me now at need 
Against these pesants which have me oppresf. 
And forced me to so infamous deed, 
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That yet my Love may from their hands be fj'eed." 
Sir Artegal!, albe he earst did wyte ' 
His wavering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 
And, buckling him eftsoonea unto the fight, 
Did set upon those troupes with all his powre and might. 

S3 Wlio flocking round about them, as a swarme 
Of flyes upon a birchen bough doth cluster, 
Did them assault with terrible allarme, 
And over all the fields themselves did muster. 
With bils and gJayves ' making a dreadfull luster ; 
That forst at first those knights baeke to retyre ; 
As, when the wrathfull Boreas doth bluster. 
Nought may abide the tempest of his yre, 

Both man and beast doe fly, and succour doe inquyre. 

s9 But, when as overblowen was that brunt. 
Those knights began afresh them to assajle, 
Aad all about the fields hke squirrels hunt ; 
But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 
Gainst which no flight nor rescue mote avayle, 
Made cruell havocke of the baser crew. 
And chaced them both over hill and dale ; 
The raskall maaie ' soone they overthrew ; 

But the two knights themselves their captains did 
sub dew. 

60 At last they came whereas that Ladie bode,* 
Whom now her keepers liad forsaken quight 
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To save themselves, and scattered were abrode : 
Her halfe dismayd they found in doubtfull phght, 
As neither glad nor aorie for their sight ; 
Yet wondrous fmre she was, and richly clad 
Iq roiall robes, and many iewelsdight ; 
But that those villens through their usage bad 
Them fouly rent, and shamefully defaced had. 

«i But Burbon, streight dismounting from his steed, 
TJato her ran with greedie great desyre, 
And, catching her fast by her ragged weed," 
Would have embraced her with Iiart entyre' ; 
But she, backstarting with disdainefuU yre, 
Bad him avaunt, ne would unto his lore' 
Allured be for prayernor for meed : 
Whom when those knights so froward and for- 

Beheid, they her rebated and upbrayded sore. 

ei Sayd Arfegall : " What foule disgrace is this 
To so faire ladle, as ye seeme in sight, 
To blot your beautie, that unblemisht is. 
With so foule blame as breach of faith once plight. 
Or change of love for any worlds delight ! 
Is ought on earth so pretious or dears 
As pvayse and honour ? or is ought so bright 
And beautiful! as glories beames appeare, 

Whose goodly light then Phebus lampe doth shine 
more cleare ? 
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03 " Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted^ bee 
Unto a strangers love, so lightly placed, 
For guiftes of gold or any worldly glee, 
To leave the Love that ye before embraced. 
And let your fame with fakhood be defaced? 
Fie on the pelfe for which good name is sold, 
And honour with indignitie debased ! 
Dearer is love then life, and fame then gold ; 

But dearer then tliem both your fuitli once plighted 
hold." 

81 Much was the Ladie in her gentie mind 
Abasht at his rebuke, that bit her neare ; 
Ne ought to anawere thereunto did find : 
But, hanging downe her head with heavie clieare, 
Stood long amaz'd, as she iunated^ weare : 
Which Burbon seeing, her againe assayd, 
And, clasping twixt his armes, her up did reare 
Upon bis steede, whiles she no whit gainesayd : 

So bore her quite away, nor well nor ill apayd. 

«s Nathlesse the Yron Man did still pursew 
That raskall many with unpittied spoyle ; 
Ne ceaased not, tjll all their Bcattred crew 
Into the sea be drove, quite fram that soyle 
The which they troubled had witli great tui'raoyle : 

tmpted. 2 AmateS, oonfonnded. 



LXIV. B. — Nor jmU nor %U irpairf.] Showing neither satis 
factioH nor dissatisfaction ; in Bllusion to the nearly equal advan 
isges 'Which tlie Proteetant and Cutholic parties had gnmed, n 
the acces^on of Henry IV. to the throne. H. 
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But Artegall, seeing his eruell deed, 
Commaunded him from slaughter to recoyle,^ 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed ; 
For that the teruie, approcliiiig tast, required speed. 

1 Eecot/Ie, relira. 
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CANTO SII. 

Artegali doth Sir Bnvbon iuda, 
And blames for chaii^Dg ahiald : 

He with the great Umntorto fights, 
And Ehiiethliim In field. 



1 SACKED 1 hunger of ambilitius mindea, 
And impotent' desire of men to raine ! 
Whom neither dread of God, that devils hindes, 
Nor lawes of men, that eoranion-weales containe,* 
Nor bands of nature, tliat ivilde beas^es restriune. 
Can keepe fi-om outrage and from doing wrong, 
Where they may hope a kingdome to obtaine : 
No faith so firme, no trust can be so strong, 
No love so lasting then, that may enduren long. 



e may Burbon be; whom all the bands 
Which may a knight assure had surely bound, 
Untill the love of lordship and of lands 
Made him become most faithlesse and unsound : 
And witnesse be Gerioneo foimd, 
Who for like cause faire Beige did oppresse, 



Ai^. 1 Artegali doth Sir Burbaa aide, 

And bUaaea for chanffinj/ sldeld.'] 

These two lines are the argument of the last thirty st 
of Iha pracading canto. No doubt the poet originHlly inb 
that this tivelfth canto should begin with the adTontn 
Art«gall and Sir Burbon. C. 
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And right and wrong most cruelly confound : 
And so be now Grantorto, who no lesse 
Then all tlie rest burst out to all outragiousnesse. 

» Gainst wliom Sir Artegall, long having since 
Taken ia hand tii' exploit, (being thereloo 
Appointed by that mighlje Faerie prince, 
Great Gloriaue, that tyrant to fordoo,^) 
Through other gi-eat adventures hethertoo 
Had it forslackt': but now lime drawing ny, 
To him assynd her high beheast to doo. 
To the sea-shore he gan his way apply, 
To iveete' if shipping readie he mote there descry 

4 Tho, when they came to the sea-coast, they fqund 
A ship all readie, as good fortune fell. 
To put to sea, with whom they did compound 
To passe tliem over where them list to tell ; 
The winde and weather served them so well, 
That in one day they with the coast did fall'; 
Whei'eas they readie found, tliem to repel), 

1 Fordoa, dastray. 3 Weeie, leam. 

* ForalacM, postponed. * I. e. thay hit, or made, Uie eoaat. 

U. 8. — Grantorlo.'] In 1580 a body of Spatilarda and ItoLans 
landed ai Smerwiok with money and nrms in Hid of tlie Irish, in- 
surgents, and built a fort which they defended agjJnst the Eng- 
lish, as they sidd, in tiie name of the Pope and the l;ing of Spain. 
Although Grantorto deiiotea ia particular the Iting of Spain as rep- 
resented hy these invaders (sea St. 4D), yet the name la sometimes 
to he understand more generally, na a personification of ^1 parties 
in Ireland in opposition fo the Queen's authority, both native and 
foreign. Tlve fourteenth and fifteenth stanzas seem to be meant 
for a description of the Irish rehel. C. 
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Great hostes of men in order martiall, 
WhicJi them forbad to land, and footing did forefall. 

s But natiiemore would tliey from land refraine : 
But, when as nigh unto the shore they drew 
That foot of man might sound the bottome plsune, 
Talus into tlie sea did forth issew 
Though darfs from shore and stones they at him 

threw ; 
And, wading through Uie waves with stedfast sway, 
Maugre the might of all tiiose troupes in vew, 
Did win the shore; whence he theia cliast away, 
And made to iiy like doves, wliom the eagle dotli affray. 

e The whyles Sir Artegall with that old knight* 
Did forth descend, there being none them neare, 
And forward marched to a, towne in sight. 
By this came tydings to the tyrants eai-e, 
By those which earst did fly away for feare. 
Of their arrival] : wherewith troubled sore, 
He all his forces streight to him did reare,'^ 
And, forth issuing with his scouts afore, 
Meant them to have incountred ere they left the shore : 

^ But ere he marched farre, he with them met, 
And fiercely cliargcd them with all his force; 
But Talus sternely did upon them set. 
And brusht and battred them without remorse, 
That on the ground he left full many a corse; 
Ne any able was him to withstand, 

iiM=^i>,Googlc 



But lie them OTsrthvew both man and horse, 
That they lay scattred over all the Ituid, 
As thicke as doth the seede after the sowers hand. 

8 Till Aitegali, him seeing so to rage, 

Willd him to stay, and signe of truce did make : 
To which all harkning did a while assw^e 
Their forces furie, and their terror slake ; 
Till he an herauld cald, and to him spake. 
Willing him wend unto the Tyrant stretght, 
And tell him that not for such slaughters sake 
He thether came, hut for to trie the right 
Of fayre Irenaes cause with him in single fight : 

9 And willed him for to reclayme ^ with speed 
His scattred people, ere they aU were slaine ; 
And time and place convenient to areed,^ 

In which they two the combat might darraine.^ 
Which message when Grautorto heard, full fayne* 
And glad he was the slaughter so to slay ; 
And pointed for the combat twixt them twayne 
The morrow next, ne gave him longer day : 
So sounded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 

10 That night Sir Arlegall did cause his tent 
There to be pitched on the open plaine ; 
For he ' had given streight commaundement 
That none should dare him once to entertaine : 
Whicli none durst breake, though niany would right 

1 Beclaipite, cull buck. * Fa^e, pleased. 
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For fajre Irena, whom, they loved deare ; 
But yet old Sergis did so well him paine/ 
That from close " friends, that dar'd not to appeare, 
He all tiings did purvay which for them needful! weare. 

11 The moiTow nest, that was the dismall day 
Appointed for.Irenas death before, 
So soone as it did to the world display 
His chearefull face, and light to men restore. 
The heavy mayd, to whom none tydings bore 
Of Artegals arry vail her to free, 
Lookt up with eyes full sad and hart full sore, 
Weening her lifes last howre then neare to bee ; 

Sith no redemption nigli she did nor heare nor see, 

li Then up she rose, and oo herselfe did dight 
Most squalid garments, fit for such a day ; 
And with dull countenance and with doleful spright 
She forth was brought in sorrowfull dismay 
For to receive the doome of her decay ^ : 
But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Artegftll in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare. 

And new life to her lent, in midst of deadly feare. 

1} Like as a tender rose in open plaine. 
That with untimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, soone as few drops of raine 
Thereon distill and deaw her daintie face. 
Gins to looke up, and with fresh wonted gi-ace 
Bispreds the giorie of her leaves gay ; 

1 Simpams, exert himself. ^ Decay, dciith. 
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Such was Ireiias couutenaace, such her case, 
When Ai'tegal! she saw ia that array. 
There wayting for the Tyrant till it was farre day : 

11 Who came at length with proud presumpteous gate 
Into the field, as if he fearelesse were, 
All armed in a cote of yron plate 
Of great defence to ward the deadly feare. 
And oa his head a steele-cap he did weare 
Of colour nistie-browne, but sure and strong ;*■-' 
And ift his hand an huge polaxe did beare, 
Whose steale was yron-studded, but not long, 

With which he wont to fight, to iustifie his wrong. 

IS Of stature huge and Mdeous he was, 
Like to a giant for his monatrous hight. 
And did in strength most sorts of men surpas, 
Ne ever any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he had great skill in single fight : 
His face was ugly and his countenance steme, 
That could have frayd one with the very sight, 
And gaped like a gulfe when he did gerne^ ; 

That whether man or monster one could scarse dis- 



16 Soone as he did within the liatea appeare, 
With dreadfuU looke he Artegall beheld. 



5IV. S, 7. Tha Irish fool-soldier -was armed " 
of mayle dowiie to tlie calfa of liis leg, 1^111 a Im 
hia hand." View of the Stata of Ireland, p. 392. 
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As if he would haye daunted him with feare ; 
And, grinning griesly, did against him weld^ 
His deadly weapon which in hand he hdd : 
But til' Elfin swayue, that oft had scene like 

sight. 
Was with his ghastly count'nance nothing queld ; 
But gan him streight to buckle to the flght^ 
And cast his shield ahoufc to be in readie plight. 

n The trompets sound ; and they together goe 
With dreadfull terror and with fell intent ; 
And their huge strokes full daungerously bestow, 
To doe most dammage where as most they ment : 
But with such force and furie violent 
The Tyrant thundred hia thicke blowes so fast. 
That through the yron wallea their way they rent, 
And even to the vitall parts they past, 

Ne ought could them endure, but all they deft or 

IS Which cruell outrage when as Artegall 
Did well avize,* thenceforth witli warie heed 
He shund liis strokes, where ever they did fall. 
And way did give unto their gracelesse speed: 
As when a skilfull mariner doth reed * 
A storme approching that doth perill threat, 
He will not hide the daunger of such dread, 
But strikes his sayles, and vereth his main-sheat. 

And lends unto it leave the emptie ayre to beat. ■ 
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IS So did the Paerie Knight himselfe abeare,* 
And stouped oft his head from shame to shield : 
No shame to stoupe, ones head more high to reare ; 
And, much to gaine, a litle for to yield : 
So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in field. 
But still the Tyrant stemely at him layd, 
And did his yron axe so nimbly wield, 
That many wounds into his flesh it made, 

And with liis burdenoua blowes liim sore did ovcr- 
kde. 

ao Tet when as fit advantage he did spy. 
The whiJes the cursed felon high did reare 
His cruell hand to smite him mortally, 
Under his stroke he to him stepping neare 
Eight in the flanke him strooke with deadly dreare,' 
That the gore-bloud thence gushing grievously 
Did underneath him like a pond appeare. 
And ail his armour did with purple dye : 

Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 

■21 Yet the huge stroke, which he before intended, 
Kept on his course, as he did it direct, 
And witli such monsti-ous poise * adowne descended, 
That seemed nought could him from death pi-otect : 
Bat he it well did ward with wise respect,* 
And twixt him and the blow his shield did cast, 
Which, fliereon seizing,' tooke no great effect ; 

I Aheare, bear, conduct. « Eespect, hcerl, attention. 

3 Ih-eare, sadness. 6 Sdziag, fixing. 

' Pmse, weight. 
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But, byting deepe, tiei'eia did sticke so fast. 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth could 



11 Long while lie tug'd and strove to get it oiLt, 
And aU Lis powre appljed thereunto, 
That he therewith the knight drew all about : 
Kathlesse, for sdl that ever he could doe. 
His axe he could not from, his shield undoe. 
"Which Artegall perceiving strooke no more, 
But, loosing soone his shield, did it forgoe ; 
And, whiles he combred was therewith so sore, 

He gau at him let drive more fiercely then afore. 

33 So well he him pursew'd, that at the last 
He stroke him with Chrysaor on the hed. 
That with the souae^ thereof full sore aghast 
He staggered lo and fro in douhtfull ated^: 
Againe, whiles he him saw so ill bested, 
He did him smite with aD his might and maine. 
That, falling, on his mother earth he fed * ; 
Whom when he saw pi'ostrated on the plaine, 

He lightly reft his head, to ease liira of his paine. 

24 Which when the people round about him saw. 
They shouted all for ioy of his snecesse. 
Glad to be quit from that proud tyrants awe, 



imbcreil, wiis broken 
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Which with strong powre did them long time op- 

presso ; 
And, running all with greedie ioyfuhiesse 
To faire Irena, at her feet did fall, 
ADd her adored with due hnmblenesse 
As their true liege and princesse naturall ; 
And eke her champions glorie sounded over all: 

25 Who, streigkt her leading with meete maiestie 
Unto the pallace where their kings did rayne, 
Did her therein establish peaeeablie. 
And to her kingdomes seat restore agayne j 
And all such persons as did late maintayne 
That tyrants part with close or open ayde, 
He sorely punished with heavie payee ; 
That in short spac«, whiles there with her he stayd. 

Not one was left that durst her once have disobayd. 

S6 During which time that he did there remmne, 
His atudie was true iustice how to deaie, 
And day and night employed hJs busie paine 
How to reforme that ragged comnjon-weale : 
And that same Yi-on iMan, which could reveale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realme he sent 
To search out those that «sd to rob and steale, 
Or did rebell gainst lawful! government ; 

On whom he did inflict most grievous punishment. 

97 But, ere he could reforme it thoroughly, 
He through occasion called was away 
To Faerie Court, that of necessity 
His course of iustice he was forst to stay, 

VOL. III. 29 
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And Talus to revoke from the right way, 
In which he was that reiJme for to redrease ; 

/^ But envies cloud still dimmeth vertues ray I 
So, having freed Irena from distresse, ^ 

He toolce his leave of her there leil in heavinesse. 

as Tho, as he hackn returned from that land, 
And there arriv'd againe whence forth he set, 
He had not passed farre upon the strand, 
When as two old ill-favout'd hags he met, 
By the way-Mde being together set; 
Two griesly creatures ; and, to * that their faces 
Most foule and filthie were, their garments yet. 
Being all rag'd and farter'd, their disgraces * 

Did much the more augment, and made most ugli 



(0 The one of them, that elder did appeare, 
With her dull eyes did seeme to looke askew, 
That her misshape much helpt; and her foule 

Hung loose and loathsomely ; thereto her hew ' 
Wsa wan and leane, that aU her teeth ai-ew * 



SXVUI. 1. — Tho, OS U iache reimTied, te.] Tlie aeverity oC 
Lord Grey during bis admlniatration, aa Deputy of Ireland (rap- 
resanted here by ttie destcuotiTe actl-vity of tbe tmoulaiit Talus) 
exposed bim to very serious aoonsations on bia return to England. 
Sea Spenser's statement of tiie case, pp. 433, 433 of liis Viaw of 
the State of Ireland (Todd'a ed.),and also p. 419, wliero be recom- 
mends the most Tiolent meaauras. C. 
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And all her bones miglit through her cheekes bo 

Her lips were like raw lether, pale and blew: 
And a3 she spake, therewith she slavered ; 
Yet spako she seldom ; but thought more, the Icsse 
she sed. 

so Her hands were foiile and durtie, never waslit 
la all her life, with long naylcs over-ran o-ht,'^ 
Like puttooks * clawes : with (h' one of which she 

seraeht 
Her cursed head, although it itched naught ; 
The other held a snake with venime fraught, 
On which she fed and gnawed hungrily, 
As if that long she had not eaten ought ; 
That round about her iawes one might desciy 
The bloudie gore and poyson dropping lothsomely. 

31 Her name was Envie, knowen well thereby; 
Whose nature is to grieve and grudge at all 
That ever she sees doen prays-worthily ; 
Whose sight to her is greatest crosse may fall, 
And vexeth so, that makes her eat her gall : 
For when she wantetli other thing to eat. 
She feedes on her owne maw unnatarall. 
And of her owne foule entrayles makes her meat ; 

Meat fit for such a monsters monsterous dyeat : 

33 And if she hapt of any good to heare, 
That had to any happily betid, 



1 Sed, peroeivad. a Pviionh, kite 

S L e. reaching beyond tiie ea3s of the fingers. 
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452 THE PAEKIE QUEKNE. 

Then would she inly fret, and grieve, and teare 
Her flesh for felnesse, which she inward hid : 
But if she heard of ill that any did. 
Or harme that any had, then would she malie 
Great cheare, like one unto a banquet bid; 
And in anothers losse great pleasure fake, 
A3 she had got^ thereby and gayned a great state. 

33 The other nothing better was then shee ; 
Agreeing in bad will and caiicred tynd,'' 
But in bad maner they did disagree : 
For whatso Envie gocNi or bad did fynd 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mjnd ; 
But this whatever erill she conceived 
Did spred abmad, and throw in th' open wynd : 
Yet this in ail her words might be perceived, 

That all she sought was mens good name to have 
bereaved. 

31 Foj', whatsoever good by any sayd 

Or doen she heard, she would streightwayes invent 

How to deprave or slaunderousiy upbrayd, 

Or to misconstrue of a maas intent. 

And turne to ill the thing that well was ment ; 

Therefore she used ofteu to resort 

To common haunts, and companies frequent. 

To liearke what any one did good repoi-f, 

To blot the same with blame, or wrest in wicked sort : 

35 And if that any ill she heard of any. 

She would it eeke, and make much worse by telling, 

1 Col, profited. 2 Kyitd, natui-a. 
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And take great ioy to publish it to many ; 
That every matter worse was for her mellingi; 
Her name was hight Detraction, and her dwelling 
"Was neare to Envie, evea her neighbour nest ;. 
A wicked hag, and Envy selfe excelling 
In mischiefe ; for herselfe she onely vext ; 
But this same both herselfe and olhers eko perplest. 

36 Her fece was ugly, and her mouth distort, 
Foming with pojson round about her gils, 
In which her cursed tongue full sharpe and short 
Appear'd, like aspis sting, that closely = kils. 
Or cruelly does wound whomso she wils: 
A distafie in her other hand' she had. 
Upon the which she litJe spinnes, but spils^; 
And faynes = to weave false talos and leasings bad, 

To throw amongst the good, which others had dis 
prad." 

37 These two now had themselves comliynd in ojie. 
And linekt together gmnst Sir ArtegaJl ; 
For whom they wayted as his mortall fone. 
How they might make him into mischiefe fall„ 
For freeing from their snares Irena thrall : 
Besides, unto themselves they gotten had 
A monster, which the Blatant Beast men caH,. 

1 MeUiriff, meddling. 4 SpH^^ spoils. 

^ dosdn, BeoreUy. 

* I- a. in one of her hands. 

XXXYII. 7 — BMant BmU.\ Ths Blatnnt (or Bellowing)' 
Besist is meant for a personiQcation of calumny or slander. Spsn- 
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A dreadfull fccnd, of gods and men ydrad,^ 
Whom they by slights allur'd and to their purpose lad. 

33 Such were these hags, and so unhandsome dvest : 
WTio when they nigh approching had espyde 
Sir Ai-tegrfl return'd from his late quest, 
They both arose, and at him loudly cryde, 
As it had bene two shepheards currea had scryde 
A ravenous wolfe amongst the scattered floctes : 
And Envie first, as she that first him eyde, 
Towardes him runs, and with rude flaring lockes 

About her earcs does beat her hrcst and forhead 
kuoclics. 

39 Then from her mouth tlie gobbet she does take, 
The which whyleare she was so greedily 
Devouring, even that hatfe^nawen snake, 
And at him throwes it most despigttfully : 
The cursed serpent, though she hungrily 
EiU-st chawd thereon, yet was not all so dead. 
But that some life remayned secretly ; 

And, as he past afore withouten dread, 
Bit him behind, that long the marke was to be read.^ 

40 Then th' other, comming neare, gan him revile, 
And fouly rayle, with all she couid invent ; 
Saying that he had, with unmanly guile 

1 Yd,-act, dreaded. ' ^ ^'-^ perceived. 

ser applies the nnme, ns Sir. Craik weU remai'ts, to " what in 
modeni times is commonly designated, by a mora respeotftil 
form of words, Pulilio Opinion." C. 
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And fouls abusiou, both his honour hlent,' 
And that bright sword, the sword of lustice lent, 
Had stayned with reprochfull cruellie 
Iq guiltlesse bfood of many an innocent; 
As for Gi-andforto, him with treacherie 
And trajnes having surpriz'd, he fouly did to die. 

41 Thereto the Blatant Beast, by them set on, 

At him began aloud to barke and bay 

With bitter rage and fell contention ; 

Tliat all the woods and roekes nigh to that way 

Began to quake and tremble with dismay ; 

And all the aire rebellowed f^aine ; 

So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray ; 

Aad evermore those hags themselves did pmne 
To sharpen him, aad their owne cursed tongs did 
strain e. 

4i And, Etiii among, moat bitter wordes they spake. 
Most sliamefull, most unrighteous, most untrew. 
That they the mildest man ahve would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeaunce dew 
To her, that so false sclaucders at him threw : 
And more, to make them pierce and wound more 



XL. 8. — Aifor Grandlorio, &o.] " But in that nhsirpe aseou- 
tion of tlie Spaninrds, at the Foi't of Smerwicke I heard [his oruelty] 
spBciaJJjr noteil, and if It wers true as some reported, surely it was 
ft great touoli to him in honour, for some say Uiat lie promised 
them life; othera, at least hec did put them in hope thetsof." 
Soe View of ihe State of Ireland, pp. 43i-48B. C. 



.^hyGooglc 



4o6 THE FAERIE QTJEENE. 

She ivilh tlie sting which in her vile tongue grew 

Did sharpen them, and in fresh poyson stecpe r 

Tet he past on, and seem'd of them to take no keepe.' 

43 But Talus, hearing her so lewdly " raile 
And spoake so ill of him that well deserved, 
Would her have chastiz'd with his yron flaile, 
If her Sir Artegall had not preserved, 
And Mm. forhidden, wio his heast observed ; 
So much the more at him still did she scold. 
And stones did cast ; yet he for nought would 

From his right course, but stall the way did hold 
To Faery Court ; where what him fell shall else be 
told. 

I Keqie, iieed. ^ ZeatU^, inipiiilcntiv-, wickedlj- 
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Will it appear too refining, if wa sappose that Hie Saciu^in Pol- 
lante {Canto II. )i ivith his trap-ftJls, and his gnrnne of etill gidie, 
heiioB named Gtiizor, allndea to Otarlas the Ninth, king of France, 
who5ssfcy;/i(S(fiii!iHifc?;/bji^theProtB3tanta, and thus perfidiously 
massBcred them ? If this is allowed, who can help npplyhig the 
nameof Gniaor to the head ofthe Popish League, and chief perse- 
cutor, the Duke of Guise? And, to carry on bHII tliia allusion, 
what is all that plot laid in the dead of ni^t, hy the same sort oC 
misoreanta, to murder tlie British Virgin (Canto VI. 27), but a 
type of that plot liud against the chief of the British, as well aa 
other Protestant noblemen, "that being thus brought into the 
net," as Camden relates, "both they, and with them the BTangel- 
ioal rell^on, might with one stroke, if not have their throats cut, 
yet at least receive a mortal wound"? — a plot which, though not 
fully accompUshed, yet ended in a massacre, and was begnn at 
midnight, at a certain signal given, on the eve of St. Bacdielo- 
mew, anno 1672. 

What shall we say of the tjlta and tournaments at the sponsal 
of fair Florimel? Had the poet his eye on those tiltings, per- 
formed at a vast expense, by the Earl of Arundel, Lord Windaoi-, 
Sir Philip Sidney, and Sir Fnlk Greville, who challenged all 
comers, and which were intended to eutertain the French iio- 
hility and the ambassadors, who came to treat of Anjou's mariiage 
ivith the Queen? Metlilnks also I sometimes sae a faint resem 
blance between Braggadochlo and the Duke of Anjou, and their 
buffoon servants, Trompart and Sunier. 

Ill the fifth canto, Artegal is imprisoned by an Amaionlau 
dame called by a Ftenoli name, Radigund ; for Eadegonda was 
a famous Queeu of France. Now as Spenser carries two faces 
under one hood, and means more always than in plain words ho 
tells you, why, I say, does he, who writes in a " continued alle- 
gory," give yon this episode, if there is not more meant than what 
the dull letter contains? The story, I think, is partly moral, but 
chiefly historical, and alludes to Art^al'a father being taken 
prisoner in France; who almost ruined his patrimony to pay 
his ransom. See Camden, and Lloyd's Life of Arthur Grey, 
Baron of Wilton. 

UrroK. 
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VAHIATIONS FROM THE FIKST EDITION 

■■ 3, ], 6, Triamond, Q. Telamona, 

7, avizing, Q. ndviziiig. 

8, avengBment. Q. advengement. 
7,to,_Q.too. 
5, quietsga, all editions qniet age. 

V. a, to, Q. tee. 

T. i, Blsndamonr, Q. Sendamour. 
" forse (ad. 1609), Q. worst, 
wonad, Q. soimd. 
raffing, all editions oulHing. 
.venge, Q. evange. 
ne (ed. 1600), Q. once. 
r. 8, his (ed. 1609), Q. lier. 

■ning fetii-B{ed. 1B09), Q. turning his fi 
'. 8, him, Q. her, 
1, darts, Q. dart. 
1, which (ed. 1600), Q. with. 
1, sad (ed. 1609), Q. said, 
y. 8, har, Q. him. 
V. 2, ^mylia, Q. Pffiana. 

IS (ed. 1609), Q. vei-tues. 



V. 9, th 



1, Q. hhn 



V. 6, ijnest, all editions guest. 

V. 8, repajBd (ed. 1600), Q. repayred. 

V. 2. knights, Q. knight. 

V. 9, ancient^ Q. ancients. 

V. 1, meanost (ed. 1609), Q. naarsst. 

m (ed. 1609), Q. at. 
V. 6, age, Q. times. 
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